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Imaging.

Attention and habit are the fun-
danental units of Modern Psv-
cholugy. According to this view
Imagination is not an isolated fac-
ulty requiring special training per
se. It is a phase or factor of the
attentive act. It is the adaption of
former habit to the building up of
a ncw habit which we desire to
have. The image is the instru-
ment through which the learner
realizes ideas, relations and facts
which are bevond the imniediate
comprehension of the senses.

It is only through images, vis-
ual, auditorv, tactile, motor that we
-et bevond mere svmbols to the
true significance of things. Thus
ilie image is the connecting link
between the iew and the old. A
presentation is of value in direct
proportion to the extent in which
il syil)olizes or stands for some-
thing bevond itself.

One characteristic of the trulv
educated man is tlat lie can bring
to bear upon each nîew experience
a vast anount of interpreting ma-

'hinerv. lHe can think of ' e
ri ght thing at the right time, he
lias liad a valtiable expericnce and
kiowvs how to call them u anl
apply them: in other words. he lias
fornied the imaging liabit. The
in(ividlual who has simiplv mem-
Orize(l a nass of unassimilated
facts does nîot possess such power
of internretation.

There is a static conception of
a teacher's traininii: course iwhich
holds that the student is to enter
:ith a fixed quantum of know-

le(lgc and experience which can be
accuiratelv measurel, and that tlien
ihie bisiness of a Normal School

is to give a certain amount of ad-
ditional knowledge of methods
and experience in teaching, much
as one might add more books to
a half-filled library. or walk the
last two miles of a five-mile jour.
lie\.

Such a viev is basedi upon false
philosopylv and lias much to do
with the failures of some who have
passed professional examinations.

What the teacher requires is~an
insighit which wvill enable himii t.o

mct new situations an(l deal with
new problems in the niost satis-
factory manner.

To gain such power it is neces-
sary (in a sense) for Eiim to be-
corne a chUld again, to reconsider
his ideals, to widen bis horizon,
to take a new view of life.

Everv thotghtful teacher must
realize how firmly the chain of fix
ed habit fastens itself upon one with
each succeeding year of teaching
experience, until at length one (le-
sires to remain in the same grade.
teach the sanie subjects under the
same conditions, dreading to at-
tempt anvthing new.

The chief value of a Normal
School course is to afford opportu-
nities for culture in the highesf and
truest sense-a culture which coin-
bines discipline and klnowlcdrYe.
which means mastery over self and
a power of control whvich fits the
teacher for efficient service in Ithe
future

Such power can be gained oni
hv a firm determination to break
the chain of vicious .habit. and bv
long continued and wisely directed
éffort in the solution of well select-
ed life nroblems.-S. B. Sinclair,
Pli. D., Normal School, Ottawa.
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