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tremities of eold withiout covering, without shelter, without fuel in the
deepest of winter, and oficn without food and without light. A list of
threescote and eighteen mcn, by name, has been nublished, who wete
massacred by the persecutors named above, and of whom some of thowe
named here were & part; but the number who were thus hunted down
and mundered by the highlanders and the dragoons, in the whole couns
try,is not to be reckoned up, and is indeed incredible

This enteage on the hives of the subjects was not committed by armed
ba.n‘diui on their own rezponsitility. It waa committed by the regular
militacy, by the license of the govermment of the country.  ‘I'he ** brave
wartiors” who led on the troopers ta these acts of musder and oppression,
were such men as Claverhouse, Dalyell, Tag, Criyhton, Beuce, and Dou-
glas, with a host of othiers, who nlike rejoiced in this work of wickedness,
whose disporition and chameter scemed fitted for the work, ‘Fhe names
and the atrocities of these men are a4 familiar to the pensaniry of Scot-
land, a8 if they had lived and acted but yesterday.

he epoliation of property in those days of anarchy was ennrmous.
Whole families in comfortalle circmnatances were utterly suined, and
|hr¢_mr! on the wide world ng beggars,  The perarcutors were not tardy
in finding out the seeret of enriching themselves by the indisceiminate
plunder of the nonconformists, and even oceasionally of those who were
confurmista envugh, if history spenks trae,  Centlemen and farmers, and
stnall proprietars, were the prey on which these vultures seized, aml on
which they futtened. T'he slightest suspicion was easily made to atiach
to this class of persans when they had the principle to refuse subjection
to the domiuant pasty. So jusly was the rapacity of the rulers appreci-
nted by the oppressed people, that some gentlemen, when brought to trial,
resigned all right to their own property, and to them the prosecution was
ﬂl}'_t'\l: But nut anly wag there plundering on & large scale: there was
spoliation in the shape of pilfering, and of this nicanness the magnani-
mous Claverhiouse was often guilty. The houscholds of the lower orders
were uncermonionsly invaded, nnd the little property which they possessed
in_moaey or in clothes wa« purloined.

But the quartering of the rapacions dragoons on the farms and Iairdships
of the middle classes was a scvere infliction. [n such cases the general
custony was, that everyihing in the shape of victuals was devoured, and
what waa not convumed at the time was destroyed—the meal gitnels were
emptied, and their contents vcattered on the ground or trodden in the
dnnghill—the beef and mutton which lind been salied for the sustenance
of the household during the winter, was drawn from the barrelssand
hlok_eal to piecea with their awords, and then trampled under their feet—
the ricks of corn aud hiny were aet fire to—the cows were driven away or
sold—the horsea were seized fo. the vee of the troopers, and in some
cases this scundalous work wan enncluded by tetting fire to the entire
premises, which ‘they leit behind them in flames.  Not unfrequently the
familics, or a postion of them on whom these hardehips were inflicted,
beheld at a distance, in the places whete they had concealed themselves,
these works of vivlence. The military commanders followed the inatruc-
tions and exumple of their governors, and the comnon troopers followed
the practices of their officers, and wrought havoc wherever they found
accasion,

In conncction with this, the aystem of fines, which was prosecuted to
a great extent, was exceedingly oppressive, not only to individuals, but to
whgle counties. Wodrow mentions one case, as a sample, in which the
various fines, imposed on perzons throughout the country generally,
amounted to no less a sum than * one million, seventeen thousand, three
hundred and fifiy-three pounds, mix ahillings and eight pennies, Seota mo-
ney.” It is obvious that such legnlized robbery must have pressed very
heavily on no poor a country as Scotland at that time wae.

Great multitudes were thruwn into prison, nnd kept in confinement
for years in the most painful and distressing circumstances—the personal
freedom of the subject was entirely taken away, and nny person had it
in his power, by & few suspicious hints, to procure the incarceration of
the most peaceable and industrious of the people, Their houses were
surrounded at the dead of night, or in the broad day, and they were
""'?{led from theis families and kindred, and immurred in a jail, from
which they were taken either to be hanished or executed ; and no remon-
steance could in the lenst degree avail either on the part of the imprisoned
themselves, or on the part of their friends. The hardships which were
en(!ured in confinement, were such as no tongue can utter, a specimen of
which we have in the case of the unfottunate prisioners in Dunottar.

But while many were confined at home, numbers were banished into dis-
tant lands, where they were sold for slaves, and endured privations of the
severest kind, and which some of them who were privileged to return to
their native land narrated ; so that there can be no doubt with regard to
the truth of the facts stated.  No person can read the accaunt of the des-
titution and maltreatment of these poor sufferers for conscience sake, in
foreign lands, without the feeling of an honest indignation at the baseress
of those heariless men, by whose mistule they were driven into exile.

