
CT0XT Whether that is so or net, the fact is that Q 
Pfiny nëVer said it came out of a toad, but ^ 
merely that it was of the colour of a toad.

The Pliny referred to is Pliny the Elder, 
the celebrated Roman naturalist, wIkv wrote 
a great treatise on natural history, which we 
sknl possess, and died in' A. D. 79, whilst vis-

f . MUTtoTehUeÏEgfou^d Set; When most people talk about eating they been made 
and stones, under its Latin name, Bufomus to|, nQr does he mentjon its medicinal vir- indulge in a vulgar levity, says the London in evidence on • ,,, midd v
lauis,” artd was also called Borax, Nosa, Crap- name ak>ne—simply the nime Daily Telegraph. It is commonly supposed an office no g , • ■ ,
ondinus, Crapaudina, Chelonit.is, and Batra- .,Batrachites;> the Greek for toadstone—was that such a matter as the planning of a menu dinner. Jb? SamWelier’s acquaintance who 
chites. It was also called Graterlano and Gar- lëad" the fertile imagination of the can be^approached with the gay flippancy of gentleman of S ^ , , * , ’atronius, ,f,«, a g«n,l=m,„ ..mad Gr.narus par- To .hi. SUB,. ‘"^.v'mLl"? £Æ?°ïïi ”?i. w”!
who m 1473 found a very ltrge one, reputed to tict(lgr6, It is a case precisely similar to 0us delusion may be traced many ruined a hearty meal 1 ’ ation with
have a marvellous power. In 1657^ in the ^ q{ the o!d lady who was credited with homes, the tragedies of many lives of fair dozen crumpets a manaee in the
“translation by a person of quality, of the hay- vomjted “three black crows.” When promise. A household in which the art of eat- nightmare. How d y wQrk ^Qne af
“Thaumatographia” of a Polish physician nam- the *' t wag t^ced step by step to its. jng is not zealously studied is abnormal, un- brave days of old. y , deck ­
ed Jonstonus, we find written of it: "Toads source^ was fOUnd that her nurse had stated wholesome and unhealthy. “Tell me what you the orgy at m y. nfPbusiness wen-
produce a stone, with their own image some- sbe vomited something as black as a eat,” says the sublime French aphorism, ‘and that in those day t , , „
times. It hath very great force against malig- vomt I will toll you what you are.” Yet there are so easy-going that everybody could afford 0
nant tumors that a,re venemous. They are The bclief in the existence of a stone of people who expect you to reverence their great doze the afternoon awy.. P 1
used to heat it in a bag, and to lay it hot, with- - , properties in the head of the toad is S0uls when they assure you that they don t that the real e*Pla”a „ ■ t ghi ffi ^
out anything between, to the naked body, and ™ag,C*neP J many instances of beliefs of a know what they’re eating-it is all one to Just as the m^rrnt£r^E^1fsh^San°“,nC=
to rub the affected place with it. They say it cloJel similar kind which were actepted by them. Of course, you will generally be right a good deal earlier t g. eak the
prevails against the enchantments of witches, p,- falthough he records no such belief as to believe they are lying. If not, award them leaves it later, but g -
especially for women and children bewitched. £ toadstone), and were passed on from the proper compassion earned by thfe halt, the middle of his day, sue w
So soon as you apply it to one bewitched it on Natural history in a more or maiPed and the blind. If a poor creature the^Victorians -We nk e
sweats many drops. In the plague it is laid to muddled form to the middle ages, and so reaHy does find all food taste alike he is no at home, more time r P > JS • ’
the heart Ao strengthen it.” Another physt- by later writers. Thus Pliny better than a person to whom all colours are and so we cannot afford to sPend Jany mm-
cian of the same period appears to be ‘Ues, as etone9 possessing magical, properties, alike, or for whom music means nothing. The utes on midday re^Cptl<^l'i , somethin,l
affected by the new spirit of inquiry, for ^ “Bronte” found in the head of the tortoise, reas0n why people pretend to be in. this means less foo . dfoestions no
he relates the old traditions about the stone h Cinaedia in the head of a fish of that wretched condition is the vulgar notion that which gives our sedentary digestions no
and how he tested them. He says it was re- Chutes, a grass-green stone it is not spiritual or not intellectual to be trouble, on painmelft:
ported that the stone could be cut out of the { d in a swallow’s belly, the Dracomtes, interested in your dinner. Hence households afternoon. The light has , ,ec°m®
toad’s head. (In the book called “Hortus ™ ^ust be cut out of the head of a live where they want to be cultured at all costs characteristic oft,th! Jead Not soTont
Sanitatis,” dated 1490, there is a picture, now ent the Hyaenia from the eye of the treat the menu as a thing that anyone can ern London as the hatlesshead Not so ong
before me, of a gentleman performing this op- Hyaena, and the Sabrites from the bowels of make in a moment. There is, of course, an- ago if a ““ “ “
eration successfully on a gigantic toad.) Our a Jizard. All these and the Echites, or other extreme. It is possible to elaborate and steak or a cut off the joint, he must eedsp

