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VICTORIA, B.C.. TUESDAY, JAN.QARY 16, 1906.

FORTY-EIGHTH YEAR.

Initial ' Business Trensacted at
First Session of House
Yesterday.

Premier McBride Makes Pro-
nouncement Respecting
Railway Policy.

Few Public Measures Advanced
—Government’s Position
out"ﬂeda

e

HE local legislature convened to-
day at 2:10, the proceedings be-
ing opened by the reading of
prayers by Canon Beanlands,

At the comm t of the sessi
there was but a scant attendance of
members, fifteen on. the government
benches, and eight on the opposition.
Of the ministers, the attorney general
and the finance ministers were in their
places, and the premier and the min-
ister of ‘lands and works eame in short-
ly after,

Some time was conssmed in hand-
shakings and greetings on the floor of
the house between late arrivals and. the
ministers, among the most prominent in
this interchange of courtesies being the
mem: for Ymir, and the member for
Atlin. Mr. Manson rose to move the
address in reply to the speech from the
throne, and said he did so with greater
pleasure becapse of the happy circum-
stances fin which the constituency of
Alberni found- itself today in having
a representative who supported the
government." This no doubt was a
great appointment to the opposition,
who th&ught they had a hold on the
constituency which could not be shaken.

Address in Reply

Referring to the campaign Mr, Man-
son said he had with great pleasure
met scveral members of the opposition,
including the leader Mr.'J. A. edon-
ald, and Mr. John Oliver, who, under-
took to lead his leader through #he dis-
triet, : e :

Alberni had been - spoken of d
the campaign as the voice of British
Columbia, and it was in that capacity.
that it spoke in the bye-election.

the government nol

Fet‘ splendid qualities of ' tite

nly - for 0 - gualities 0!

&e&bd&,%»ﬁ. their record, and as’
@ pre ;

wag concerned it

phenomenal,

Reverting ‘to the Alberni’ election he
did not want to claim that Alberni was
the only place in British Columbia, but
‘he owed a of praise for the peo-
ple there who had, under great disad-
vantué developed ' their country, and
by dyking and irrigating, at their own
expense, had developed a  splendid
farming influstry. In passing, he paid
a tribute to the splendid natural har-
bor of Quatsino, which was destined
to a great future as an Oriental port.

Coming down the coast there was a
fishing industry, and further down they
had great mining and lumber possibili-
ties, all they wanted was better rail-
way facilities and he hoped for much
from the future development of the
Canadian Pacific Railway. After touch-
ing on the prosperous mining on Tex-
ada Island, Mr., Manson came to the
speech from the throne. He twitted the
opposition with inconsistency in refus-
ing any ecredit to the provincial goy-
ernment for the prosperity of British
Columbia whilst he gave the federal
government . all the ecredit for the pros-
perity of the work west. He thought
a bountiful harnest had something to
do with it.

. Coming ‘to the finances of the prov-
ince.Mr. Manson said there was every
reason to feel proud of what had been
achieved. Expenditures had to be re-
duced and revenue increased and it had
been done in a fair and manly way.
This fair spirit had been reciprocated
by the people, who had borne their
share of the burden uncomplainingly.

The member then commented on
the  ver gratifying  progress of
] in agricultural and fruit
growing ‘and said that the high 'com-
mendation that its - products had re-
ceived set the seal of approval on ifs
dairy produce and fruit.

The policy of increased vigilance in
Protecting the forests was spoken of as
an important ' step, and all which
would lead to further measures in the
same direction—a very necessary pre-
caution. A i "

_Mr. Manson then quoted the statis-
ties of the mineral industry showing &
heavy advance from $15,870,000 in
190%)}1%977,000 in 1904 and $21,-

) in E 2

Dealing with the uestion of railways
Mr. Manson said the past history of
railway building showed the wisdom of
the government in pursuing a cautious
policy, and while he saw two railways
being constructed in the Similkameen,
without aid, *he thought he was justi-
fied in concluding that the  day had
gone by for any extravagance in ¢on-
tributing to railway ' building by the
government. The people would not
stand for it. ;

He urged greater care in protecting
game, which was still subject to rav-
]&ges from wild beasts and advocated a
arger head bounty on panthers.

Mr. Manson then turned to a subject
which had been wigely discussed dur-
ing the Alberni ¢lection, the Kaien Isl-
and deal.  The member for Delta had
been declaring loudly that there was &
terrible se; I to be unearthed in this
conneetion. Well for his. part he be-
lieved the government was enfitled to
the thanks of ‘the province for having
selected the best point in the interests
of the province. They might have al-
lowed the teérminus to go where land
Speculators were heavily interested, to’
the detriment of the public service, but
they had not done so and’ for their
wise, businesslike decision, they were
¢ntitled to the thanks of the people
Who would benefit by their choice. Mr.
Manson ecoficladed by moving that an
address' be presented in reply to the
speech from the throme. . :

Seconder’s Speech
Mr, Macgowan rose¢ to second the re-

ply. He highly . complimented Mr..

