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Cheapest Store.

The
You

Happiest Crowds 
Ever Saw

Arc attending our SPRING MILLINERY OPENING. It is posi­
tively refreshing to look ever our new styles of SPRING HATS, 
FLOWERS and FEATHERS, so inviting, so cheerful. One can 
almost imagine she hears the song of the robin, the bluebird, the twitter 
of the swallow, and the soft spring breezes playing among the flowers. 
OUR MILLINERY SHOW ROOM will be open all next week. Those 
ladies who have not yet favored us with a visit will probably do so. You 
can then leave your orders for your Spring Hat or Bonnet.

Our Silk Sale.
If the silk worm could only know for how little we sell the finished pro 
Auctions of his skill, he would die tor very shame ; and were silks ever 
more beautiful ? Spring flowers will be no prettier. And just thi^k of the 
price, 25c yard, cut of which you can make a lovely waist; and better 
Silks in proportionate price.

If You Want To
Keep step with stylish people, our Ready-Made Dress Skirts will help 
you. If you are a lover of good clothes, and had rather dress well than 
ill at the same cost, we will help you. Come in and look at these elegant 
NEW DRESS SKIRTS; examine the quality and note the mice; you'll 
find it a lesson in economy and the art of dressing well cheaply.

Not This Year.
Rich Curtains are not confined to fat purses this year. By making the 
right move at the right time, you can furnish your windows richly at 
small cost. A special purchase of fine Curtains puts us in a position to 
save you a lot of money. The right time is at hand now, if you want to
take advantage of it. 25c, 45c, 50c, 75c, $1, $1 25, $1 50 
These are all beautiful patterns and worth more money.

In Curtain Nets
By the yard we show the best value we ever had; just about half price 
we are selling these goods at.

Without Doubt These Are All Money Savers.

Western Ontario.
Musaelburg Is to Lose Its Post- 

office.

Hr. Lonnt'a Narrow Escape From 
Disaster at Woodstock — A Bad 

Failure-Man Missing.

theWork has been commenced on 
new Methodist Church at Simcoe.

The Tavistock cheese factory is get­
ting ready for another season of active 
•iterations.

Amasa Lewis, of. Aylmer, died on 
Wednesday evening. Mr. Lewis was 
87 years old and has been ill for a long 
time.

The annual meeting of the Aylmer 
Horticultural and Malahide Agricul­
tural Societies Will be held in the town 
hall on Tuesday next.

Mrs. John Chitton leaves Aylmer this 
Week to join her husband in Minne­
apolis. Mr. Chitton has a position with 
a wholesale house there.

James Young has disposed of part 
of the south half of lot 22, concession 
12, Aldboro, consisting of 25 acres, to 
tharles Mateer, for $600.

There are no criminal cases on the 
docket for the Brant spring assizes, 
which will be held there this week, 
Mr. Justice Robertson presiding.

It is expected that seven carloads of 
horses will arrive in Windsor during 
the week, in readiness for the coming 
meeting.

Lydia, the bright little 8-year-old 
daughter of John Wettlaufer, of the 
13th line of East Zorra. died on Wed­
nesday evening of diphtheria, after an 
Illness of four weeks.

Mr. Lount, the Toronto barrister, had 
a close shave in Woodstock on Wed­
nesday afternoon. He was crossing 
from the south side of Dundas street 
to the corner of Graham, on his way

Mone in Bladder
REMOVED BY

BOBB’S KIDNEY PILLS
I have been troubled with Stone 
in the Bladder. I heard of 
Dodd’s Kidney Pills’ cures, and 
concluded to try them. I have 
aged 18 boxes, and can safely 
gay they have been the means 
of removing the stone. I can 
highly recommend Dodd’s Kid­
ney Pills ta all suffering from 
Ibis disease.

I remain, yours, etc.,
, John Mad ill.

Shelburne, Ont.

Dodd’s Kidney Pills
Cure Stone in Bladder.

to the court house, when a runaway 
horse came galloping up the street 
Mr. Lount missed being run down by 
an agile leap, and proceeded on his 
way.

