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NORTHERN MESSEN

G E B.

~ .SCHOLARS' ' NOTES.

(From jVéul;n.{}t;lcr Questlon 800;'.)
"LESSON X. :
March 11, 1883,] {Acts 6118

g ' THE SEVEN CHOSEN.
COMMIT T0 MEMORY V8 0-8.

: - (Revised Version.)

Now in those days, when the numberofthe 1.
disciples way muluplylnp:. there arose & mur-
maring '‘ofthe Greclan Jews against the He-
brews, because their widows wero neglegted
in the daily ministration. And the iwelve 2
called the multitude of the disciples unto
them; and sald, It isnot fit that weshould
forsake the word of God, and serve tables.
Look' ye out therefore, brethren, from among
gou* geven men of good report, full of the

piritand of wisdom, whom we may appoint
over this business, But we will coniinue 4
steadfastly in prayer,andinthe ministry of
ihe word.” And the sayiug pleased the whole §
multitude ; and they chose Stephen, a8 man
fall of faith and ofthe Holy Spirit,and Phillp,.
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and
Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Anti-

[ L3N

when they had prayed, they laid their hands .-
on them, : ! )
And the word of God increased; and the 7
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusa~-
lem exceedingly ; and & great company of the
priests were obedient to the falth, IR
And Stephen, tull of grace and power,
wrougmﬁrenb wonders and signs among the
people.
were of the synagogue cailed the synagogue
of the Libertines, and of the Cyrenians, and
of the Alexandrians, and of tbem of Cilicia
and Asia, disputing with Stephen. * And they 10
were not able 10 withstand the wisdom and
the SPlrlt,'Dy which he sprke, Then they sub- 11
orned men, which said, Wehave heard him
spealk biasphemous words against Moses, and’
ugaiust God. - And they stirred up the people, 12
and theelders, and thescribes,and came upon
him, and seized him, and brought him into
the council, and set up false witnesses, which 13
suld, This man ceaseth not to speak words

o

1 ngainst this holy place, and the law ; for we 14

have heard hlin say, that this Jesus ot Naza-~

| reth shall destroy this place, and shall change

tho customs which Moses delivered unto us.
And all that sat fn the council, fastening 15
thelr eyes on him, saw his fuce as it had been
ihe facoof an angel, .

GOLDEN TEXT,.—¢Seven men of nomest
rfpon& full of the Holy (host and wisdom.”—
Actd 6 .

TOPIC.—Helpers In Ohurcﬁ Work,
LxssoN PLAN.~1, HELvERS NEEDED, vs. 1-4.

| & HELPERS UHOSEN, vs. 57, 3. STEPIEN AR-
{ RATGNED, V8. 815, - J

Pime~—AD, H#-86. Place.~Jerusalem.
INTRODUCTORY.
Thoe councll, on hearing tho defence of the

| apostles, were greatly enraged against them,and

them to ﬁeath, But Ga-
mallel, & lawyer of great influence, sought to
culmn the tumult. His advice prevalled, But
some punishment must be intlicted to justify
this third nrrest, so they had the twelve stripped
to tho bare back and whipped. Again they
were commanded not to speak in the name of
Jesuy, and then they werolet go. But there is
ouly one way to keep such men silent—to kill
them, T'hey went out of the council with bleed-
ing baecks but radiant faces, rejoicing thut they
weure counted worthy to suflershame for Christ’s
name, and they ceased not openly to preach
Jesuy Christ.

But a new danger now threatened the church,
Jealousles urose among the disciples, leading to
murmurings against the apostles themselves.
Ourlesson iells us how wisely the apostles met
these murmurings and provided sagainst any
fature cause of complaint.,

LESSON NOTES.

