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“ Whon I was thirteen,” eaid tho master,
"1 was ab leash $wo years further advanced
than you atre How do you account for
that 7"

“I've heard my father eay,” roplied the
boy, & litHlo diflidontly, “ thas they used to
bave a great doal better teachers than thoy
have nowadays."—Selected.
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THANK YOU.

1T is 80 easy to say “ Thank you" The
offort i§ costs is 8o alight. The two shord
words are 80 quickly spoken, end yeb they
mean €0 much. They do not mean only
$hat yon are really thankfal, bub they in-
dicake that you obzerve the gentle courtes-
ies of life, and that goes far soward mak-
up wha$ we regard ag the caltured gentle-
rasn or lady. There are thinga shat are of
far greater value than mere polish ang glit-
ter. Solid deeds are of vasily mors con-
sequence. But even the best deedsacquire
added worth when performed wish gentle-
ness and grace rather than rendered in a
rude or uncouth way. The diamond pos-
seases intrlnsic value-in the rough, bus its
worth is immensely heightened when the
gem is polished. Qold from the mine is
valasble, but ity worth is increased when
it is purified and stamped into coin, or
wrought into beauty by the ekill of the
artish
A simple “Thank you," $o0 your parents,
to your brothera and sisters, to any from
whom you receive any form of attention
or favour, for the slightess acts performed,
for s question answered, for a hundred
pawmeless things, will fell grestly opon
yourself, making you more gentle and re-
tined,and encouraging a proper gelf-respect,
and in the estimate of others for you. If
once you acquire the habit of saying tho
words, they will coms easy, and yon would
feel embarrassed at the thought of baving
omitted to express your obligation for a
favounr.

To cultivate tho habit of being polito,
you should address your motherand sisers,
and all in the home circle, as you would
nddress strangors soward whom you desire
to be particularly well-behaved ~ When
the habit of constant politoness is woll as-
toolished a$ home, you will bo easy in so-
ciety, and escape a hundrod awkward em-
borrassments to which young people are
subject, becauso of their defective training
in the home.

THEIR NEW YEAR'S DINNER.

“MoTHER, can’t I have a few crombs for
the birds? only a handful, and I will not
eat any suppor to-night.”

Ernest's mother looked a$ him sadly, and
shook her head. “I have only a litile
moro food in the house, Ernio, $his New
Year’s eve, and if tho dreadfal storm keeps
up, I don’t know how I am to feed you and
your little brothers and sistera”

“They look so hungry!” sighed the boy;
“I cannot kcep away from the window,
and I caonot forget about them.*

“You mush ask God to take care of the
birds and us foo,” said his mosher.

When the children woke up in the morn-
ing, the skorm that had been raging for
two days and nights was over; the wind
was3 no longer blowing the snow into great,
bigh, whits drifts, and the sky wasclear;
but the ground- was coversd deep, dzep,
and it was biiter cold.

Ernest ran to the window of his littls
room under the eaves of the house; there
on tho big tree by the back gate, was a
crowd of birds, big and little, which had
taken refoge there from the storm.

“ Poor little birda!” rsid Ernest; * I have
nothing to give you, but if the heavenly
Father gends us anything to ead to-day,
you shall have half of mine.”

When the children collected in the kit-
chen for moming prayers, they were sur-
prised fo see a stranger citting by the
stove warming his hands.

*“You didn's know ib enowed strangers,
did you?” he said, laughing a the open-
eyea surprisc. Then he told them that ho
bad started to join a great New- Year hunt-
ing pardy, had losb his way, and would
have perished bub for the light in their
mother's window that guided him to her
deor, and ber charity in taking him in.

“I am sorry to have such a poor break-
fast for yon, sir,” said the widow; “ but we
bave no more food in the house.”

“Ob, that is easily remedied !” cried ii:+
stranger; and, going to his bed-room, he
brought out & greas hamper thay was to
have helped furnish lunch for the hunting
parky. “Come,” said he, “my horse isnos
fit to travel to-day, but this will make us
a New Year's dinner.”

“Can the birds have some?”
Ernest.

“Tho birds ? Happy New Year to them !
They shall il {heir storaachs,” said the
hunter; snd when she children and the
birds had feasted, “ Madam,” he said to the
children’s mother, “Inever enjoyed g New

pleaded

“Thon you have proved the ftutgg o
those words of onr Lord which comsy
through the apostle Faul,” raid she *s I we:
member $he words of our Lord Jesm Ifraw

he said, It is more blessed to give thvhoso fi
receive.'” To ma
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A MORTIFYING MISTAKE. 'S che

I STUDIED my tables over and ovez'z:g%;
backward and forward, $o00,
But I couldn’s remember six $imes 1o his
and I didn's know whas 4o do, “Wwhile
Till sieter bid me to play with my dollfg oy
nob to bother my head. The p!
“If you call her ‘ Filsy-four’ for s~
you'll learn i$ by hear$,” she saiiOh, the
I theu
So I took mny favourite, Mary Ann (14T hese |
I thought 'twas a dreadful sham: Make
To give such a perfectly lovely child
a perfectly horrid name), ast the
And 1 called her my dear little “¥ And I
four " a hundred times, #ill I knyPlan t
The auswer of gix dimes nine as well, And £
answer of §wo $imes two. The be

Next day Elizabeth Wigglesworth,.s"].h“
slways acts 80 proud, 3 litel
Said, “ Six times nine is fifby-two,” (And,
nearly laughed aloud ! Osn’s ¢
Bub X wisned I badn’ when teacher yy
“ Now, Dorothy, te'l if yon CAD;wh o
For I thonght of my doll, and—sakess ary!;’l
—1 answered, *“ Mary Ann 1
—St. NiwchoShe's |
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0.'va

rSaid

As memma and I were coming ik
fromn & meeting of the mission banc%to?
terday, we meb Mre. Figkin, He! ¢

“Ia, Sally,” ssys Mrs Fiskin (st tp :
ways calls mamma that), “what o r
you drag this dear child to such py{qeq
Now, 1 always teach my girls that ¢t ng
begins at heme.” Tho ¥

“Yes,” said mamma in her gantle ¥},
“go it dosa; I hope I am interesiv¥
bome charilies too: what are your ..
doing for home charities 2" st

Mra. Fiskin got red in the face, **
was sorry mamma had asked her ths i
cause she didn's know whai to say. - * 4
I don's wanb you #o think that our -
bsnd girls forget the poor peopleat b s
eaid mammn ; “stop here with me a mt~ *
We were juss opposite the child’s nr'"*
and hospital, and mamma took Mrg B.C 1’
in to geo littie Polly Ward, the col-af
baby that our Sunday-tchool kespsi 22
because her mther died and left bles. 3
nobody.

The nurse told us how skin-and-I' ¥
Polly was when she firsb came; sk Seeo
$ainly wasn's skin-and-bone-y now. 0. 4

*La, Sally,” says Mra. Fiskin, I
bome and tell my girls they'd betteri ¢
mission band mesting; ib looks asiwt
membering the black chi'dren in 472
made ’'em think abous the black ch'=4
at home.” 2

"1 am sure it does,’ said mawas’s Mo

BEGINNING AT HOME.

Year's dioner so much in my life”

ing. Bitle
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