At the meeting of G. I. "Walker’s 
creditors at Aylmer, the decided to give 
him three months’ time.They think Mr. 
Walker will return as soon as the 
present difficulty is straightened out.

The ’longshoremen’s union of Wind­
sor will hold the first meeting of the 
year next Wednesday night. Officers 
will lif elected, and the union will be 
gotten in shape for the coming season.

Mr. Fred Colvin shipped 1,500 hogs 
from Stratford, Millbank, Milverton, 
Bright, etc., this week, to the Colling- 
wood Packing Company. One hundred 
were shipped from Stratford on Thurs­
day.

Rev. T. Beverley Smith, who has 
been for three years curate of All 
Saints', Wii dsor, has tendered his re­
signation. to take effect at Easter. It 
is said that he has received a call from 
Kingsville.

Edward Parsons, an employe of Pig- 
gott’s planing mill. Windsor, met with 
a painful accident Saturday^ He was 
running a planing machine, and his 
hand, coming in contact with the knife, 
his thumb was cut off.

The many friends of Dr. Bradley, in I 
Oxford county, will be sorry to learn 

«of his death at his home at Paris, 
Mich., on Saturday evening last, in the 
72nd year of his age. He had been 
failing in health for about six months.

An interesting wedding was solem­
nized at Paris on Thursday afternoon, 
when Miss Lottie Baker, daughter of 
Mr. John Baker, was united in mar­
riage to Mr. Homer Carroll, of that 
town. The Rev. J. H. Hazelwood per­
formed the ceremony.

The court is being asked by Samuel 
Witherspoon, of Hamilton, to annul 
the will of the late Mrs. Jane Foster, 
of Chatham, who left an estate worth 

j $15,000, of which she gave $5,000 to the 
; Presbyterian mission fund and $2,008 
j to St. Andrew's Church, Chatham.
; Miss Kate Weber, of Tavistock, was 
I on Wednesday married to John Wett­

laufer, son of Conrad Wettlaufer, of 
I the 8th line of East Zorra. The cere­

mony was performed at the residence 
of the bride's mother by the Rev. F. 
V eit.

At a meeting of directors of Harris- 
ton's flax mill, a call of 10 per cent 
was decided to be made on the stock 
subscribed, payable on the 1st of 
April, which would be sufficient to 
buy the seed. A second call of 10 
per cent will be made on the 1st of 
July.

John Nopper, sen., an old resident of 
Stratford, died on Friday evening, aged 
75, from the grip. Dr. McLeod, of West 
Zorra. died the same evening, aged 69. 
He had practiced in that township for 
over 50 years, and was known far and 
wide as an eminent medical authority.

The farmers in the vicinity of 
Brooksdale, Oxford, are forming a co­
operation association to provide fresh 
beef to their members during the 
summer months. The provisional offi­
cers elected are: John Youngs, presi­
dent; Charles Youngs, secretary and 
butcher; James Gibbs, referee.

At the Woodstock assizes Ella May 
Chambers brought an action against 
James -Searles, a shoe merchant of 
Norwich, to recover $1,000 damages for 
assault. The assault appeared to con­
sist in kissing the young woman, who 
went to Searles’ store for a pair of 
rubbers. In view of the evidence and 
plaintiff’s admissions, the jury gave 
a verdict for defendant.

The creditors of Messrs Mackay & 
Huggart, the Woodstock clothiers, who 
recently assigned and whose estate is

in the hands of Henry Barber, of To- j 
ronto, are not likely to receive more j 
than 20 to 25 cents on the doilai 'ac­
cording to the statement presentee '* i 
the meeting of creditors. The to.Vi 
liabilities are $16,825 90, of which $16, ) 
214 35 are direct and $581 55 preferred.

The case of Girardot vs. Welton was 
before Judge Horne at Windsor Sat­
urday. An injunction was granted the 
plaintiff a week ago restraining the de­
fendant from disposing of some pro­
perty in Sandwich, as the plaintiff 
claimed that he held a lien against it. 
Now the injunction has been continued 
until the case comes to trial.