GrECIANS—Jews who spoke the Greek lan-
guige and used tho Greelk Scriptures. He-
BrEWS—Jews speaking the Syro-Chaldale lan-
guage und using the Hebrew Seriptures, The
large luerease of the church had increased the
numbetr of those needing aid. V. 2. Nor REA-
SON—** 110b plenslug" 1o us, as entrusted with a
higiterministry, SERVE TABLES—care for feed-
ing tho poor. V, 3, OF YONEST REPORT—Of 0
good c¢lear reputation. V., 6, PROSELYTE OF
ANTIoCH~—8_Gentile of that eity who had cm-
braced the Jewish religion, and had now be-
comge a Christlan. 'V, ¢, LAID THEIR 11ANDS—
socking for them God’s,blessing and setting
them apart for their work, This Is generally
regarded a8 the institution of the oflice of
DEACON, V. THE worDp OF GOD INCREASED—
wns preached with new power and effect upon
the hearts of men, WERE 'OBEDIENT TO TIIE
ralru—received Christ and bis gospel for their
sulvation. Y. 8, PowEr—miraculous power,
thegift of the Holy Ghost, V. 9. SYNAGOGUE
—a Jewish assembly for prayer, Scripture-read-
ing nod exposition, Also the place where such
services were held, LIBERTINES—Jewish freed-
men who huad been slaves ut Romej; the descen-
dants of those who were carried eaptive by
Pompey and_afterward liberated. V. 10, Tug
Seirir—the Holy Spirit. He spoke with wis-
DoM, for hespoke by inspiration. V.1l Sun-
ORNED—gut them 10 testify fulsely. Beatenin
argument, they tried fraud, BLASPHEMOUS—
words of coutempt or railing, whether against
God oranythivg snered. V. 13. ' aLsE--because
thoy gavo to bls words a meaning he never in-
tended. V. 14 Tiiis JESUS OF NAZARETI—
language of strong coutempt. Cusronms—tho
Jewish rites and ceremontes, ~This was true,but
it was ounly beenuse the old system wasg 1o be
fultitled jnthe new. As they told It, aud in the
use they mado of it, it was alle. V 15 TiIE
FACE OF AN ANGEL-lighted up with the radi-
ance of heaven,

TEACIHINGS:

1. 1t Is the duty of the church to provide for
the poor. '
2, Chiarch peoglo, and especially chiurch ofti-
cers, should be above reproach. °
8. Greal faith glvesgreat power.
b 04‘ rﬁ.ﬂsmtcmeuh may be false though the words

were bent on puttin,

| Maren18, 1883, ,

och ; whom they set before the apostles: and- 6 |

ut there arose certain of them that 9|

6, We may .expect help from God 13 bearing
lestimony for him, .. ’

LESSON X1 v

o, [AetsT7:51;8:4
1 THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR.

- CoMMIT To MEMORY vs. 5160,

(Revised Version.)

Now when ‘Luc{ heard these -things, they 6
were cut 1o the heart,’and they guashed on
him with thejr teeth, But he, being full of§5
the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing on the right hand of God, and sald,
'Behold, I see 1he heavens opened, and the 66
Son of maun standing -on the right hand of
‘God. But they cried out_with a loud voice, 57
and stopped thelr ears, and rushed upon him
with one accord: and.they cast him out of 68
the city, and stoned him: and the wi'nesses
lald down thelr garments at the fect of &
young man named Saul. And they stoned 59
‘Stephen, culling upon the- Lord, and saying,
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Andhe kneeled 60
down, and cried with a loud volce, Lord, lay
1ot this sin 10 their charge. And when he
‘had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul was 1
consenting unto his death. .

And there arose on that day o great perse-
.cution against the church which wag in Jeru-.
salem : and they were. all scattered abroud
throughout the regions of Judsa and Sama-
ria, except the apostles. And devout men 2
‘buried Stephen, and made great lamentation
over him. .. But Saul lnid waste the church, 3
entering into every house, and haling men .
and women, committed them to prison. )

They therefore that were seattered abroad. ‘4
went about preachiby the word, *~ :

GOLDEN TEXT.—“Be thou.falthful umto
.deaih, and I wil give theea crown oflife.'—
Rev. 4:10.
TOPIC.~Dying for Christ. - i
LESSON PrAN.—l THE MARTYRDOA OF STE-
PHEN, V5. 61-60, 2 TUL PERSECUTION OF THE
CHUROIL, V8. 1-14 . - S .

Time.—~About A:D, 38 or 87, in immediate con-
nection with the last lesson. Place.—The coun-
cil-hall in Jerusalem. e C

INTRODUCTORY, .