„ . sceptical physician, however, goes on to say vj* _stone, were credited with extraordinary over-elaborate, to pile course upon course, till up with a sandwich or bread and <:heese inen
This, however, is not the case. Shakes- that it wa8. commonly believed that these Magical virtues, and many of the assertions the dinner is- only fit for some bloated giant the beginning of a new era, came a time

peare himself was simply making use of what stones are thrown out of the mouth by old o( uter writers about the toad-stone are Gf the First Empire. But there is not much he could get a scone or a ^n, o n
was considered to-be common knowledge in d /probabjy the tongue was mistakeb for , j due to their having calmly transferred danger 0{ such horrors nowadays. For years boiled egg. Now the carte of the tea op 
his day when he made the Duke compare ad- and that if toads are placed on a ^stories about other imaginary ta6to has b«n turning towards simplicity. Avides hun w.th ro,des assorties
versity to the toad with a magie jewel ip its pJece of red cloth they will eject their “toad- stones to the imaginary toad-stone. The only Look at> the mentis of fifty years ago. In one worthy of a ^ /estaarant souo artd fkh
head, commonly known as a toad-stone, stones,” but rapidly swallow them again before stone in the above list which has a real ex- _not a banquet of any special occasion, but a of entrees to choose from, and ®°“P a”,. ,
although that “common knowledge was Qne ^ sejze ^ 'recious gem! ife says that tLt in the fish’s head. Fish have chan« day’s dinner at a table in St. James’ and vegetables, The lunch oone<Dr two light
really not knowledge at all, but—like an enor- when he was a boy he procured an aged toad a ir of beautiful translucent stones in their 0{ excellent reputation—there are six entrees, dishes of this kind is the fashion of today
mous mass of th accepted cu"en‘fatemetN and placed it on a red cloth, in order to obtain heads—the ear-stones or otoliths—by the lam- saddje 0f mutton and pigeons. N separate doubt it has its Angers. You ^aysee
in those times, bout animals, plants, and £ ; Qf “the stone.” He sat up watchjng inated structure of which we now can deter- course of vegetables appears. The weets are too many young people trying to live on bread
stones-was an absolutely baseless mvent.om tmd ^ nightj but the toad did not eject ^ age of a fish just as a tree’s age is m,ny and of apalling solidity. We do not do and pastry and tea Jut hose whose bus,-
Such baseless beliefs were due to the perfectly anythjng “Since that time,” he says, “I have to,d by thï annual rings of growth in the things in that fashion nowadays. Compare ness it is to watch and aid and follow
innocent but reckless ^abit of mankind, al^ayg r€garded as humbug (‘badineries’) all wood of its stem. The fresh water crayfish withK it the menu of Parisian dinner in our development of public taste will teH you
throughout long ages, of exaggerating and that they relate of the toad-stone and its ori- has a very curious pair of opaque stones (con- time. The occasion as of some importance, there is far less of this error than of old_ The
building up marvelous narrations on the on. gin_» He then describes the actual stone which cretions of carbonate and phospate of lime) and; moreover, the hristmas season might lads who used to support life on a scone and
hand and on the other hand Relieving wit as the toad-stone, or Bufonius lapis, and formed in jts “stomach” as a normal and reg: wcll have induced a prodigality of courses, butter now have soup and an apple du P g,
out any sufficient ^ays that it Is also called batrachite, or brontia, ular thing. They are familiar to every stu- But these were all : 1 or fish, or an gg 0
and enthusiasm, such marvelous narrations ombrja His description exactly corres- who dissects a crayfish, and I am told , TT TX, an entree. This change ot diet is among tnerecorded by others. Each writer or gossip ds ^,ith the “toad-stones" which are well- Germany today, as in old times also, Potage poule au pot Henry IV. most sensible examples of food reform which
concerning the wonders of unexplored nature, knQwn at the present day in collections of old the “krebstein’^is regarded by the country- Merlans a la Bretonne. one can easily find. Some of us will like
consciously or unconsciously, added a little to . nossessed of ^medicinal and magical Chapons du Man rôtis. none the worse because it is not the resu
the story as received by him, and so the au- nnfs; . 3 . . folk af. possessed present oc- Ragout de Truffes. Df fanatical advocacy, but of common-sense
thoritative statements grew more and more I have examined twelve of these rings properties. I P ’ ib] 0P;gin Qf all Fonds d’ Artichaut demi-glace and commercial enterprise. Whatever we may
astonishing and interesting. the ^ Mn^f to^r^e ^ne^curnïg > Bombe Chantilly. choose to think about that, it is interesting to