{ was_asked had been giv;m to

Manson in his eloguent’ speech. He
said Alberni had been represented in
the “assémbily by two-dble men, .

Melnnes, although sitting on the wrong
‘side of the house, had been an honor

| to this ms he would be to any house,

Provificial or Federal, and he felf that
he would do good work in the Yukon,.
and he had a aworthy successor in Mr.
Manson.

Mr. Macgowan said it was very
pleasing to find the ‘finances in a good
condition. He commended the policy of
the government in reducing the assess-
ment on personal property he¢. was a
firm believer in taxing real estate more
heavily and personal property lighter.
He hoped a new system of collecting
taxes would yet be initiated, he thought
& mnion of provincial and municipal in-
terests for the purposes of collection
would be advantageous.

He spoke in glowing terms of the
progress of the lumber industry. He
lieved that by the 30th of June next,
the "value of lumber -products would be:
.one-third more than during the first
half of last year. Mr. Macgowan de-
clared that the present waste. of tim-
ber, however, was appalling, and quite
half was destroyed. He commended the
Ontario plan of a eempetent fire-warden
:i:;;item which was admirable and effée-

Referring to agriculture, he said t
the Success of the government in a
vertz.smg_our products was 4 cause -lé\
gratification, and he felt sure the prows
Ince-would redap great benefit. He also
thought that for a long time- %o come;
the rapidly increasing population would’
ensure an .ample market for all local
products. = He advocated the consolidas’
tion of all organizations working in the
interests of agriculture.

He thought there was room for im-;
provement in the inspeection of dairy:
products, butter was variable in quality.
and should be¢ marked. He also advo-:
cat; the importation of “high* class
stoc§ and the encouragement of local
stock breeding,

He hailed with satisfaction the prob-
ability of greater expenditure on roads
and bridges, this was badly nceded, as’
bad rpads handicapped progress.

r.. Macgowan then spoke of
the  great possibilities of . the
Similkameen, and of a recent trip
through that country when he heard on
every hand the most flattering remarks
about their member Mr, Shatford, He
was greatly impressed with, the ount
of splendid land locked up in Indisn re-
serves, of course this ig a federallinat--
ter, but the provincial parliament &uld
surely . do something, e day of the
romantic Indian.had passed, and the
land should be in some way thrown
open for sale and ecultivation. It was
a shame that such vast areas should
simply e idle when they are capable
otsmpportmg thousands of settlers.

i peaking on the railway question,
S al;i Macgowan said he was glad the day
aid  should

‘a8 if Buch am’
{ 2 railw,
coming in from the ‘north, thére vlmu‘}dy
have been-no railway coming in from
the south, and now there were two rail-
ways being constructed in ‘that distriet.
without any bonus. He Believed that
the people of British Columbia would
be in favor of a railway policy that
tgizti):;e ﬁtdlxlcmu; tngto to railway construc-!
g satis Ty gn to
fulfillment of contragtsfl el
Touching on school matters ‘M
gowan said his own _constituentrs' lggx?e
perhaps the heaviest hit of any, yet
they were digging down in their pockets
and paying. " He believed the act would
w%k ﬁgg satistactorily. YA
 Health matters then came -
view. He said the health of 'ggge;t;‘e'-
ince was a& matter well worthy the at-
tention of the government and advocated
the co-operation of the municipal and
provincial interests. ‘In co-operation
much cotild be done to.protect the pub-i
lie health, as to the quality of food, and 4
many . other matters now recéiviné at-
tention, but not sufficient. Jointly ‘more
(trgeuld be gﬁcelctl]ed.] t}alnd he hoped to see
municipal healt
vilﬁialM [:'d. officers at the pro-
7 X cgowan then denounced -
titude of the federal government ¢t)‘x]1e ;hte
subject of better terms. He advocated
a widespread public agitation against the
terms of union or a ‘dissolution of the
ties. . We would go to, the King, where
at any rate we should get fair play.
In conclusion he said the first Con-
servative government in British Colum-
bia has done so much, had made such
wise progress, had established itself so
thoroughly in the coufidence of the coun-
y that whenever they had to appeal to
the constituencies they would make a
clean sweep. - *
The Opposition Leader,

Mr, J. A. Macdonald rose before the
question was put to criticise the speech
of Mr. Macgowan. He thought during
the earlier part of his speech that he
was going to be able to congratulate him
on one of the best speeches ever deliver-

~|ed in the house, but in the latter part

he had diverged to those “ad captan-
dum”‘ stump speech methods which char-’
acterized the other member for Vancou-
ver, and of which he had hoped that
gentleman 'had a monopaly.