Stephen, having vindicated bimself from the
churge of falusphemy, showed the councll how
the Jews had alwuys rejected the messangers
that God bad sent tothem,  He then boldly and
directly charged his henrers with the same wil-
ful and wicked spirit. Their fathers resisted the-
Holy Ghost; so did they. Thelr fathers perse-
cuted and slew the prophets of Jesus; they ‘be-
trayed and murdered Jesus himself. Our lesson
‘to-lny tells' us ow they wreaked their ven-
geance upon this faithful witness for Jesus who
50 boldly set their sins before them. Lo

LESSON NOTES.
V. 54, CUT TO Tux MKART—greatly enraged,.
GINASHED ON HIM—Snuppiog at hl L;t}:\:o ‘r-dog”
or beasts of prey: V. 50, LOOKED €Y fixed the
eye of faith on *the things above.”; 1f he bad
only gazed at the maddensd men around him
lie ‘would have missed the gloriousvision. it
we would see what is brightand bea:utlful, we
must “look up.” THIE GLORY OF (GOD—ROmCG
glorious manifesiation of God himself, lilke that
on Sinal (Ex. 24:16) or in the tabernacle (Bx, 40
34). V. 58 TIHE SON OF MAN~—this name is 10—
where else in the New Testament uplplled to
Christ except by Christ himself.
council hiad heard thesv very words from the
lips of Christ (Matt. 26:34); and now Stephen
testified that he whom they had crucified wis
actunlly exalted as he had foretold. V. 83,
STOPPED THRIR EARS—in token ofabhorrence
at his alleged blasphemy. V. 58. 8TONED HIX
—a savage, mob-like proceeding, without legal
ganction, for it was not lawful for Lh'e Jews 1o
put any one to death. John 18:31l, TUE wIr-
NESSEsS—they were required by law to cast the
first stones (Deut. 17:9-7); 80O they laid asldes
their loose outer garments to beimore free in,
throwing. AT A YOUNG MAN'S FEET—foOr safe-
kecping, and probnblg pecause of his official nu-
thority. Acts26:10. AUT—thefirst mention ot!
one whose name has siuce filled all the world.
V. 69, 60. Stephen prayed to the Lord Jesus ag
ho died—first thas he would recelve hus gonl,and:
then for his murderers. COmMpare these dying
prayers and Christ’s. Lnke 23: 46,34, V, 60. In,
thomidst of so much violence allwas as pencergl.
to- him as it he had slopt nig life away., God’s.
people SLEEP in lhe gruve ior nlg‘ht, to 'wnl'{ev
1u the glorious morning. Ch. 8:1, CONSENTING-
—agreeing, acting in concert with the murder-
ers. AT THAT TIME—On_the very day of Stg-
phen’s death and burial. EX(EPT THE APOSTLES

)

to hold the place for the Church. V. 3. MADE
um%c—ra:?v:}l)ged and wasted ilke a flerce wild
beast. V. 4. EVERYWHERE—~CODRIe Acts 11:
10. It was a fierce and terrible persecution.
See Paul’s own account ofitin Acts22:4;20:0-
11. PREACHING THE WoORD—every exiled be-
liever veecume & travelling missionary. The
bersectuting Jews thought to stamp out the fire,
{mt. they only scattered the burniog coals
through the wood.

TEACHINGS :

1. 1tis better to suffer or die for the truth.than
to betray it. i

2, The spirit of truth i3 the spirit of forgive-
ness,

3 Snintson earth sometimas get a glimpse of
heaven’s glory.

4. Loss 18 gain and death islife to those who
love God.

5. If wo suffer with Chrlst, we shall also reigh.
with himy, 2Tim.2:12, (See also Golden Text,)

. e
UNEXPECTED RESULTS.

I know a 1an who, when & boy, heard 3
sermon from the old prophet’s inquiry, “Is
it well withthee?’ The discourse was pro-
nounced by a kindly Christian minister un-~
known to fame, and whe has always re-
muained in obscurity ; but ks heart was full
of love for souls, and his life full of humble
labor forthe Master. He so rung the changes

™is same

—they remaiued, doubtless, by divine direction, ;

on that enguiry, “Is it well with thee?” and \

so pressed the -enquiry home, that that Yoy

‘| never forgot it. Twenty years after that

sermon was preached, that boy, then a man;
was spending a day on business in & town in
Northern Ohio when he learned that his
long-ago pastor was in-charge of a church
in an.adjoining town, - It was winter, and

‘| there was no convenient way of securing a

conveyance ; 80 that man trudged through
the snow several miles to tell that minister
apout the seed long ago dropped.and for-
gotten ; and it was affecting in_the extreme
to.witness the thankful joy and tearful sar-
prise - with which the good man and his
faithful wife received the recital,