The highwayman who held up a man 
near Walkerville, and who gave his 
name as Peter O’Neil, has been iden­
tified as John Kelley, from St. Clair 
county, Michigan. He was sent from 
that county to Ionia prison for three 
years for grand larceny. He was af­
terwards transferred to Jackson prison, 
and was only liberated on March 22.

At Osgoode Hall, in Guittqrd vs. 
O’Beirne; Drumm vs. O’Beime; Har- 
bach vs. O’Beirne.—D. Armour, for 
plaintiffs, appealed from order of lo­
cal judge at Stratford, changing venue 
from Walkerton to Berlin, and to a 
certain extent consolidating the ac­
tions. W. H. Blake, for defendant, 
contra. Appeal dismissed. Costs to de­
fendant in any event.

An unusual occurrence took place in 
Dereham on Tuesday, when Mrs. Thos. 
Williamson presented her husband with 
triplets—two girls and a boy. The two 
former were well developed and sturdy 
specimens of humanity, but the latter 
was still-born. Mother and children 
are progressing favorably. Mrs. Wil­
liamson is entitled to the Queen’s 
bounty of £5.

The municipal councils of Tilbury 
East, Tilbury North, Romney and Mer 
sea will be served with notices of as 
sessment on the proposed Big Creek 
drain. The total estimated cost of the 
work is $45,673, made up by the fol­
lowing assessments on the lands of 
the five interested townships: Tilbury 
North, $14,730 90; Tilbury West, $13,- 
260 70; Tilbury East, $1,911 60; Romney, 
$7,748 20; Mersea, $8,031 60.

Coroner Reaume opened an inquest 
at Sandwich on Thursday night on the 
body of Albert Redd. Wm. Myles 
swore that he saw James M. Oulette 
strike Redd three times on the back 
of the neck with an axe. George 
Richardson told a similar story,, but 
said that Oulette had struck Redd 
once with an axe. The Inquest was 
adjourned to await the result of the 
post-mortem.

William Wachsmith, at) old and re­
spected resident of Elmira, left on the 
evening of the 9th inst., saying he was 
going to visit his son, who resides in 
Wingham. Not hearing from him in 
due time, his wife wrote to Wingham, 
and learned that her husband had not 
been there. The son then came down 
and learned that his father had taken 
a ticket at Alma for Listowel on the 
10th inst., and got on board the train, 
saying he was going on to Wingham 
next day. The old man did not reach 
Listowel, and no trace of him can be 
found. He was a German, about 70 
years of age, and had a considerable 
sum of money on his person.

Woodstock Sentinel-Review: “It is 
estimated that the cost to the county 
of Oxford of the Gardner murder case 
will be over $1,000. There was the in­
quest several days, the magisterial in­
quiry three days, stenographer, main­
tenance of prisoners in the jail for six 
months, the grand jury two extra days 
considering the case, exhuming the 
body and preparing skull, local con­
stables’ fees, Crown Attorney’s fees, 
Detective Murray’s services, County 
Court, with a host of constables and 
40 petit jurymen and incidentals. It 
is probable that the total cost to the 
county will be about $1,200. The cost 
to the two prisoners for defense will 
be in the neighborhood of $700.”

At the Oxford assizes, in the case of 
Werner Rebling vs. Wm. Innés, for 
slander, assault and trespass, the de­
fense was struck out by Judge Finkle, 
and it was left for the jury to decide 
as to damage. The plaintiff claimed 
$1,000, and the jury gave him $500. The 
plaintiff in 1895 rented from defendant 
a farm on the 8th concession of West 
Zorra for one year and one month. 
Defendant claimed that the lease was 
only for twelve months, and at the 
end of that term served notice to quit 
on plaintiff. Upon plaintiff refusing it 
is alleged that Innis went to Rebling’s 
farm at 9 o’clock in the evening with 
a crowd of people, and abused plain­
tiff's wife, assaulted plaintiff, burned 
timber, etc., not desisting until 
o’clock the next morning.

Which?
Did Bacon or Shakespeare Write 

the Plays ?

Masterful Lecture on the 
tion by Dr. Bucke.

