THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

It is is now generally conceded
thet tha present School Law of this
Provinée dces not meet the require~
ments of the Country. :

One of the greatest blunders ge-
nerally made 1n the sdministration of
Colonia} Government is, our appro-
priat)ng to ourselves all the machi-
nery incident to oid wealthy and po-
pular countries, ’

While we have not more popuia~
tion than that of, a Borough Town of
the Mother Country, still we' have
nearly all the political machinery com-
mon to the British Islands, with their
26,000,000 inhabitants. And this
machinery we are mamntaining at a
disproportionate costy—a cost far
above our means and regnirments,
This principle is also extended to our
Educational machinery We are pay-
ing, annuslly, about £2,600, not for
education, but to those whose duty
is little more than to make reports,
rulee and vegulationis, while the
teachers do all the veal good actuaily
gone. This sum is entirely too much
for an infant Colony like New Bruns-
wick with220,000inhabitantsto pay for
simply reporting 750 Parish Scheols.

We should endeavour to use ap old
adage, to “ creep before we walk,”—
1t is top soon for us, 1n this infant
state, to adopt all the educational me-
chinery necessary to countries with
largely developed resources, and over
one hundred times our population,

We have arrived, in educational
matters, at that state of things, that
the local officers and guardians of
youth have thrown the onus, if onor-
ous' at all, of examinations etc., ypon
those who get the salaries, conse-
quently, that whelesome guardianship
which should be exercised by local
parties, 15 not generally adopted, and

e whole control 18 lett to the flying:
visits of the Chief Superintendent «f
Schaols,and the Inspeetor,—the ‘atter
spending an hour 1 each School
tw.cea year. The law mpkes pro-
viston for the election of School Com-
mittees, but we have not heard of a
single dfstrict as vet which hos done
soj;and as for Trustees taking eny
sproial interest, no une thinks of it.

This, a8 for 28 we can jearn, being
the true state ot the workings of the

School Bill—New Brunswick.

educational aystem. of this Prevince,
it should be the earnest desire ofall
those fe.ling an 1nterest in this im-
partant subject, to use their influence
with the legislature, which wall short-
ly resume 1ts sittings. to get this law
amended so as to meet the require—
ments of the cobntry.

The gross amount annually paid
towarda the support of Culleges. Aca-
demivs, Grimmar Schools, and other
High S:houls in the Province,
amounts to neurly £6,000, and sull we
are endowing Training and Model
Schools, at a large expetse to the
Province. Why pay siz thousand
pounds per annuem, towards the sup—
port of these institutions, the Colleges,
ect., withaut binding the recipients of
such an amount, to qual:fy candidates
for'Teachers of Common Schools?
Certanly, the Profrasors, Precept-
tresses, and other Teachers officiating
in thase instirutions, ought to be fully
qualified for the task of training and
otherwise fitting the yonth of our
country for the uffice of Tzachers of
Parish Schools ; and these 1 ~titutions
ought also to be well supphed with
Buoks and Philosophical apparatus;
and if they are vot so supplied, and
do not possess these essentials, the
government allowance should be sat
once withdrawn; and if they do
possess the necessary ability to qoali-
fify the youth of our country to take -
charge of the Elementary Schools of
the Province, then why maintain
"Training and Model Schools at an ud-
ditional cost of £600, besides the cost
of buildings, ect.

It may be argusd that these, s0
called higher institutions of educa-

“hion, are al} sestariun, and parties en-
tering within, their walls will have
their religious sentiments tampered
with, which we have no doubt is too
often the case ; but no niarter, grant
all this to be true; does not all the
promment religious bodies n the Pro-
vince draw largely from the revenues
of the country in sid of their vostitu-
tions? Teachars generally speaking,
haid, m a religous point of view, from
the ranks of Epircopaliaus, Metho-
dists, Roman Catholics, Baptists, and
Presbytertans, and, these rehgious
bodies, the Presbyterians excepted,



