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THE WESTMINSTER EXHIBITION.

The Westminster exhibition will be
opened to-day. Our correspondent tele-
graphs that the display will be -excep-
tionally fine, The wonderful courage,

evinced by the people of .the Royal City |,

in carrying ont their plans for the exhi-
bition, in the face of the terrible disaster
which befel them, is beyond all praise,
and deserves the oply recognition the
public can give, namely, .8 large attend-
ance. i

Necessarily the accommodaticn for
yisitors is very limited in New Westmin-
ster, but there is room for everyone who
comes in Vancouver, and the facilities
for getting backwurd and forward are
excellent,

The Colonist congratnlates New West-
minster upon the opening of what is said
to be the best exhibition ever held in the
province, and hopes that this happy event
will prove emblematical of ithe tuture of
the aty. ¢

LAKE ATLIN,

So far as can be ,udged from the re-
ports received, the Lake Atlin gold field
gives promise of being the scene of great
activity next season. 1t is well to cau-
tion the public against being over-san-
guine in: regard to it, and the great num-
ber of claims already located seems to
Jeave very little room for new-comers.
The auriferous area may be much more
extensive than is now known, but there
is nothing to justify su_sh a rush as went
to Klondike, In point of fact, there was
nothing to justify half the insanity ex-
hibited in connection with those phenom-
enally rich placers. Nevertheletis the
Atlin country promises very well, and if
only people do not lose their heads over
it, a great balance of advantage may
result from the -discovery.  In the case

of the Yukon miines, the vast sums of

money expended in foolhardy schiemes,
and the great suffering endured by thou-
sands of people, who ought never to have

left home, fnily offset the advantage to
the few who made money out of the dis-
coveries and the trafic to which they
gave rise. It is to be hoped that there
will be no repetition of the Yukon folly

in connection with the Atlih discoveries,

which fortunately are so accessible that
the journey itself will present very few

discomforts.

Our correspondent’s letter, which we

print to-day, expresses the wish of the

miners that placer c¢laims of 250 feet
each will be allowed. This cannot be
done, because the district is in British
Columbia, and hence must be governed
by the mining laws of this province. The
tederal parliament has gothing to do with:

the regulation of mining in British Col

umbia. We mention this for the infor-
mation of people who are holding claims
in anticipation of the application of the

Dominion regulations,
THE SEALING QUESTION.

The Montreal Witness is quite right in |
taking the position that the sealing ques-
tion must be dealt with from a national
standpoint, and not simply as something
affecting a few individuals, who happen

to be engaged in the business to-day.

Every Canadian has the right to engage
in sealing if he so desires, and this right
is mot simply a matter of to-day, but a|

permanent one to be exercised for all
.time to come to such an extent as suits
the ideas of any ‘individual. It would
be extremely inegifitable to talk of ex-
tinguishing this right on the payment of
an indemnity to the persons now prose-
cuting the industry. The: Colonist bas
the satisfaction -of knowing that from
the outset it has made this contention.
‘We quote elsewhere the views expressed
by the Witness, and desire to add that
Mr. Attorney-General Martin, though
not the originator of the idea, has dome
very well in bringing it preminently be-
fore the government and’ the- press of
Eastern Canada. This was one of the
matters, which the Colonist had in mind
when it urged the government to send
a special delegate to Quebec to watch
the interests of -the province. :

'CHINESE LABOE.

The British CoJumbia Mining Record
discusses the problem of Mongolian la-
bor in this province, and asks the follow-
ing pertinent question: “Assuming that

" the Privy Council determine’ that the

British Columbia statute prohibiting the
employment of Chinese in coal mines
is unconstitutional, are we therefore to
suppose that the same means will be
adopted to exclude Mongolians from
_working at all other callings?’ The im-
portance of this question is increased by
the fact that the act only prohibits the
employment of Chinese under ground.
It it is held to be constitutional, it will
not make any material difference to the
labor market in this province, as is
ghown by the fact that substantially no
«Chinese are now employed under ground
in the mines. It is all very well to talk
about Chinese exclusion. Nothing is so
cheap as that kind of talk., When it
comes to practical legislation no end of
difficulties present themselves. ;

The Mining "Record suggests; as an
expedient that will meet the case, the
government regulation of Chinese wages,
which might be put at such a figuse that
it would not pay laborers to.come to thig
country from the Orient to engage in
work. It says that if 25.cents day i
enough for a Chinaman. in Hongkons#
he ought not to be; paid more ‘than 30
cents here. But the difference bbtween
this sort of ‘thing and slavery ie too
fine for ordinary minds, We fear that

our’ contemporary, in its endeavor. to

.mtlu:bt :mpon a difficult problem, has
lonly made the greatness of the difficul-| London lately aboat newspapers and

WISDOM FROM WINNIPEG.

We.clip the following from the Winni-
peg 'Free'Press:

The sockeye salmon pack of British
Columbia fell this year from last sea-
son’s ‘figures, 1,0115,4%7. cases, to 408,
085 edases. 'Consolation:is found in some
| giarters by the reflection that it is an
"tﬁty’ears,” but unless the colonists learn
W mere it is too late, they will soon
have a succession of “off years” that will
last until the millennium., .

