WAYS TO PREVENT MICE INJURING ORCHARD TREES

w. T.

DEPRED:\TIO.\'S by mice in winter
are usually greatest when, the or-
chard is in sod and when there is rubbish
Iving about ; hence the latter should be
removed before the winter sets in.  In most
cases it is not nccessary nor advisabie to
have the orchard in sod. particularly when
there are voung trees, although it is highly
important to have a cover crop which is
also sometimes a harbour for mice.

As mice may be cxpected every winter
in greater or less numbers, voung trees
should be regularly protected against their
ravages. Mice usually begin working on
the ground under the snow and when they
come to a tree they will begin to gnaw it if
it is not protected. A\ small mound of soil
irom 8 to 12 inches high packed around
the tree will often turn them, and even snow
tramped aboui the tree has been quite
effectual.

The cheapest and surest practise is to
wrap the trees with ordinary building paper,
the price of which need not be taken into
consideration as it is so little. Tar paper
is also effectual. but trees have been injured
by using it and it is well to guard against
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danger. ‘A little carth should be put abim
the lower end to prevent the ihice from
beginning to work there,

At the Experimental Farm we are using
in addition to building paper, a woodmn
veneer which has been found very satisfac-
tory both in protecting the trees from mice
and from sunscald. Proi. W. B. Atwoul,
Horticulturist, Virginia Experimental Sta-
tion, recommends a mixture of pure linseed
oil and white lead to prevent the depredai-
ions of mice on apple trees. but docs et
recommend it except with caution for peach
and cherry trees. He says that with 13
vears’ cxperience he has never had an ?pp]v
tree injured by this application.

It is important to buy the white lead and
pure linseed oil and mix theim, as ready-
made paints may have an injurious mineral
ail in them. Prof. Atwood advises mixing
the white paint and linsced oil to a consis-
tency the same as for an outside coat «n a
building. and to put a heavy coat on the
tree. He claims that once in two vears i<
sufficient to apply. It is ailso useful in pre-
venting borers. The wixture has iwen
known {o injurc cherry and prach troee.

DOES CULTIVATION CAUSE APPLE SCAB?

R. J. MESSEXNGER, ©.A., BRIDCETGWN,

I WANXT to take issuc with Mr. AL WL

Peart. in his statememt in a rvccnt
issuc of The Horticulturist. that clecan cul-
tivation in the orchard promates scab. He
ic quoted as saving I anything green is
m the sail it has a acutralizing cffect an
vapars arisng fram the sail. which tend to
promnte scab. I think the finest lot of
apples sent 1o the Old Comntry Jast vear
cane {remy an archard which had been in

aats, vic.”
In the firqd place. Nature is 5o versatile
and vamable. that the cle  abserver
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would cansider it nidiculous to take vie of
two of her results and fornd a thewy of
law upon it. Same dazen other cirume
stances may have combined to make thai
oated orchard vield fure fruit. and sinee the
aats were there, they were hit upont =« the
cause. when they may have had e - fiect
on the result.  This is just to shaw ke (o
many of us 2re prone to jump o v v
Sons.

My knenwledge of soil physics tell - - that
dry carth. such as the mulch for---i by
clean cultivation. alisorbs noxious » = -<her
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