It was not until the time of Shakespeare >y- Antiquities; and four in the Ashmolean within animals. They are more numerous It is an illustration of the modern principle ThTmôdem city^worker ""ym may
himself that another spin eSa” Museum at Oxford. Two of these are of chal- than those cited by ff4my ; they exist in every (hat at dinner you ought nqt to taste an inter- ,-d tbe marble tables and find hardly
self—namely, that of asking w «ther a preva dony with a figure 0f a toad roughly carved race and every civilization and refer to a large minabte succession of courses, but to eat -’°°k rouiM m bl ^SSÆÎÆŒS as? ^ »!,* <-n ^ Mutton„ rfBSi S ÎT vd

ti’Ï'-nd“orby'merêl)°«ddudng îhe FhV'pIriod ol * There were eert.Jnly ir. degrees we le.rn how to live,
tions of “the learned so-and-so,” or of he m- .i^nes’’ofadra^colorand with a'smooth, Bezo^r stone. “Bezoar” is the Persian word ^ur c^pacty is^aiWow theirs^ Thesjmplest
genious Mr. Dash This spirit of inquiry ac- cnameMike surface. They are platelike discs, for “antidote," and does not apply only to a J.AitmAh W10te dithnambic pages about
tUa ycuTtiv!tedoJ the Greeks. Aristotle (who whkh hit tmupttSgTim^t of°Ae East "kl Tonc°rlüoTiounâTJthe in- them, groaned be^{{a.efth^rntd^t There exists in Paris an academy of danc-

---- shed about 350 B.C.), though he could recognjzed tbem at once as the palatal teeth testine of the Persiati wild goat. Those which dishes, whic wo d B t alrePaPdy jng masters, learned gentlemen who have the
ot free himself altogether from the pnmi ive ^ agfogsij gsh called “Lepidotus,” common in I have seen are usually of the size and shape °l°.u ms of change were plain to the dis- whole history of the terpsichorean art at their

tendency to accept the marvellous as true be- quj_ Qwn ooHtic and wealden strata. They of a pigeon’s egg and of a fine mahogany the was fhe sameP Titmarsh who finger-ends, and who know everything there is
it is marvellous, and without regard to were wbjte and colourless in life, but are colour, with a smooth, polished surface. vThe cerning <:y^ e simple life • . to be known about dancing and dancers. They