By a dam erected at the outlet of
Quesnelle "Lake all the Fraser salmon
sre shut out from hundreds of miles of
spawning beds, and by another on Lower
Fraser island the fish are prevented from
leaving -salt water for a chain of lakes
where humdreds of thousands of salmon
‘bave-spawned from time immemorial. A
few more such criminal blunders and
“Gff ‘years” -will be more common than
«canned sockeye.

The very:remarkable use of the word
“seoloriists” 'in ‘this article suggests: that
it was written in Great Britain and that
the editorial shears of the Free Press
.and not the pen are responsible for its
appearance on this continent, but that
is -a matter of no0 wery great importance.
Those persons, who know anything about
the habits of salmon, laugh at the ex-
planation given for the gcarcity of the
fish.: They say that salmon take four
years to reach maturity, and hence the
shortnesg of the run this yedar cannot
be accoumted for by the building of a
dam within the last year or two. More-
over they say fhat salmen do not usu-
ally go up the Quesnelle, but seek the
Thompson and rivers nearer the sea, even
Harrison lake being a favorite spawning
ground. One gentleman attributes the
shortage this year to the exeeptionally
high water of four seasons ago during
spawning time, when the fish deposited

Jater in the season.

While we think there is nothing in the
suggestion of the Free Press so far as
the shortage of the run this year goes,
the point in regard to the preservation
of the spawning grounds is worth keep-
ing in mind.. The legistature, in any
concessions it may grant for the erection
of dams in British Celumbia rivers,
should always take care o prevent any
interference with the free aecess of sal-
mon to their usual resorts.

THE SILVER QUESTION IN
THE UNITED STATES.

Free silver did not receive its quietus
in the presidential election of 1836, as
many people thought it did, but will be
a very live issue in the congressional
elections to take place during the present
autumn. Our impression is that the
silverites will not make very much of a
showing, but the movements in United
States politics are about as uncertain as
anything can well be. Reference  to
previous “off years”—that is years in
which there was no presidential election
i shows that'frequently the popular ver-
dict in presidential years is then reversed,
and this may prove to be the case in
1808, The very genmeral prosperity is
apt to militate against such a result, for
people are generally averse to trying ex-
periments in money when business is
good, While there is much reason in
some of the arguments advanced by the
advocates of free coinage of silver, the
general public would hardly be attraeted
by them at any other period than one of
depression. . When prices are low and

and laborers begin to search for the
cause, and they thought they found it,
so far as the United States is concerned,
in the gold standard.

Take the case of a farmer with a mort-
gage on his farm, calling for $100.a year
interest. When he put the mortgage
on, wheat was a dollar a bushel, and he

but when wheat went down to 50 cents,
200 b were ry, and this set
‘the farmer thinking. He saw that for
every other purpose except to pay debts,
a bushel of wheat was worth as much
as ever it was, and he concluded that
money must have appreciated in value.
When he came to inquire, he found that
silver which in 1878 was worth over a
dollar an ounce, being then a standard
money metal, had, since it was demone-
tized, fallen about in the same proportion
as wheat, and this was enough to con-
vinee him that the adoption of the single
gold standard was the cause of the fall
in prices.” We are not now discussing
the correctness of the theory, which con-
nects the fall in prieces with the demone-
tization of silver, but are simply indicat-
ing why the silver cry gained  so many
adhe ; in thé ‘Western states.  Dur-
ing the last twelve months wheat has
reached a high figure once more, and
there is no reasom' in sight “to expect it
to decline to the figures reached in the
years of panic. ‘This will have a ten-
dency to influence many farmers and
others. to change their minds as to the
effect of a single standard, and for this
reason we look for such a set-back for
free silver that it'will not be an issue in
the next presidential campaign.
R LR Sl o

An Ontario paper says that what this
country wants more than anything else
is about 5,000 -smart, intelligent girls.
Presumably what i§ meant is ‘girls who
will as h hold servants,. for
the census does not show any particular
dearth of the genug girl. ° This question
of household help is one of extreme diffi-
culty, and all the writing and talking
| that has been done on. the subject does
.not appear to help the case' any. We
haye an impression that the work of
solution is being undertaken from the
‘wrong end of the social scale, and that
Fthe unwillingness of girls' to engage in
household service is quite as miuch due
 to -defects on-4le part of ‘mistresses as
a lack of wilﬁM"on»thé part of pos-
g#ible sérvants.” &igood mistress
a good servami, and can’genes

heal

makes |
“keep

their eggs upen what became dry land]

wages are down, farmers and artizans

could pay the interest with 100 bushels;:
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There has been a good deal of talk in

joint stock ‘companies, and an attempt
has been made to create the impression
that both bribery and blackmail are very
common. TUndoubtedly both are prac-
ticed to some extent, but we are inclined
to doubt if they are nearly as general as
some people suppose. It is pointed out
that " even leading newspapers rarely
criticize adversely projects for which
they carry large, high-priced advertise-
ments, but we do not think the inference
is warranted. Naturally a newspaper
will not go out of its way to injure a lib-
eral patron, any more than any other
business concern would do so; but it is
to be remembered that in regard to the
majority of . enterprises a —newspaper
knows nothing ' which the general public
does not know, and that the writer of its
financial articles may or may Hot be able
to form a better opinion of investments
than other people. A write-up of an
enterprise appearing concurrently with
extensive advertising may be justly re-
garded as a part of the gdvertisement.
When it comes to the expresgion of an
opinion as to the desirability of an ad-
vertisement, every newspaper reader
must use his ‘own judgment as to what
value ought to be attached to it.