Garrisons were stationed all over the south and west,and supplied with
A class of men, whose profligacy wae so notorious as to impose on some
of the places of their tesidence, the appropriste epithet of «* Hell's-byke.”
The country by this means, as Wodrow remarks, had the appeasance of
a conquered province, of & land sacked and pillaged by an enemy, and
wholly under the mastery of a reckless military. It is easy to see how
great must have been the distress of the virtuous pessantry, under the
geaeral supervision of & licentious soldiery, whose work and whose de-
light it was to search out and to drag to punishment those who feared
God in the land, and who, because they feared him, durst not comply

with the defections of the time, nor fall in with the prevailing party.
Every honse was open to the jntrusion of 1hese men, and every inmate
linble to their abuse. A series of enennting questious were generally put
by the troopers to the persons with whom thiey met, in order to expiscate
their sentiments in reference to the measures of the govcrnment—auch as,
Was the bishop's death murder 7 Was the riving at Bothwell Bridge re-
bellion? Do you own thie Sanguhar declaration I Do you acknowledge
the king's supremacy 1 Will you rencunce the covenants ! A string of
such queries was put into the mouths of the ignorant soldiets ; and just
ua the teplivs happened to please or displease them, or just as it ewited
theic caprice, they treated the individuals whom they thus encountered.
They might shoot them, they might take them prisvners, or they might
exoct a fine, or use any liberties or cruelties they chose, dragoons
were long after remembered with terror by the inhabitants, especially of
the western countica ; for they wete grievous scourges, commissioned lo
aftlict and harass with impunity the best potiion ot the nation in which
they lived. “The cracliies exercised by the eoldiery, were equal to the
tortures of the boots and thumbking, employed by the council, for the pue-
pose of extorting confession fruin the victims on whom they had seized.
No age not ¢ex was spared by them ; outrages the most revolling 0 hu.
manity and common decency were practised by them ; and even litile
children were made 1he aport of their vindictive disposiions, for they tied
up theie eyes and threatened to shoot them, and, by & refinement of eru-
eliy, fired their muskets over their heads, till the poor litile creatures
were distracted with terror, and sonie even lost for & season the wse of
their reason,

By means of such procedure, the entire sociul aysiem was throwns into
confusion, and no fewer than two hundred thousand vagrants were found
swarnting over the Innd,  Operatives were thrown out of employment,
leasehulders were driven from theit farms, servants were set free from
their masters, merchants resigned their business, and all el of soci-
ety were driven from their moorings, and everywhere tutned upside
down. Reflecting men wondered what the end of these things would be,
thousands mourned jn secret, and all trembled at the ominous events that
were daily thickening, and fearcd lest a more terrible cloud of calamity
was about to burst over their heads. A whole nation thrown into a state
of idlencss through the misrule of its infatuated goveraore, could not be
otherwise than in 8 moat perilous condition 4 for it was ready 10 make a
prey of itself, and to devour its own flesh ; and had not God in merey
interpoted, there is no saying to what absolute wretchedness Scutland
might finally have been reduced.

But what wasall this for 7—what had the people dope to merit this
treatment? Were they disloyal? were they turbuleat and factiows$
were they reitless under constitutional restraint? were they a elass of
immoral persons who had adopted pestilential grinciples—principles aab-
versive of all religion and all good orderin the country? No! they were
the very reverse of all'this, Never did there exist a class of more pious,
loyal, and patriotic men in any nation,  Why, then, were they subjected
10 such intolerable ahuec ?  The king wanted to remove the old Prosby-
terinniem of Scotland, and to place in its room the Prelacy of the sister
kingdom. ‘To this the religious portion of the nation, .who had swora
the covenants, und who clung to the Presbyterian form of Church govern-
ment, as what they conceived to be the only forin sanctioned by the word
of God, and the form most conducive 1o the promotion of the intesest of
true seligion in the land, objected. Charles, however, aserted his right
of supreinacy in the Church as well as in the State, and he wag deter.
mined to brook no contradiction ; and accordingly he formed the resolu-
tion to force his subjects to submit to whatever mode of Church govern-
ment he thovght fit. It was this iofatuated determination which
duced so lengthened a tramn of sufferings to Scotland,and which in the
end led to the abdication of the throne. 1n the prosecution of his objest,
the king resorted to every weans to coerce his eubjects, whose high and
unbending principles would not permit them to yield to the unreasonable
wishes of a despot: and hence the fierce persecution which forso longa
period raged over the breadth and length of the land. Life, property,
and liberty were all placed at the disposal of an arrogant government,
which unscrupulously availed itself of the lawless pretogative ; for it was
& supremacy in matters civil, as well as in matters ecclesizstical, that
Charles claimed. It has been soid that it was for trifles that our forefa.
thers suffered ; but if this was the case, what are we to think of that
Government which could deliberately enter on a process of spoliation and
murder, and all for triflea?  Bad ss the king was, he had atill worse men
for his counsellors—men who prompted him to measures to which he
might othecwise have becn averse. Sharp, and Middleton, and McKea.
zie, and Lauderdale, wete men fit {or anything. No scheme was too
daring for them, and no act of atrocity too revolting.

If at any time the persecuted rose, either pariially or more genenally, it
was simply in self-defence ; and it is no small wonder hat they endured
#0 long and so patiently that oppression which makes even wise men mad.
Tt is now well known that it was the design of their enemies to jnatigate
them to rebellion, that they might have a fair pretext to wage war ariuz
them. Itill becomes those who now enjoy the hard-won fruits of their
struggles, to sit in cool and calculating criticism on the mapagement and
behaviour of men who were driven almost to desperation by the incessant
outrages which were committed on themselves and their friends. Would
such persons act a better part were days of similar trial to come again{
Notthey. The patience with which the poor persecuted peopls endured
their wrongs were more than human. It was 1he sustenance of divine
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