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CHAPTER IX,

Theugh the words amazed him, the
friendly smile reassured him. BShe had
pever spoken to him in such a fashion
pefore; nope the less, however, Was
he charmed by the sweet voice, and by
the smile that played round the lovely
lips. ,

“De you think,” he said, “that I
should do for the army, Lady Iris?
You may consider me presumptuous;
but those words of yours have remain-
ed in my memory—they have saved me
from giving myself up to a life of idle-
ness and folly. Now when I ask you
to confirm them, do not turn from me
with cold disdain and light cruel
words. I may be very much beneath
you, Lady Iris,- but I have a heart
which can suffer and a soul that.may
be worth saving. One word frem you
will influence my whole life.”

“I cannot advise you; I do not know
your tastes and habits.”

“I can shape them," he said, “ in any
way. Let me tell you this much;
thére is something in this life I want
to win—an object I want to attain, I
would give anything to win it."”
“What is it?” she asked wondering-
Iy. “
“The love of a woman,” he replied—
*of a woman who is far above me.”

“Then why seek it, if you can never
reach it7" she asked.

“] am determined to reach it; and
I have vowed to make my life-pur-
suits the ladder by which I shall reach
it. Wlll you help me by telling me

what careeryyou think would suit me:

best ?”

“Honestly speaking, I do not know,”
8he replied. “You forget that we are
almost strangers.”

“Nay, I cannot admit that,” he said.
"I -know that you feel kindly towgrd
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me, Lady Iris. Do you met?”

“Yeog, most certainly I de,” she ang-
'wered; “but to feel kindly toward any
‘one, and to be able ta suggest a caresy,
or even advise about one, are very
different things. I should have thought
you would have feund enough to do
upop your father's large estate with-
out seeking anything outside your ewn
home.”

“It would not satisfy me!" he eried.
“I want more to do, I must have a
superabundance of emergy, for I find
myself always longlng for work. Do
you think, Lady Iris, that I should find
& suitable sphere for work in the
army? What do you think?"

“I think,”" she replied slowly, “that
po man can serve two interests, If
you are to be a goed landlerd, you
cannot at the same time be a hard
working officer—the thing is impos-
sible.”

“Then the army ia hengeforth =
sealed book to me,” he said; but Lady
Iris held up her hand with a wsrnins
gesture,

“You must not say that. Indeed I
have neither the wish ner the inten-
tion to guide you in the least. I weuld
ngt undertake  such & responaibility
with a’brother of my own, it I had
one.”

“I hope,” he sald, bending forward
eagerly, “that I shall be able to induce
you to do for me what you would not
do for s brother of your own, Lady
Iris.” 5

She drew back with a haughty gest-
ure which he would not notice, and re-
joined coeldly and proudly—

“I do not know why you should say
that, Mr. Bardon. I said once—and If
you speak to me often about it, I shall
repent having spoken the words—that
I was interested in your career; but
it is only the interest that one feels
in all self-reliant characters, and, let
me add, in all near neighbors.”

“Youn certainly do the best you ean,
Lady {ru. to take all the kindness
from your words.” And there was
something so pitiful and so pathetic
in his voice that she hesitated, then

1 smiled, and said—

“One hardly knows what to say to
you.”

“Say something kind!" he cried, “I
am sure that kindness goes furthest!”

“I do noet want to go far, as yYou exs
press it,” answered Lady Iris; “that
is the very thing I wish to aveid.”

His countenance ml and nu eyes
darkened.

“Is there ln! objectlon to yonr uy-
ing this, ‘I wish you God-luod John
Bardon'?™ :

_“There is mo particular ob!ooun.”
she replied. “At the same time I gee
no reason for-saying it.”

“At least say. ‘I wish you well,’ You
anqot refuse to say that!”