The Victoria Times wants a royal eom-
mission to inquire into the management
of the lands and works department. This
means that in the opinion of the Times
a sort of smelling committee ought to
be created to see 'if anything can be
found in connection with the public de-
partments that will be of value to the
present government when a new election
comes on. We do not dispute the right
of the Lieutenant-Governor to appoint
a commission to investigate charges
against public departments, but we claim
it wonld be an abuse of the power to
appoint a roving  commission to hunt
for something which may have no %gisb
ence. ’

We note a disposition on the part of
Vietoria business men not to talk very
freely for publication on business mat-
ters. While we sympathize with their
feelings in this respect, we must also tell
them that. if they wish the city to be
kept to the front as other cities are,
they must do as business men of other
cities—that is talk. There is an old
saying that “Modesty adorns a woman,
but damns a man,” and something of
the same kind is true about cities in
these days of keen competition. Remem-
ber the other old saying: “Blessed is he
that bloweth his own trumpet; for other-
wise it shall not be blown.”

There is a® growing demand in the
Hast for the removal of the duty on
paper, and in support of it the peint is
made that there is no protection to Cana-
dian news paper publishers against
American newspapers. Anything that
will tend to cheapen the eost of Canadian
newspapers will Jead té“an-improvement
in their quality.

Lord Herschell is "authority: for the
statement that the differences befween
the British and American commissioners
are so slight that he anticipates no diffi-
culty in adjusting them. The trouble is
that any settlement that may be reached
by -the commissioners will have to run
the gauntlet of the United States sen-
ate, which has not hitherto shown itself
inclined to favor a fair agreement on
any proposition of foreign polities.

Now that the London Times is to the
front with charges agaihst the Yukon
officials, Mr. Sifton will begin to get a
move on himself. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
will find before he gets to the bottom
of this business that the best friend his
government has bad in this matter has
been the Colonist, which has told the
plain and simple truth, as far as it
could learn it, “nothing extenuated,
nothing set down in malice.”

The Seattle Times exclaims that the
American- people are in no humor to
part with territory that is clearly theirs,
This is anent the suggested settlement
of the boundary between COanada and
Alaska. ' Does the Times know just
what points in the disputed territory are
“clearly theirs”? If so, will it tell the
rest of us, and give the reasons for its
belief? If not, will it explain why it is
8o perturbed? -

“ Who made the West ?” asks the
Mail and Empire. Speaking without
prejudice, we suggest that the Creator
of the rest of the universe had something
to do with it.

Sonny,” sald uncle Eben, “ don’t to

S
ey make a m ’ mat-

tmu."——thlngton Star. e

* They say that the devil is the father
of lies,” said the typewriter boarder, ‘‘but
surely the saying cannot apply to little,
white les.”

** No,”” sald the Cheerful Idiot, *‘onmly
infernal les.”’—Indianapolis Journal.

‘ Superstitious people belleve that eat-
ing salt turn the hair white.”

“ Well,earning my salt has made my hair
gray.”—Detroit Free Press.

“ To me,” sald Willie ‘Wishington, fever-
ishly, *“ you represént all that is most sub-
lime. I believe that destiny intended us
for each other.”

% Ar? l{yfm‘.tumé{! fhinit; iar]
enne, icily, “ to the affinity popmlarly sup-
poséd to exist between the sublime and
the ridiculons ¥’—~Washington ¥
. % No,” said the bedizened general, ‘it
is unnecessary for me to make guy state-
ment. Bverybody knows what I stand

for. ¥
Yes,”' hissed the aide beneath his bat-

ng,” inquired Miss Cay-

“

ed breath, *‘ the photographer.”—Cleveland
Plain Dealer,
1

The barber soon bwl‘l pack‘ his grip and
y 3 : f
n  them fondly, while a tear
ims his eye,
And then will hie himself away from
scenes of his despalr,
For the autnmn days are coming—the days
of football halr. :
~Cleveland Plain Dealer.—

Harsh purgativés are fast giving way
to the gentle action and mild effects of
Carter’s Little Liver Pills. If 'you try
them, they will certsinly please you. *

WESTMINSTER'S SHOW

The ‘Great Provineial Exhibition
Will Open To-Day at the
Royal City.

It Will Far Surpass Apything
of the Kiwd Hitherto Heid in
British Columbia.