He welcomed the member for Alberni
on behalf of the opposition, and then
went on to discuss the speech from the
throne. He sympathized with the mover
of the reply to the address because he
thought it left everything to the imag-
ination. As to the increased prosperity
of " the province he said better times
alone were responsible. If lumbering
was profitable it was entirely due to a:
larger market and bigger prices.

As to the improved prespects of the
froit growing industry that was due to
the industry of the gruit growers them-
selves. True Mr. Palmer had done much
for the development of the inlustry; and
e was a government official. but thé
speaker claimed he had done his chief
work years before he worked for the:
government.

Mining then came under review, and
Mr. Macdonald said that repeated prom-
ices to amend the Mineral Tax had not
been fulfilled but instead the government:
took credit for the increased prosperity.
of the industry. He denied any con-
tribution from the government. It was
rather in spite of their attitude.

Then said Mr. Macdonald there was
a4 most vital omission of any railway
poliey. The Premier had undertaken
again and again to bring down a policy,
but had not yet doune so, He declared
that passage in the epeech to be barren
of meaning. He said no one knew better
than the seconder of the address that!
there had been an intention to support]

fidancially 'a_railway that was now be-
ing built without any aid. )

1
| phhs.

Mr. Macdonald then demurred to the
im that ‘there was a legitimate sur.
He rather might say that he had
relieved his victim of his property. A
surplus the result of increased taxation
was in that category, but he demurred
to the claim that the Finance Minister
was entitled to any credit for that, and
he for one, refused to give it,

The Schools act of last session was
then c%}demned in a wholesale manner,
He said school trustees were resigning
on  all hands because they would mot
enforce the act. He believed it was the
duty of the government to repeal that
act during the present session.

-He 'had hoped for amendment in the
Land Settlers’ act. More surveys.
prompter granting of titles, would great-
ly facilitate settlement. A more sys-
tematic method was ‘needed. A

Mr, Macdonald passed on to comment
on the minute in council authorizing the
sale of 10,000 gcres of land at $1 an acre
to the Grand Trunk Pacific for a ter-
minus for that rallway. He declared
that it was done in violation of the Land
aet, and was “de facte” ‘a gift and not
a sale. He declared it was only given
railly as a townsite to realize profit b
selling lots, not a grant for railway pui-
poses at all. It 'was a free gift of 15
square miles of the most valuable land
in the province for the purpose of mak-
ing a profit out of the people of the
province by re-selling it to them. It was
illegal, declared the speaker, and if not
then in face of the Land act the govern-
‘ment could give away as many townsites
as they liked along the route of the rail-
way. Possibly his position on the matter
might be questioned by the government
but he appealed to the Attorney-General
to affirm its legality if he dare, and he
challenged him to submit the question to
any court in the Dominion.

Why, asked Mr. Macdonald, was the
deed made out to Ernest Victor Bod-
well? Why was it tied up in his hands
two years ago, long before the Grand
Trunk Pacific came on the scene? . He
wag not, contended Mr. Macdonald, act-
ing as agent to the Grand Trunk Pacific
then, but was being placed in a position
where he and his associates could make
& profit out of the transaction. A simi-
lar policy was adopted in connection
with the Kitimat lands. He claimed
that there. was a studied policy to pre-
yent the pebple bf the province from
haying a' voice in the handling of the
publie lands, and he challenged the Pre-
mier to submit the issue to the constitu-
encies, who would refuse to leave the
disposition of school lands at théymercy
of a minute in council. G

Mr. Macdonald strongly endarsed the
remarks ‘of Mr. Macgowan on ‘the sub-
jeet of forest preservation.

In closing the speaker spoke in glow-
ing terms of the improvement in the min-
ing industry of the province. The hoom
timé had passed, bopa fide mining was

i|'the order of the day, metals were at &

‘maximum figure and everything tended to
success. r. Macdonaid dred . that
these altered conditions alone.

it

. on_that the improv.
wough
ed by private arrangement. The speaker
claimed ‘that this was lafgely due to his
personal work dufing the recess.

In comelusion Mr. Maedonald paid a
glowing ‘tribute to  the "eloquence and

which he was sure he would score fur-
ther successes
The Premier.

Hon. Richard McBride in concluding
the debate for the day, spoke highly of
the personal character and ability of the
mover of the reply, Mr. Manson, who,
he declared, represented a very import-
ant constituency. Whilst Mr. Mclnnes
was-a brilliant man he was sure the in-
terests of Alberni were quite safe in the
new member’'s hands. He also com-
mented on the honesty of purpose which
always characterized the utterance of
Mr. Macgowan, and he strongly depre-
cated the action of the leader of the op-
position in’ reading 'a lecture on comduct
to that gentleman. It was unnecessary
and uncalled for:

In the course of a long speech the
leader of the opposition had said noth-
ing which would offer a suggestion as
to his ability to do anything for the
province jf his party were placed in
power. ~His remarks on the railway
question had heen heard for the third
time, but the last word in the guestion
belonged  to him—the speaker—and he
should lay hie views before the house
fully and frankly before eoncluding.

