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the public worship of Gud. It is now two full
years since I first pressed upon somne of ihfose in
Arthur the obligation and neceasity of excrtion 1a
thismatter.  T'uey at ouce seemcd to express sat-
isfuction at the idea of receving ordinances, anld
talked &s if chey would imnediately set abiout doe
ing something ; but all hus evaporated i talk, at
Yeast nuthing has been dane.  And although 1 une
derstood from Mre  Muaci itosh, that the way waa
prepared for making collections at every place
where we were to preach; yet wealwaysm st wth
soine excuse for its not beinyg dune. ~So ve ntisun-
‘derstanding—sonie 1des that it was a subscriptios
and not a collection that had beea recommended,
except in vne place, where a collection was at-
tempted, aud if'the sum contributed be any indica-
tioa of the state effeeling, it only coufinns the truth
ol my surinises.

1a order, however, to give a cotrcct idea of the
epiritual wants of the Qwen's Sound Settlements,
aud the prespect of naintaiving Guspel vrdinances
there, it inay be of importauce to state that these
settlements, commenved onfy four years ago, ex-
tend alony a hine of' roud running acarly South from
Sydeaham till it passes the forty nule swamp, and
thea turaing South-east, or nearly so, as faras the
village of Atthur, fifty or sixty miles, nnd along
the 8-, Vincent and Lake Shore roads, from Sy
enham several mles in a Norih-casterly direction.
‘The whole tersitory comprises the Northern Dice-
sion, extending troi the Ssud to a little beyaal
ske {arger braach of the 81wzine, or contaimny the
six ¢owa-hips of D:by, Sydsuham. Sl van,
Hollaad, Beatinizk, and Glenslg: and the Sos-
Hern Division ex:eading teon th - boundary of the
other, to the village of Arthur, or comprising the
four townships of Nonuauby, E :remont, Minto,
and Avthur, ‘Lhe former Division, I uscertained

frum the agent, contains a population of 1950 souls,”

o! which 1005, or more than one half, are Presby-
terians. 1 have not learaed exetly what is the
ropulution of the lutter: it was upwards of 1109
st year, and it is probably now between 1300 and
1500; but I iinagiue that tie Presbyterians there
wiil scarcly amount to oae liall, there being a great
many Irish Roman Catholics, aswell as Metho-
diste, &c. The line s settled aliost the whole
way fromn the oue end to the oiher, except wh re
the ground is swampy, or otherwise inelugble, or
in the case of a few luts wli:ch remain as Reserces.
There being, however, y:t, few or no setilersback
from the road, a loag space contains but a compa-
utively smdl yumber of inhnintaats, though the
asgregate population of the whnle 1s cous:derable.
Indced, evenin thie neighborhinad of Sydeaham t-
self, the settlors are but few: its o.vn population
dues not prolnbly yet exceed twenty families, and
only five of these are Vreshyierians: while three
auiles square are reserved for House and Park Lots,
of which very little is yet cleared. This, along
aith the circumstances formorly stated, may in
Jome measure account for a smaller attendance at
divine service, iu any one place, than mightbe ex-
pected by those wito had merely heard the gross
amount of the population; and shows tuat while
the waatsare great in_proportion to the actual
numbers, the practicability of supplyiag them by
the settlers themaclves, is in the mean time much
diminished, or in other words, the destitution 1s
rendered still greater by the manaer in which they
are located. { would bag leave also, to remark,
that in the Northera Division, probably much more
than one half of the Presbyterian population speak
Gaclic, and most of those know little English,
maany simost none; while all have a preference for
and understand their native laaguaze better.  And
here, with alt g former suspicion that g
of English was oftea aifccted by our #Highland
®rethren in this cquarry, I desire to bexr testimo-
ny to it asa fact, that 10 st of the Highlanders
in the Owen's Sound Settlements, a minister who
cauld.speai English oaly, would b2 of Little bene-
fit. 1inet many with whom I coald hold no more
¢ommunication than with the majority of the Ia-
dian tribes: and in answer to my taqairy, if they
could apcak English T reccived only an swkwandly
pronounced * not muck.” The Hizhlundershave
genenally settled in clustersalong the line, which
would increase the difficulty of supplying the set-
tlers with ordinances. Aad in commenciag the
work, a ini+sionary eran orlained minister, capadle
ofspeaking both Eaglish and Gaelie, would require
1 have several stativns 10 visit in ratation; which,
asThe back concessisasin