Ques-

A Striking Statement at the Close — 
Able Summary of the Points In 

Bacon's Favor.

A large audience assembled at the 
Western University on Saturday night 
to hear Dr. Bucke speak on the Bacon­
ian theory of Shakespeare. And, much 
as the subject has been discussed, it is 
safe to say that never before has it 
been as ably treated in this city.

Prof. Sykes acted as chairman, and 
In a few appropriate words introduced 
the speaker and his subject. “It has 
been said',” he began, “that the great­
est glory of England is her poetry; and 
the greatest glory of her poetry is 
Shakespeare.”

The meeting, he went on to say, was 
a proof of the great interest taken by 
the public in the personality of 
Shakespeare. The question to be de­
cided was whether or not Shakespeare, 
the actor, and Shakespeare, the poet, 
were two different individuals. The 
Baconian theory which held that the 
poet Shakespeare was merely a mask 
for Bacon, was originated 41 years ago 
by Miss Delia Bacon, a namesake, but 
not a relative of Sir Francis- within 
the last few years the doettine had 
gained many disciples. Several obvious 
advantages resulted from the contro­
versy. Sclttftific accuracy in the ex­
amination of the work, the knowledge 
gained of the times in which Shakes­
peare lived, and of the relation of the 
author to his times, followed as a re­
sult of the close investigations which 
the dispute involved.

The àudience was particularly for­
tunate, continued the professor, in hav­
ing as their guide one, who, while he 
had a world-wide reputation, and was

they were described in the concrete. 
For example, both believed in the in- 
destructionity of matter, at that time 
a new thought. There was, in fact, 
no end to this parallelism.

Again, Shakespeare’s historical plays 
presented a gap at Henry VII. This 
gap was supplied by Bacon’s Henry 
VII., beginning at Bosworth Field, 
where the next preceding play ended. 
Moreover, in Henry VII. tnere was a 
quantity of blank verse. Actors and 
acting were mentioned more than 30 
times, with the evident intention of 
calling up actors and acting in the 
minds of the readers.

The lecturer then advanced the ar­
gument of the “Northumberland House 
Manuscript.” The only evidence ex­
tant of the existence ot such a manu­
script was a manuscript book of 
Bacon’s which left a blank where cer­
tain manuscript had been cut out, and 
the index of which included the names 
of Richard III. and Richard II.

Those who knew Bacon best, he con­
tinued, seemed to have been conscious 
of the fact that he was the author ot 
the plays. In his list of the thirteen 
great men, Ben Johnson, who knew 
Shakespeare well, gives Bacon a first 
place as a poet, and makes no mention 
at all of Shakespeare. Another of 
Bacon’s friends (John Aubley) had 
said that Bacon was “the good poet,but 
concealed.” Still another had said that 
Bacon lwved better to be a poet than 
to be known as one. Bacon himself 
once when asking a favor had used 
the suggestive words, “Be good to 
concealed poets.” In his celebrated 
prayer in 1621 he had said; “I have, 
though, in a despised way, been good 
to all men.” The plays had done twice 
as much good as the philosophical 
works, and hence the reference.

The doctor remarked that he thought 
the greatest argument of all was that 
in the sonnets, but he could not enter 
into that abstruse and comprehensive 
question at this moment.

Finally Dr. Bucke argued that most 
great men had a work which they be­
gan in youth and completed in old age. 
It was so with Bacon, just as it had 
been with Goethe. He had set himself 
to a great work, which he had only 
finished in his old age. His develop­
ment was divided into two parts, the 
foundation and the tower, each divided 
into three sub-parts. The first part, 
which was represented by his philoso­
phical works, consisted of : 1, The divis­
ion of the sciences; 2, directions for 
the interpretation of nature; 3, descrip­
tion of a phenomena of the universe. 
The tower had likewise three parts; 
1, the folio; 2, the anticipation of thethe intimate friend of America’s great­

est poet, was also well known locally.He ■ new philosophies^in the historical plays, 
concluded with an appeal for fairness ° *- 11
in these words : “Censure It in your 
wisdom, but awake your judgment, 
that you may be the better judge.”