As to whe deserved the credit for the
prosperity of the province, it it was nof
the government it certainly was not the
opposition nor the federal government.
As to. agriculture, no minister who had
filled the office had ever been so hard
working and painstaking as his right
‘honorable friend Mr.-Tatlow, and he at
any rate deserved mpch credit, .and he
believed the leader of the oppasition was
alone, lacking the support of IAb'ex_'als
and Conservatives alike, in hig criticism
of that department. :

The Premier went omr to explain the
holfowneéss © of Mr, Macdonald’s ‘c¢om-
plaint that a grant was refused to the
Nelson fair last session, when he knew
perfectly that by -common arrangement
all the moneys available for such pur-
poses were last year evoted to the New
Westminster fair, and %rants were with-
held from Okanagan, Kamloops, Dewd-
ney and Asheroft.. g

Stuart Henderson—There aré no fairs
at Ashcroft, °

The Premier—There were before the
hon. member represented that constitu-
ency. (Laughter.) ’

Continued the Premier, Nelson = was
not discriminated against in any way but
had to share the fate of other fruit
growing centres last year

Railway Legislation

The Premier then addressed himself to
the subject of railway legislation. Since
the opening, of his first session gentle-
men with proposals in their pockets had
been around the house, proposals 1pvolv-
ing the building of thousands of miles of
railway. But although all were -con-
gidered by the government none were
accepted. Then during the first recess
the Grand Trunk Pacific came on the
tapis. The same experience was repeat-
ed last session, with simflar results. No
doubt if the leader of the opposition had
his way lots-of such schemes would have
been suspported by good  6ld-fashioned
grants of land and monies.

Mrs J. A, C
say ~that he had never said or written
a word. to justify such a statement.

Hon, Mr. McBride—Well I can turn
up the press references dnd will do go.

Coming to the present session the
Premier ‘said that today he finds some
fifteen of © such- propgsals
grants of land and money, both, and he
a?d his ‘colleagues felt:heavy responsi-
bility in dealing with them. He felt

here |swerable for the improvement, and he|Since we cam
rich | denfed 'tﬁ‘a”'govt%m share in|!

| The ¥ ‘inté the sehool
hie | ggﬁtion.,amnid that judging from their

conditions | .
by that 'measure had been attain- | that dct if they came into power.

genids of Mr. W. W. B. Mcinnes, who |
had been promoted' to a -high office in |

| the couhtry there would hardly be a ves-

Maedonald interrupted to

embodying -

personal gain, a8 well as public service,
and he had ‘decid in consultation with
his colleagues that he had no legislative

roposale: to’  sumbit. ‘this “session.

efore acce any proposal it was
necessary % 1 out the capabilities of
the parties hel | such schemes to carry
out their p P e

With reference to the allegation of the

leader_of the o ition’ that there had
been any inﬂﬁfl‘ast session to make
a grant of $1,500,000 or any grant there
was not' a' word of fruth in it. A

The Premier congratulated the house
and the provinee o the rapid progress
now being made with railway building
in the Similkameen; and said that very
shortly 'wark-wonld begin im the Lower
Fraser valley..

Turning to the remarks of Mr. Mac-
donald in eriticizing the governmrent
policy in referemee to the G. T. P. Ry.
Mr. McBride said an apology was due
tyo the house tlft)r such in:fongstency. Two

ears ago .the . T e opposition,
Senator Tem k%‘ snd;'pnnfy, other
leading Liberals bad declared that if
Liberal members were sent to Ottawa
the constrncétion of the Grand Trink Pa- [

cific in British €olumbia would com-
mence at once. ¥ had not commenced
yet, the provinee had been flim-flammed.
Why did not the’leader of the opposi-
tion, in stead of ticizing the efforts of
the ‘government ¥ endeayvoring to pro-
mote the constrietion of that great rail-
way enterprise, tell the honse when con-
struction , would*Begin ?

Referring  to ‘s recent trip to the
Skeena country the Premier said it was
one of the finest in the west.

