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'Tliare was a mati by the name of Cyrus who waa a Persitan prince. H
hadl a very mîec father, and asked liai ame Ight vlat lié had loie at cham
tint day ? He said that lie had uone soumetmg unjutly The baya wher
Cyrus waas plaving any gantes with theni ued to imnake hut their Kig. Onc
day ther • was a boy vho laid a new eaît, with Cyrus, and Cyrum watnte<l t
make a change The one that the loi lieul hought was ve.rN imeîrhi too lImge
for hatin, while Cyrua's was % mvnall. 'T hey kept on for tw o or three days uit
would tot agree utpon it. Vltae they imaking thiîs agreniemit, Cyrtus's fa.
ther came aloag. Cyras had a very Iummiatne teiper and na very gentle.
Because Cyrus wotld ni)ot change with the other I a few days ie was pl>
ishied.

' Cyrus, the Persian prince, had go< niaiy masters, his father aked bnnmmi
if lie lad donc anytthiaj wrong to.day, aid lie aid lit had beem punilshed.
and tais father askd haim wliat ie had Iwen int itthied foi. and ite satd he
lad quarreled with another boy. What about, said hits fithemr, and ('vri-
Raid that, a boy lie was with, had on a big coat, that just fitted huit, and lit,
coat was too inall for himself, and thwe ther lx>y wante'd ta excliange aiih
huan. But Cyrus vould not, just then a amat came upl, and settlel the dii
pute, saving, that the big boy did very wrong t tarmting the coat off the
smahller 1oï0. So Cyrus lad to bc punisied for tot giving up lits coat tg, the
other boy.

"It will be observed tat in sone of the examiples the sense of the nai-
rative is followed tolerably well, while t tîmost of themn it ts burlescluel
that in some puictuation i wholly ieglected, while t others it ai
liberally indulged to the destruction of the sense; that in some the nai
rative is divided into sentences in violation of the rules of gratimar, and
in others not, eqtally aii violation of the riues of grintnar. It is plain,
from these examples, thlat the pupils of the Norfolk coutty schools ladt
been trained in gramimar at the coat of EtngIlish composition, according
to the methods of the old systen of instruction. Comment is utntieces-
sary. The comment of the conductois of the Qumtcy schools was mut
order of banihaient issucd against the old system."

WINTER'S WORK FOR THE RURAL TEACHER.

The great school-masters " have achieved worthy results by the
moral and intellectual cltmato they were able to produce, rather
than by methoda of teaching." Thus says a writer in a re-ent
magazine article. Rural teachers are often surrounded by a de.
pressing intellectual atmosphere. The pupils are net interested in
school, because thoir pareita are not interested. Home thouglts
are narrow and slow, school thoughts are dull.

In sucli cases the teacher should make an effort te change the in-
tellectual climate. Ho should try to stiiulate, to widen, and to
utilize the thought-power of the district. He ahould do this in
order to make the school-rooni work more effective. The teacher
may say withun limself. " I will do my best to secure profitable
study for my pupils, I will try to have themi study in the best man-
ner, and in order to have them study much and well, I will try toi
arouse parents as well as pupils to a wider range of thought and to
leadthem to think more and to think te a better purpose. If more
thinking and better thinking is to be donc during the coiin-mmg win-
ter than was donc during the past winter, somîe person must cause
it to be done, and that person should be the teacher. As a rule
teacher, are laborious, are earnest, are anxious for the improve-
ment of their pupils ; they are pained when their labors seem fruit-
less, because of the children's apathy. Lot cadi try to change the
intellectual atmosphere. Lot themi renienber that a change of
cliuate has often given physical heam± te the invalid. Health de-
pends upon the air we breath as much as upon our food. Why
may not intellectual vigor depend upon the initellectual atmosphcre?
If the great school-masters formîed at intellectual clinate for thàeir
pupils, why shall not other teachers attempt te do the same "

Among measures for purifying the intellectual atiîospher !and
making it bracing and mi igurating, the follovinîg are suggested
questions, general inform;.iot, readungs, committing te inetory
choice selections, biographical sketches and taecdotes, literary ex
ercisea. and societies.

