
OUR) 110ME COM!PANION

• importance in ali tie relations cf life, i% it sint maiy teachers engaged lin titu wiork who ntevor use
atrange that it occupies a plac:e in ue i roffNel the Milackhoard iii connection witith their wvriting
in the great iajority of our schools ? It îs sl- lessonts, and as a inatitral reailt their pulils show
mittcd im% ail catidîor, in vicw it Lt. iuatimirtaire, if far less intprove:t than thoic who have leu e
tho art of writing should nit be pliacei ain the fjr.- suliciently fortitate to lc gailer more panitical
gpotiiiou of our eduîcational plans. ln int its iatural ndii eatthsiasitic teaclers.
order next to thtat of reding ? Is lt its imliport. ieceus.s in the m anîagemeniaat of writing classes4,
ance seconid to Ioie but tiant? lhit what are the wlctter ii public scioiiiils or colluges, depends al-
facti in the case ? Until very recetntly it has Pl. umost entircly lupon a proper uste of the blacklboani.
itmost becnu ignorei as a branch of study in our pub. The livo practicail teacher will first explain tht
lie selools, hile n U ar; in advance of the ilnited t iiit tle b1n:tl, thein Uail the attention of lit
States mti manty biranchest of siieice, w-c are far be. cl:us to tihe orrons it formnation, isant, sihade, spac.

ind them in pan ship. A roformu ao sadly ing, tunits, &e.. ttat thcv are liablule tu ritn into ;
iceeled am this country is now being Ibrought abotut. poit naut the wN y to a d thieml, anid by a few

In mast of (aur cities and irnportant townas this pinaltel and % ClH.tianet4, reaiarlkb in uiiire an misterest
subject is of late recoiv ing special attenitioni. In :a)l eil i it hlit puptIalil u hii à will octiasioti
nany iiistances, w'ritinig-miiaster8 w'ho teach titis tImn to pice t h ait tiat zeai nd critical car-

subject scientifical atd upon principlea as clear nestness whicnsures success. I ventirs thot :ts.
and satisfactory a4 that of other bt-anches, have sertion thait aty teacher hvi unerstands how to
recently been eiployed, and the retts tof such criticse aind eplain enanip, e etn thouighi lie
teacinag convineo ils that it is onfly throuagii iean i be notît a good pemiii.mii imtsielf, atl keeps uap ai in-
of proper and systeinati. instruction that the dû- terest in lais ppiloisi by a freu and proper use of
sidtum of a good hiankd-writing ena be procurad I blackboard liustratiniis, % ill Le able to show mort
by every pupil that cotes fairly guder the inu- iinproveuient ai three we titme tham those adopt-
ence of our public school systein. uaag the cil plan of allin ing a c-lass to iiitate aid

Whilo satisfaa-tory evidences of progress and panctice accontliig to idahal faicy can in as
imtiprovemtenat are ow taniifestiig theiselves i iitaîy mtiontihs.
otur large schools, lcated. in towis nt!d cities aid It sa oftet asLed, " Which is preferable ; ei-
possessmig special advantages, couit-y schools, re- gravedil or writtenu ecies?" .\y answver is, that
presenîting by far the largest pIart of nur ichool e. graved coIie are decidedily the best in aiv
populatioî, wc find in mantiiy itstanîces ittili enenm.n- ieioil or college in widch ther i- isot a professional
hered by tihe aacient iietitds of instruction fol. penimanti, or. a t-.ier who can write titlcieitly
lowed by our fortfathirs, viz., /maiftation and Pro.e- welIl that hias ctpwtes mttay be uwitî. as propeter imiotels
tice. These terns, in their vagngest seise, seeil to for imuitation. For the followiig reasons - Copies
have complete possessiona, tot oily of the punblic are tite iieaiis relied teti as tie stijects for imitation
mind, but alse of the iniids of the ii:jority of ihr learners, itil suich time as the iniltîd becoiles
teaci ers. suiltcentily mapiieressel t itit the forms liad essentials

Tie writing exercise is, coisequenatlv, in ilmiy of gtiood writinig to dilpense with thei. Copies
schools an uiancaniing and uninviting cct-ereiony, Sigeilta thterefore contaiti that. and that otîly, whici
willitngly omitted or laid aside ftor those of a more it it designd shall be imitateil, atl shaginmbl be si,
mIîterestintg, but tot mort important nature. exectuteid aid presented as ti ev pe lin thin iild

While it is indeedl triae that imitation and Pra.if a learner the clearest aid tmtost leintite ue-al ni
tice are the chief maneali by whihpeli aIniiusiip lis formg, slant, shide, .spacii, artd ail thge other char-
acquired, it is all inportant to the pupil to kntow aetenstics of goid w ritiig. It is ant for mne ti
htow to ilitate and laou to pmuctice, tihaIt tho best 1ipak disparagingly of the % riting of our teachers.
attainable results inay lie arrived at in the shortest! I ciow that therc atîi ationg tlh<-em soitme execlltent
possible time. 1 eane atnd tmanîy very hal vriters4. The <lies-

li order to effcct this, the chalk and blackioard 1 tion us, cai the Iandwriting if all oiur teachers,
must he frcely used b y the teacler iii connection 1 repniured to teacht this anijcet, be presented a
witht every vriting lesson, and tie proper mode of i proper itodels fier tite itiiitationt of pipihils.'
practicinug thet copy ftIl> explaineid andîl illustated. 1 The iflerence between siicess and falire in

It early boyhood I attnlel a miuber of dilTer- teaching pîeniipatisioî lies in a clear conception of
ent public schools, and tas inistr'ictei therein by the different steps in its acquisition, anîd a rigid
nio lese than ten different teachors. While nany adierence to the Fundaiental principles of the
of these werc wî.ll gnalified, able, and practical i Art; and, above aIl, the abihty to stiiulate en-
teaciers of othter subjects, not one of tie lanew i dc-îvor m the pupil, whether by the teacher's Own
low to teacih pemiiianshiiip properly, or ever at- 1 skill as a peinan. or his power to control and
temted the use of the black boarl to illustrate and l direct to successfuîl resutlts by black-board illustra-
exjlaini writing lessons. tionas and criticismis as fortierly explained.

Lite course uisually pursied hy these teaclirs It iiist be recogiized that the lesson in Writiig
was to sit at thcir dcsk duriing the time allotted to is ani «cr Û.ercîse. in whicl both teacher adti pupil
this subject and iwrite hieadî-linies for imeitation, or, are to participate for the parpose of promnoting
tin case engraved copies were used, their time was dexterity in the use of the pent by the pupil, antd
devoted to soie of the jiuinior classes, and those thaat the pupil naturally Iooks ta the teacher for
engaged at petnanship wre ahweti ta practice in bis model ain guide in his miodus ope-randi, a
accordance with th. dietates of their oin fanîcy. docs to lis copy for the iatter to be wNritten.
The coisetqutence w-as tiat sone pupils would ho Hence it follows titat the teachter nust be ot
writing oie copy and sone ainother ; and instcad of the alert. active, wide awake, and attentive to the
practicing carefully and critically, the object in work lu hand, and thus furnish a proper per.oa:al
most instances would bc to sec whoi could get over exanple for the pupil's imitation, as well as the
the greatest space in a given timte. precepts which are to guide his performance.

This style of teachi penmanship is still in vogue No exorcise of the sehoolrooiî calls for mnore
in may of our pubhic schools. There arc still physical xertlion ot th part of the teacher titan in.