In spite of the discouragement of the
fire Westminster has risen superior to
misfortune and in consequence the pro-
vincial exhibition that opens to-day at
the Queen’s park will be by far the
greatest event of the kind ever held in
British  Columbia, The exhibition
grounds have undergone a vast transfor-

mation in the preparations for the fair as
greatly increased accommodation was
necessary to make room for the entries
that flowed in from all parts of the prov-
ince. The main building which formerly
was considered large emough was found
to-be altogether too small for this year
and has been considerably enlarged. The
poultry and hog buildings have been en-
larged and a fine machinery hall erect-
ed to replace the small shed that for-
merly answered purpose.  Special
attention is being given to the mineral
display which has a large new building
all to itself. -~ Then many more stalls
were needed for live stock and a big
horee shed had been put up to give more
room for.the'equines. The improvements
made in the grounds of recent years, too,
have taken away from the former some-
what bare appearance and altogether the
grounds are a ecredit to what is ae-
knowledged to be the first agricultural
town of the\province. For some time
past there has been a great deal of pre-
paration going on, the merchants and
manufacturers of the Coast cities es-
pecially taking special pains to make
their display quite out of the ordinary
and consequently a good deal of healthy
rivalry has been indulged in with very
gratifying results as far as effective dis-
play goes.: The agricultural districts
are on their metal too, in view of the
speeial prizes for the finest and most ar-
tistically arranged agricultural exhibit.

Vietoria will be well represented in
the exhibits, and especially fine displays
will be made by the manufacturers and
merchants. The Mayor, D. R. Ker, Mr.
Henderson, of Henderson Bros., Hon,
E. G. Prior, 'W. J. Pendray and a num-
ber of others left for Westminster last
night,. every berth on the Islander being
taken. Among the displays will be
those of Okell & Morris, M. R. Smith,
Albion Iron ‘Works, E. G, Prier & Co.
and many other firms.

To-day ie opening day and Hon. Mr.
Semlin is expected to officially declare the
great show open. Lieut.-Governor Mc-
Innes, who 'is already on the Mainland,
is expected also to be present.

For the special convenience of the
farmers’ institutes, Mr. J. R, Anderson,
deputy minister of agriculture and super-
intendent of farmers’ institutes, has a
marquee on the grounds as official head-
quarters for:the members of the insti-
tutes and during the fair meetings will
be h to discuss subjects of interest to
thq institates and .to arrange for a
series of institute meetings during the
coming winter.” Mr. ‘Anderson will be
happy to give information to any one as
to the institétes and any one wishing to
join may en?oll themselves as members.

One of the pleasantest features of the
exhibition will be children’s day on Fri-
day, when a big contingent of school
children will- attend and march in. pro-
cession to the grounds headed by the
Burnaby sehoolboy fife and drum band.
There are plenty of amusements for the
youngsters - including a free merry-go-
round and sports for which any number
of prizes will be off . Westminster
has a happy knack of making children’s
day pleasant-as the people there have the
experience of years in May Day festivi-
ties specially prepared .for the little
ones,

As to the question of accommodation
there is no cause for anxiety. It must
not be thought that all the residence
portion of Westminster was destroyed
by fire—far from it, and then, teo, the
tramway and C.P.R. are giving special
attention to a rapid and frequent ser-
vice between Vancouver and the Royal
City. The electric tram cars will run
every half hour daily during the fair
between the: two towns and the com-
pany are generously giving one-third of
the gross receipts during the fair to the
‘Westminster celebration fund.

The C.P.N. is giving special rates
from Victoria during the fair and the
attendance from all over the province
and Sound is going to be very large.

HOW SPAIN TOOK PORTO RICO.

The Story of the Discovery and the Basy
but Cruet Congquest of the Latest
American Possession,

Four hundred years ago the eyes of the
world were centered on the Wgst Indies.
After Columbus had made his first discov-
2ty he was sent back :ﬁnln and again to
take possession of all the lands he could
tind, and was successful in planting the
:Ea:;g:rd of Spain on many rich and fertile

On bhis second voyage, In 1493, while
cruising among- the islands of ‘the West
indies, we are told by one of our histor-
ians that “the arrived one evening in sight
of a great island covered with beautiful
forests and indented with fine havens,
13: ‘was called by the natives Boriquen, but
Columbus gave it the name of San Juan
Bautista. It is the same since known
25 the name of Porto Rico. It was fer-

e and ous, and under the dominion
of a single cacigue or chief.”  Columbus
anded at one of the villages, which was

uilt around a square with one' large, well-
constructed house in the centre. A wide
10ad, fenced on each side, extended to
the seashore, the, fence being made of
reeds, inclosing fine rdens. The road
terminated in a kind of ‘terrace which
overlooked the water. The whole place
was distinguished by its neatness and in-
genuity, and seemed to be the residence
of the chief. Columbus made but a brief
stni at Porto Rico, and the island appears
to have remained no further explored until
1508. It is remarkableé that it was neglect-
ed for so long, as it is said to have been
most inyiting as seen from the water, its
mountains being well covered with gigantic
trees of fine foliage, and its valleys were

broad and green.

