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Business Rules.
Mr. T. -W. Higginson says In 'Harperc

Bazar,' that a great deal is constantly done
te lieep whole classes of the community not
merely lu utter ignorance of busimess,but in
a want of common-sense, by those , who
should supply training. This applies espe-
cluly ta women; but it'also applies, in a de
gree, ta aier classes not directly In business
ta clergymen, te iiterary men, and, in a.less
degrec, ta all profeseianal muen. Tie>' are
not eçoaraged ta leera business matters
for theinelves, but are advised ta depend on
otliers who have learnt them professionally,
just"aspeople were formerly adýised not ta
concsrn themiselves' about tihei >owi lung or
heurt-valves, but siminly to call the doctor.
It is net -considered quite lady-iike for a
young girl tò inquire about stocks,. or to.
have herown cieque-book ut bnk; -even
w-here shc Ws iWalthy li le ps-t ier for lier ta
ask papa for a cheque, and then ask ber bro-
ther to cash It. One of the' riohest heir-
esses in New England told the writer a fcw
years since that she knew absolutely nothing
about any business matter, beyond the
more drawing of a cheque; that her fa-
thër firet, then her brother,'then .ber bus-
bhäÙd, had attended to everything else- An-
other woman of indescnd nt property, whoze
brothers were eminent .business men, tekd
me that she never ev'e attempted ta balance
her cieque-book ; that se generally knew
ber account te be overdrawn at the month's
end, and simply turned It over ta hr bro-
ther te adjust the matter by new deposits,
as she supposed. ' If as much were done
ta train the non-business clastes with know-
ledge ns is no-w doue te keDp thora pa2sively
imbecile, tic communit>k woud m mare
thrving thani it ls, because ther:e classes
would bd es cmbepleezs.

To correct this, tie beginning must con-
sist, as lias ben said,,in ' a few plain . in-
stincts and a few plain rules.' - The first
instinct to he trusted is that which bids us,
whether rih or poor, not te put absolute
confidence in an ane adviser, but exercise
reasonable care for ourselves in both regards.
No voman should ever sign a paper without
knowing exactly what it means, let ber huis-
band or the neighboring squire say what he
pleases. No man should agree te the
transfer of his little all from one form of in-
vestment te anothr without thorough state-
ment of reasonsand the ca.reful study of all
the circumstauces of the case.

There are, moreover, a few simple rules
which any' father can easily teach ta his
daughter, any brother in business te any
brother who is out of business. One of
these is that, as a ruIe, nothing'on be had
for nothing, and consequently that thre là
something wrong, or at least suspicions, in
every particularly high rate of interest or
especially flattering profit. They can ho
tnught aise. flot te. let any property go eut
of thir bande Witirout proper secirit> or
something ta show for it. Business is'large-
ly à Wiatter of common sceonse. Let the most
domestic womian only apply ta he- little in-
vesiments, if sh& has anfy, the same caution
she woulid show in dealing with her cooking-
stove or ber washer-voman, and sihe will be
safer than now. Another simple rule which
%would obviate most financial 'calamities is
the homel>' one, 'not ta put ail youi eggs in
one basket;' net to assume that because a
glrcu conecrn SeemeS prozîporTîs1 yau nia>'
bave ail aÀ ea - d kris everyti on linty
a thing whicb îles at thé bottom, no doubt,
of two-tiirds of tle'destr'uction of small pro-
perties. Sui let us never forget that Ste-
venon was right in his fundamental iùaxir,
and tiat the frst duty, especially of the
more defencoless classes, is ta pay one's way.
' When that is- donc,' Stevenson adds, 'a
man may plunge into whbat eccentricity he
pleases, but emphatically not tilI tien.,

The Birth=Fire of Prayer.
At the birtir o! a chi-Id into a Christian

home, a new force connected viith his ex-
istence, his power, his future, should imme-
diately be set at work, a force which until
then was net in being. This new force in
the world is his parents' prayrs.

