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‘The Birth-Fire

~ Pueblos,-

HOUSEH.LD

Busmess Rules.: .
Mr T, W Higginson says in - ‘Harpers

‘Bazar,’ that a great .deal is. constantly done
- to keep whole classes of the community not-
" merely in utter ignorance of business, but in
a want of common-sense, by thoze - who.
“should supply-training.

. This. apphes espe-
cially to women; but it also applies, in a de-

‘grée, to other classes not directly in business,

to clergymen, to literary men, and, in a'les§"
degree, to all prof%sxon,a.l men. They are
not encouraged to learn business matters
for themselves, but are advised to depend on-
others who have léarnt them professwma.lly, .
just” as’people ‘were formerly advxsed not to
concern themselves abgut their own lungs or

T heart—va.lves, but simply to ‘¢all the doctor,
It is not -considered quite lady-like: for a

young girl "to inguire about stocks, or 1o
have her own’ cheque-book at a bank -even
where she is’ wealthy it is préettier for 'her to
ask papa for a chegue, and then ask her bro-
ther to cagh it.  Omne of the riohest heir-
esses in New England told the writer a fow.
years sincs that she knew ‘absolutely nothing
about any business  atter, beyond the
mere drawing- of a cheque, that her fa-
ther ﬁrst then" Her brother, them her hus-
band, -had- attended to everything else: An-
mher woman of indépsnd 1t property, whose

brothers were eminent . business men, told
me that she never evén attempted to balance
her cheque-book ; that she generally knew
her account to be ‘overdrawn at the month’s
end, and simply turned it over to her bro-

ther to adjust the matter by new deposits,

as she supposed, * If as much were done
to train the nom-business clas<es with know-
ledge as is now done to keep them passively
imbecile, the commumty would Dbe more
thriving than it is, because the,.e classes
would be less helpless. :

To correct this, the begmmng must oon-
sist, as has been said,.in ‘a. few plain . in-
stmcts and a few plam rules.’ - The first
instinet to be trusted is that which. bids us;
whether rich or poor, not. to put a.bsolute
confidence in any oneé adviser, but cxercise

. reasonable care for ourselves in both regards.

No woman should ever sign a paper withiout
knowing exactly what it means, let her hus-
band or the nelghbocmng squire say what he
pleases. No man should agree  to ihe
transfer of his little all from one form of in-
vestment to another williout thorough state-

- ment of reasons_and the’ carsful study. of all

the circumstances of the case.

There are, moreover, a few sxmple riles
which any father can easily teach to his
daughter, any brother in business to any
brother who is out of business. © One of
these is that, as a rule, nothing can be had
for nothing, and consequently that there is

) someuhmg wrong, or at least suspicious, in

every -particularly high rate of interest or
especially flattering profit. They can be
taught also not to let any property go out
of their hands without, proper seeumty, or
eomehhmg to show, for it. Business is’large-
1y a matter of common sense, Let the most
domestic woman cnly ‘apply to hef little in-
vesl,ment;, if 'shé has any, the same caution
she would show in dealing with her cooking-
slove or her washen~woman and she will be
safer than now. Another srmplc rale which
wenld obviate most financial "calamities is
the homely one, ‘not to put all your eggs in
one basket;’ not to assume that because a
‘given concern Seems Drospergus you may
leave all else gnd.risk everything on ihat—
a thmg which lies at the bottom, no doubt,
of’ two- thxrds of the' destruction of small pro-
pefties,” But'let us never forget that Ste-
venson was right in his fundamental raxim,
‘and’ that the first . duty, especially of the

more defencecless cla,ssea, is {0 pay one’s way,

‘ When that is" done,’ Stevenson adds, ‘a.
man may plunge into what eccentriclty he
ple’lsos, but emphatically not till then.’

of Prayer.
At the birth. of a child into a Christian

“‘home, a new force connected with his ex~

istence, his power, his future, should imme=. ’
diately be set at work, a force which until
then was not in being. This new iforce m
the world is his parents’ prayers. .