1 could tell you'about a man who - was
diligent in Sunday-school work for more
than & score of years, who one day made
sad confession that, so far as he knew, no
soul had ever been léd to Christ by his
direct instrumentality, No on2 had ever
said or intimated to him that he had helped
that one into the kingdom. He had held
on to the work on general-principles, but
had received no s&cial encouragemnent.
The lane turned finally, There came a re-
vival in that Sunday-school, and every class
(but the infant class and a class of adults who
were all members) furnished converts ; and
the next communion saw an addition to
that little body which more than doubled
the number of its membership. After that
event several came to him with the longed-
for announcement that to his personal en-
deavor they owed, under God, their con-
version. ’

How very little we realize the growth of
a small stream of inflaence, whether for
good or evil. Thissame man several years
ago was telling a lady friend of some plans
of activity in which he had engaged. It was
a casual evening' conversation as they met
socially, apd was soon forgotten by him.
The lady returned to her home in a thriving

-western city, and calling a circle of young

women about her, announced her determi-
nation of leaving her old church and finding
another where they were *doing sowme-
thing,’’ . umnless the latent forces there would
organize and “do something.” “What shall

Jwe do?”? was the eager xesponse ; and that

lady was startled to find herself in the posi-
tion of a leader. She rose to the exigency,
however, and the result was the formation
of a society for mission work. Theygroped
about the home-field, doing some good work
and making some blunders ; but experience
brought wisdom, and now their well-directed
cfforts are supporting two nativemissionaries
abroad and a Bible reader in their own city.
Their success stimulated the formation of o
children’s society in the same church ; and
by-and-by the young men formed another
association; and out of it all came church
activity, mission-schools, home aund foreign
work, increased knowledge and zeal, internal
im%)rovement, and external growth,
his winter that lady was again on a visit
in this city, and vecalled to her old friend
the evening conversation of years ago, told
him the above story with its delightful
details, and fairly paralyzed him by declar-
ing that it all was the immediate result and
outgrowth of the stimulating words which
be had spoken.—American Messenger.
— .
AN INTERESTING LETTER.

We have received many Ictters about the
pictures which were sent a3 premiumns to
those who obtained new subscribers for the
Messenger and all are favorable. We have
room for but one of these letters this num-
ber and we publish it in full. A list of the
pictures and directiong how to obtain them

may be read in another column on this page.

Toroxto, Jau. 20th, 1883,

DEAR SIR :—We were all pleasantly su-
prised when the beautiful pictures came, I
am sure I don’t deserve such a large com-
pensation. 1t was no trouble to get sub-
seribers; only two of all I asked refused.
It was because I wanted to work for Jesus,
and I think in cireulating the Messenger 1
would be doing something for Him that has
doue so much for us. Iam alittlegirl only
seven years and twenty days. I have taken
the Aessenger-three years past. It has been
a bright sunbeam in our]home in the past
and now we need it more than ever since,
last Churistinas, the Lord has seen fit to take
our dear papate heaven. He wanted to go
so niuch and said the Loxd would take care
of us and He will, although we are lonely
and sad.  If Jesus was mot with us we would
not want to stay here. I have three little

brothers younger than myself, five, three
and one year old. I gave “Moses” to baby
(heis just such another), and “ At Home”
and ¢ In Captivity,” one each, to the other
twoboys. Weare goingtosaveall our cop-
pers to have them “framed ; They are too
wetty to spoil by putting them up-without.
give all my Messengers away to my little
companions, after we havelearned by heart
all wecan remember, so we know all about
it then, I wanted themtotake it. Mother
saysit will De n good idea to take them to
school this year and give them one each to
all the girls in my class. I wanted to keep
them for a book.
e selfish, as we get so many useful lessons
we must help-others all we can. Many

thanks for the beautiful pictures.

_- ]EFFIE CaMEROX,
70 Conway street, Toronto, Ont.

' . OUR PICTURE GALLERY.

1.~THE INFANT MOSES. This beautiful and cele-
brated pictwre by Da La Roche shows in.the fure
ground Moses, uchubbﬁllttle baby, lying in his cradle
made of bulrushes He s & basutiful, lively, littlo
follow with eyes wide ouen; sud looking serlonsly, us it

history. 1f the origlnal Moses were but hiat+ as inter-

be, it1s no wonder that Pharaoh’s daaghrer took such
an'interest in him, Just behind the cradie and hait
hidden in the 1erds that #re growing on tue bank,

river. ;

s seeno of o difforent unture. Onan aminence jn the

on horseback sounding the call to form Into line. 1 he
horses of u cavalry Lrigide hearmyg the call, of them-
selves Tespond and gallop into line, some of them
wounded, sowe of them unwoundel, but all rlderiess.
It is & touchiug picture—aud sn animal counterpart of
the Roll CalL. . . - . .

