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A week ago we published a paper on “Reinforced 
Concrete Columns,” prepared jointly by Mr. P. Gillespie, 
Lecturer in Theory of Construction, Faculty of Applied 
Science, loronto University, and W. G. Swan, Demon­
strator in Strength of Materials in the same Faculty. 
We do not call particular attention to the article be­
cause of the material it contains, or because of the 
subject treated, the interest taken in the paper and in 
the method of treatment of the subject of concrete rein­
forcing is abundant evidence of the value of the contri­
bution, but because of the position we think college 
testing laboratories should fill in carrying on investi­
gations in the field of engineering.

College testing laboratories should carry on syste­
matically series of tests and experiments dealing with 
those questions of public interest which come naturally 
within their field. Their students would be more inter­
ested in experiments, the practical application of which 
they may see, than conducting day after day experi­
ments which go to prove the correctness of well-known 
laws. The published results of such tests would do much 
to impress upon the public the value of such work and 
the necessity of more liberal financial support.

Sometimes we hear it said that public opinion is 
not fully alive to the needs of our colleges and uni­
versities. If that be true it is also true that many of 

universities and colleges are not alive to present-day 
problems, or if they are, they do not offer to aid in their 
solution. College testing laboratories can be made very 
useful in awakening interest in higher education and of 
practical service to the engineer. There are many 
questions that engineers are anxious to investigate, but 
which they cannot approach without the aid of 
equipped laboratories—laboratories much larger and 
more fully equipped than 
with
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usually found in connection 
engineers’ offices. The engineering societies and 

1 l ubs would be acting wisely if they would appoint com­
mittees to report on the possibilities of carrying on 
in\estigations into the steel rail question, waterproofing 
of cement, consumption of smoke, strength of 
pipe. 1 hese and many other subjects require to be 
fully studied, and in no way can this be done better than 
by associating the practical engineer and the college 
professor, supported by public funds.
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AMERICAN FOUNDRYMEN’S CONVENTION.

I oronto has been long known as the Convention 
City. In 1908 she is not going to misrepresent the 
Already this year the city has been the meeting place 
of National as well as Provincial gatherings, and early 
in June an association of international influence will 
foregather.

1 lie coming Convention of the American Foundry- 
men’s Association, June 8th to 12th, promises 
usually instructive meeting—not only instructive, but 
also enjoyable, for every preparation has been made to 
ehtertain the visiting foundrymen and their friends.

The object of the exhibition is to conduct an exhibit 
of foundry supplies and equipment which shall be edu­
cational in its character; and it is undoubtedly true that 
these exhibits bear as much fruit as do the papers which

name.
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