There is an Imdian  practice among the
-which ~ may be ihe shadow of a
great truth for Christian people.. - “After
the birth of a child among the Pueblos, the
£ather for elght days muet se:e that the sacred

THE MESSENGER;

blrth»ﬁre in the fogcm or a.dobe ﬂreplace,;

goes ‘1ot out da,y or night, and as {t’ can be.
kindled only in-the ‘sacred:way, 50 ‘only ‘can. .

it bé rekindled-if it-does’ goout: - ‘The father:.
. must smuggle a livé ‘¢coal) it mey: be in:hix.

owl’ bare ‘hdnd; uhder ms bla.nket from’ the:.
Caciqie’s own ‘licarth; otherwise the-fire’ of .
the child’s’ life: goes owt within the’ ‘year,! ..’
"~ The birth-fire which should begin to. ‘burn .
‘and ‘glow when a child is’ born to Christian

paréntsis-the fire of prayer; kindled only at-
the :great” hearth-fire’ of God’s love.  Should:

it. go out; the.blazing coal ‘must be brought-
it may De - -with "pain a.nd suﬁfermg -

Cagain;
"from the: ever—burnmg souree, .

Prayer-isa labor.- that cometh thh aﬂy
child, ‘and’ can mever :be- intermitted nor

/Shpe,rseded tin the hfe of - elther parent or
-child-ends.”+ - .-

'Are -the :parents- of the present da.y ad-
dressmg themselves to this work ? Isthere:
not somethmg more than the shadow of @
iruth -in -the tradition of. the -Indian, if we-
apply it to the spiritual life of the ‘child ? If
the birth-fire goes out the child’s life goes out
within the year. "If the father’s and mother's
prayers cease, ‘what hecames of the soul-life .
of the-child? .'They may not see the spmt
expiring -as fhe Indian expsgcted. to see ‘his
little one die; but surely, if prayer is neces-
‘sary to the well-being of the child, if in a.ny
degree it maintaing and noumshes the vital
force of the child’s inner being, then its sus.
pension or surcease must withdraw a certain
amount of support which is needed for rhe
best -conditicn of the child,

I1s there not some*hmg movmg “in the
thought that the: poor,  untaught Indian-
keeps- the birth-fire going day and night ?
There must be no vacation in the prayer-life
‘of parents., .In- the morning, fresh fuel, and
in.the evc—mmg a re-fa.nning of the ﬂames
At mornxng-—hght s'rength,; support, and in-
struction, and the ‘guidance of -the Holy
Spirit: these things we crave for our child-
ren, God's ‘blessing on’ their day. = In the
evening, like Job, we offer ‘sacrificds and
-pray, lest cur chlldren may have smned We
become nGt only priests to pray for grace
for them, bat intercessors to pléad for the
forgwcuesa and the wa.shmg a.wa.y of their
sing~* The Chnstien P

A 'Searc'hing ‘Qu"estion.;

(By Ella R. Towle.) .. .|

.

Not long ago I was 1mpxes«se'1 by reading
the story of a Christlan sea captain, who, re-
turnmg from a long voyage brought w1th
him several converied.South Sea Islanders
Upon- arriving at San Francisco, so fearful

‘was ‘he lest the mﬂuence of thzu: city would .

catuse them to renouince their newly embrac-
ed religion, that he employed every -device
he could to prevent their landing, I cannof
vouch for its truth, but whether true or
falsc, the story suzgests this query:  In how
many co-called Christian homes could 4 con-
verted heathen be placed with verfect safely
to his new religion 7-

I cannot forbear relating an oxpenence of
my early childhood. Although my home
was not professedly Christian, T was taught
to respect religion and its fo-rms
little girl I was an cceasional guest at the
home of a young.friend whose parenis were
prominent Chrlstzans and active workers in
the church., ~ This was long my ideal of
what a home should be. I especially en-
joeyed the blessing before the meals, and the
family altar. Onece I happened there ‘during
the school vear, and much to my dizappoint-

~ment and pc'rp]emty, t e service I loved was

omitted. :-As I'saw the family separating
without- the us\#l morning worship, I timid-
Iy whispered to' my little {riend that family
prayers had been forgotten, but received the
indifferent reply : ©0, 'we never liave prayers
in the winter when we go to schodl, The
days are too short, we don’t have time for
them.” . A'dull pain crept into my heart,
My be«auuful ideal home was forever destroy-
ed, and ‘my thoughts rerolved themselves
th.us -1f they have prayers only ‘when they
have time, for them they cannot be worth
aouch, or-they would always find time, ~ For
years .this childish comnclusion fo]lo-ved me "
- like a shadow,

Broader knoWledge and ‘wider experience

have proven that this home is no exception
to the rule; and yet so much .depends upon.
our Christian homes ! How could a con-
verted heathen harmsomze the Fourth Com-

- mandment with the "Sunday vicitings and . o
teastings-found in so many of our Christian -

hemes, with the Sunday pleasure seeking..

and travel indulged-in-without remonstrance
‘or rebuke by too'many! ‘of the young. Chris- .

tlane or- how could he harm:.,mze the Plth

“pot-?
_“.ed ones... . All the heithen are.not'in foreign -

“extract.

