
OUR DUTY.

attention, your love, youir ife. He seeks to Nvin vour a1lkctions hy the broad
display of'the riches of bis oivn grace, andi tben he clainis your hearty and
active submission to, bis wvilI, both as ai proof of your own interest in bis
salvation and to assist iii the grcat wvork lie bias assigned for bis people, tbe
salvation of the wvorld. God loved you-bis love wvas open, sensible, active,

k-he requires your love, and to prove it by nothing less than a foul surrender
of yourself in actively engnging in bis cause. To sit down and weep and

lament, or to wrestle and struggle like one iii convulsions, or to, gather up a
bdsomful of emnotions and pities, or to have in your mind a well-ordered J
class of views and principles, is not the righteousness that God approves.

My friend-for J-am your friend-believe me wlien I say that the pre-
vailing religious doctrines are frequently delusive, and in nothing more than
this, that you are taughit to believe you may be a cbristian by the power of
feelings, hopes, and desires. With the seriptures in my hand, 1 say that
this teacbing is as dangerous and ruinous as the teaching that offers to take

you to heaven by good wvorks and self-rightcousness. The Protestant who
tells you that your salvation dependsprincipally or wholly upon good feel-
ings and prayers, and the Catbolic who tells ýou tuit your salvation depends
rnostly upon works of menit and righteous actions donc by yourself, are onlyI
telling -you different versions of that whicbi deceivs--the one a Protestant,
the other a Catholic deception. These are two extrernes, and as tle northlt
and -the soufli poles are aEke cold and frigid, so these extremes are alike
destructive.

The chnistian religion bias been treated like its author, blindfolded, dis- ý
robéd, insulted, and mocked; and therefore I %vould most benevolently arrest
your attention, and fix your eye upon a rghIteousness that is divine. At
present I only design a hint. Open the scriptures ; read tbem; study
them ; learn them ; obey them.

Was an angel to place on your table a golden cup full of spiritual wine
freshi from the fouint of heavenly grace, leaving by its side a wnitten direc-
tion that you must partake-of it before you w-ere cured of sin, ivould you
flot hiave to reaclh out yourbhand, put th., cup to your lips, and literaljly drink
in order to eliect, the divine remedy 'i Or if a boal of celestial manna was
placed in your cupboard, ivith the instruction that itot its existence alone
but its use was to benefit, %vould you flot require to eat before your religieus
bunger could.be satisfied? Now, aliticu6h thcre is every provision-the
ricbest stores and the fullest s upplies-mi the gospel, you are placed under
the same obligation to personally accept and actively receive, as you are to
eat hread to, appease your litnger. The wvhoIe may be sumrned in the---
words, - Ats, in re&emplion, God's love was active, so muet yours.

flut. aedin, Are you a professor 1 Amn I converïing, with one ivho bas
niade the noblestlof ail confessions, that Jesus Christ is Lord, Leader, and
Lawgiver? Then, also, 1 would equally erjoin nctivity. What are -von