In 1508 Juan Ponce de Leon (who after-
wards discovered Florida) conceived the
idea ‘of exploring Porto Rico, which, owing
to the transparency of the tropical atmos-
phere, he could easily discern from  the
neighboring Tsland of Haytl ‘With the
Spaniards, as with the Amerieans of the

resent day, the love of gold was the lead-
ng passion, and Ponce de Leon particular-
ly desired to explore Porto Rico becanse he
had heard from some of the natives that
the precious metal was there in abundance:
On landing he was received very kindly b
the chief, who, with his family, was seateé
under the shade of the native trees. These
hospitable and unsuspecting natives vied
with each other in doing honor to Ponce de
Leon and his followers. As was the custom
with the Spaniards, Ponce de Leon offered
to baptize them, but they réfused. tm
they allowed him  to . b w . Ch
names on them, of ‘which they were very
proud. The chief shewed ‘him all- over
the Island, disclosing its wild and r >
scenery, its mountains covered with ‘fine
forests and its fertile, well-watered .val-
leys.. Ponce de Leon, however, only gave
the beauty of the scenery and agricultural

; productiveness a passing glance. He never

forgot for s moment that the object of
lids.¥isit was to discover the presence of
gold, and was therefore delighted when
the chief brough him richly veined pebbles
from the rivers, He immediately returned
with some of these to Hayti; where he
he reported the success of his expedition.
He was ambitious to become governor of
the new island, but it looked for some
time as if he would be doomed to disap-
pointment. However, finally through the
influence of ex-Governor Ovando, of Hayti,
he . received his appointment from King
Ferdinand.

Juan Ponce de Leon took command of the
fsland in the year 1509; not, however, until
after Juan Ceron had governed Porto Rico
for a short time. He appointed Christival
de Stomayor his lientenant. After a short
time, however, Stomayor resigned, but re-
mained on the island as a private indivi-
adual, establishing himself In a village
where the king had assigned to him a
large number of Indiaus.
Ponce de Leon’s seat of
fixed in a town called Caparra, on the
northern side.of the island. It facedthe
port called Porto Rico, from which after-
wards the name of the island was ‘taken,
The approach to the town was up a moun-
tain, which made it cost more to convey
provisions, etc., "to the new capital than
to transport them from Spain.

Ponce de Leon made may improvements
in the island and founded towns, but in do-
ing so distributed the poor Indians in allot-
ments, in order to force them to give the
more efficient work. In the beginning the
Indians had been most friendly with the
white men, and had shown them every
kindness, bnt now, since they had #ssumed
the position of task masters, their feel-
mgs towards them naturally changed.
Their burdens were made so heavy that
they almost despdired. Some of them ‘Yro-
posed a general uprising, but were held in
check because theév labored under the de-
lusion that the Spaniards were. superna-
tural, and could not be killed.. Brayoan,
one of the shrewdest, decided he would
put their Immortality to the test. He per-
snaded some Indians while escorting a
young Spaniard named Salzedo through the
country, to see if they could drown him,
In carrying him across a river on thein
shoulders they let him fall, and then press-
ed him under the water until he was
drowned. They :were frightened after
they had committed the crime. for they
still doubter if he were dead. They drag-
ged his body to shore, where they made
- great lamentations, and entreated him with
a thousand apologies to pardon them for
keeping him so long under water. They
kept watch over the body for three days,
and were then <onvincel that the ¢ white
" were mortal !fke themse'ves.

Agueybana, the brother and successor to
the chief who had received ¢olumbus so
Lindly, had been allotted to Don Christoval
de. Sotomayor. He was treated kindly,
but could not endare 1he yok2 of vassainge.
He, therefor», neld secret councils. with
other discontented Indians, and they form-
ed a plan of action. They arranged a gen-
eral insurrection, which was the easier fo
accomplish as the spaniards ver: so s~at-
tered. An inferior chief, with 3,000 war-

riors, was Instructed to sarprise and
sianghter the inhabitauts of the village.of
Sotomayor. Agueybana, however, intend
to have the honor of nimself Lilliag Dcn
Christoval. There 1s almost always a wo-
man in-every affair, and thus it was now.
Don Christoval had won the affections of
an Indian princess, who overheard the

lotters, and immediately warned her lover
gut he thought she was over-anxious, and
gave her information but little considera-
tion. He, however, had a similar warning
from a Spaniard, who, suspecting that
mischief was in the air, disguised himself
as much Hke an Indian as possible, and so
succeeded in mingling among the Indians In
the council of war without discoyery, and
Jearned their plans. He hastened to Don
Christoval, -who, after thlnklng the matter
over still further, finally decided to go to
Juan Ponce de Leon and take refuge in
his stronghold at Caparra. With real fool-
hardine hewever, he applied to the In-
dian chief for Indians to carry his baggage,
and started out with but three Spaniards
and they but slightly armed. e was
closely followed, however, by the chief,
with a few of his best chosen warriors.
On the way the Indians met another Span-
fard, named 'Gonzales,, whom they wound-
ed: but they had not time to dispatch him,
g0 eager were they to overtake Don Chris-
toval, In the heart of the forest they
gtole silently mpon him, until quite near,
when ‘they gave the fatal war-whoop, an
felled- Don Christoval to the und, to-
gether with his Spanish companions, where.
they killed them; not only the wars|
riors, but also the Indian guides participa-
ting in the massacre.

