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A SCIENCE GRADUATE AND RAILWAY 
OPERATION.

The appointment of Mr. S. B. Clement, Chief Engi­
neer and Manager of Maintenance for the T. & N. O. 
Railway, this week serves to draw attention to the field, 
and the possibilities of that field, of railroading 
vocation for the graduates of the Faculties of Applied 
Science of our Canadian university.

First, we wish to congratulate Mr. Clement upon 
his appointment to the position of chief of affairs on a 
road which is so successfully meeting the requirements 
not only of a colonized road, but of a direct transporta­
tion route feeding two transcontinental systems.

Engineering, which has to do with the maintenance 
of way and the general business of the road, outside of 
train operation, are so intimately connected that we are 
surprised Canadian railroads have not encouraged in a 
greater degree their engineers to combine with their 
engineering training the business end of railroading. 
This has been done very successfully in the United 
States, and in the few isolated instances where it has 
been tried in Canada it has worked out most successfully, 
both for the corporation and the individual.

The careful training the Science student receives 
in the University, his field experience—both technical and 
executive—while carrying on his engineering work, and 
his wide general knowledge should make him an excep­
tionally good man to handle the business of a railway.

Recently there was brought to our attention the 
various steps necessary to secure the consent for a siding 
on one of our Canadian railways. The merchant applied 
to the terminal superintendent, the terminal superintend­
ent sent it on to the division superintendent, the division 
superintendent transferred it to the division engineer, the 
division engineer requested the resident engineer to re­
port, and this report had to go back the same four steps 
that the request came. What a saving to the railway in 
time and how much better would the customer have been 
satisfied if the superintendent and the engineer had been 
one so that direct dealing would have been possible !

We have written on this subject before, and al­
though very little progress is being made in the appoint­
ment of resident engineers as superintendent or for an 
amalgamation of the two departments, yet we believe 
the day will come when the engineers will not only have 
the control of the track and bridges but will be the man­
agers of operation.
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CAST IRON PIPE SPECIFICATIONS.

About a year ago, the Canadian Society of Civil 
Engineers issued standard specifications for cast iron 
water pipe. This move was the outcome of the ex­
tremely confused condition that existed with reference 
to cast iron water pipe specifications—every engineer or 
community having different opinions as to what was de­
sirable in such a pipe.

Although these specifications have been before the 
engineering profession for considerable time, yet there 
is still a great deal to be desired in the bringing about a 
reformation in the confused state intimated above. The 
buyers of cast iron water pipe still cling to their anti­
quated specifications ; or worse still, forget to specify 
anything definite, with the result that they think them­
selves outraged when supplied with a heavy grade.
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