“I wish you well, Mr, Buden." nu
sald; “and now our interview must
end.”
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|~ “Have you counted the ligt of
wounded, Iris?’ esid the ear! laugh-

|ingly to his daugbter. “I should

imagine it to be &.long ope” ",

tionally paps,” she goswered. “I cau-
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1 thing for love.
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family have been like state m
—lmmhﬂlﬂlotodovﬂhtbm
The love-matohes have been few and
far_botwesn, apd they ‘have net all
been prosperous.” < Hia face clouded,
as it did slways whén he spoke of
love or marriage. “Some of our race,”
he continned, “have luﬂlud every-
I remember’'the story
o ape wember of our family who mar-
‘led ‘2 beantitu! noble lady, who had a
1arge fortune, He did not love her, al-
though they lived happily enough af-
ter a fasbion; but after her death, my
dear, he met some one whem he loved
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with: all his-heart. She was not quite | i

his equal; hut he married Bor, took
her away from the-world, snd lived
with her for ppe year~a year of un-
speakable bliss in a-hidden paradise,
and then she died. The happiness of

his life was cemcentrated in that ome |l -

year."
"And ahe died, papa?’ said Lady

Yris, mounrfully.

“Yes, died, Iris—go I have read that | bm

for hours after her death he sat hold- . |

ing the hasd of the only woman he
ever loved, and refused to be parted

from her, and that after she was bur- |}

jed those whia had éharge of him used | il
sometimes to awnke in the night and |

find him missing, and, on going to his

wife’'s grave, would discover him 1y- | hmm

ing on it with outstretched arms.
Think, Iris, of the love that drew him
out inte the cold and darknegs to be
near to her whom he had lest.”

He heaved a deep sigh; and she
looked at him curiously.

“Papa, where did you read that? I
should like te read it too,”

*“] will show yeu some day,” he re-
plied, “when we go to Fenton Woods,
The whole of the family pecerds ard
kept there; and we will go over them
together.”

“There is ope thing that strikeg me,
papa,” she said. “I have mever heard
of a Fayne who married béneath him,
whe brought a shadow en our name
by marrying one not worthy to bear
it”

“No,” he replied;
is, What makes a woman unworthy to
bear it? King Cophatus” married a
beggar-maid; but-no one eyver said she
was not fit to be a queen,”

‘“Phat was an exceptional case; bo-
sides, he t7as a king.”

The earl looked anxiously at his
dsughter.

“I suppose, Iris, that nothing would
induee you, for instance, to marry a
man whom you considered beneatn
you?”

A fush spread over-the lovely face
and the beautiful eyes flashed.

“I merry heneath, papa? It would
be far easier for me to die—you un-
derstand, to die!"

“] understand, my dear,” he replied
quickly, .

“I should never love, papa, as you
expressed it, beneath me; I could not,
I have been trained to live according
to the spirit of the words, “Held with
bonor.” I should not hold my name
in honor if I gave it to one who was
unfitted by birth and training to bear
it» o

(to be continued.)
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BON MARCHE

(Opp. Bowring Bros.) 268 Water Street. ,
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We are operfing our New Fall Goods every
day, and the values are better than:ever. Prices
that make people’ talk-about us everxwhere._
Heavy Bed Ticking, per yard .. .. .. .. ..40c.
36 inch Percale, per yard ..-.. .. .. .. ..2bc.
Men’s Police Braces, per pafr s i .. 40¢.
Men’s Work Shirts (with collar), each .. . .85c.
Men’s Work Shirts (with collar), each .. ..89c.
36 inch Cretonnes (splenidd line), per.yd, . .25¢,
36 inch Striped Flannelette, per yard .. ..35e,
Cotton Serge, in latest éhecks, per yard ,,20c,

SEE OUR WINDOWS!

BON MARCHE

268 Water Street.
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Spare Tlme Study.

No matter if your schooling was llnlted—l! you do have to
work long bhours. If you really want to be- prepared when
your chance comes, THE INTERNATIONAL CORRESPDND-
ENCE SCHOOLS will prépare you in your spare time; Terms
on application to

ARTHUR R. STANSFIEIJD, Repmenuﬂ",
Box 1016." :
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