Kaiert Island Agreement
. ‘Coming to:theiquestion’ of the Kaien
island agreement, the Premier said that
if the government had done nothing else
to deserve the thanks of the province
they had done well in the bargain they
had made., The government retained
one-fourth of the land, 2,500 ‘acres and
one-fourth of the water.front. He was
proud of the bargain, it would bring mil-
lions to the treasury. TIf the terminus
was not builf there the land would re-
vert. If the férminus went to Port
Simpson ‘the province would benefit lit-
tle because if :had no lands there. At
Kitimat the other alterpative, they pos-
sessed very “little: At mo other point
could th%eprovjnee have reaped any suns-
stantial benefit frem such a transaction.
It was the only lucrative deal the gov-
ernment could: made. f

The members o. the opposition who
had spoken ‘had suggested
ness,” - the “Prémier assured the house
that such saggestion was false and
unworthy, it =was a purely business

saction. “Why,” declared the Pre-
v “friends ‘6f m> own have land at
imat and Pore Simpson, but we did

Mgd- there’®
* Mr. John 'Olivér—That is what we
say. If the; ‘not been your friends
‘haye got it.”’
e+That is very wide

of the mark, and very untrue. 'Ever

cism- the opposition wowld repeal

Mr, John Oliver—Hea#, hear.
The Premier—The wolild-be leader of
the opposition - says hear, hear. *
Passing on to discuss the meastre,
Hon. Mr. McBride said it was admitted
that it was unpopular, but that was
true of every: measure requiring people
to dip down into their pockets, but that
did not make it a bad one. Traveling
through the provinee, he,ithe speaker,
had discussed the act with many peo-.
ple and on the whole people 'were pre-
pared to make the best of it, and to
gnv;e the act a fair chance. He had ne
oubt, and no fear, as to the result.
The settlers, farmers and . others who
were thriving on their land ‘were not the
people to repudiate responsiblities borne
by their brothers in the older prov-
ince of Canada. The people who had
to pay the taxes were not owithholding
them, they realized the necessities of the
province and the voice of the' constitu-
encies at the two bye-elections had spok-
én with no uncertain sound ‘in support
of the government. The Premier wittily
remarked that durinf the Alberni cam-
paign nothing had helped him so much a;
the member for Delta who had DrOmises
everything free, free roads, free schools,
and no taxation. By this rosy pro-
gramme he overshot his mark, and made
it easy for Mr. Mansen to win, The
people realized the situation,” had ap-
proved the economies practised by the
government, and he was convinced that
whenever the government sappealed to

tige of the ogfmitwn left.
" Mr. John Oliver.—Try 'it! Try, it!

Hon. Mr. McBride—Well, all I can
say is, let the hon. member mark my
words, and whenever the event does take
place he will find them about true.”.

After touching on the dyking act,
from which he expected great things, the
Premier turned to mining 'and expressed
his gratification at the present condition
of affairs, After mak%g every allow-
ance for the influence of high prices he
declared that investors generaly: admit-
ted that much also was due to the greater
confidence inspired by the more stable
fiscal conditions that had been estab-
lished.

The Premier paid a high compliment
to the press for the excellent work done
along the best advertising lines.

Convention on Better Terms

Touching on the subject of hetter
terms and the resolution.on that subject
passed last session. He announced the
receipt of a letter- from Sir Wilfrid
Laurier notifying him of & convention at
which this sublect among others would
be considered. This would take place
in the near future.

The Premier concluded with a high
encomium on the career and lofty attain-
ments of the new Governor of the Yu-
kon,” with whom he had -been a fellow
schoolmate. He had always respected
and admired him, and trusted he should
again gee him in the house.

Replying to the criticismt of the leader
of the opposition that the two per cent.
tax had not been repealed or amended,
Hon. Mr, McBride said that was solely
becanse those who underteok to advise
the government had failed to agree upon
an alternative scheme.

The Premier bespoke a eareful consid-
eration for amendments which would be
susbmitted to the house. }

Mr. C. W. Munré moved the adjourn-
ment of the house.

Hon. F. J. Fulton laid on the table the
report of the provincial secretary’s de-
partment for 1905. :

The House then proceeded to a cou-
sideration of the orders of the day.

The attorney-general, Hon. C. H.
‘Wilsgon, introduced and read a short bill
to amend the General Trusts Corpora-
tion Act, 1905. The bill was read a sec-
ond time and passed thé committee
stage. The third reading comes up on

“crooked- |

power we have not:

Dominion
News Notes

P

Provinclal Government Propose
That Ottawa Authorities Ad-
‘minister Fisheries.

Cape Cdlony incensed at fhe
Inferior Fruit Shipped by
Canadians.

s ———

The Printers’ Btrikeat tiamliton

Was of Short Duration —
Plumbers Fined.

O department respecting the quality
of Camadian fruit shipped to

South Afriea, and the Cape govern-

ment threatens to forbid the importa-

tion of all fruit from Canada unless

greater care is taken.

The ‘secretary of the Dominion
Trades and Labor Congress has sent
out an appeal tg all unaffiliated coun-
cils to come int¥ the fold.

It is probable that a marime biologi-
cal station will be established near
Nanaimo the coming summer.

The remains of Arthur Davey of
Dawson, who died here last week, of
typhoid fever, have been forwarded to
Vietoria for interment.

