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crowded tlîc ports of Qucbec withi nittitberless siiliiîg vesscls
and bujîlt up the grcat fortunes af tîtat city. The rafts af this
tracte pasdlîtclby, but thec grain tradc for whvli our
miercliants and forwarders stili strugglc was grcatly nided by the
saine li6eral fiscal policy iliat extend(cd ta our grain expbrts that
protection iii thc haonte markets Oint aur producers fiow sa
ecsilytl covet.

Wlnlc Lower Canada was building the Lachine canal, tic
ITinpcrial Gavernînienit %vas coîîsîdcring the safest icans af sccur-
iîîg water commnunication wvitlî Upper Canada. Tlîc works being
bit for purposcs af defcnce tic St. Lawrence route could flot
bc îîtilized, and tliat by the Ottawa and Rideau rivers ta Kings-
tan wvas chioseti. Upper Canada rcfuised ta contribute ta this
wark oin the grouind thant it wouild nat furnisi as suitable a
commenrcial raoite as tue St. Lawrence, and this refusai seenîs ta
have had the approvai ai tue Rayai Engineers, wvho far miii-
tary tensons hicld tlîat the WVar Departmcent shotîld hîave entire
contrai of tlîc canal. Thîis vicw is long licld and it was not
unail 1856 that the Hante Govcriiinit lianded over the Rideau
cantal ta Canada.

It was coîninenccd by Col. By in 1826, and apencd in 1832,
the Carillon and Grcirville canaIs an tlie Ottawa, wiîiclî iormcd
part ai tic route, bcing opened in z834. Tlie enginccrs. ai ta-day
somnetimecs make mistakcs ini tixeir estimates, but it is question-
able if t1hcir errors et er cqual those made ont the Rideau canal,
wlîich %vas commenccd on an estimate af £ î6o,ooo andi cost
£Soo,ooo ta coînplete. Tt is but justice, however, to say tlîat
awing ta the efforts of Cal. By the magnitude ai the wark wvas
greatly increased during construction, in arder ta make t stut-
able for steamboat traffic, tvhich liati been commenceti upun the
St. Lawrence by the Hon. Johin Maison in i809. The Rideau
route immediately became the ratute for heavy traffic ta the west,
and the attractions and the cuisine ai its steamers wcre as ener-
getically advcrtiscd as are those ai the Emprcss steamers to.day.
The locks werc 134 x 32 x 5V-,, but the througli route tvas throt-
tlcd by three locks ai the Grenville canal, whlich tvcre built befare
the adoption ai Col. By's report, with dimensions ai
107 x 20 x stX and by ,a private lack at Vaudreuil. The Gren-
ville locks werc not rebuilt until aiter Coniederation.

TI'le Cascades andi Ccdar Rapids being tvithin the limits ai
Lawer Canada, the St. Lawrence route couti net be opened
except witlî the consent ai tîtat province, and t h was openly
cliarged in Upper Canada tlîat the sclflsh intcests of Montreal
prevcnted tItis icuprovement. Angry at tItis indiffercîîce ar
opposition, out ai synîpatlîy with the military ends o! Hante
Governnient, and urgcd on by that section ai the province
whîichi lay below the mauth ai tie Rideau canal, Upper Canada
was pushing ait lier otvn canal schemcs. Chiefest ai tîtese ivas
the Weclland canal, built tu connect Lake Erie wvitlu Lake On-
taria. and ta avercamne Adam Lymiburner's insuperable obstacle.
Many dlaims have bcen made for the lionor of the ineeption ai
tliis great enterprîse, but that honor seems hardly worth striving
for, for thc historiant Kingsiord, lîimself ait engineer, says af it,
tîtat " a tvilder, more iii considercd sciieme than the onîe origin-
ally put forth, one slîowing more igniorance andi rccklessness aon
the part ai the projectors, it is scarcely possible ta conceive."
ConImenCed iii 1825 by a c.lartered campany it ýtas suflicicntly
coînpleted hy Nov ember, 1828, ta let two vessels tlirougli its
wvaodcn locks ai 100 X 22 X 7. But niiisfortune came fast, and no
other chiartercd company perliaps lias cer Icit sttcl a record ai
intrigue, mismnanagement, and disaster. Subscriptions were
solicitcetcvcrwliere, iii Lower Canîada, in New Brunswick, in
New York axîd iii England; subsidies werc giveit by Upper Can-
ada. by Lower Canada, andi by England, and. tue company
strugglcd an until the story tvas endeti by the înîrclîase ai its
works by Upper Cantada in 1839. Those were troublous days
iii. titat province, and the surttiggle against the Faiîîily Comîpact
wvas being carried on in ail its intenipcraiice anti virulence, but
of aIl the Parliaincntary reports ai the perioti nonie is more
e.xtraortiinary tlîan tliat dcaling with the Wellandt Canal Com-
pany. Tt cliaracterizes niany ai tlîe proccediîîgs ai the director-
iec as "inexplicable; no stateutient lias bet licard wliiclî sup-

ports the justice or eveii expediency oi arrangements wlîicli, if
applieti ta the ordiîîary transactions ai luec, would be cmeti
not only ruinons but the result ai insanity." Aîîd it ends, even
as a Parliainentary enquiry ai to-day, by cxonerating evcrybody
co:tcerned.