NO WINE SERVED.
The First Cabinet Dinner at the White 

House.

Washington, D. C., March 29. — The 
President and Mrs. McKinley gave 
their first entertainment in the White 
House on Thursday evening. It was a 
Cabinet dinner, followed by an informal 
musicale, to which the Cabinet circle 
and some of the diplomatic corps, with 
a few representatives of the Senate and 
the House, with tne ladies of their 
families, and a few other friends, were 
invited. ,

No wines were served at the dinner. 
At each place was a tumbler for ice- 
water, and a smaller one for Apollin- 
aris. The decorations were of scarlet 
passion flowers and tulips, with hand 
bouquets of lilies-of-the-valley for the 
ladies, and boutonnieres of narcissus 
for the gentlemen.

If afflicted with scalp diseases, hair 
falling out, and premature baldness, do 
not use grease or alcoholic prepara­
tions, but apply Hall’s Hair Re newer.

The degree < every man’s manhood 
is determined oy how much he says 
no to himself.

The great lung healer Is found in 
that excellent medicine sold as Sic­
kle’s Anti-Consumptive Syrup. It 
soothes and diminishes the sensibil­
ity of the membrane of the throat and 
air passages, and is a sovereign rem­
edy for all coughs, colds, hoarseness, 
pain, or soreness of the chest, bron­
chitis, etc. It has cured many when 
supposed to be far advanced in con­
sumption.

More of that kind of religion is need­
ed that will make a man do right 
every day in the week.

LIFE SAVED.—Mr. James Bryson 
Cameron writes: “1 was confined to 
my bed with inflammation of the 
lungs, and was given up by physi­
cians. A neighbor advised me to try 
Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil, stating that 
his wife had used it for a throat trou­
ble with the best results. Acting on 
this advice, I procured the medicine, 
and less than half a bottle cured me; 
I certainly believed it saved my life. 
It was with reluctance that I consent­
ed to a triai, as I was reduced to sueh 
a state that I doubted the power of 
any remedy to do me any good.”

It takes backbone to take any kind 
of a stand that will leave a man stand­
ing alone.

The Very Best.
Messrs. T. Milburn & Co.,

Dear Sirs,—I can recommend Dr. 
Wood’s Norway Pine Syrup as the 
very best medicine for coughs and 
colds, sore throat and weak lungs, 
which I have ever used. Yours truly, 

WM. FERRY, Blenheim, Ont. 
Opinion, a sovereign mistress of ef­

fects.—[Shakespeare,

DR. BUCKE.
Dr. Bucke, on rising, plunged at once 

into his subject. His duty was to dis­
cuss the authorship of Lear, Hamlet, 
and the rest of the plays, comprising 
what is commonly known as the 
Shakespearian drama. It was not un­
til 1598, when Shakespeare was 34 
years of age, that a play appeared 
bearing his name. During all this 
time there was another man living in 
London, who was one of the greatest, 
if not the greatest, minds that England 
has ever produced. This man was 
Francis Bacon. If one or other of 
these two men wrote the plays, the 
question was, which? In favor of the 
claim of Shakespearian authorship, 
there was the fact that the name of 
Shakespeare appeared on the title- j 
page of many of the plays. On the 
other side, there was a great mass of 
evidence pointing to the Baconian au­
thorship.

The lecturer went on to review the 
lives of the two men. All the known 
facts in which Shakespeare’s life could 
be given, in brief, compass, from his 
baptism in 1564 to his death in 1616. 
Little of his inner life was known to 
the public. When he did appear it was 
as the happy-go-lucky actor, and not 
as a literary genius, who was to move 
the world. Considering the man and 
his plays, it was not wonderful that 
Emerson should say: "I cannot marry 
the life of this man to his v-rse." The 
only writings which could be proven 
to have come from his hand were his 
five signatures, and there was every 
reason to think that he had had no 
education to speak of.