The late Hon. R. Prefontaine will be
interred with naval honors. A guard
of honor of two officers and twenty
men from the cruiser Canada will es-
cort the remains from Halifax to
Montreal. A hundred of the military
will be called out in Halifax and a
thousand in Montreal. The.govern-
ment éxpects to hear from tha battle~

ship Dominion by wireless telegraphy
on day or Saturday mext.

Ruffianly Officers Rebuked

The United States government has
refunded the $2 poll tax impesed on
the officers ‘of H. M. S. Drake, who
crogsed to the Nev York side of the
Niagara Falls last September. and
were jpounced. on by customs officers.

Sir Thomag Tancred of London has
discontinued the action against Joseph
Royle 6f Dawson and Hal MeGivern of

nment  is now ready to
for spacs !ornthe'
) gxpositior

TTAWA, Jan. 15.—Serious coms«
plaints have reached the trade

free of . Cal will erect &
special building for the purposes of the
exposition.® . e
Overtures have beer made by the.
government of British Celumbia to the
Dominien  with a view io. havipg the
federal authorities assume whatever
interest the province may have in the
fisheries of the Pacific. Ever since the
unfortunate fisheries decision. of the
privy council the condition of affairs
as between the Dominion and all the
provinces on fishery matters has been
somewhat chaotic. ~ British’' Columbia
ig willing to settle with the Dominion
for a consideration; but the amount
is not named. . The cabinet has not
yet dealt with the offer.
M¢e. Aylesworth’s Plans

Hon. Mr. Aylesworth has purchased
a fine property here and will build a
handsome residence.

His Excellency today received the
following despatch . from Lord Elgin,
colonial “secretary, dated Downing
Street, January 2: “My Lord—It was
with deepest regret that I received the
sad news of the death of Hon. Ray-
mond Prefontaine on thé& 25th ultimo
in Paris. His Majesty’s government
fully shares in the grief that must be
felt by Your Excellency and by your
colleagues and by the whole Canadian
people at his sudden and premature
end. His Majéesty has commanded me
to request’ you to cause an expression
of his sorrow to be communieated $o

Monday next.

The Hon. C. H. Wilson introduced &
bill intituled “An Aect respecting the
County Court of Atlin,” which was read
the first time. :

Hon. C. H., Wilson then introduced a
bill intituled “An Aet to déclare the Law
with respect to Anclent Lights.”

His Majesty, by and ‘with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Assembly
of the province of British Columbia, en-
acts as follows:

1. This Act may be cited as the “An-
cient Lights Declaratory Act, 1906.”

2. From and after the commencement
of this act no right to the access or use
of light to or from any building shall be
deemed to exist, or to be ecapable of
coming into existence, by reason -only
of the employment of such access or use
for any period or of any presumption of
a lost grant based upon such employ-
ment. " ;

8. Thie act shall not affect the rights
of the parties to any deeision pronounced
by a competent court before the com-
mencement hereof, or of the parties to
any proceedings now pending in which
such question has arisen ‘before such
commencement.

4. Section 4 of chapter 156 of the Re-
vised Statutes, 1897, being the “Pre-
scription Act, is hereby repealed.

This bill was read a ‘first time.

Hon. R.' McBride introduced a bill in-
tituled “An Act to amend the Bureau
of Mines Act,” which was read a first
time. d

Mr. J. H. Hawthornthwaite introduc-
ed and read a first time an act to extend
the franchise to women.,

Mr. Hawthernthwaite igtroduced and

read a first time a bill intituled “An Aet
to aglend the Workmen’s Compensation
Act.)
Mr. John Oliver gave motice that he
would ask that an order of the house
be granted for a return forthwith of
copies of all orders im. council, agree-
‘ments, grants, maps, letters, telegrams
or other papers in posséssion of the gov-
ernment relative to the aéquisition by the
Grand Trunk Railway company of lands
at Kaien island, or elsewhere in British
Columbia, whether for right of way, ter-
minal or townsite purposes, or by way of
subsidy.

The house then, on the motion of Mr.

cal typogr: CH!
next| on & s

rumors of foul play, is now wanted by

C. W. Muuro, adjourned’ to 2 o'clock
£0-mOTTOW.

“~ 4

the widow and fomily of the late min-
ister, and I shall be obliged if in doing
80 you will convey my own condéi-
ences also. (Signed) Elgin.”

An Apparent Bargain

Toronto, Jan. 15:—~The board of
trad¢ building, erected during.the real
estate boom in Toronfé at a cost of
nearly half a million dollors was sold
by auction today to the New York Life
Insurance company for $20,000.

Liberal Confirmed in Seat

Sherbrooke, Jan. 15.—The Stanstead
election petition was dismissed by the
court this morning owing to the failure
of the petitioner to furnish a bill of
particulars, Lovell (Liberal) M. P., is
confirmed in his seat.

