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THAT MUCII-MOOTED QUES-
TION AGAIN.

Ailn article ini i clatioln to the muitch.
inooted <q estion as to wvhich is the cor-
rect word-"1 COIl)dpss ',or ',coin-
passes "- is a quîestionî that has troluhled
nie in nim, dreains anîd waking liotirs
ever since 1 liegaii to study Maisçnie
svnîbolisîu and to eîîdeav'or to liiici ott
die Correct prontiliciation and nîieanhî1tg
of wvords contained ini the Masonic
vocahulary. 1 had heard " compass
anid - coipasses " uised iin the saine
breath, anid the most diligent inquiry
lis SQ far. fiailed to elicit any further
lighit on1 the subject. I have lso heard
used the word "scissors," and fre-
quently a 1' pair of scissors but nleyer
.tscissorses " or a - pair ofscissorses,"
and as a. conioass is imade of two-
pointed branches, the sanie as a pair of
scissors, I arni as a loss bo dcteîiîîie
exactly w~here Iiani at. IMy present
dilenima reniinds mie of the tailor and
the tailor's goose. H-e wanted two of
theni and, whlen lie sat down to write
an crder for them, lie said - "Seiid nie
two tailor's geese.>' That didn't sound
just riglit, and se lie chanîged it to
rend '<Send mie two tailor's gooses."
'l'at looked worse than the other, and
so lie mnade ul) lus mid tlîat nieither
way of wording the order .would do.
After scratching bis head a few minutes,
lie seized a pen and sticet of paper and
wrote -,"Send nie a tailor's goose, and
-daim, it, seîîd nie anotlier !" ven
that unique way of getting out of it lias
s:.ill left the questionu unsettled ini ny
nuind, and it seemis to l)e as far froîuî
solution as ever. But the tailor got
out 0f it to bis own satisfaction-niuch
after the way that Lincoln, when a
young captain of inilitia, got his coin-
pany on the other side of the fence, one
day when ont drilling theni. They
were inarching in platoons and he
waiîted to get the boys through the
gaate, but when he had arrived there lie
could't thiiîk liow to, give thiè order to,
get thein iin proper line, so they could
nuarch tlîrough, and so he said :
" Hlt-break ranks-and in two

mnutes, assemblle mn thle other 'sille of
UIl femîce "- 1o ini Jlcsonic lvv

THE LEVEL.

'tlie chlief 17lory of' Masoîiry, i thiat it
levels ail tic barriers tlîat intervene be-

anid brings togetiier upioî a plane of
coinion equality lîersoîis of tie nîost
diverse opinions, occupations avid ini-
terests. Overieapiîîg ail the houîidaries
of selfishless anid exclusiveîîess, over-
ruliiîg ail social and class distinctionis,
breaking down ail tlîe paîtiCons of
bigotry and intoleratîce, ii unites iii
comnoîî work and coninion object tie
gfood and truc of ail pursuits, opinuions
and languages. Tl'iie lodge cen liever
hecomne tue exclusive creature of aîîy
social, politicai or religious class or
seet, because it is tlîe joint possession
of the ibest representatives of aill Classes
and conditions. 1-ere epon the level
-the synubol, of equality-the rich anci
poor, the liigh and loîv, the titled
prince and the sturdy yeomîan, forget
ail différences of rank and station,
unite tlueir best endeavor for the high-
est good of each and ail. Ilere the
best representatives of the vairious
ciiurchi creeds, anîd the niost diverse
theological sentiments stand side by
side without a single test between
theru 1 Here the leaders of opposite
parties and rival factions forget tlîeir
intrigucs, and catching the spirit of
royal sympatiiy and philaiithropy
hreathed froru every lesson of the Fra-
ternity, their hearts are mieited into res-
ponsive love and fraternal peace. Here
nobility of birth and blood is super-
seded by that higher nobility wiiich is
of disposition and life. Hlere the
crown of royalty and the sceptre of
authority belong to tiiose moEt distin-
,guishied for virtue and honor. Here
ail languiages are nmelted into words and
synîbols conveying the saine îneaning
to ail nîinds, and bearing the saine sig-
nificance ini ail circles. 0f course, it is
not assumed that these noble and
honorable aimis are neyer iost siglit of
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