Tiere is an Indian practice among the
Pueblos, whilh may be the shadow of a
great truth for Christian people. 'Aftcr
the birth of a child among the Pueblos, the
father for eight days must see tIat che sacred

birth-fire nlu the fogon, or adobe fireplace,
goes tof out day or night, aid as Ift eau be
kindled only in-the sacred:way, sadonlycan
it li rekindlèd-ifit-dees go ouiL Thefather
niust .smuggle a live coli: may be ln hià-
ow ba:re handi iu'der hise blanket frin the
Cacicpie's own liearth; othier'wise thedíle of
the bhild's life goes out -within the year.'

The blrth-fh'e .which ehould begin ta burn
and ýglow when a ohild ies bo6rn to Christian
pa'rtseis tic fire of piayer,1 indled onlijat
the great: hear-th-flre o! God's love. Should
it go out; the.blazlng coeali must he brought.
again; ,t mari be Ivith pati and suffei-in
frpm:tie. ever-burñ·ing source.

Frayer is a labar that cometh with a
ehuld, *axd onu nver be intermitted "nor
supOl'sdeýd:tili thel.ife 0f:.èither parent or
child ends. t p

Are i parents of the present day ad-
drsingthiemlves to this work? Is there
net something more than the shadow of a;
trutha tu the tradition of the Indian, if we
apply it* te* the *sîiritual life of the child ? If
the birth-flre gase out thefchtld'sife gce out
withiu thc year If uc father's and rnother'e
PraYaDrs cesse, wicat hecames of the saul-life
of the -child? They may not see the spirit
expiring as the Indian expectied te sec his
little one die; but surely, if prayer I neces-
sary to the well-being of the cld, if in any
degree It maintains and nourishes the vital
force of the child's inner being, then its sus-
pension or surcease must withdraw a certain
amount of support which is needed for ic
best condition of the 'child.

le there net semething miovin* in th
thought that the poor, untaugbt Indiàn
keeps the birth-fire gaing day and niglit?
There must be ne vacation in the prayer-life
of parents. In the morning, fresh fuel, and
in,the eyening n re-fanning of the flames.
At morning--light, s'rtngth, support, and in-
struction, and the guidance of the HolySpirit: those tuings we crave for our child-
ren,ý Geod's blesslng ou their day.. lu'the
evening, like Job, we offer sacrificds and
pray, lest our ebildren may have sinned. We
become mat oniy *pr1ie>sts ta p ray fer grace
for them, but intercessors ta lead for hei
forgiveness and the washing away cf their
sins.-' The Christian.'

A Searching Question.
(By ila R. TowIe.)

Not long ago I was impressed by reading
the story of a Christian sea captain, who, re-
turning from a long voyage, brôught with
hlim several converted South Sea Islanders.
Upon arriving at San Francisco, se fearful
was lie lest the influence of that city would
oaúse them ta renounce their newly embrac-
ed- religion, that he employed every device
lie could te prevent their landing. I cann E
vouch for its truth, but whether truc or
fals, the story suggests this query: In how
many so-called Christian homes could a con-
verted hathen be plaoed with perfect safety
to his new religion ?

I cannot fosbear relating an experience of
niy early chilcUoad. Aithougi my home
was not professedly Christian, I was taught
te respect religion anid its forms. Wien a
little girl I was an occasional guest at the
home of a young friend whbose parents were
prominent Christians and active workers in
the church. This was long my ideal cf
what a home should be. I especially en-
joyed the blessing before the meals, and the
family altar. Once I happened there during
the school yea.r, and much ta my disappoint-
ment and perplexity, tUe service I loved wa
omitted. :As I -saw flic f amly seï>arating
without the usuhl morning worship, I timid-
ly whispered to my little friend that family
prayers iad been forgotten, but received the
indifferent rcply :. 'O, we never have prayers
iu the winter when we go ta schob'i. The
days ar ,too short, we don't have time for
them.' A dull pain crept into my heart.
My beautiful ideal home was forever destroy-
ed, and :my thoughts resolved themselves
thus : • If they have prayers anly when they
have time, for them tihey cannot be worth
-much, or they would always fdnd time. For
yeans .this childish conclusion followed me
like a shEladow.