its improbability, yet on the whole, showed a stained q{ varjous- colours according to the Persian goat’s bezoar stone is found, on chem- sang the hymn of the P want to see established in Paris a Conserva-
determination to investigate, and to see things nature q{ the rock in which they are embedded, ical analysis, to consist of “ellagic acid, an A p]ain ieg 0f mutton, my Lucy, toire of Dancing, just as there is a Conserva­
tor himself, and left in his writings an immense A colour ,ike that of the sk;n 0f the acid allied to gallic acid, the vegetable astrin- j pray thee, get ready at three. toire of Music. So far theit efforts in this di­
senes of first-rate original observations, ne commôn t’oad is given to them by the iron gent product which occurs in pakga Is used Be ;t smoking and tender and juicy, rection have not been successful, hut they do
had far more of the modern scientific spirit ^ efit in many oolitic rocks; those until lately in the manufacture of ink. The And what better meat can there be? not despair. Meanwhile, they devote them-
tlian had the innumerable credulous wri ers o {ound ;n tbe wealden of the Isle of Wight are bezoar stone is probably a concretion formed , R„t a good selves to reviving antique dances and inventing
Western Europe who lived fifteen hundfed to That the “toad-stones” mounted in an- in 4he intestine from some of the undigested Few of us now dine at three. Bu a good n£w Qnes
two thousand years after h,m_ Even that de- dent ri are really the teeth of a fish has portions of the goat’s food. Such concretions many oins ar.ehpn^Dlaa^Xd Jf P„„on ” or The latesVeffort, due to Professor Lefort, is 
lightful person Herodotus, who preceded An- Qirfadv recorded bv the Rev R H. are not uncommon, and occur even in man. preference of the plain leg 01 mutton, „ .. v f k Hance sup-nested bvstotle by a hundred years, °ccasionallytook („^e Zoology of the English Poets,” “Bezoar stones" are obtained in the East from some similar innocent dish, over all the refine- ^ topi’al of things, the’aeroplane. It
thetrouble to inquire into some * 1845), but he seems to be mistaken in iden- deer, antelope, and even monkeys, as well as ments in thewdrl. „ should make for hilarity, wherever it is danced
he had heard of on his travels and is careful to tj^ them with those of the wolf-fish (Anar- goats, and must have a different chemical na- Soup fish and r015,1- ®a,d°Tp dinner this winter, involving, as it does, a quickstep
say, now and then, tint he does not believ rb;cas) They undoubtedly are the palatal ture in each case. - Minute scrapings from great modern maîtres ^ Tt tn be taken in imitation of the starting of the motor, arm-
what he heard. But the mediaeval-makers of >q( thg {^ssi, eXtinct ganoid {ish Lepid- these stones are used as medicine, and their enough for an emperor. It ,s not to be take» and arm.fluttering for the flight, and
“bestiaries,” herbals, and treatises on stones chemical qualities reader their use not alto- too literally, for your maître d hotel, like other gg g , which the dancers ex-

.tffifpS Before leaving fh, JJ. CL.St'w&.S, tÆ8 P-L «.mping tbeiriee, ,„d loweHng ,he„

tes twz. 0; mcarded all attempt to set down the truth ; they peare (Lupton, A thousand notable th ngs defect;ve declared the bezoar stone to be two. But the mere fact that the modern or less directly from Russia. Th _ y
simplv gave that up as a bad job, and recorded sundry sortes. Whereof some are wonder- rormed by the inspissated tears of the deer or academicians of the art of the kitchen talk giving her Dance of the S ’'r,
every strange story, property, and “applica- ful, some strange, -some pleasant divers neces- fo ^ y d,'_thP “gam“ which Hamlet re- in this strain shows that gourmandize is out created such a sensation recently at the Giate
"’on” (as tlfey termed it) of natural objects, sary, a great sort profitable, and manX erX marked8 in aged examples of the human cf date. The gourmand has yielded to the let Theatre in Paris where they are judg
“ï” 1 ‘" L,3 addin? a bit of their precious,” London, 1595). “You shall know, marked m ageo exa.npi s „n,.rmet It is a far cry to the time when dancing. When the turn begins, the lady is
Wl 1 invention to the ’gathered and growing he says, “whether the Toadstone called ‘era- species. daIkd “ambergris” (grey the skilled epicure could detect three appetites wearing seven veils, and at the conclusion
mass ÛThe ston^ before"» tL, so that he may amber), valued today as a a -K- down to theTmTt! or "thereabouts The

