
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

1)y ne0 ineans ailleunts to lin intention. Se it wvas
Nvith Jetreny -fonles. Ilii Ilil poil, inkl, ----d Lapc
%vitliin his reacli, aud his tinie %vas nt his ownl diS-
posai ; why filon coula hie net wvrite Ilig letter thlat
niglit as wcll as iii the itioriiiP, I

As Joffery Centinuied Iookiîîg at the tire and niusing
.0n thinigs genle by, lie rellneînbercid l-o that a nei"h-
heur of his lîad donc hit ant injury, theugh. net
ir.tentienally. It is truc hat lie hqd endeavouredl te
inako aînends fer it, and earnestly iînpfloed to be
forgiven, but this fergiveness liad nover beent grantcd.'
Tite last niglit of the yoar, howevcr, Nvas net * > tinue te
ho implacable, se the theughit ef calling ont !is neih
heur in a kindly spirit eccurrcd te Iiini. Il I have
a grc.at mind," sati lie, ilte eall ei iiii to-iterrew."

It iras but six o'cleck wvlici lie said this; whly thoni
could hoe net have put ont bis liat aud great-ceat, and
seen blis neiglibour nt once?' Ire weuld thon have
healed the iveuudcld hocart of inother, and afWerded
satisfaction te Iiis own.

As Jeffery Joues -%vent on in lus cegitationîs, it
oecurred furthier te luis nenory that a feu, days heoer3

a ase of great distress lhad been înientioned te Iiiii.
.1 peer, deser;'ing wonîau, ivell brenglit up, 1usd, by
the sickness andi death of lier lîusband, ben rcduced
to oxtrcinity, se that soutîe ternperary assistance ivas
requircd te enablo lier te kccep lier lieuse over lier
lîead and support lier littie eues. Tiiere -%eto uiany
ivlîo wore ready te, help lier, but soute ene ivas iwanted
te take the lcad. Jcffery Joucs was rieli enougli
te spare freon luis ewni pîmrse the rcquired sunui without
inceuivenienco, or by the effert of ait lieutlie might
hlave obtained it freon others, but lue neglected te take
cither course. The last iiiglut of the ycar broitglit tho
mattor honte lujMin, and lie beegan te tlîink of -oing
te the poor ivomaîî and tclling lier wlîat lie ilntendcd
te do. IlI have a great mind," said lie, Ilte o te lier
iii the mornin-.'

Oh, Jeffery! Jeffcry ! lîadst thoen lad the cause of
the poor wenisn at thy lieart, dieu wouldest ]lave gene
thiat very lueur ; the fatluorlcss nxiglit thon ]lave
blessed the, aud the ividoiv have put thîy naine iii
lier lirayer.

.Teffery Joncs mused anotiier ]teur or twvo by ]lis
Clicorful fire aud wehl.swept liearUu, huaving Ila great
îiind " te do many things, buit conding aIl iii doit)-
netliing. Tite celd wceatlier gave an additienal cliaran
te bis fîre-aide; a comfortable tea and a hot supper
<irove away frein luis tlueugh,,Its ]lis aged relative, lus
ponitent nie;,Igbotir, and the poor videw ; and Jcffery
Joncs retired te a dowvny bcd, very littie affccted
ivith thieuglits of othier peeple's iniseries.

The uuorrow caine sud brouglit wvith it its occupations
and its cares; aud thouugl Jcffery ivas in a great
degree a, mnu of leisure, ue, found enengli business ef
one k-ind or anothier te enag ls attentioni; absorbed
hy the events of the passiuîg heurs, tlîe reflectiens ef
the preceding nighit ne longer hield a p)lace iii his
nemery.

A week, or tivo of tlic new year huld flewn before
.Tefrery Joncs gatve Iiuuself the trouble te inquire, after
the widow; and lie thon learned tliat, as ne one had
stepped forwar.d in lier faveur, tlîc landierd 1usd

distrailicd tapon lier for rent, sud( the poor brokeu-
licarteil woeuuau N-itlî lier little eules luid. departed. nM
one lkîîei ivilere.

