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TACT.*

BY MISS RIDDELL, OF THE MADOC MODEL SCHOOL.

T AC l', discretion, aptness, adroitness, and niany other words and
phrases are used to express in uther
language fle much abused terni com-
mon sense. Every day we hear some
such expression as the folluwing:--
" What great tact she has." " Oh ! he
never had any tact." " Tact is neces-
sary in that business," etc., etc. IIow
many, hearing these expressions, ever
ask thernselves the que.ition, " what
is tact ?" Like the tern conmon
sense, it lias been so nuch and su
often used that were you tu ask the one
who uses the word every day, and
many times during the day, to define
tact, you would get an ansver that
would agree netither with your own
idea of tact, nor with the opinion of
anyone else. If I were to ask each
one in the room to give a definition of
the word, how many are there wv'ho
would be able to tell what it really
means ?

The dictionary gives the meaning
of the word " tact " as " peculiar skill or
faculty," or "nice perception," from
which the conclusion might be dravn
that it is a n ttural faculty, not an
acquired one.

Whdle this to some extent is true,
still there is a way in which people,
naturally possessin.; very little tact,
may, as I shall endeavour to show
further on, becone as skilft il in the
art of snoothing difficulties and avoid-
ing snares, as those who-I ird alnost
said from infancy-alvays say and do
the right thin, in the right place,
and at the right time.

This ability, faculty, art, or what-
ever it may be called, is a large in-
gredient in the success of any profes-
sion. The doctor, who by his pleasant
and agreeable nianner, by his tact in
other words, nakes his patients, suf-
fering, it may be, under a very trifling
ailment, think (we will hope with
truth) that lie feels ,s deep an interest
in tiheir comil)laints as it is possible for
iii to feel, is more apt to become a
successful practitioner than une who
with perhaps greater skill and medical
attaitînients treats such cases as well
as they very likely deserve to be
treated, but in such a manner as leaves
the patient mortified and angry. 'hie
candidate for parliamentary or e.en
nunicipahonours finds this faculty in
the highest degree necessary to him
in his electioneering campaign. The
candidate who has tact enough to en-
able him to overcome all objections
raised against him and to bring his very
enemies round to his side, and more
difficult still. to interest those before in-
different, stands a very good chance,
even againat one, who, by his superior
knowledge of the needa of the riding,
is better qualified for the place, but
who, by the absence of tli necessary
niother vit, fails to win the approba-
tion of the people. 'Finie would fail
me were I ta attempt to show how
necess try tact is to the success of any
profesion, but observation will teach
you nuch better than anything I can
say on the subject, tlat it is so; and
while this is true in ail the different
walks of life, in the teaching profes-
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