Juan Ponce de Leon now established
himself and his Spaniards In his fortre
havm first sent messengers secretly aun
in te to Hispaniola for assistance. He
divided his small force into three bodles of
thirty men each and sent them out to
make sallies -and assaults on the enemy.
He was fortunate in belng the owner of a
dog named Berezillo, who possessed cour-
age, stre!gth and sagacity in a remarkable
de; . He could distinguish the Indlans
who were friendly from those who were
enémies. To the former he was kind, but
to the latter flerce, The natives ‘were un-
used to ferocious animals, and - s on
great terror of him. He really rendered
more service to his msaster -than several
soldiers could. He was finally killed by &
poisoned arrow while swimming in the sea
Aafter an Indian. g

Reinforcements finally arrived and Ponce
de Leon took his Indian foes by surprige.
They knew nothing of his reinforcements.
Indeed, the sudden appearance of sormany
Spaniards seemed to them a miracle, and
their belief in their immortality rgved.

_thought the increase of numbers
was -¢efiused the rising of the dead.
They ds ired of conquering such foes;but
held a council of war, of which Ponce de
Leon was secretly advised, and set forth
to surprise them.  When he came in sight
of the Indian camp, however, and saw the
number assembled he realized that he had
embarked in a hazardous undertaking. He
hastily had a fortification cons , be-
hind .which he and his men prepared to de-
fend themseives, The chief, Agueybana,
while leading an assault, received a fatal
wound from an arquebuse and immediately
died. The Sp: d . that

vernment was

men

aniards soon suspectel
the chief was slain from the confusion
among the Indians, who carried the body
off with great lamentations and ceased to
make attacks upon the Spanish fortification
Under cover of the confusion Ponce de
Leon drew. his men off, though some of
them were averse to giving up just when
they had gained an advantage, but as they
were outnumbered by the Indians Ponce de
Leon felt that * discretion was the better
part of valor.”

About this time King Ferdinand, who
seems to have been very vacillating, de-
cided that he had treated the former Gov-
ernor of Porto Rico, Juan Veron, unjustly
fn depriving him of his commission and
giving it to Ponce de Leon, 8o he reinstat-
ed Juan Ceron. Ponce de had ‘com-
Fletely subjugated the natives of the Is-
and, however, before the new ernor
arrived.. The -killing of their chief had
been a death blow to the natives, and th:{
never made war again, but dually fell
under the Spanish control. They were put
at working mines, etc., and sunk under
the despised labor, and in a -little ‘while
almost all the natives had disappeared
from the island.

—————————————
HUMORS OF WAR.

We have seen the governor of one of
the enemy’s possessions in the BEast fire a
salute in amswer to the guns intended to
demand surrender, and when invited to
come on board our ship to arrange the
terms of capitulation sent his polite r ts
that his Elosltlon did' not permit of his
indulging in such courtesies with strangers.
Recently we witaessed the unusual scene
at SBantiago of the shipment of the Spanlsh
soldlers for .Spain going on at one wharf,
and at the next wharf the shipment of the
American soldiers to the United States,
the amusing reflection being. that Uncle
Sam was paying the bills of
ments.
offered. even more food for laughter. Here
our - grim = visaged warriors move .upon
towns which meet the  enemy . with
open arms, and cheer and dance while the
bhands play “Yankee les” o add to

from their ‘knapsacks spcial letters of in-
troduetion: to leading Porto Rican citizens.
—Boston Glebe,

CASTORIA
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ed| a party who just came from the Forks,

 country will be better known and more

‘placer ground may
that is now impossible to work with a

th_consign- | comprising

e situation at Porto Rico_has{ jength of the building

this comical situation, our soldlers drawyp
do not begin to compare in size and im-

Largest Stock;

T ackintoshes, Goercoats, Winter Suits

Lowest Prices

. Williams & Co.

CLOTHIERS, HATTERS and OUTFITTERS, 97 JOHNSON ST., VICTORIA

| e ET————:
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PLEBISCITE

Has passed and gomne. The exci

ment is over and no hard fee]lnl;
We cun now look around for some-
thing good to eat and drink ang
avoid ‘ Elk Lake water on draught.”

3 Tins Owl Brand Milk - 25
Asparagus Tips per Tin - 25¢

"“Tomatoe Catsup in Stone Jars

o . .
New Jams, 5 -1b. Pails - 50c

Self.Rising Buckwheat and Aunt
Jemima’s Pancake Flour.

Dixi H Ross & Co.
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0000000000000000000000¢ 0
QUESNELLE PROSPERING.

The Cariboo mine, at Quesnelle, is still
running full blast and no recent wash-up
has taken place as reported in the press
dispatches east. We are so informed by

and that the results of this wash -up,
when it does take place will be very sat-
isfactory to all interested. The Golden
.River Quesnelle people are hard at work
on French Bar, about four miles from
the village of Quesnelle Forks. Work on
the ‘dam at Moorhead is being pushed as
rapidly as possible so that whether the

finished and a large amount of water held
back in Moorehead lake. There is an
%ir of prosperity around Quesnelle Forks
and the mining outlook was never so
good “before in that section.—Ashcroft
Mining Journal.

FINLAY RIVER.

Last week there arrived in Ashcroft
Mr. Charles Merrill, one of a party of
five men who left Edmonton last March
for. the north-western gold fields. Mr.

from Edmonton in to Fort Graham, but
suffered no severe losses. He and one
companion ¢ame out, leaving the other
three men in on Fimlay to winter. The

: would have stayed but

plies by so doing. Mr, Merrill and com-
panion therefore came out, with the in-
tention of going in again in the spring via
Asheroft and elle. . !