Upper Caniada liad conince the Trcnt canal, andi ail btt
conîiplcted the Cornwall cantal, tylien the great political strugg>e
stîddenly ended, aîîd the adaptiont ai Lard Durliaiii's repart
bronglit about tlie uniion ai tîte provinces in 184t. In i8.o Cal.
Pliilpotts, R.E., presenteti a repoJrt upan the canial navigation
ai the Canadas, tvhicli liati becît originally calleti for by Lord
Durhiami. Inii lie recomcends the St. Lawrenîce ratite as the
oîîly Catindian route tliat coulti be maide to campete succcssilly
vvitl the Erie canal. Going inta detail, lie points out that Uhe
WVellanîd caîial witlî its badly built lina anîd rotting locks must
lie recouîstrt:cted, tlîat the Carnwvall canal is unfinislieti and its
struîctures rapidly decriorating, tîtat a iiet canal nîuîst bc built
pist tlîe Cascades aîîd Cedars, andi tlîat the Lachiine muitst be
greaitly-enlarged.

Immediately aiter the union commeîîccd an cra ai great
activity in canial construîction under the mnagenment ai a Board
ai Works vitli I-. FI. Killaly as cîtairman, and S. Keefer as
chuef engineer. In these enterprises thîe Caîîadis tverc abstired
of tîte itllest support ai tlîe Imperial Govcrnnient, bath finaticial
aiid military, if sucli tvre rcqtàircd. Tlîe rcaommendatians ai
Col. Phîilpotts were eloscly iollowcd, anti by 1848, a nine foot
raoite tvas opent front Lake Erie ta the sea. In the wvalls ai its
first completed work, the Cornwall canial iemaincd for many
ycars a record of changing conditions, for its locks alone ui aIl
the St. Lawrence canaIs wvcre built ss feet %vide, the remnainder
being matie 45 cet becauuse the propeller scrcw liati been inventeti
and lîad proved nmore stîitable for navigation tItan the paddle
wlieel. Tue locks ai the St. Lawrence canais were built
200 x 45 x 9, and tliey werc rapidly opencd, tlîe -Cornwall in 1843,
tue Beauharnois in 1845 and the Lachine in 1848, and wvitl tîteir
completion tue tramei Icit the Rideau route forever, and it
remains to-day a wvark of local utility, anti a monument ta the
efforts tlîat Great Britain put farth for the defence ai Canada.
In these .cnlargements there are two points worthy ai note. The
locks ai tic new Wclland îvcre built onry i8o x 26 %j icet, because
the Gavernar-General did not'lhink the country coulti bear the
greater cast ai tue full sized locks, anti the lacatian ai the
Beatiliarnois canais gave rise ta one ai the bittcecst political con-
troversies ai the day. It wvas eharged that the Governar-General
infltienced by the Seignior ai Beauharnois hati caused the Board
ai Works ta chaose tie present location, anti that the canal ought
ta have been built upan the narth shiore ai the river. The Board
ai Warks sems, hawever, ta have been supporteti by tue bcst
exîgineers ai tic day, and tue contraversy is only tvorthy ai note
iiaw. because tlîe last af tue new 14 fot canais is being bult
tipan tic nordi shiore location that tvas thien so liotly advocatéd.
Wlîile tiiese tvorks tvere pragressing an the main raoite, the
Clianbly canal commenceti by Lower Canada in the previous
decade was conîpieted, andtheli private ioek at Vaudreuil ren-
cicreti tnnccssary by the opcning ai a Govcrnnient iock at St.
Anmies.

The canal lîistory ai the next twenty years is ane ai minar
decopnîents and repairs, ta acconîmodate a steadîly încreasing
traffic; but witl t hgreiv a feeing that awing ta tlîe rapîd increase
iii tue size ai thc lake vessels, andi tue great activity displayed
by the Amnerican railroads in canccntrating tue eastward traffic
oi tîe uine front Buffalo ta Newv Yaric, that tîte canais nmust be
grcatly ctiargeti ta enable aur shippers ta sectire a share ai tîtat
traffic. As mare titan ouîce before, titerc wvas no practical out-
conite for titis feeling utîtil anotîter great political change lIati
came, and the Dominion ttas usltereti iii ta carry on'thei policy
instituteti by Upper Canada anti adopteti by the Unitedi Can >adas.
In 1870 a commission tvith Huglg Allant as cîtaurman, andi S.
Kecier as secretary, ivas appointed ta consider catan] enlarge-
ment. Tîteir report of 1871 fully revieivs the wvlolc subject, anZU
tvill te rcierred ta Iater. They recommendeti enlarging the St.
Lawrcncc canal ta 12 icet draught, tvitli locks ai 270 x45, anti
titis wvork tvas promptiy uîtdcrtaken by tue Government,
aithough the drauglît wvas subscquently itîcreaset ta 14 feet. Tt
is not yet cotîîpieted, but we may hiope ta se vessels drawing 14
feet ai uvater conîing down ta Mantreai in tue latter -part ai

î3»or tic bcgiuîning ai î9oo. Tîte commnission also recant-
îîîended sanie initpravemeuts an tue Ottawva river caîîals, wvliclî
hiave been complctcd.

Thus at tue close ai tue cciîtury Cantada finds; herseif
possesseti ai a systenu of iîîland navigatiohn, wvlich for extent
anti capacity is uncqtiallcd anywltere in thc world, anti ai wltose
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