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are pleased to accompany me in my missionary lahors onwards | tions of the Indian country. The following letter is most
upon the great fronticr, to be a Ploncer with me, I should cer- | interesting to every true lover of the Gospel aud its power over

tainly be very remiss were 1 to neglect informsing you from

as much yours as it is mine,  We are servants for Curist, and
so are you.  We that are in the field ave the immediate labor-
crs, you are the more remote ones, but fully as much laborrs
as we are.

Ascenston-lay counts the first dnnfversary of the mission
to the Chippeways !

ally and temporally these poor aborigines, the Pagans of our
own land !

accompanying new wissionary cftorts, the lewving our post to
mike public and personal appeals through the Chureh,  We

and carnest amongst our people, who have stepped forward,
upon our first entering amongst them for the work of the Gos-
pel, to supply all our lack.

Missionary, *“ first to Iibor to make these Indians men, that so
we may be the better able afterwards to make them Curistiaxs,”
How far we have succeeded in the first and in the second of
these objects I hope now to show you, The romance usnally
thrown around the Indian and the wigwam as found in books
is most untrue to the original.  1le is a poor degraded creature
living on the ground, in Jirel bark huts, and continually

rains of Heaven! 1lis bodily support coues from the uacertain
chase and the wild products of nature.  Dut having no houses
in which to preserve anything, he is often in great straits
for preserving life.  And if this is his condition corporeally,

the Great Supreme, he only pays Worship to lHim once or
twice a year in excessive dancing and hideous yelling!  Ilere
are then two pictures, one, of the Indian in his state dodily,
and the other, of the Indian in his state spiritually. In both
respects, the work of our humble mission has refuted the

ficld of labor.

That the children only could be wrought upon, and even herein
the question was a very doubtful one. But what has been the
result? ‘This almost twelvemonth shall speak foritself.  I'hose
houses of hewed logs which you see but a short distance from
the Mission House are Indian dwellings, the result of their own
exertions. We have encouraged them indeed <n bueilding,

the work themselves. 1low rejoiced we were on sceing the
light from a neighbor's house, on the jirst night of the Indian
moving into his morc substantial and gxed abode !

different periods laboring as he had not done before, and as many
J as thirty continuously working with the axe or otherwise for
& a support. We may with truth say there was not a Luagry
wigwam round about us, This could be said of no other spot

in the Indian country, bordering upon the white population.

Y am too unacquainted with the more remote interior to be

able to answer correctly concerning the Indians, when whelly

removed from the influence of the whites. The work ot the

past winter has not been confined to the Indians of this single

N village, but many Indians from abroad have been here to work,

: or to take note of the treatment of their brethren by the mis-
sion. In consequence of which, several petitions have been

\ made us from abroad to come and plant missions in other por-

which was our duty to do, but with little exception, they did .

i
!

And how thankiul should [ be for the -
blessings that have attended our endeavours to benefit spiritn-

men Frar Movrn,” the aged and principal chief of n bund

time to time of the progress of our work ; for the work is quite { of cleven hundred lndians, who live cighty niles to our north-

west, at a lahe thirty miles in length, called ** Kah-sal-squah-
jee-mo-kag," writes through an intevpreter under date the 27th
January as follows:

“ My friend=- Ninee T saw you, you have been always in
my memory. I have since thought of a great many things that
you could do to better our condition. My fricnd—You cannot
imagine how anxious I am to have you come and live among

us, and oh ! how glad T will be when L come from my Hunt to

1 could in no wise have looked for the resulis that -
now appear, shart of three or jive years labor, but the Great .
lead of the Church has been pleased to bless us, throngh the .
prayers and offerings of the faithful, which have beeun so sin-
cerely oftered up, as o relieve us from that wsual necessity -

are thankful indeed that the poor Indian has friends so many :

“ Our design has been,” in the language of an Indian :

see some part of your llouse put up on the bhorders of omr
Lake. ‘This lake bas been owned by our furcfathers, and no
one will have a word to say when 1 hase made any promises,
and I now say to you, cone and chose out a place which is not
occupied, anywhere ahout our lake, and take and u.e freely
anything, wood, hay, fish, &c., which will make you comforta-
ble.

My friend—1 shall leave in a few days for my Hunt, and will
not be back again before the Spring opens,

My friend—!f you have any compassion for us and our
children, you will not hesitate to come now and choose a place
for your home. I shall leave word with Burraro and the old

men what to say to you. They will not be bad words, but good

wrapped in the blanlket, which is never washed except by the :

what must it be spiritually, when, having indeed a sense of :

asscrtion made us by too many before we catered into this ¢
It was told us that we could have no hopes of -

. n 1
the present generation of adults. "That they would net change. |

ones, that they shall speak.

My friend—When 1 get back from my Hunt and see you
getting ready to live among us, Dwill then be glad to know
that some of our people will have the oppurtunity to learn from
whence the whites get their knowledge

My friend—-"This is all at present, and T hope the Great
Se.ur will spare my life, until § see you living amongst us.

During the month of March, Ivisited thi  hief’s Jake and
selected an adwmirable site for another Indian Mission Iouse,

t T trust under circumstances so favorable and ¢mperious upon

us all, as indeed the cry for help from the Pagan to the
Christian must ever be regarded, this appeal of ““ I'rat Movtn ™
will not pass by unhceded by oursehes and the Church
at large.  We regard this first Indian Mission TJouse as the
tratning establishment, where the clergyman and laymau (male
and female) may be prepared in the lenguage, manners and
habits of the Indian for the Church’s work through the whole
Indian country.  T'he recently chosen site then for the next
Station will form the sccend link in the chain.  Qur journcy to
the old chief’s residence was in many respects a novel one

,for me, for notwithstanding T have camped out, sleeping

"This much |
we saw during the first winter, and morcover through that winter |
we saw the Indiaus to the number of perhaps three hundred at

upon the ground for thirty nights in succession whilst tra-
velling, yet this one had its peculiarities, and it was fortu-
pate for me that the Chaplain and Commanding Officer of Fort
Ripley consented to be my companions, for the latter having
served in the Florida and Mexican wars understood completely
the necessary prepavations for bivouacing. ‘The intensity of
the cold required large fires during the night, and hence it was
quite impossible to use a tent.  \We therefore slept upon the
ground, after clearing away the deep snow, wrapping ourselves
in blankets and lying down with our feet towards the fire.
And notwithstanding we were travelling through a Wilderness
where there was not a habitation of any kind (Indian or white
man) we slept, after commending ourselves to the Divine pro-
tection, as free from all fear of man, the beasts of the forest,
or the clements, as you can in the midst of a barred city. The
weather during this journey ranged from 12 to 18 degs. below
zero! And yet we slept in the open air without peril of our
lives! Our ccnveyance was the frain  which is a species of
the Lapland sleigh, but drawn by a single horse, or by three
or more dogs. The train is a long narrow hoard, withont run-
ners, seats or sides, to which our robes and luggage are lashed,
and vponwhich we sit in constant expectatron of heing laid off'at
full length upon tue snow, which for the tirst two or three day’s
journey was too often a reality. But at length we became quite



