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to give an excellent and steady example of contentment
and resignation to his people.

The third prominent part of Doctor Spark's character,
was candotir and sincerty.-The Apostle's rule, as Mr.
Wilkie justly remarks, " Speak evil of no nan," was by
him most strictly observed ; he had subdued bis passions,
and was a stranger to malice ; he never censured the ab-
sent ; disliked back-biting, and frequently on hearing it, ex-
pressed his decided disapprobation, either by changing the
conversatmin or some expression which, though delicate,
vas severely felt. Thinking charitably of all men, he waý

the protector of their characters ; and as far as truth would
permit, or charity believe, he was ready to extenuate their
.faults. Interpreting the conduct of those around him by
the most generous principles, he never allowed any differ-
ence on irñatters of religion, if truly conscientious, to-dis-
turb his habits of friendship and good neighbourhood. A
Christiai's life, is a hidden life, for none can read bis
thougnts ; and bis o nly aim is to possess a conscience, void
of ôffence towards God, and towards man. This was the
case with Doctor Spark, occupied wiith- the duties of his
rofession, he mixed little with, the world, but confined
iliself in a grcat degree to the society of a few friends.

Hie was aware of the vast importance of preaching the
Gospel, and the great danger resulting froin carelessness
and neglect. Indeed, no Minister can withdraw his thoughts
froin the great responisibility of his station. Iis people are
daily departing ; vhat vill they be able to say of their
Religions Instructor, whcn they cone before the judgment
seat of Christ ?

It would have afforded inuch edification to Ministers and
Christians in general, to have been informed, how a person
of Doctor Spark's excellent judgment discharged the more
familiar duties of bis Pastoral office. We have seen, that
lie was a model of contentrment, temperance and modera-
tion ; these are the very virtues, which it was incumbent
on hin to enforce in his frequent visits.-It is proper for ail
Clergymen, and'is particularly enjoined by the Church of
Scotland, to wait occasionally upon their Parishioners in
their ovn houses, to speak to them of their spiritual con-
cerus. At such timues, the Clergyman points out to the
heads of families, their jarticular duties ; recalls to their
serious notice faily miseries, trials and sius: and entering
.Ate ileir situation, feelings and habits, he is enabled to re-