Goe, C'et thec te thy ceifrts, 'Jcffery Toiles; cati
drinuk, and skepl, if thont canst, witheut ceuaupiction
but for ail this thon art uiot guiltle.-s cenccrning the
fatherless aud the %widowv. Il ]3lssed is lie tLInt con-
sitloretli thc poor ; the Lord Mivil (elivor Iiiai iii tinie
of trouble. Tlîe Lord tuill strengthien huaii upon the
bcd of langruishing ; Thoit wilt illake all luis bed iii bis
siekucaes."

It unliglît, perhuaps, be as muol ns tll£c z; foui
mnenths after this-for the liawthuorn troc tvss tMien ini
blessoîn, and Lue birds were singinu-iwliuu the news
camne snddeiily upen Jefery Joncs tlîat lus neiglibeur
1usd loft the counîtry for Canuada, havîng declared tit
if ene thing more thant aziothor oppresscdl bis mid oin
quitting luis native lanud, it wvas tho fact of luis iiever
hiaviiîg ohtained the forgiveoss of the mîiglubour
wheun hie liadl 111iwittingly iujurcd.

And se, Jefrcry, thon hast allewedl tluy noiglibour
te cross the wide sens %vith au srrewv ii luis hicart,
tlioaugh wvith a wvord of kindîuess thon mnightest biave
rcmovcd iL, and pourcd oul and balini into ]lis voinids.

Thou. hast propared. bitter herbis foi: tlîy repst, and
planted tiiorns iii tlîy pillewv. Il If thuy brother
trespass against tlîee, rehukoc Iim ; and if lie repent,
forgive Maln. And if ho trespass a-ainst tlîce seven
times iii a day, and soven tintes in a day tuîia
agaiuu te thce, sigI rep>ent; thon shait fergive
hiiiii.1

It was whlien the reapors were at wvork iwitli tlîeir
sickiles, and biîdîing the alîcavos iii tho fields, tixat a
lettor wvith a black seal câmne te Jcffery Joieos,. whIicu
miadle ls lieart misgive hrnt. i.s lio feared, it -sas to
say tliat luis aged relative, te ivhoun lie liad acted
unkindly, ivas dcad.

And wvhat thinkest thon niow, Jeffery 1 The peer
wvidoiv wvandered away iii lier distroas without thuine
aid; thuy neighîbeur loft bis country ivithiout thc con-
solation of tlîy forgiveucs; and thine aged relative
lias becai called Dvaý freint thue wvorid ivitlîouL an
ackiuowlcdgmont freon tluce of thine unkindiness.
Truiy, tlîou. hast enlcolmlpasscd thyscif about ivithi many
sorrews.

To ivaste that tinoe in profiticas mîîsing ivliiclh
ouglit te be emploed iii benevolent action, is a~ great
theuglu a coniion errer. MWlien eur pleughilig and
sowing is ideal, our luarvost is net lilyI te o rosia.
We may peint tho fingor of repreacli sud derision at
*Jeffory Joucs ; but are wve ourselves frcc freint lis simiful
infirmity ? Doe our dleeds equal our detorminatiens ý
sud are we aware that lie ivlio defers tili te-iinorrow
the duty of to-day, risk-s tîo luaward of noever doitig it
at ail 'I

Reader, Linie is liistcning ont with giant strides, sud
eternity iitli ail of us is wcellniglu at liand. If thon
hast a fauît te coufess, an injuu-y te forgive, or a
kzindnoss te pcrfrrn, ho net content ývith. liaiving IIa
great nind" te do it, but set about iL wit]i ail thy

hersdlot -it be doule directy-
flaîcbcring, ii Liais world of sin snd 8orroive,
Ticat one '<te-da.y" i8 wvortli a score soiioios*