the neighborhood becamme |

axd the people improve in circumstances aeulcd,l
might form distinct congreszantons.  And 1 mnay
add, that s strongly do «s the tde of savmgratioy
set 1n (0 thas dicection, that the ageat expressed ty
us hys coutidence, that of the preseat liberal mwlde
of granting faad be costuned by Gaverament, the '
popataion widl Joudle in twelve maaths. Tie
aality of the soil, tos, aad the situntion of the
lace, alfordiag facilities tor comaaicalion with
the principal ket are well knowa andaliowed
1o hiold out the prospect of th .t becomng in a
short time a very 1monant portion of thec saatry !
1€ we were to paint oat the msnner in which ot
seems the woik of supplying the spirntual destitu. !
tion of this distnct ought 10 be begun, we wonld
s1y that there should be a preaching sation for
English at Sydeaham, as the central pluce of in.
tereat; and another, towards the South end ol the
Northeru Division® with a station for Guelic on
the Lake Shore road, twelve uilesheyond the vil.
lage of Sydenham, .another on what is called the
teuth line of the towaship of the same nawme, four
or five miles on this side of the village; aad athind
about twenty or twenty-five miles below it—that
iv, in all, fiee preaching stations in tie Northern
Division. ™ And ia the Seuthern Division, there
wauld require to be a Gaclic station 1n the upper
part of the towashp of Arthur; and anEaghsh one .,
the lower part; with another English one abote
Maitland,  ‘T'his wonld forin an iteresting nnssion
tisld, but is too much for oue person to undertnke
as Pastor. The daties would be arduous, and there
woutd be a great deal of travellmg.  Even in
sleighing the road is rough, aad arather times,
understand that a great part of 1t 13 scarcely pass.
able. ‘There is, however, an imme liate progpect
of unprovement jis this respect, £ 10'W) Innving bren
vated by Govermnent ta bes expeni-d 0.1 thus line
which,it is expected will be applied to the intended
odject in the ensaing swmmer.  And thns th-
compmunication being facilitated, 229 the scttlers
generally getting over-their early ditficulties, we
trust that of we can ouly stir thein up to exertion
Lelore they bicome enurely carcless, or supply the
waants of such of our people as are at all concerned
abaut the matter, cre they be drawa away by other
Lolies,—our church will, atan distant periol, have
flourishing congregauons and stated ondinances,
with perhaps a Preshytery of lier own, 1n this Dis.
trict; and what is of inare cansequence, professing
chnistians entering apon the ozcupition of thuse
lands, will take possession of them i the nams= of
the King of Heaveu—plant in a hitherto vacant
sol vital christianity, which will muntain and pro.
pagate usell thraugh successive geaeruons—aud
extending the Kingdom of Jesus Cunst, hasten
the glorious period when the earth shail be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the

waters covers the sea,
G. SMELLIE.

LADIES* ASSOCIATION OF KNOX'S
CHURCH, HAMILTON.

1. Tuar the designation of the Association be
#The Lapirs’ Assoctariox or Kxox's Cuuncs,
Hasirron,”

2, ‘That the Minister of Kaox®s Church be Pre.
sideat of the Assaciation.

3. That each Member contribute 5s. on admis.
sion, and 2. 64, sonually thereafter, 10 the fands
of the Arsociation,

4. That contnibutions of articles of Plain and
Fancy work be received from the Mcinbers of the
Association, and others disposed to wid 1a the ob.
Jecis thereof : and that thesebe sent to the Deposi.
tary and sold for the beaefit of the funds, under
the direction ef the Asociauon.

5. That the Association meet on the first Wed.
nesday of each Month,

9 Tlatihe Depositary present at each Monthly
Meeting u list of the articles of work deposited
with her, together with the names of those by
whom they have been contubuted.

7. That the Visitors and the Teachers of the
Bible Classes give Moathly reports respacung their
several departments of duty.

8. That Contribution Cards be fornished to the
Membersof the Associntion, for matking donations
10 the funds of the Associatioc.

9. That the Association will seek to promote

the following objects, viz:=~1. The aiding of the
Hmuinn Fund of the Peesbytery of Ha-

milton. 2. The visitation of families and indi.
viduals in etlliction, eapecially when such services
may be desired by the Seesion 3. The estabe.
hishinent and superintendence of Classes for the
religeous wstruction of young woicn.