Bacon's life, on the other hand, had 
been full of incident which was known 
to the world. He was born three years 
before Shakespeare (Jan. 22, 1561). He 
was of good family, was well educated 
and had traveled. At an early age he 
gave promise of great ability, having 
given shape to the inductive method 
in philosophy while yet a boy. He 
coupled great mental power with a 
tremendous faculty for work. For sev­
eral years before the plays began to 
appear, in 1591, Bacon was engaged in 
close study, and in this connection the 
statement made of himself was signifi- 
the plays to events in Bacon’s life. The 
merrie plays.” At this time Shakes­
peare was a raw, uncultured country­
man of 27 years of age.

Dr. Bucke proceeded to point out the 
striking relation of the publication of 
the plays to events in Bacon’s life. The 
author of the plays must have traveled 
extensively on the continent. Shakes­
peare had probably never seen France, 
while Bacon had visited France, and 
if he had not visited Italy, his brother 
Anthony had, and during the period 
there had been a regular correspon­
dence between Anthony and Francis. 
In the plays there are affectionate re­
ferences to St. Albans and other places 
with which Bacon was associated, and 
net a word regarding Stratford. The 
work on the earlier plays was done 
long before Shakespeare could have 
done it.

A summary was then given of the 
various arguments which the lecturer 
thought proved Bacon was the author 
of the Shakespearian dramas. Bacon 
had collected some 1,700 words not in 
use at hid* time. These were used in 
the plays frequently, but did not ap­
pear in his other works, as they were 
not adapted. Why had Bacon made 
this collection? And how did these 
expressions come to be used in the 
plays? The author of Shakespeare 
used 500 new words. Most of these 
words were used in Bacon’s prose. Of 
the words used in the plays 98% per 
cent were used in the prose. The au­
thor of the plays must have known 
Latin. There was reason to believe 
that Shakespeare did not know a word 
of Latin. Similar expressions and 
similar phrases and sentiments were 
found on every page of Baconian prose 
as well as in Shakespearian poetry. A 
story of Walt Whitman was introduc­
ed to show the similarity of style in 
the two works. Shakespeare’s poetry 
was mostly in blank verse, while much 
of the Baconian prose was virtual 
blank verse. This point was illustrated 
by quotations from Bacon’s Henry 
VII. Again, the comparatively rare 
triplex form of sentence was a strik­
ing characteristic of both works. This 
triplex style ran through all the prose 
and all the poetry. Moreover, the lec­
turer had himself chosen over 1,000 
identical or similar expressions in the 
two authors, and gave a number of 
examples, including a passage in 
which both misquote Aristotle. Both 
were naturalists and anatomists: in 
fact, there was throughout an identity 
of opinion between the two writers, 
which he thought could only be ex­
plained by supposing them to be one 
and the same individual. They touch­
ed the same points of opinion thou­
sands of times, yet never differed. The 
only difference was that while in the 
philesophical works the points were 
teuohed in the abstract, ip the plays

AVefie table Prep aration for As­
similating theTood and Regula­
ting the Stomachs and Bowels of

IxiAiNisv C mvnniA

Promotes Digestion,Cheerful­
ness and Rest.Contains neither 
Opium,Morphine nor Mineral.
Not Narcotic.

THAT THE
Ifac-simile

SIGNATURE
-------OF-------

Jlcapt of gldH-SAMCILPITCSSB.
Pwnflm Smi~
AbrStnno ♦
A'ndWZe S'Jtt —
Jbùn3m& *

A perfect Remedy for Constipa­
tion, Sour Stomach.Diarrhoea, 
Worms .Convulsions .Feverish 
ness and Loss OF SLEEP.

lac Simile Signature ot
C&A/rfZz&v-

NEW YORK.
. sXI G, iiioiillv» oltl ,
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EXACT COPY OF WRAPPEB.

IS ON THE

WRAPPER
OF EVERT

BOTT3YE of

custom#
Caetoria is put up in one-size bottles only, It 

is not sold la bulk. Don't allow anyone to sell 
you anything else or. the plea or promise that it 
is 11 just as good” and "will answer every pur­
pose.” *5* See that you get 0-A-S-T-0-E-I-A, 
Thi Ue-

similt S/V/> t si. is si

cf s ■/, • w«v*w** wrapper.

and, 3, finally the active science, the 
real business and fortunes of the hu­
man race—the tragedies, “the foot­
prints of the Creator implanted on his 
creatures.”