_sent last week, .and was

When a

Comma.ndment vdt.’h its dally Lnﬁerpretat!om
as made-by . the. homs:: .Janguage, manners,-
-and actions:?” :
er.of .Tesus can call these idle. questxons.“

- Bat,’ some: one m:ay say, there are nmo col-

-verted-heathen in our. homes.” :" Are’ there :
- Thén"there must be some uneonvert- )

lands.. What about the oooaslonal guest, or

the see.mstms, the wash woman, the hired

man,” or -hired’ -woman ?:
terpretation “eould

~'What- po.mble in-

Selected Recnpes. o

Po-,atoes and Onions —-Chop gix la.rge cold

boiled potatoes in small .pieces, and mince

two small onions. . Mix- well,- adding .salt
and a little pepper. Have good hot drip-
pings ready in an: iron spider, and-pour in
the vegetables, . Cover, and when'.they be-
gin to-brown evenly, stir in a head of mineéd
parsley. Cover again till the onions are
ccoked; uncovér and™let ﬁmsh bmwmng,
but see that they do not burn.

" Almond Cake.—One-half cupful of butter
creamed with two cupfuls. of grzmulated
sugar. Add one cupful of sweet milk, Then,
alternately, the whiles of -eight eggs whip-~
ped to a-froth;. and two cupfuls of flour: Sift-
ed five times, with tiree rounding teaspoon-
fuls of ba,king—powder. ‘Flavor with almond’
Bake it in five layers; and when
cold spread between the -layers the following:
One-quart of whipped cream, cne enpful of
powdered sugar, two cupfuls of blanched and
finely chopped English walnuts, Flavor with
roge extract. . Cover the top and sides with .
an icing ﬁavored with lemon extract, and
before.it has begun {o harden place blzmched
a.lmonds in orna-mental desxgu‘:., on the top.

NORTH ERN MESSENGER

A Sabbath—school secretm‘y m Ontario,
writes :—* I receive the roll of ‘Messengers’
50 Well': pleased
with" the new style of th,e paper and the
weekly issue that I want you to: mczca~e the

~ ‘order of last week, whxch was twenty copxea
to forty’ copxes . .

One 3ca11y subscllptlon, 30¢.
Thx'ee or more o’ dlfferent addresses 25e

_each,

Ten or more to one address, 20¢ each

When addressed to Montroal City, Groat Britain :nd
Postal Union conntries, 52 postage must bo ndded for each
copy: Uniled Statos and "Canala free of postuge, Special
arrungcmcntﬂ will ba mads for. -delivering paskages of 10 or
more in Montreal, Subiscrllers residing in the United States
can remit Ly Posb Oifics Mosey Ocder on Roases Point, N.Y ;
or Bxpress Moncy Order payuble at Moatreal,

Sample package supplied flee on appiicas

tion.
JOH‘\T DOUGALL & SON
" 'Publishers, Montreal,

ADVERTISEMENTS.

EPPS'S GOGOA.

ENGLISH
BREAKFAST .OOCOA

Posscsses the following
-Distinctive Merits:

- DELICACY. OF . FIIAVOE
SUPERIORITY in QUALITY,
GRATEFUL and COMFORTING =

to the . NERVOUS or. DYSPEPTIC.

NUTRITIVE QUALITIES UNRIVALLED.
_ . Xn Quarter-Peund ins énly.
Prepared by JAMES EPPS .& CO,, Ltd.,
Homcopathic Chemists, London. =
Enghmd. .

, BASV’S GW °

THY, "NORTHERN MESSEI\GER' “In: printed m pabe
. lished ovory veek ot the ‘' ‘Witness' Bailaing, at the corner
: of leg and SY, Peter streots in the city ot Montrenl. by
"' Joba: Rodpath Dougnll. o! Mont.mal

Al! bumnesa éhimmanieations ghould be nddressed * John
Dougnil & Son,” and su Jettors to'the: Editor should- be
sddresaod Editor of the' Northum hlesscngcr o

“Surely. nb thoughtful- follow~"* = .

they place. upon” you: s
Jome. a.nd famlly hfe —‘Congregauunahst .