‘While at the y no startling finds
of gold were repo , two men came
in aftér supplies at Fort Graham, one
man had about $85 in gold dust and the
other about $60. Both stated that they
had been prospecting on the high reaches
of the Finlay and that they had found
bars on wihch they had made for a short
time $20 per day and would have re-
mained there to work but their supplies
ran short. They were to return imme-
diately with more supplies obtained
from Fort Graham and Mr. Merrill's
party were going in with them to in-
vestigate the truth of the reports. On
the way out Mr. Merrill states that he
heard nothing of any parties being stuck
or destitute on the Ashcroft trail and
that he has much faith in northern Brit-
ish Columbia as a good field for pros-
peecting for gold. He had a long trip on
the Edmonton route and some rough ex-

were all of his party, when they reached
Fort Graham. He says that trails are
now being made into the Liard river
country from that section and that in the
near future it will be much less difficult
going into the northern- rivers. The

advantage can be taken of natural routes
that so far have been practically un-
known except in some cases to the na-
tives, who are some times hard to per-’
snade to guide parties to any particular
section they might desire to visit :

Quite ‘2 good many men have prospect-
ed on the upper Peace river, the Parsnip
and on the lower Finlay, but none have
found ground that would at the present
time pay to work. With increased fa-
cilities. for supplying the interior with
food and tools at much less expense than
is now possible, Mr. Merrill' thinks that
be found valuable

profit.
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A SUPERB OBSERVATORY.

Where the Huge Yeérkes Telescope ' Will
Be Housed in Wisconsin.

Boston Herald.

It must be admitted that the future home
of such a world-renowned instrument as
the great Yerkes telescope is deservlng of
the finest abode that money can purchase
and architectural skill deslfn. All this
end more can be justly claimed for the
Yerkes Observatory, now in process of con-
struction at this place. The. structure is
niearing’ completion and will soon be Tea
for the inspection of the devotees of scl-
ence. It is a picturesque building out-
wardly, -and the design is a unique one.
The observitory is so formed as to take
the shape of & Latin cross, the extremities
three towers or domes. The
is 326 feet, and the
main dome, under which the great tele-
scope will repose, is 90 feet In diameter.

It is in and around this main dome that
the chief interest centres. The two other
towers will contain telescopes, the one a
'12-imch and the other a 16-inch, but these

portgnce with the 40-inch monster under
the/main dome,

One remarkable thing about the main
dome is that it revolves on a cirenla:
track, carried by the tower walls. This
was the ingenious way in which ¢ f-
tect surmounted the difficulty in construct-
ing a dome in which it was necessary to
give the telescope free play In sweeping
the skies. Like the turret of a ‘warship,
the dome from whence protrudes the great
Yerkes instrument can be moved at the
will of an.operator, so that the telescope
ehall point in any direction desired. The
device for swinging the dome around is a

ditch is completed or not the dam will be]

Merrill states that they had a hard trip [ &S}

entive . pa
Mﬂlﬁ hmtrstt{xe‘y would be short of sup<fof

périence “but was well and strong, as|

is a4 rail resting on a cast iron girder
bolted to the masonry. The wheels by
which the dome revolves on the track are
thirty-six in number, and the journals are
fitted with roller bearings and are so con-
structed that the wheels adjust themselves
to any chance inegualities in the smooth-
ness of the track.

By means of an apparatus located in the
lower part of the building, the dome can
be moved 'either by hand or power ma-
chinery, and an_ endless cable wound
around the dome and conneeting with this
machinery causes the dome to revolve on
its track., By starting this cable in
motion - the dome can be moved in either
direction.

The amount of work and care involved
in designing and constructing this dome
can scarcely imagined. It was necessary
to exercise the greatest care, lest, during
one of the atmospheric distrubances too
eommon to this part of the country, a dis-
aster should' occur before the different
pgrts of the dome were solidly connect-
ed. %

Besides the difficulty of constructing
this revolving dome, piece by piece, there
was the delicate work of erecting the tele-
scope and the machinery by which it is
operated.
methodically, and without accident of any
Kind. The likelikood of an accident was
so. grest, however, that those in charge
of the work have been in a per-
fect fever of anxiety since it begun, and
only ncw are they beginning to hreathe

eely.
Of the*monster that is housed in the
great dome, Prof. George E. Hale, direc-
tor of the Yerkes Observatory, says: *In
“? on ,to ‘the 'ordinary applances for
5 ﬁ? ¢ the quick and slow motions and
in he telescope, a complete system
{‘elédtric ‘mgtions, clamps and illumina-
tion_ _is provided. Conveniently placed
switches at the eye end and at the equa-
torial head, enable the observer or his as-
sistant on the baleony to start or stop the
slow motion motors, and to clamp or un-
clanp In right ascension and declination,
by simply pressing knobs. The quick mo-
tion motors are countrolled from the bale
cony by switches, and from the eye end
by cords. The circles are illuminated by,
incandescent lamps, connected with
switches at the eye end and on the head.
Provision is also made for electric illu-
mination of the micrometer wires. The
40-inch objective of the Yerkes telescope
was made at Cambridgeport, Mass., from
disks furnished by the Mantos of Paris.
The crown lens are about 2% inches thick
at the centre and three-fourths inch at
the edge; it weighs 200 pounds. The lenses
are mounted upon aluminum bearings in
cast iron cell.”

n‘l‘m.
ADAMS—At the family residence, 56 South
road,r».ﬁnlng Ridge, on the 4th inst,

Ethel -May, infant daughter of John T.
and Emma Adams, aged 9% months.

