
4 THE PARISHJ SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

. chool Bill-NeW Brunswick.
It is is now generally conceded

that the present School Law of this
Provmée does not meet the require-
mente of the Country.

One ot the greatest blunders ge-
nerally made in the admini..tration of
Colonial Government is, our appro-
priat>ng to ourselves al] the inachi-
nery incident to oid wealthy and pu-
pular countries.

While we have not more popula-
tion than that of, a Burough Town of
the Mother Country, still we have
nearly all the political machinery coin-
mon to the British Islands, with their
26,000,000 inhabitants. And this
machinery we are mantaining at a
disproportionate cost,-a coBt fer
above our means and requirments,
This principle is also extended to our
Educational machinery We are pay-
ing, annuelly, about £2.600, not for
education, but to those whos" duty
is little more than to make reports,
rules and regulatiofie, while the
teachers do ail the real good actually
done. This sum is entirely too much
fo, an infant Colony like New Bruns-
wick syith220,000inhabitantstopayfor
simply reporting 750 Parish Schools.

We should endeavour to use au old
adage, to " creep before we walk,"-
it is top soon for us, in this infant
state, to adopt all the educational me
chinery necessary to countries 'with
largely developed resources, and over
one hundred times our population.

We have arrived, in educational
matters, at that state of things, that
the local ofilcers and guardians of
youtti have thrown the onus, if onor-
ous et all, of examinations etc., ppon
those who get the salaries, conse-
quently, that wholesome guardiangihip
whicih should. be exercised by local
parties, is not generally adopted, and
the whole control is left to the flying,
visits of the Chief Superintendent f
Schqoo,and the Inspector,-the 'atter
spending an hour in each School
tw.ce a year. The law malkes pro-
vision for the election of School Com-
taittees, but ve have not heard of a
uingie dfstrct as vet which has done
so; and as for Trustecs taking any
.sptcial mnterest, no one thinks of it.

This, aa far as we can Iearn, being
the true state ot the workinga of the

eduentionni system.of this Prevince,
it should be the earnest desire of all
those feJiimng an interest in this im-
portant subject, to use their influence
with the legislature, which will Ehort-
ly resumne its sittinge, to got this law
amended so as, to meet the r-quire-
ments of thi country.

The gross amiunt annualiy paid
towarda the support of Colleges. Aca-
demies, Grimmar Schuols, and other
High S:hools in the Provine,
amounts to nearly £6,000, and eull we
are endowing Training and Model
Schools, at a large expet se to the
Province. Why pay six thousand
pounds per annum, towards the eup-
port of these institution9, the Colleges,
ect., withoui bnding the recipientsof
such an amount, to quahfy candidates
foriTeachers of Common Schools?
Certanly, the Profrasors, Precept-
tresses, and other Teachers officiatisg
in thaàe institutions, ought to 'be fully
qualified for the task of training and
otherwise fitting the yonth of our
country for the office ot Tachnrs of
Parish Schools; and these ur -titutions
ouglit aiso to be well supphed with
Books and Philosophical apparatus;
and if they are not sO supplied, and
do not possess these essentiais, the
government allowance should be at
once withidrawn ; and if they do
possess the necessary ability to qnali-
fify the youth of our country to take •

charge of the Elementary Schools of
the Province, then why maintain
Training and Mode! Schools st an ad-
ditijnal cost of £600, besides the cost
of buildings, ect.

It may be arguad that these, so
called higher institutions of educa-

-tion, are all se:tarian, and parties en-
tering within. their walls will have
their rehgious sentiments tampered
with, which we have no douîbt is too
oft"n the case ; but nu niatter. grant
all this to be true ; does not, all the
promnnent religious bodies in the Iro-
vince draw largely from tha revenues
of the country in sti of thèir instittr-
tions? Tdach-rs generally speaking,
hn, n religtons point of view, from
the ranks of Episcopaliaus, Metho-
dists, Roman Catholics, Baptiste, and
Preiby teriane, and, these religions
bodies, the Pr.esbyterians excepted,


