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SPRING TRADE IN WESTERN CANADA.

WINNIPEG, December 31, 1898.
Feonn IR REVIEW S speaa] correspondent
REVIEW of the past year, or, in fact, the past 18 months, is
A necessary to a correct view of the coming Spring trade.
And itis well that our friends in the east should understand some
things about trade here, which, if they be wise men, they will
do well to heed.

Manitoba and the Northwest, have been enjoying good times
for the past two years. Prices have been
good. Last year, particularly, everything the farmer had to sell
Many who had been financially embarrassed

had extricated themselves the previous season, and were in a posi.

Crops have been good.
was a good price.

tion to purchase, and did purchase largely. both staple and fancy

goods. This general increase of trade resulted in a large number
of new firms going into business during last Spting and Summer.
Spring sales of wheat were at enormously high figures, and the
prospects of a large crop for 1898 were noticeable early. Every-
thing pointed to a very large Fall trade.

Merchants all over the country laidin very heavy stocks of Fall
and Winter goods. \Whatwas theresult 2 Owingtoa wet Fall, an
almost unksiown thing in Manitoba, threshing was delayed. Wheat
could not move, and trade was practically paralyzed for nearly two
months. \When at last wheat began to move, prices were low and
also a considerable percentage of the crop was damaged. These
things tended to make the trade in Fall and Winter goods

_very much less than anticipated, and mary firms were obliged to
cxrry over a great portion of their stocks. To old and well-estab-
lished houses this was a drawback and a loss, but it did nct
cripple them.  Tothenew!y established it was a much more senous
matter. Does this mean that the country is in a bad state! Not
atall. It only means that whol sale houses require lo exercise
cautionif they wish toavoidbad debts. Young travelers and those
new to this section are very apt to be carried away with a desire to
send in large orders and urge upon customers goods which they do
not really need, or.if required at al, should only buy in small
quantities.

Another thing which is apt to lead eastern people astray is the
report of our largely increased population. The report of the in.
crease in the population is quite correct, numerically, but let no one
be canied away with the idea that this means a large additional
consumption of dry goodsin Manitoba during the coming season.

The great majority of our new immigrants are Galicians, and
they will notanurease the sale of diy goods to the extent of Sico
Pe 1o neat sammer, ui, Mmatenally, fur years to come, eacept for
the cheapest lass of .otton staples The Doukhobors, who are
already amiving, and who will form the bulk of our immigration
during 1899, are (Juakers and hold very strict views on the subject
of drees, so that they will not offer an attractive tield for the
** Knights of the sample-trunk and gnp-sack.”

Notwithstanding the drawbacks mentioned, a very fair Fazll
trade was done. and icading houses express themselves as
satisficd with the results and encouraged by the prospects for a good
Spring trade. Already travelers are out with Spring samples, and a
preity correct guess can bemade at leading styles and lines. There
is every indication that the Summer of 1599 will bea white Summer.
\Vhite pique, cords, lace, lenos, dotted lawns a new fabric, by the

way), and, 1n fact, every class of white dress goeds, with white
hats, white parasols and white gloves, will be worn.

The preference will be for skirts of heavy cord with blouses of
lighter material. either white or fancy colored lawn or silk. Prob-
ably because women love vivid contrasts, the demand in woollen
goods is for black. Fancy black weaves continue to ‘be popular.
** Bull-Cloth ** and ** Sirdar ** are among the new names and de-
signs. Thesegoods, according to the old-style ad., are ** at prices
to suitall purses.”” for R. J. Whitla & Co. showed me a line rang-
ing from 15c. to $2.50 per yard.

In colors, the Amazon cloths take the lead, but covert cloths
are also ready sellers Thereisa marked return to subdued shades
and plain effects, hair stripes and tiny checks. Neat and elegant
are the watchwords this season. Dress silks are indelicate shades,
but extremely rich and beautiful effects are produced by the use of
difierent shades of the same color for warp and woof and the
claborateness of the brocaded designs.

Stobart, Sons & Co. are showing a very fine range of these
silks, and also the very latest thingin Parisian silk blouses. These
are in poppy red, cornflower blue, lemon, cerise, salmon and white.
The material is 2 soft, thick satin, trimmed with appliquesof black
lace and jet. The effect is very handsome. The silk blouse is evi-
dently to remain with us, judging, not alone from the number and
beauty of the ready-made article, but from the variety of exquisite
silks shown for this purpose. Bryce & Co., through whose samples
your correspondent had the privilege of a rummage before
they went upon the road, have a line of these silks which are per-
fect marvels of beauty. The pattern is groups of stripes in alter-
nating shades, and the effect something like a rainbow as it pales
towards the centre of the arch, or the moon :

Beginning to palec on the light she loves
On the bed of a daffodil sky.

COLOKED COTTON DRESS GOUODS.

In colored cottons, the variety is endless. Mr. Slater, of
Robinson, Little & Co.. showed me a .ine of. English printed
cottons, in soft finish, for which his house are the sole agents for
Canada. These cottons come 1n 27 differert patterns, the colors
are solt and delicate, and the goods are almost as handsome as
silk. The designs closely resembdle those produced at the early
part of the century.

This house has found business so satisfactory that they have
established two more agencies between Lake Superior and the Coast,
Mr. Masters representing them in the Northwest Territories, and
Mr. Brabury in British Columbia.

TRIMMINGS

A great many lines of dress timmings are offered, but ribbon
is the leading decaration.  This does not mean rows of ribbon set
on. It may mean a dainty puff of silk gauze in the centre, with
tiny ruffles of embroidered silk gauze on each side, or a narrow
band of Dresden pattern with a drawing-string on one side and a
dainty fnnge on the other.  Black nbbons, with gauze edges, saun
stnpes, picot edges, scalloped edges, drawing-stnngs at the middle,
at bothedges. Ribbon i eveny guise it 1s possibie to imagine, and
always pretty, dainty and effective. Passementries are narowand
light in d=sign. and seguins are still very much in evidence. The
Cyrano chains, which began their career as muff chains, asein
greater variety than ever, and are quite the proper caper for watch
chains and fan chains. Those made of alternate jet and gold beads
are the bandsomest. The jeweled elastic belts are in greater
variety and richer designs than ever, and furnish just the nght
touch of richness and color to an all-white costume.

MILLINERY.

Trimmed hats for Summer are not yet shown, but trimmings
and shapes are here.  The hat of the coming season will be the
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