Broader knowledge and wider expe-ience
have proven that this home is no exception
te the rule, and yet se much depends upon
aur Cliristian homes ! How could a con-
verted heathen h4rmonize' the Fourth Com-
mandment with the Sunday visitings and
feastings found lu so many et our Christian
homes, with the Sunday pleasure seekiug.
and travel in.dulged ili witheut remonstrance
or rebirke by too many af the young Chris-
tians, or how could he harmcnize tie Fifth

Commandment with Its daily xiterpretatiot
as made by the home language, manners,
and a'otions ? Surly no thoughtfu-follow-
er of Jesus oan oà l. thce' Idle qiiêtions.
'Bt4' some one 'a emy say,' there a.re no con-
verted heathen in Our. ornes.' Are there
net'? Then there must besocne unconvert-
ed ones. Ail tbe heathen are.not iÇn fo'eign
lands. What.about- the occasional guest, or
the seamsteess; the wash woman the hired
man,* or hired.woman?' What possible n--
terpretation oôuld they place upon your
home and family life-'Congrcgatiwalist.

-Selected Recipes.
Potatoe4 and nons ---Chop six arge, cold,

boiled potatoes in small pieces, and mince
two small onions. : Mix:,well, adding salt
and a littile pepper. Have good hot drip-
pings re'ady li an iron spider, and pour in
the vegetables. Cover, and when: they be-
gin ta brown evenly, atir in a head of minced
parsley. Cover again till the onions are
coohed; uncover and let finish browning,
but sec that theyý do not buru.

Almond Cake.-One-half cupful of butter,
creamed with two cupfuls of granulated
sugar. Add one cupful of sweet milk. Then,
alternately, the whites of eight eggs whip-
ped to a-froth; and two cupfuls öf four sift-
ed five times, with three rounding teaspoon-
fuls of baking-powder. Flavor with almond
extract. Bake it in five layers; and when
cold spread between-thelayers the following:
One quart of whipped cream, cne cupful of
powdered sugur, two cupfuls of.blanched and
finely chopped English walnuts. Flavor with
rose extract. Cover the top and sides with
an icing flavored with lemon extract, and
before it has began ta harden place blanched
almonds, in ornamental designs, on the top.

NORTHERN MES5ENGER.

A. Sabbath-school secretary lu Ontario,
writes -' I receive the roll of 'Messengers'
sent last week, :and was so *ell jleàsei
with the new style of the paper and the
wceidy issue that I want you to incrase the
order of last week, which was twenty copies,
ta forty copies.'

One yearly subscrIption, 30a.
Three or more ta different addresses, 25e

eacn.
Ten or more ta one address, 20e each.
whe addreaed to Montreal City Croat Brtain and

Postal Union coiintries, 52o posta:;e nust bc added for eaoh

copy: United State3 and cana:Ia frac of piatae. Spreial
arrangdnionta will be uda for Cdlivering paucages of 10 or
more in Montrea. Sulscribers residing in tleUnited statua
can remit by Poit Oäic3 Moey Order on Raoue Point, N.Y ;
orExpress Money Order payable at Miontreal.

Sanple package supplied free on applica-
tien.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Mantreal.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

ENGLISH
BREAKFAST COOOA

Possesses the fallowing
Distinctive Merits:

DIELIOACY. OF FLAV0IR
SUPERIORITY in QUALITY.

GRATEFUL and COMFORTING
to the .NERVOUS or DYSPBPTIC.

NUTRITIVE QUALITIES UNRIVALLED.
In Quartes.Gund Tins Rly. .

Prepared by JAMES EPPS & CO., Ltd.,
Homoeopathic Chemists, London,

England.

Wa

D A:BY'SI OWN i
THE '0tnTHER MEssENQERI 'la erlnted moipub

Ilshed cvcry week at the -Witness*.Baili ing at the corner
or craig and St. Poter strets in the clty ni Montreal by,
Jcomn Rodpata Dougall, of Montr-ca.

Au busnesè comxnconicatlon a should b., addresk 1 Job.iýDongo11 & RSt)i, and ail let4ern 1 tue 31011clitr ehould-bê
addressed Edito -or the Ilorthern Measnger.