. The funeral will take place to-day at
2:30 p.m: from the residence as above.

state of the , such s®
Nuscs, Drowsiness, Distr:ss after
&o, While their most

&hm oom-yrl.lﬂl that hers i:‘m
@thers do not.

rentleaction please
t 25cents ; five for $i.
here, or sent by mail.

& CARTER MEDICINE CO., New Yorks
Wlf ol de fulbin

WANTED—A person to take charge of &
fruit and sheep farm on Salt Spring Is-
“land. Apply to B. C. Land & Investment
Agency, Victoria. o6

WANTED—A partner to go into trading’

roposition wlith Klondike goods in Vic-
gﬁﬂa; risk infinitesmal; ‘probable proﬂg
very ' large;  advertiser has not enoug
ct{r){ul to carry out deal alonme. Apply

very simple and convenient one. The track

Alpha, box 105, Vietoris, B. C.

All this was done slowly and
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United States Trf
With Them All Yeg
Result Not

The Regulars We
Death Trap by
Careless@l

Complete Massacre
Feared and the
in Dang

‘Washington, Oct. 6.

‘of office hours the In
g ’ﬁa “received no advices

reliable official characti
Indian outbreak in Mi
fact caused much embas
in the afternoon mess
Inspector Tinker saying
kinson, five soldiers ang
liceman had been killed
wvates and one Indian
wounded. The telegran
ticulars later, but noth
been heard from Mr, T
from Walker, Minn, 30
scene of the battle, rep
there of reinforcements f
215 officers and men
gun,

‘Walker, Minn.,, Oc
conflict have come from
day but people are still
the real situation at
where General Bacon s
their encounter with
dians yesterday afterne
early hour this morniil
many grounds for fearin
Bacon and his commang
nihilated. No direct wo
ceived from any men
in the first battle. -~ Earl
however, the firing was
continued practically
makes it certain that
command is still fightin
believed that the soldiers
and in a position to hold

. forcements reach them.
reached here from Bear is
day and it is impossiblg
result of to-day’s fight, = A
zens succeeded in landing
securing the bodies of fo
killed in Wednesday’s figh
away the nine wounded
AN EXCITED CORR

Minneapolis, Minn., O(
P, Pegle, staff corresp
J _wires at 8:30

has more ‘information th
he sent word to the war d
night that the:third infan
had been wiped out.

“I got in very late from
on the Flora, We sta
supplies and rations to
was very dark off the shg
nalled for an hour. Corp
used the code in use at §
the troops have been d
there is not a man left.
the gignal of any kind wi
though we lay off the
the headland.,

“To land was an impé
dark, as the reinforcemen
ard have not arrived and
c¢ne old Winchester riffe
Reddy Lazard, captain o
a dead game man and H
landed. There was no
that the small force on #
have been annihilated if
done, = There were men
preferred to die in an
however futule it might
had our blankets and
coats if any of them =g
slept last night in the o
hkeavy frost prevailed he
not 8o much as a coffee
between the whole commsg
ing. At a later date I an
the truth about this expe
er knew of such gross m
nor witnessed such crim
as has been exhibited he
of Bacon’s command we:
der conditions that woul|
mi'l,ltil sergeant were he

it,

“It broke iny heart to
fellows dropping. Had
been sent here in the fi
shot would - have heen
hopes that Bacon may h
himself, and that the fal
signals last night was du
Inination not to betray his
:llngn had 120 rounds of an

ardly think they have ¢
g‘D bhea'-tl;he newspaper
n a DD
the troops.”- und o
BEFORE THE O
St. Faul, Minn,, Oct. ¢
staff correspondent at
telegraghs as follows: &
the Third TUnited States
manded: by General Mal
Lieut. Ross, and under ch
DBacon, has been ambush
by Pillager Indians at Be
attack was a complete |
troops, and on the first
the' men were stricken
were several Indians -see)
log houses on shore, but
landed through the surf!
#ppeared in the woods.’ |
soldiers proceeded to the
Rob-Ahe-Ma-Go-Shik -
home, but the' chief, wh
kill the soldiers in ease
sent after him, was not |
1 shal an, howeven
\ Quod, a Pillager Indiap
D of the 22 who rescued thi
t , ‘Some weeks ago, and pls
g!‘rest. Mah Quod put
ight, although a comps
was drawn_up in front
Tequired the assistance 4
to subdue the prisoner-ani
on him. Arter Mah {
{. tced in the bow of the!
Toops formed in columngl
Krd:ed around the penit
i-r of small Indian
;.nﬁed and inquiries
1ans for whom the marsiié
d warrants,. The ' chi




