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The Subbathy Scliool,

LESSONS FOR SEPTEMBER.

pe———

FIRST SABBATH.

Susiecr —~TZhe Light of the Wiorld, John
IX. 1-1L Golden Toxt—Psalm cxix. 18,
Par. passages—Ps. ox1x, 130; Eph. v. 14;
1. Pet. 11 9.

The first verse brings before us the man
whom Jesus miraculously cured. He had
been blind from his birth, and this fact in-
dicates s radical defect in his eyes, rather
than an imperfection caused by disease,
which might be cured by medieal skill. It
is said that. blindness which dates from
birth is never cured. ’

In 'V, 2nd we have the enquiry of the
Apostles as to the reason why he had been
thus affiicted. It involved three opinions,
two of which were erroneous: first, that ol
suffering is sent as punishment for sin—a
principle which is contradicted by the
teaching of Scripture (see the history of
Job, and Luke xI11., 1-5), and also by the
events of ordinary life, in which we see
great sinners often very prosperous, Se-
condly, that a man might sin before he was
born, a position which implies the doctrine
of the transmigration of souls, which is
not countenanced by Scripture. Thirdly,
that the sins of parents somotimes entai
sufferings on their offspring, a belief which
we know to accord with statements of the
Bible and the dealings of Providence,
though not applicable to this case,

Vs 3-6 gives the answer of Jesus, It as-
sures them, first, that this man’s blindness
was not a retribution for the sins which he
or his parents had committed, though like
all others of our race they were sinners, but
that it was to show the glory of God as dis
played in his works—of ais sovereignty
1n inflicting it, and his mercy and power in
curing it. Secondly, that this work o.
mercy was committed to Christ as the re-
presentative of the Father; that the day of
life was drawing to a close, and thathe
must be diligent in completing the work
given him to do before the night came when
no man could work. Thirdly, He calls
Himself the Light of the World. In Mat.
1v. 2 He is called the Sun of Righteousness,
and in Luke 1. 78, the Dayspring from on
High, As thesun, whileabovo the horizon,
is the only source of light, so He, while in
the world, was the only source of all of
which light is the emblem. Light and
darkness have always been regarded as the
most striking symbols of knuwledge and
ignorance. Christ, by his word and spirit,
is the only source of that knowledge which
makes wise unto salvation. As light adorns
the world with beauty, and fills every sen-
iient being with joy, so Christ is the dis-
penser of .ie beauties of holiness and of joy
unspeakable to all hi:ﬁeople. And as light
promotes growth, heslth, and fruitfulness

1shed and made fruitful by the beams of 4
Sun of Righteousness,

Vs. 6 ond 7 relate the paxticulars of {]
miracle, i

Sary.

T'he remainder of the lesson shows i}
all who had known the man were greatid
astonished, and could searcely be brougiil
to admit that sojgreat & miracie could by
been performed.

SECOND SABBATH.

SuBJECT :—The Good Sheplerd, John i
1-11. Golden Text —Isaiah xu. 11
Here we have a parable, and the exply
tion of it by Christ. The parable is il
duced by thesolemn formula Verily, Ven M
on intimation of the importance and«fl
tainty of what was about to be said. '

A sheegfold was an_uncovered space
rounded by a low wall, affording poteci
to the flock by night, In this wall thy
was & door for entrance and departure,
sheep entered by the door ; so did the She
herd. But thieves and robbers clik
over the wall. They could not enter
the door, because a porter guarded it
allowed none such to pnss. But when
true shepherd came with his flock thegd
ter opened to him, and allowed him
in and out, the sheep following hinm,

- Shepherds in the East lead their flo
The sheep know the shepherd’s voics «f
follow when and where he calls; but
will not answer to a stranger’s voice, ind
they fleo from isterrified. Fora fullu
standing of this parable teachers wold
well to consult Thompson’s “‘Landand
Book,” page 202, English edition.

V. 6,—Christ’s audience did not
stand his parable. Nor did they wish
understand it, for it was spoken
many of them; at least, it was e
ageinst the teachers and rulers whow
present, and from the connection it
seem that a good many of them weep
sent, Hence Christ has to explain,
V. 7.—*I am the door,” dc, Cind
the door of entrance for His sheep-]
people—into the true fold—the Churh

V. 8.—This verse would be better
stood if for the word “before,’ wers
stead of,> ¢ All that ever came insi
me.” The prophets ceme * befors (i
but not instead of Him. They dides
tend to possess Messianic autho
false teachers did. They endest
lord it over men’s consciences, b
people of God, howover, did not
obey such false teavhera,

V. 9,—If thesheup go in by the dx
are safe and will be fed, Christ
have in Him both protection and,

V. 10.—Here we have the objuh 0
sign of the true and falso shephendi 1