Toronto Plumbers Sentenced

Nearly on¢ hundred plumbers came
before Chancellor Boyd today in  the

Conference
On Morocco

First Meeting of Representatives
of the Powers Takes
Place Todey.

Germany will Contend for the
Open Door In Trade
Matters.

assi: rt f tence f i ? e ke
1a puosing sentence, ‘Chancelor. Bovd {No~ EVIGeHce oF"

commented upon the spectacle of res-
pectable business men having to ap-
pear in court and plead guilty to erim-
inal misconduet. The fines inflicted
ranged’ from -§500 to- $200
Aged Farmer’s Suicide |
Napanee, Jan. 15.—Chas. Wager a
farmer, about 60 years old, Mving at
Minks Bridge near Napanee,. blew. his
head off with a shotgun yesterday. He
had been in poor health lately and was
prey to melancholia.
Sons Accidentally Kill Mother
St. John, N B,, Jan. 15.—Mrs. Root
Moore, of Garrett settlement, seven
miles from here acéidently was shot
and killed by a rifle in the hands of
her young son Saturday. The two sons
were playing with a rifle when it was
discharged, the bullet ledging in Mrs.
Moore's breast and before assistance
arrived the victim was dead.
Dairyman’s Failure
Brockville, Jan. 15.—F. M. Scott, a
well-known dairyman of this district,
has failed with labilities of about $40,-
600, and assets consisting of four cheese
factories, four farms and the Prescott
stock and cattle farm. The creditors
are principally farmers.
Treasurer Was Short
- Investigations of the books of Jos.
Scott, who up to the time of his death
was tredsurer of the t'owusl:)i&)ot Augus-
ta, show a shortage of $3,000.
A Temporary Trouble
Hamilton, Jan. 16.—All union print-
ers in city were on a strike, because
of a dispute regarding wages demand-
ed for machine operators, The whole
printing trade of the city was tled up
as a result, as practically every printer
in Hamilton '{s a union man. ' The dis-
pute was sett this aftérneon and
the men returne@ ¥ work. -2
Nine Printers on Strike
Guelph, Jan, 15.—Membersg of
al 1 upion en

Liberal Nominated-

Regina Sask, Jan. 15.—W. H.
Krowles, barister of: Moosejaw, was
nominated by Liberals of West Assini-
boia for the commons today.

Pacific Coast
Happenings

Steamer Dlﬁao Reaches °Frisco
Disabled After Fierce Batile
With S8torm.

Counterfeiter and an Extensive
‘Plant Captured- by Detectives
at Bellingham,

AN FRANCISCO, Jah. '15-—The
steamer Dirigo, which sailed.from
Olympia, Wn, seven .days ago

" with a cargo of lumber, arrived
here today disabled and in tow of the
steamer Shasta. The officers of 'the
Dirigo tell a story of terribie experi-

encés at sea and narrow escape from|:
‘total wreck, which inevitably would

have been aftended with loss of” life.
On last Thursday, when the vessel was
150 miles south of Cape Blanco, she
ran into a heavy southeast gale which
threw her on Her beam ends and dam-
aged her rudder. About 100,000 feet
of lumber was washed overboard, and

only by clinging to the rigging did the|.

crew escape a similar fate. The strain
on the steamer caused hér to spring
a leak, and soon the hold was partly
filled with water. On Friday she was
sighted by the Bhasta. The Dirigo is]
owned by the Puget Sound Navigation
Company of Port Townsend.
Counterfeiter Captured

Bellingham, Jan. 15.—At 2 o'clock
this aftermoon Detective DeHaven of
the police force arrested George L.
Brown in a room over a cigar store on
lower Blk street and captured a. com-
plete - counterfeiter’s outfit, including
furnace,~ @ies, moulding spoons and
complete equipment. In a box were
discovered 88 spurious $6 gold pieces,
nine $10 gold pieces of the sameé vari- |
ety and 24 $1 pieces. The $10 pieces
were unfinished. Brown had been
under surveillance for some time, De-
Haven with two patroimen went to the
room and knocked. Brown answered
but did not admit them for ten min-
utes. He was placed under arrest,
and search guickly revealed the hidden
“treasure.”

Bookkeeper Had Embezzled

It develops that Charles A. Cham-
bers, former bookkeeper of the H. L.
Jenking Lumber Company at Blaine,
whose disappearance last month caused

the company for an alleged shortage
of $750. His books were thought to
be straight, but a shortage was finally
found after three experts had gone
over them.
Ship Elwell Again Afloat

Port Townsend, Jan, 15.—At éxtreme:
high tide this morning the British ship
Elwell, which dragged her anchor and
grounded on Saturday morning: was

e with
~fof cach,

towed into deep water,

LGECIRAS, Jan. 15.—The open-
ing of the international confer-

Delegates and Satisfactory
ence on MDX‘OL‘Cﬂll reforms h&ﬂ

Outcome Assured,

A definitely been fixed for three
o’cloek tomorrow afternocen. The Duke
of Almodovar, the Spanish minister -of
foreign affairs took the initiative step
after arriving here today in arrangeing
plans for the¢ beginning of the prepara-
tions. All the delegates had arrived dur-
ing the day and each found a note from
the Duke, advising them a reliminari
session would take place at three o’cloc
tomorrow. It is expected that the
Duke will preside and will make a brief
address of welcome, after which doubt-
less, he will be chosen as the¢ perman-
ent presiding officer.

