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knowledge of God’s plan of salvation has reached about twenty millions,
and will, at the (;n‘esent rate of progress, reach the other one hundred snd
sixty millions during the next twenty-five years. As the missionaries
generally have not insisted on the natives adopting our Western ecclesias-
tical machinery and church architecture, a large part of the native churches
have become self-sustaining and self-governing, giving rise to healthy,
vigorous, self-propagating churches. A comparison between them and the
home churches would often (not always) be discomforting to the latter.
Hundreds of the Christian men, women, and children have, by their life’s
blood, testified to the power of Christ to save, often after enduring cruel
scouraging and mocking.

A vigorous native ministry has sprung up. In some places, ag on the
Niger, they have the entire control of the work. In other places they work
with or under the missionaries. As the result of experience, there isa
rapidly increasing digposition on the part of the missionaries to turn the
entire responsibility over to the natives at the earliest possible date.
Several thousand young men are now being trained to more effectively
carry the Gospel to their ccuntrymen, Probably no part of the world has
yielded such a rich spiritual harvest for the amount of work actually done
as Bantu Africa {all south of 2° north).

Tf we go to Bonny we see & cathedral, seating 1,700, taking the place of
the temple decked with 10,000 human skulls, which stood there a few years
ago. In Rubaga we see the place where thousands yielded up their lives to
a despotic king, until five years ago, taken up by a church seating 400C.
In Equatorville, Irebu, and many other places, the shrieks of the dying
who were being killed for sacrifice or to be eaten hasnow given place to the
songs of peace and joy. Scores of such illustrations might be quoted.

A great transformation is jaking place in Africa. Xf the Church at
home will take hold now this guneration will not have passed away before
the cry of ‘‘enough” is heard. There is no time to loss. Africa has
awakened from her sleep of centuries. She is looking for guidance. She
will take either Mohammed or Christ, whichever is first presented.
Mohummedanism has already got practical control over the whole of the
northern part of this area and is rapidly advancing south. In the very
near future a great and bloody conflict for political and spiritual suprem-
acy will be waged between Islam and Christianity. If this present British
expedition up the Nile succeeds in breaking the power of the Mahdi-—well ;
if not, it will mean many dark and cruel years to the Central African
Christians,

The natural order is generally as follows : Geographers go ahead and
find out about the people, the country, and its resources ; medical science
goes and makes it possible for the white man to live there; the Gospel
follows and inaugurates an era of peace; commerce follows ; law, first
military, then civil, steps in and takes control ; education, social reform,
etc,, come in about the same time. Nearly all the educators, about half
the geographers, a large proportion of the statesmen, with a small pro-
portion of the physicians, and other scientists, are also missionaries.

Recent progress in Central Africa has been marvellous. History re-
cords no parallel. Her friends are filled with hope. Much has been done
at & great cost in lives and money. Much remains to be done, much money
will be spent, and many lives be laid down before the work is done ; but let
us not unnecessarily sacrifice any more workers by continuing to commit
their health and lives to mission secretaries who have had no medical train-