As to the utility of proving that the 
work was Bacon’s, Dr. Bucke said that 
if the plays were the productions of 
that author they possessed an enor­
mously enhanced value and meaning 
as read in the light of his philosophical 
works. A new and inspired man would 
step for the first time on the stage of 
the world and exert a tremendous in­
fluence, a man who would be and con­
tinue a deathless source of the purest 
and most exalted inspiration.

Dr. Bucke held the attention of his 
hearers throughout his able argumenta­
tive effort, and good-naturedly agreed 
to answer any questions which might 
be asked. Several of those in the au­
dience took advantage of the oppor­
tunity. In answer to the question, 
“What object had Bacon in concealing 
his identity?” he said that he thought 
the explanation was found in the 
prayer. Perhaps more had been ac­
complished because of the conceal­
ment. Furthermore, had his identity 
been published Bacon would have pre­
judiced his chances of political ad­
vancement, as it was in the opinion of 
the lecturer, the fact that he was sus­
pected of writing Richard III. and sev­
eral of the other plays accounted for 
Bacon’s disfavor with Elizabeth. There 
was no evidence that Shakespeare liad 
ever seen the Queen.

With regard to the alleged corrup­
tion of Bacon when Attorney-General, 
a partial justification lay in the gen­
eral prevalence of the evil. In the 
writer’s own words: “I was the justest 
judge that was in England these fifty 
years; but it was the justest censure 
in Parliament that was these two hun- 

! dred years.” It had never been urged 
that his decision had been affected by 

j a bribe even after he fell from favor. 
In most of the crises it had been 
shown that the so called bribes had 
been of the nature of gifts made dur­
ing the course of the trial.

In answer to another question, the 
doctor said that it was not difficult 
to explain Bacon’s use of Shakespeare’s 

! name. A number of plays which no 
■ one believes were Shakespeare’s had 
his name on the title page. Acting was 

i Shakespeare’s business, and if anyone 
1 wished to conceal his identity when 
publishing a play the natural way was 
to give some actor credit for it. Bacon 
concealed the authorship of the son­
nets for a similar reason.

There was no doubt Bacon had writ­
ten inferior works, said Dr. Bucke, to 
another inquirer. The dialogues were 
probably written when he was very 
young, and the poor poems late in life, 
when his faculties were weakening. 
The good plays were kept for the fol­
ios, and for Shakespeare.

No doubt, Bacon would appear to be 
more consistent if he had acted out and 
out, but the problem raised was too 
large to be discussed at the mpment.

Prof. Sykes expressed the thanks of 
the meeting to the doctor for the able 
treatment of the subject which had 
been given. The argument had been 
raised by the doctor to a higher plane. 
For himself, while in his position of 
chairman, he could not enter into a 
controversy, he thought that the dis­
pute was one of direct against circum 
stantiai evidence. He regretted that 
Haywood, a contemporary of Shakes­
peare, had not carried out his inten­
tion, and written a history of the lit 
erary men of the time, as then there 
would no longer be a question. The
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treatment given had justified Dr.Bucke 
in a foremost place among the literary 
men of his time, alongside his friend, 
the author of the “Autocrat of the 
Breakfast Table.”

Dr. Bucke, in acknowledging the 
thanks, made a startling statement. 
When he was writing the present lec 
ture, he said, a personal tric'd of his, 
a doctor in New Jersey had discovered 
by actual signature of the plays, that 
Francis Bacon was the author of them. 
This extraordinary discovery would be 
made public in a few weeks. He would 
be prepared to state in the course of a 
week or ten days: “Francis Bacon says 
that he wrote the plays, and that he 
signed the plays.”

Many comments ensued among the 
members of the audience, which had a 
decidedly literary tone. There was a 
general disinclination to surrender a 
cherished belief, but a general acknowl­
edgment that the doctor had made out 
a tremendously strong case if, indeed, 
he had not absolutely proven his con­
tention.
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