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THE ADVENTURE 0F THEYET-LOW FACE.
13Y A. CONAN DOYLE, IN IlSTRAtqD."

Sboerlack alrnes iras at mou wba sel-
dam taok exorcisa for exerCise's sae Few
mon were capable of greater muscuilar ef-
fort, and lie wvaa uudoubtedly ane af tue
f inest boxers of Luis woight Menat 1 bave
ovcr accun, but ho iooked upuni aiuule8s bodi-
iy exertion as a walite af eîuergy, and ho
b3ldain bestirrec binusoif save where thora
was saine prafessional abject ta bc served.
Thon ho was absoiutcly uitirittg îid in-
defatigablo. That ho shlould bave kept bien-

suelf in training undor gucbà circumstancos
je reinarkable, but bis diet w-as usiually ai
tluo sparoat, îînd bis habits Ivare a;r:it ta
the verge o! austerity. Save for the oc-
cÀwiouail use of cocaiîîo lie hail no vicesu,
and lie aîîly turned to the drug as a liro-
%est agaluet the inauaotaiuy of exist.ence
whoen raues were scanuty aitd the' papors un-
interesting.

One day in early spring lie bad sa far
relaxed as ta go for a wvalk wvith Me àa.
the Park, whorc the tii-st faint sluaats of
green ivore breaking ouit ujiat the clims,
and the sticky spearboixds af the chest-
tnta were just beginuing ta burat inta
their fivc-told leaves. For tWa boni-s we
rambled about toget lier, in silence for the
moat part, as bof its twa mon wha knaw
eacb oCher intimately. It was nearly five
befare wo were back in Baker Street once
mare.

'l Bpe, pardon, air," aaid anur page-boy,
as ho oponed the door: Ilthere's been a
gen' unan bore askiug for yau, air."

Hýimes glanced repraob!uly uit me.
'Sa much for aftrnoan walks 1 " said hoe.
"Has this gentleman golie, thon?

"Yen, ix-."
"Didn't yon ask bime iii ?Z

" es, air; hie carne in."
"How long did hoe wait ?
"Halt an licir, air. Ho was a vory

restiess gentleman, air. et-walkinl' and a-

stampin' ail the tente lbe %vas bore. I vas
waitin' aut8ide the dloor, ait-, :îud I coula
hear hila. At inst lie gaca into the Pas.
gage nnd hieocrles: l.e1 ttiato noer goin'
ta cone?7' Those %vere ]li; very words.
air. ' You'Il aîîly îîced ta wait et little
langer,' étaya 1. 1 "'udt l'il :wilit in the

open air, for I feel naît cbuked,' tutys hoe.
'ilU be hack b2fore long,* tend willi that

he nies and ho alute, andî eill 1 could pay
woauldn't hald feint back."'
*' Weil, Weil. yole did yoir bcsmt, 8aid

Holmneâ, as 1 walked into Our routa. Il It's
very annoying though, Wittsan. 1 was
badly in, îîed of a c.iEc, and titis looks,
froîn Ilhe mnan's inupatieiie, as if it were
of importance. Ralloa i tlîat's not your
pipe onu the table i Ho mnust have toit bIsl
bebiiîd feint. A nier ild briar, %vtl dee gaod
long stein of ivbat the tobatcaniets cail
amber. 1 wvondcr !loi rnany reý.l amber
mauthpieo 'thero are la London. Saine
people think a fly in it is a oign. Why,
it is quito a bran.h of trade the putting
of shain Vlies inta the sehmîm amber. Weil,
lie must bave Wuo disturbed in bis mind
ta leave a pipe behind hine whicbho li vi-
dently valnes higlîly

"Howv do yau knoi thant oe vatluer it
highly ?" 1 aeked.

-Wcli, 1 -hould put the original cast of
the pipe at a;evtiu-and-ýsixpmnce. Now it

hlii, yau soc, been twico meiuded : once in
the woaden atout and once in the amber.
Eaclî of these moletns, donc, as yon ob-
serve, with silver bands, msust have cost
mare Ihan tbe pipe did ariginally. The-
man muet value the pipe highly when hoe
prefors ta patcbi it up rather thon bny a
now ane with the saine monoy."

"A&nythiflg elce 7" I asked, for Ho'mes
wasq turning the pipe about in bis hand
and ataring at in bis peculiar, pensive way.

Ho held it up and t,îppi'd ou it with hb
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long, thin forci ingor as a protfessor rnight
%viîa wus iocturing on 2. boue.

'Pipes arc occa8ionaliy o! extraordin.
ary interest,"1 gaid ho. IlNothing has
more individuaîiry Bave, perbiap8, wtstelles

4nU( haotn<tea. Tho indications hem,
hawvever, aro neither verY mnrkcd nar very
imparlaut. Tho~ owner je abviolsiy à
mîuscîîîar taon, loft-iandcd, Lwith an excel.
1î'nt bot of tceth, carolos in Lis habitg,anld
ijti no necdf to prilctise ezzzno.ny.,

MY friend throw out the informnation in
a .vry off-liand way, but 1 8aw tient ho

Cocked bis eye at- ai, to seo if I hall fol-
awed bis reasoung.

" You tlîiink a man rnubt bco weli.to.do
îf lie Etitikes a even.sbilling pipe V" said I.

Ilîihis j Grosvenor mixturo at eightpence
'Lu Ounce," Holmes answcred, knoeking a
littie Ont On bise palm. "lAs ho might get
au excellent Sinoke for hait the price, he
*îae no need toi practiBe econorny."

"And the othor points?7"
" Re bias bicou in the habits of iightinq

ýtis pipe at lamps and gas-jets. You eau
e that it je quite charred ait down one

.cide. 0f course, a match coula not have
donc tieat. Why should a man hold a
mnatch ta the aide of hie pipe ? But yole
cannot light it at a lamp without get-
ting the bolw cbarred. And it is ail on
the right aide of the pipe. Froin that I
gathor that le ie a lclt-handeci man. Yau
liold yaur own pipe ta the lainp, and eee
tioi natu-ally yau, being right'-hauded,
hold the toit aide ta the llame. You rnight
do it once the ather way, but flot as'c a
canstancy. This has alwaya bcon beld so.
Thon hc bas bitten through bis amber. It
takes n musenlar, enorgotic feflow, ana one
with a good set o! teetb ta do that
But if 1 am..flot mistakien I hear him upan
the stair, sa we shall have something mare
interesting than bis pipe ta etudY."

An instant later aur door opened, and a
tall young man entered the room. He
wu. wcll but quietly dresseid in a dark-
grey suit, and carried a brown wideawake
in iea baud. 1 ILOULI have put him at
abolit thirty, tbougb hoe w-as reahly 2ome
years aider.

Il beg your pardon," said hoe, with same
embarrasment ; Il1 suppose I aboula have
lcnoceô. Ycs, of course 1 sbould have
knocked. The tact iii thett I arn a little
upset, and you must put it all down to
that.Y Hie pasd bis band over hie fore-
hîcad Uike a mail Who je hall dazed, ands
then fell, rather than eat, dIOWv upan a
chair.

Il f can so that yau have nat slept for
a night or twvo,' said Holmos, in his cosy,
genial way. IlTient tries a nun*s nerves
more than work, and more evon than plea-
sure. May I ask how I eau holp) YOU?"

I. wanted your advicc, sir. I don't
kuoaw WhaIt ta do, and My -vîholL lise
scons ta have gone ta picces."


