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Saviour with his Chureh in all ages, to
guide, vroteet, and comfort his prople.
Tissoxs:

1. We shanid he willing to resign o
God whatever ix dvavest and mostvaluable.

2, We must be solichous to put away
all sin.

3. We mast diligently istruct our chil-
dren.

4. On suitable oceasions we mist not

whom she had o deughter named Salowe.
Hevod, having become ensmounrad of her,
put away bis former wite, and persuaded hey
o leave her first hushand and live with

him. Lencethey weve diving in b h adul-

. tevy

. Hered sirst heavd Johu

hesitate 10 speak of the woaderful works of :

God, V.9
Docerise:
God claims our bust servives.  dev. xxil.
20; Mal. i. 13; Lauke jix. 18, 17,

'PHIRD SABBATH.

Sepreer : —John hdenddd. Mark vi
12-29.

V. 12—Repentance means tuning from
sin. ‘Fhis was the burden of John’s preach-
ing, and was promineng in the teaching of
the aposties.  The Jews were called on to
forsuke their sins, because the Mesginh had
come 10 offer furgiveness.to the penitent.

V. 12.—Demomacal possession seuns to

and ineest, s urarriages etween such
near relazions were forbidden.  Lev. xviii.
16.

From verse 20th it appears that when
preach, lie was
deuply impressed by his elogu nee, caruest.
ness, and Gaithfulness, listened to hitm with

© pleasure, and did much to show how highly

Gre appreciated his holy chatacter. So men
wuy often delighe in hearing the goupel,

*may liberally contribute to the cause of re-

ligron, may show great Kindness and respect
to the ministers of Christ, and like Ilerod
may do mawy things; but lke him alvo

- thev may still cleave 1o their sies. Jolm’s

have been permitterd during the time of our |
Saviour. in order that his alwighty power

might be mamfested in expelling evil spirits,

and in cuabling the disciples to do the sume,

Anointing with oil was supposed to have &
remedial effect in many diseases, but it
secins 1o have been performud by the Apos-
tles ns o symbuol of the miraculous cures
which they wrought, as the Saviour him-
telfanointed the eyes of the blind mau with
clay.

1'v. 14-16.—The Herod here mentioned
was Herod Antipas, the son of Ierod the
Great, who ruled vver Galilee and Perea.
e had hasely aud cruelly killed Johu the
Baptist for reasons subsequently stated ;
and so great is the power of aguilly consci-
ence, that though. as we leara from history,
he inclined fo the views o the Sadducees,
who believed neither in angel nor spirit, yet
on this occasion he coulid not resist the su-
perstitious impression that this wonderful
teacher, suddenly appearing after John’s
decease, and performing such marvellons
works, must be John himself, whom God
had permitted to return to life, and from
whom therefore he might expect a terrible
setribntion.  Qthers, however, belicved that
Jesus was Elijal, whose return had been
predicied by Malachi, or perhaps that he
was the Prophet, Jike to himself of whom
Moses had writien.

Vv. 17-29, contain_an account of the
murder of John the Baptist, and the cir-
cumstances which led to it. Ierodias was
a granddaughter of Herod the Great, and
therefore nicee to Ierod Antipas. She had
been first married to his brother Philip, by

nohle boldness and faithfulness furnish ae
admirahle pattern for the imitation ef every
minister of Clrist, and indeed of every
Cheistian, 1Te was highly honoured by this
haughty monarch, and had the strougest
inducements 10 temporize: but as he had
been sent 1o denounce the sins of the na-
tion and to urge them ta repent, so he
could not bhe unfeithiul to this great snnet
heeause he was a monareh.

Trom the way in which Herod at first
treated Joha, it is proiable that e wonld
not have imprisoned him, if he hed nat
teen urized on by i bitter malice and ra,ze
of the wicked Heradias, Yor a long time
he vesisted her sotieitations that he would
put John to death, but her perseverance
was at length suecessful. At w snmptuous
cutertainment given by Herod on his birth
day to the dignitaries of his conrt, Salome,
the daughter ¢f Herodias, danced before
them with so much grace and spirit, that
Ilerod, carried away by his admiration,
sashly promised that she should have what-
ever she might ask, if it were the half of
his kingilom. The conduct of this young
Jady, which violated all the rules of wmodusty
and propricty then existing among easteri
nations, shows that her abandoned mether
had oo faithfully trained her duaghter in
her own ways. Saleme having consulted
with Herodias, demanded thas the head of
John should be given her in a Jarge dish, in
order that she might take it to her wmother,
aud let her feast her eyes on the proof that
theman whom she hated had been destroycd.
Herod was shocked by this brutal request;
but regard for a siuful oath, and respect for
a false code of honour, induced him to
grant it; and John was accordingly be-
icaded. -

The judgments of God descended on the
hends of all the actors in this shameful
crime. 1erod’s army was defeated in a war
whicl avose out of his marriage with He-
rodins. They were both subscquently