æ z ssr. STM* »! i-b s
the poor) crystallize^ *e purpose of the This was credibly told Mizaldus for intestines of. various large ^«an ‘an mais jgd by- ptquanc^«and n y i £ a famil housc. So that here, at least, spec-
Roya! Society of London ^Yhe promotion of one of the French King’s physicians, -and occasionally stony concret,^ va rguethaT we enjoy them less. There is an tators will get nothing but grace and beauty;
Naturel Knowledge-whosennottoand affirmed that he did see the trial nous chemical cQ™P°s‘X Unimak as well Id story of a briefless barrister, who, wishing and if there are any other features in the dan<%
Nu!,m*;:iertion ’’f and lose original thereof.” «nnary Waddehrp'‘^01 S to propUiate a wealthy epicure, gave him a that add to its sensationalism, they are not

first rule to be observed at all its meetings^as We have thus before us the actual things bkh magical properties . were dinner of mutton chops grilled before a sitting likely to be seen in this country. Of course,
roat no one should discourse of his opinions called toad-stones, and believed by Shakes- cretion o gi P ^ but do not room fire, plain boiled potatoes and beer; and Parisian taste is different from our own, and

marvel butthatanv member who peare and his contemporaries to be found in ascribed I have seen asP^‘me(t1 beads _at thc end the epicure confessed, with pathos even the Salome dancers over there have been
wished to^d^es: the soriïty SÎg in” the head of the toad How did it come about £ow tg J^oric wTftaces are called tn his voice, tha? he had never known so al- known to shorten their London costumes by a
that is to say, “exhibit” an experiment or an that these pretty little buttonrhke, drab*c»l writers “adders’ eggs,” and “adder- luring a meal. The change of taste in the bead or two, jn order not to seem prudis .
actual specimen. A new spirit, the “scientific cured fossil teeth were given such an erro- byota, ^ ^ ^ improbable that last half-century has followed the moral of 
spirit produced and was nourished by this and néous history? This question was answered Qne shUld say “believed”) to hatch out young that virtuous tale. Yet the simplest dinner
similar societies of learned men. As a conse- by the late Rev. C. W. King, Fellow of T n adders when incubated with sufficiently silly boasts a variety unknown to the great days of

the absurdities and the cruel and injuri- ity College, Cambridge, in his book on An- apdp • d observances. A êelebrated old. We have at least begun to understand The story goes that a certain college prev­
ious beliefs of witchcraft, astrology, and base- tique Gems” (London, i860). He says, I .<$tone„ Df medicinal reputation in the East is the importance of vegeables. They rank now dent in Indiana, a clergyman, was addressi*
less legend melted away like crouds before the am not aware if any substance of a stony na- « , ‘ - Tfiis Is a purely artificial with the greatest delicacies of fish, flesh and his students at the beginning of the college
less lege Tn tbe 0iace of the mad nightmare ture is ever now discovered within the head tne size and shape of a fowl. We command countless treasures of year. „
nsing s • . P there erew up the solid or body of the toad. Probably the whole, story P u rnnsistinv of some very fine and fruit once unknown to any but the wealthiest He observed to them that it was a matter
body'of unassailable knowledge of Nature, and originated in the name Batrach'tes. (F^ loft powder like fullfrs’ earth, sweetly scented table, and there held in small honour. And o{ congratulation to all the friends of the -b
of man which we call “science”-» growth stone or Toad-stone), given m Pi ny to a gem soft P^id with gold-leaf. A very little is naturally we are far less carnivorous than lege that the year had opened with the largest
which made such prodigious strides in the- last brought from Coptos, and so-called from its {{ - d ^ith water, and swallowed, of old. freshman class in its history. . ,
renturv'riud we now may be truly said to live resemblance to that animal m colour. We ™baberX’y^ many diseases. The Sedentary Life Then, without a pause, says Lippincott*
in theXpresence of a new heaven and a new have not, it must be noted, any specimens of --------- JLq.------------- No doubt a part of this change is to be Magazine, the good man turned to tb' J^
m the presence the Toadstone at the present day actually • > -11ar with .Son„s ascribed to the sedentary habit of modern life, for the day, the Third Psalm, and began to
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About the Little Dinner jj
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Science From an Easy Chairc

v* (By Sir Ray Lankester, K.C.B., F.R.S.)
To what jewel or precious stone was 

Shakespeare alluding when he makes the ex­
iled Duke in “As You Like It” (after praising 
his rough life in the forest of Arden, and 
declaring that adversity has its compensa­
tions), exclaim :

“The toad, ugly and venomous,
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head ? 

