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THE TRADER.

that used by Darius at Babylon; and
Herodotus tolls ua that the Babylonians
used to woar rings. Thoy woro originally
intended striotly fon uso ns sigunt rings,
nnd not as ornamonts, and their uso as
such soon spread from the Last into
Europo. In tho Homeric poems thore
nro no tranccs of tho ocustom of woaring
rings, and the earlist rings used in Greeco,
nbout Solou's time, wore signet rings, for
usoouly They soon becanio fashionable
n8 orhateonts, howovoer, with precious
stonos sot and ongraved 1o thom, dandies
crowding their fingers with them up to
the naile. Tho Lacedamonians always
woro tron rings. Somo among the Ger-
man tnibes, in the timoe of Tacitus, wore
rings of that metal until they hLad siain
an cnemy in war.  As for tho Romans,
tho best authurities assert that they ro-
ceived the fashion of ring-wearing from
the (irecks, but it probably filtered simul-
tansously through to both nations from
tho Polasginns, who in vory olden times
gettled on tho coast of the Mediterranean
and kept np friendly iutercourse with
tho Orientals. The Roman rings wero
always of iron and always strictly for use,
but increasing luxury ocorrupted tlie
primitive faghion  Still, such men as
Marius and guch families as held * high

tonod ™ principlos, never gavo up tho iron
ring Tho Roman fast young mon made
an improvement in the Greck profusion
by introducing light rings for summer
wear and heavier ones for winter. From
tho rings of the Roman knights and the
officer who hind the care of the smperor’s
state signet in later daya, the history of
rings comes down to our time without
any other very notoworthy remark. Rings
pley an important part in many Oriental
legends, especially Solomon's ring, whioh,
among other marvels, sealed up the re.
fraotory Jins in jars and cnst them into
the Red Sea. A Lydian hero, Gyges,
possessed a famous ring which rendered
himn iuvisiblo whenever its stone was
turned inwurd. As Plato tells of the
marvelous manner in which he acquired
it we could almost fancy he had heard
the story told by some Eastern story-
teller, so exactly is it like an Arabian
night's entertainment. It is remarkable
showing the universality of legends whish
often are the fairy tales of rising geners-
tions, that this very same story comes up
again in the Welsh romance of ** Morte
d'Arthur.” One who is eaid to have a
ring which possessed this 7irtue when so
handled, aud which with Guondolen's

ohiess-board, was rcokonoc among the
thirteen wonders in Britain. Anather
: famous Greek story tolls of tho ring of
Polycratos. e was warned in the timo
of his grentost prospority by a pious king
of ligypt to sacrifiee whatover article he
most valuedin ordor to propitiato Nemosis.
Manning a boat, therefore, ho rowed out
to tho opon soa and flung into the depths
his ring, which wns of gold with an
omernld gom, tho sotting of tho renowned
Thoodorus. Thisbeing very dear to him,
ho grieved muoh over his lose Five or
six dnys after, however, a “no fish was

brought to tum, and inside this the royal
cooks found tho ring much to their
mastor's delight. The chronioler naively
adds that ** his Bgyptian friend, secing
it was lmpossible to tescue auother from
destiny,” broke off their alliancoon hoar-
ing of this picco of good fortune. It is
curious tirab the story also had au earlier
parontage. Legend thero accounts for
Solomon losing his wisdom by conuect-
ing it with the possession of a marvelous
ring. This ko one day, in a fit of fond-
noss, intrusted to one of his wives, who
flung it into the Kodar, and thereby for
a long time rendered tho king reckluss
and foolish. Luckily it was found inside
a fish, and un being rostored to the king
his wisdom aleo returned to him, "

I need not speak of the numberless
rings of antiquity which possessed magi-
~al, mousical, or medicinal virtues in the
estimation of the oredulous; can we not
even now purchase galvanic rings? Nor
need I toll how uuiversally the ring Las
been adopted for the symbols of espousals,
betokening eternity in its figure and the
surpassing excellonce of true lovo in its
material, and low, being worn on the
fourth finger, it thereby (so the ancients
bohoved) pressod o vein that ran straight
to the hsart, It may bo noted in passing
from this that much curious learning
attaches itself to the different fingers on
whioch rings are worn. Originally, says
that arrant gossip, Pliny, rings were worn
on the fourth finger, then on the-second,
afterward cn the last., Our ancestors
who “ran wild in the woods” seem to
have preferred the fourth finger. The
Monkisk verse Miles, ¢ Mercator, Stultus,
Marites, Amator,” assigns them, counting
from the thumb, to the soldier, the mer-
chant, the fool, the husband, the Jover.
When it is romembered how Hannibal
carriod enough poison in a ring to kill him-
self when tired of life, no one need sup-

fume or a watch are modorn discoveries,
Ero now thiere has been a ring which Lield
a familiar token insido of it. Numecrous
ourious rings, or rings whioh once be.
longad to colobrated people, ars to bo
found in most musouws. I shall oply
mention one or two interosting specimens,
St. Louis is said to havo bad o ring of
flour do lis and daisies, with the motto,
“ Can wo find love boyound this ring
At an oxhibition in London a very fine
ring wns shown, which wna found bya
laborer when digging among the ruins of
o church, supposed to bo of the middle of
tho eixteonth century. It was & wassivo
plain band of pure gold, with a motto
engraved within itc hoop * Deve Corps,
Vng Cyer,” and the initials C. M. entwined
by a true lover's knot of poouliar form.
What a lifo romanco lay within that ring.
Ancient rings wero generally massive,
Henrietta Maria’s, the Queen of Charles
1., is thick and large enough to be worn
on any modern lady’s thumb.

The mottoes on rings form & curivus
department of archmology. At the pre-
sont day, perhaps because we are less
sentimentalithan our great-grand parens,
no one ever thunks of hLaving more than
a few initials engraved within a ring,
but daring tho eixteenth, seveutecuth,
.and eighteonth centunes it was a very
common praotico to have mottoes -
soribed within the hoop of spousal,
nuptial, or merely presentation rngs.
These were sometimes oalled **gypsy
rings,” the East having always been
famons for suoh amulets. The motto
itself was called tho * posy “ or “chanson.”
Numerous collections of such mottoes
havs been formed at various epochs.

Ring posies are neither double nor
single. Tho double ones are generally

serions, suoh as

**God our love continuo cver
That we in Heaven may livo together,"

Or

* Lot him never {ake a wifo
That will not love her as his life

Single posies are very varied. Here
are two beautiful ones to head our list.:—

** God sbove, and peaco and lovo."
" God and thes, my comfort be."

Several more worth quoting cannot be
olassified ; 1 will give them ull round, as

Perdita distributed flowers to her guests -

¢ Sweol bant T pray, do not say nay.'
* Lovo mo little, but love me long.”
**1 bid adieu to all but you.”

** For a kiss take this,”

** Liko and take, mislike or sako.”

¢ Thisand my heart.”

* True blue will nover stain.”

One moro must bo mentioned---Nerissa's

pose that rings which contain Lasir per-

ring—