The German enveys will enter the
conference with instructions to take up
a modest attitude insisting upon noth-
ing, even proposing nothing unless it
shall be the wish of the other mem-
bers of the conference. In the latter
event Germany will put forward a plan
of collective action toward Morocco
worked out under the principles agreed
upon in September with France—that is

For a Permanent Open Door

including equal industrial and financial
privileges for all countfries, the terri-
torial integrity of Morocco and the in-
dependence of the. Sultan, with admin-
jstrative reforms, for . which all the
powers participating shall have identi-
cal responsibi ‘ : #

The German ®plenipotentiary. will be
strenunons npon nothing except that no
one power shall obtain an internatien-
al guarantee for predominance in Mo-
rocco, and, as Franece is uynderstood to
be approaching the conference in, the
same spirit,.an adjustment of the difs .
ferent 'views is h robable, ¥
" Prinipal cum»gd gy, is 1i

o to, who!
does’

Presiding Duke's $ta .

The Duke of Almodovar, when ques-
tioned by the Associated Press tonigh
said: “Spdin in.the past . has feare
nothing from France, and - 4
now; as the *Franco-Spanish -ag
regarding Morocco abundantly . protects
Spain’s rights there.” :

From the conversation with the Duke
it was supposed Spain was squarely -
8 rt¢d by France.

nteresting featured this afternoofi
were the landing of Ambassador White,
the ;principal American delegate, from
the American cruiser Gadveston and
later the armival of ‘Samuel R. Gum-.
mers, ministér to Morocco, the second
American delegate, from Tangier, on
the French cruiser Galilee. .
veston fired the conventional salute o
21 guns as she dropped anchor off the
pier. The Spanish cruisers did not re
spond promptly, but the land batteries

red an Answering Salute. Vi
The ambassador entered one of the Gal-
veston’s launches and. the latter took
a course circling the Spanish cruises
Rio De LaPlata. The s , of which
manned the ;yards & and _ gave’ hearty
cheers to the American delegates. The
American launch then circled the Bpm
ish cruiser Marina Dx Molina, the
sailors, otd ;vhich, also cheéered Mr.
White and his companion. | g W

Onglandlng, Ambassador Whité was
greeted by the governor -general- and
the Alcalde, who escorted -him to his
hotel. £ :

Mr. ‘Gummere was similarly
when he arrived on: board.the
He was accompanied by a Portuguese
and a Belgian delegate, and by Lewis
Binstein, the third secretary. to the .
American delegation. .

Today. was chiefly. occupied in formal
exchanges of visits by the delegations,
No Evidence of Tension
As the delegates assemble ‘there ‘i
no outward ‘evidence of tension, but
on the contrary there is a notable ex-
charge of amenities hetween the Ger-
man and French delegates. There is,
however, an undercurrént of sentiment
that .a supreme diplomatic struggle is
imminent with- France and Germany,
occupying the center and the other pow-
ers gngtﬁd in the varying degrees

aron em.

The Frepch count upon Great Brits
ain, Spain, Italy and usgia as_sure,
and consider the ties between the Unit:
ed States and France and Great Brit:
ain warrant them in expecting the sup-
port of the American delegates. On
the other hand, the prevailing senti-
ment that Germany can -count on Aus-
tria, Holland and Sweden and per-
haps Denmark, with Germany also ex-
pecting that the United States will sup-
port some of her contentions. !
~ London, Jan, . 15.—The Assoclated
Press is advised that Ambassador
White, representing the United States
at the Moroccan conference at Alge=
ciras, will support the German conten-
tion both as to the “open d@oor” in
Morocco and as to an international
commission to control the poifeing of
the country. It is suggested that this
may make the adoption of the German
view probable, particularly in the light
of .the fact that Russia has shown
marked indifference-to the appeal of
her ally for support. The influgnce of
the vatican is also understood to be
hostile to France. ]

T4

M_EXIJCAN THOROUGHBREDS.

Mexico City, Jan. 15.—Two - girls,
Nichil Elizalde and Franca Nuente,
rivals in_ love, decided to settle the

. Galilee.

| question of possession of their lover

by a duel. They met in the field in
the suburbs of the city and fought with
knives. The Elizalde girl wag stabbad
five times and fatally wounded. The
surviving duelist has been arrested.




