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FIRST SAI3BATH.
SuBiJtOT-TlaeLight Of the Weld, Jobhn

lx. 1-1l Golden Toxt-Ps3aha cxxx. 18.
Par. passages-Ps. cxix. M3<; Eph. v. 14;
L. Pet. IL 9.

The firat verso brings, before us& the man
wlnom Jesus miractilously cured. He lad
been blind from lis birth, and this fact in-
dicates a radical defeot in bis, eyes, rather
thart an imperfection caused by disease,
which miglit be cured by medical skill. It
is said that, blindness whidh dates frons
birth is nover cured.

In V. 2nd we have the enquiry of the
Aposties as to the reason why lie ladl been
thus afflioted. It involved three opuln
two cf %Yhich were erroneous: first, that ah
suffering is sent as punishment for sin-a
principie wbich is contradicted by the
teaching of Scripture (sec the bistory cf
Job, and Luke x.. 1-5), and aiso by theevents cf ordi.nary life, in which we seo
great sinners often very prosperous. Se-
condly, that a mani miglit sin before lie was
bora, a position whicih implica tihe doctrine
cf .lie transmigration of seuls, which is
net countenanced by, Scripture. Tlirdly
that the ains of parents soetimes entai
sufferings on their offspring, a belief whicli
we know te accord wvitii statements of the
Bible anid the dealinge of Providence,
theugli net applicable te this case.

Vs 3-6 gives the answer of Jesus. It as-
sures them, first, that hils man's blindness
vas net a retribution for the sine which ho
or lis parents lad committed, tbcugli like
ail others of our race they were sinners, but
that it vwas te show tho glory cf God as dis
played ini his works- jl' ýiis s6vereignty
in ificting it, and his mercy and power ini
curing it. Secondly, that this work o.,
mercy was committed toi Christ aq the re-
presentative of thne Father; that the day cf
life vas drawing te a close, and that ho
must be diligent in compieting the work
given hirn te do bofore the nigint came when
ne mani could work. Thirdly, Ho cails
Himself Vthe Likht cf Vhe World. In Mat.
iv. 2 Ho is cailed the Sun of Rigintecusnes,
and in Luke 1. 78, Vthe Dayspring from on
Higli. As the sun, while abovo theo horizon,
is Vthe cniy source cf ligint, se Ho, 'ville in
the worid, was VIe only source cf ail cf
which ]ight is the emblem. Light and
darkness have always been regarded as Vthe
most striking symbole cf 1xuwledge and
ignora-nce. Christ, by bis vord and spirit,
la the only source cf that knowlIedgo which,
makes vise unto saivatien. As liglit adorns;
the world wth beauty, anad filsa overy sen-
Lient being with joy, se Christ la the dis-
penser cf hne beauties of loliness «id cf joy
unspeakable ten alis pecople. And as light
promotes growth, heeth and fruitfudness

e3ECOND SABBATH.
5u13JECr :-Tlie GoodShpedJn

1-n1 Golden Text -Isaiah, Xn. â111
Here we have a parable, and the expin

tien cf it by Christ. The pinralle is 'it
dxnoed by thesolemn formaula Veî-lly, e,
u intimation cf tino importance and

taint>' cf what 'vas about te be said.
A sleepfold, 'vas an uncovered space

rounded by a low wnl,4 afferding p:etete tino fioci by niglit. In Vinis -<i <11th
vas a door for ontrance and doparture.
sineep entered by the door; se did the,
boerd. But thieves and robbers cli*
over thne walL. Theo> could neot elnter
the deor, bocause a porter guarded it
allowed none sudh te pass. But whea t
true shepherd came wnth bis fiock the
ter openod te huin, and allowed bisa fo
ian ant! eut, the sbeep following Iiii.

*Shepherds in tho East lead their
The sheep knnow the shepber-d's oice
foliow when anid where hoe calis; but
wil1 fot answer te a stranger's voice, in
they'fiee fromitterrified. For afuil
standing cf this parable teachers wonl
well ta, censult Tlompsen'a "Landan
Bock," page 202, Englh editian.

V. O.-Crists audience did inot
stand bis parable. Nor dia tlîey Wish
undorstand it, fer it was spoken
many f thons; at least, 1V; 'Msagansnt the teachors and ruirs 'Whpresent, and frcm, the conuection itý0
seem, that a good nnany cf tinesu weje
sent. Hence Christ bas te eaplan

V. 7.-'I am the dooa-'rc.
thne door cf entrance for Hsa
peope-inte the true foid- theCcsb.

V. 8.-This verse would be botte
stood if for tIe word Ilbefore,' we #d
8tead of., «'Ail that ever came ilu
me." Tino prophets £=om' befo
but flot instead cf Hlm. Thcey eias
tend te pessess Messianic authoi<j:
faise touchers did. Theyr endeax
lord lt ovor men's consciences.
people cf God, however, did Dot
obey ach fnlse tea..hers.

V., 9.-If the snetp go inn by the da i
are> safe andi '<vi le foi. ChrhtVs
have inn Hlm, boVin protection and pnir

V. 10. -Here we have tIe objs<t
aigu cf Vine truc and falso shePherd

5htim UtLTb. u

in tino vegotable kingdom, se- they that a~
pla1nted in VIe lieuse cf the Lord are m~ur
,shed and miade. fruitful by Vhe beanis.of t
Sun cf Rigbteousness.

Vs. 6 and 7 relate the paxticulars cf t
miracle. Wl>' our Saviour adopted t
motbod describcd va cannot positîvely MaY
Ho may have varied. lis modes cf proced
te show that ne uniform, mothod was nome
sar>'.

'lie remainder of the lesson phows t
ail who lad known tino man 'rere genti
astonished, and coula. scarce]y, ebrongl
te admit that solgreat a miracw. could hbeon performed.
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