3.~LASSOING WILD HORSES 1 another exciting
horse pictare The herd of wild horses sre dushing
down aslopo pursued bv the M xican rangers who ure
throwing the lar8o around the) veks of some of thewm.
There 15 1ife {n overy line of this pleture. '

4.—*SIMPLY TO THY OROSS I CLING. Thisia
an old favorite, Mostof our readors haveseen itiu ona
form or another 'The cross surrounded by a tloud of
iight, the. tigure elfuging to iv with uptnrned facs full
of hope, 11e waves dasbi g agaiust the roek on which
the cross stande, and the datk hand puling away the
plage of wrack that might have been s support. But
holding to the cross she is Beunro—sufo above the
dashing waves, :

5.—HARBOR SOENE AT NIGHT.—Thisisoune ot the
moxt +triking of all, It cannotbo described. The play
of light and shaaow is exquisite.

6.7.—AT HOME—IN CAPTIVITY. This palr of
piccur o8 represents the orang-outang first, in his native
Juuglo us fovociona an animal as weil cua be imugined,
and in Bis eaga in the mensgerie laving s grand frolic.
This palr of pietures wiil just suitthe boys.

8,~AFTER DUCKS, This represonts an Irlah spaniel
drshing through the roeds after a duck ana makes &
very pratty picture. . .

9,~GOING 70O BOHOOL ia avery pretty pieture ot
a Norwandy pearant girl dressed in the pleturesque
cgatmge olt her country with books and basket going to
the school.

10.—PORTRAIT OF ROBERT BURNS.—This ex
cellont portrait wo presented 1nst yoar to subseribors of
the Witness on certain conuvitions.

WHO QAN GET THESE PICTURES? Everybody
who sonds ono new subgeription to the Messenger will
recelve ono of those pictures neatly dono up in a rotlso
thasit will not be crenrod orin any way injured; and
aticmra will be sent for every new subscriber obtained.
The subscriptions of Two Old Subscribers jn addition to
one's yWn Wilj conns A3 ono N6W one.

—_——

CLUB RATES.

Tue CLus Rates for the “MESSENGER,”
when sent to one address, are as follows :—

lcopy, - - - - 30 cents
10 coples - - -. - § 250
2bcuptes- - - -, - 6 00
50 copies- - - - - . .11 50
100 copies- - - - - 22 00
1,000 copies- . - - 200 00

Jomy Dovuearr & Sox,
Publishers, Montreal,

———etlpe———

Epps’s CocoA.--GRATEFUL AND COMFORY-
1Ng.--“By a thorough knowledge of the natu-
rallaws which govern the operations of diges-
tion and nutrition, and by a careful applica-
tion of the fine groperties of well selected
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided .our hreakfast
tables’ with a delicately flavored beverage
which may save us many heavy doctors?
bills, It s by the judicions use of such
articles of diet that a coustitution may be
gradually built up until strong enough to
resist every tendency to disease. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around us
ready to attack wherever there is a weak
point.  We may escape many a fatal shaft

y keeping ourselves well fortified with
pure blood and a properly nourished frame.”
—Ciwil Service Gazette.~Made simply with
boiling water or milk. Sold only in packets
and tins (31b and 11b) by grocers, labelled—
“James Epps & Co., Homaopathic Chemists,
London, England.”—Also makers of Epps’s
Chocolate Essence.

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printe -

lished onthe 1st and 1oth of e\'ery]:uolx‘ms :\Ti‘(llon?.n:}’:i
35 and 37 St. James street West, Montreal, by John
Dougall & Son, composed of John Dougall, of New

York, and Johu Redpath Dougall and J. D. Dongall,

of Moutreal,
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Mothersays we must not.

before them ware passing all the ovents of Lila fature |

esting in appearance ns this ploturo represents hlm-to-d

stands his sistor Mitiam Jouking oarnestly across the,

2 ~THE BUGLR CALL AFTER THE BATTLE, s’}
deld whore the batrle hud Deen foughtis the bugler |
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