Tlus Aesoctation onigiaated 1 the suggestion of
the Sessiwa of Kaox's Charch, Hanbtou, st o
Meeung of which, heldou tie 6t Decenmber, 1835,
tue ohiowang tesoanion was adupted .= *The Seoe
swn bLad wader consdiratva tic opputtunides and

; teans v usefuluess pussenscd by Chnisuau feninles

1 every commsuiy, aud auer deliberston, tee
sulved to recommend that the temales of ity cone
gregation do nssuciate thenmselves for such objects
ol Chastian benevolence as may sppeat to them
most proper, as well an for prayer and Chnistian
conference ; and request the Moderator to cotutnue
tuicate tus te Jetion frc pulpit, and
appoint such tune tor meeting with thein as be
may find convenent.”

In accordance with the uhove recommeudation,
afew of the Ladies of that congregation et on
the 26th December, 1345, and agreed to form
themselves 1110 an Assoztation, 10 be calied *Tug
Lantes® Association or Kaox's Caveonty Hasie-
Tox.*=—=Ullice-Uenters were thien appolnted, the
Reve Mg, Gang, Presdent: Mus. Coermate,
Secrtary : aud Mns. Garr, Teessurer aud Depoo
sitary 3 und u st ot Members was opened, with
the names ot the Ladies present, seven tu number,
and witch has since mcrcased to tlurty-three,

‘I'he object winel appeated to the Mewbees to
have thie stronZest ciaun on their Clirtstian exege
tinns was the Home Mission ot the Prestytery of
Hanulton, and 1t was resolved that this should be
thie irst aud prosiary obyece ol the Association cotds
tred with two others—the visitation ot tamilies op
wndividuals i atthction, and the establishiment and
superintendence ot Claases, for the seligious ia-
struction of young women.

The first of the e objects, whether the extent of
the field, or its destitution be conudesed, 19 well
calculated to stimulate Christians to greater zeal,
self-deaal, and Wberaluy than has yet been mani-
test-d amonust us,  ‘Ilie Prestiytery of Hamilton
compnses within 1t bounds no fewer than eight
istracts, the Gore, Niagara, Wellington, Brock,
‘Talbot, Londou,Westeru and furon: and a sutface
nearly as lurge as Scotland—a wide field, mideed, of
which it way be truly sud, ¢ she narvest is plen-
teous, but the labourers ure few.** la every part
of tlus extenwive region there are localitics where
extreme religious destitut:on sull exists, aad from
which the Macedonian cry 33 often heard, ** Come
over aad help us.”  On the Nonh-westerly side,
beyond Fergus, we have the rapudly increasing
scttlements on the Owen Sound fond, extending
about 60 nules 1 length,—lere there is a jarge
Presbyterian population, but no Minister. The
Settlcrs on the Grand River arcatmost cqually des-
titute, there being no Presbytern Ministeren the
whole line of 1ts course for 40 imites upwards Trom
itsmouth. In the whole District of Tatbot these is
no Prestiytenian Mivister, and osly two in the great
t{uron tract, which conteins 18 Towaships;—and
various localities besidea, not less necessitous, al-
though less extensive and populous, than those
specificd. Inaddition toall thisst ought tobe aisted
that suchimportant stations as Guelph, Loudon,
Willisms, Woodstock, Eck!rid, and Aldbora®, are
without Ministets ; although earnestly dentous to
obtain faithful Pastors, and sble and willing 1o sup-
port them, The foregoing statements will sflord
somne idea of the extent and desttotion of the
Hone Miasion ficld of the Presbiytery of Hamilion,
and the more fully the sulject ts consdered, the
mote strongly will Chnistians feel the obligation
resing upon them to put forth theit energies
towards its mitigation.  Surely while themselves
enjoying the unspealable pnvilege of aregular
dispensation of word and ordinances, they wilt aot
feel indifferent to the spiritual necessities of sthous-
ands around them, who in the providence of God
are not equally favoured. Indeed it wall generally
be found that just 1n proportion as Christians prize
their own sdvantages they will cheerfully devote
their ime aud means, and energies, towarde
plazing withia the reach of their destiiute breth-
rea the means of Grace. DBluch may be accom-
plished by Uitles. He who applanded the widow's
mite and declared it 10 be of more value than all
the munificent sums cast' into the tresswry, still
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