1. Questions- To awaken thought vothing is botter than a gord
question. The great teachers have becn noted for their method of
questioning. The teacher desiring to stimulate thought aimong his
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pupils andi patrons, iiiay gmve a question to Iis pupils at the close of
school, sayintg, "1 I do not aunt at atisver now ; yo miay thmtk
about it to-inglit, and I w-ll cail for ant atswer to-moiirrow." The
objeet being to excite thoiglt, the question should bc one that
will interest the people, yet not be so easy as to require no rellec-
tion. A teacher once asked wly the leaves fall, callmng attention
to somie trocs to which tlt dry leaves wero still chingitmg. This led
to muttch oxiatnntationi of the trees, ait m ituch talk mabout thei at
hoime. On another occasinm lie gave as a probleim a recent trats-
action it the neighborhood : " A lmait sold a horse for $5, bought
it back for $50, and sold it agçaii for 855: iov utcli hl ima iako 1"
This excited great discussion. Nearly every almai and boy mn the
district solved it, and proved lis aniswer riglt, thougih there woro
several .ntswers foind.

On the itxt day the first question will be brouglht tip, the answer
discussed, and a second question presented for future repfly. This
course can be coitimued fromi day to day as long as the mtîterest in
the questions justifies it. At tirst tho teacher iaty find it diflicult
to select stmtiulating questions of general titerest. Let iimii not
liesitato on this accanint, for i tis, as a itast other undertakings,
the beginînmg as the imost dificult part. Questions will socn muttl-
tiply tuon the thoiughtful teacher. By practice will comîe skill in
selectotg the imost appropriate. The children, taking the questions
home, plying their parents with theti, and discussiiig thetm with
cach other, wl lcad the parents to think about the school.

Teachers at a loss for questions may begin with the breakfast
table. Why should coffee.be provided for breakfast and tea for
supper ? Why buckwheat cakes at breakfast, but bis-uit at supper 1
Whence cote, and how aro raised or made, the various articles and
dishe on the table ï Knowledge g tined in finding answers to such
questions will be live knowledgo, while the giving and answering
the questions will change the cmmiate to cite of intquiry, activity,
and investigation. The childrein will iii tume learn to ask questions
of the teacher and of their parents. Whe sucl is the case, to
itnstruct them is a pleasure.

2. General Information. -Tho teacher nay call the attention of
the school to soime subject of general interest, as a public work, a
discovery in science, a great crop, a great act, a great accident, and
talk over the same with the pupils. He inay say, " Items of pub-
lie interest are often nentioned in conversation and in the news-
papers. Please inform me wheu youî next notice one, and we will
talk about it." Tact and skill will be needed to lead boys and

giral to select topics wisely, but pupils car bo traied to find uiseful
information, and to tell it in a way to be interesltmig te theimselves
and te others. This exorcise mîay lead pupils to select their read-
inig. and te discriiiimiate betweenu useful and useless information,
betweenu the higlier and the lower in thonglt. The topics of gene-
ral interest arc unlimited in nuiber, as the world's work and work-
ors, commerce, shipping, currency, food supplies, manufactures,
etc., etc. Teachmers may of ten have soie difficulty in finding accu-
rate information, as works of reference are not to be foutnd in every
schoo mm But as a compensation. ids umnoutv wimm urmVo ciuren

to ask their parents and to consult itIks at home.

Sotne teachers make an interesting topic of the riglits and duties
oif citizens, how officers are chmosen, how they are prid. whence
comunes the revenuc of the Statp, how the taxes are expended Sich
topies are intoresting when presented about election time. A wise
teacher -vill clnose his topr· in sm.:isoni

3. Readings.--" When I ami reading a good book," says Hamer-
ton, "the omnly Crœsus that I envy lf lie who is reading a botter
book." In soue schools the attention of the pupil is confined to
" doing sums," " parsinug," and other routine work. The atmos.
phere of such sciools i deficient in essential eletuents of intellec-