No doubt the unprejudiced reader supposes 
when he reads this passage that there is some 
stone or stone-like body in the head of the 
toad which has a special beauty, or else was 
believed to possess magical or medicinal prop­
erties. And it is probable that Shakespeare 

* himself did suppose that such a stone existed. 
As a matter of fact, there is no stone or 
“jewel” of any kind in the head of the com­
mon toad nor of any species of toad—common 
or rare. This is a simple and certain result 
of the careful examination of the heads of 
innumerable toads, and is not merely “com­
mon knowledge,” but actually the last word 
of the scientific expert. In these days of 
“nature-study” writers familiar with toads and 
frogs and kindred beasts have puzzled over 
Shakespeare’s words, and suggested that he 
really referring to the beautiful eyes of the 
toad, which are like gems in colour and bril­
liance.
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Theodore Martin, the 
lawyer was born in that 
educated at the High St 
Like his friend and eld| 
toun, he was 
Aytoun followed the prj 
Martin devoted to it h 
many years, and, after i 
achieved success and a 

It was in 1846 tha

‘bred to

tune.
and set up as a Parliati 
the hundreds of business 

'^suited the firm of Martir 
only a few have known t 

famous man of lewas a
end of his days Theodor- 
hard at his legal busine:

able to write of bin 
“a long and very crowdi 
ature has occupied the 
may say of this portion 
himself said of Aytoun, 
his legal practice was o 
him a power of masterin 
cal arid other questions, 
service to him at a later 
ing for the translator of 
knowledge of affairs wh 
to the biographer of thé

was

Verses and T
At the same time, 'll 

mor and versifying powd 
his profession and he and 
that followed his comind 
in Tait’s Magazine and! 
and parodies afterward! 
Rabelaisian name of "Be 
editions of this admirable 
between 1845 and 1902. 
afterwards worked toga 
tion of Goethe’s Poems : 
lished it in 1858. Nine 
friendship had been sev 
dore Martin produced i 
which contains many i 
their literary collabora' 
name had become well 1 
tions. He was popular 
great friend of Thacker 
of the generation. He 1 
ent actress Miss Helen 
prepared a translation o 
Rene’s Daughter” ; and 
in the wèll-worn path t 
by so many translators c 
lations of.the “Odes” apj 
biographical and critica 
followed in 1870, in the 
Classics for English Rea 
two were, in a sense, thri 
addition of a verse trar 
and Epistles, in a com] 
tion. But only a year 
ance of the “Odes,” the 
the field with a version 
tervals during later yea 
lations of “Faust,” of sc 
and of Dante’s- .“.Vita. -N 
"Faust” has. passed- int 
tions. ... I

In all these works th 
ies are apj>arent ; copied 
rule, an understanding o| 
They are exceedingly p 
have a "go” and a melt 
admiration ; they are the 
words run naturally ini 
use thé English langua 

But it would hiease.
translations, in the sti 
scholarship of Oxford : 
to the word, or to seek 1 
of Horace and Catullus 
seems to have been j 
Thomas Moore. Con in 
came as near to Horaq
ever likely to come ; a 
followed the simple r 
cult to follow—that an 
chosen-which shall as 
respond to a Horatian 
shall be used uniform! 
odes to which it applies 
ploys for all the Sappl 
stanza, for all the Alcai 
every case his aim is ti 
sible to the phrasing ad 
of the original. This i 
posed to that of. Theofl 
us one kind of gal lop in 
lis,” another for “Natisj 
rhymed couplets for ! 
This. variety pervades 
so that the last thing ii 
do is to recall or sugges 
that difference between 
read as a whole, and t 
which the scholar der 
might, for all the Engl 
been one and the same.j 
the versions are not t< 
ingly. They are full 
turns of phrase, and it 
them that they read m 
poems than like transi

The Life of the
It was while Theo 

the life cgaged upon 
Victoria requested him 

-* very different order C 
of the Prince Consort.

, wised that he had some 
‘‘Court which suggested 
but this is an entire n 
says in the dedicatory 
time, he had not been 
with the Prince Consot 
friend Sir Arthur Help 
front outside, with no d 
those jtvhich might bel

FI

\

z

I

.

«su

D
 M

3 a
s

0"
■v
■

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

■ • - -
>■

A
 Jfe

P
« *>

.


