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CHAPTER xxxvm.

Men come round her in the inter-
vals of the dancing, eager and anx-
fous to get a chair, an ice, to lead
her to the cool alcoves, to hold her
fan, to pay her any attention, how-
ever small, All the room but her-
self sees that she has been elected
belle of the ball, and envy fills the
hearts of her sex accordingly. Angry
glances shoot from the eyes of the fair
maskers, and low, spiteful whispers
breathe from red lips; but Pault, with
calm smile and absent, dreamy eyes,
{s all unconscious and ignorant of
giving offence.

She is so’surrounded at this period
of the nlﬁ:t by her court that Alice
finds some difficulty in approaching
her, and when she does can scarcely
get an opportunity of whispering the
warning she has come to bestow. -

“Well, my dear,” she Sayu. “I should
think you are enjoying yourself!”

It is very amusing,” says Paula,
quietly, taking her fan, as she speaks,
from a French count, who hands it
with & bow almost to the ground.

“For you,” says Alice, meaningly.

“What do you mean?’ asks Paula,
innocently.

“Look there,” answers Alice; and

Paula, following the direction of
Alice’s eyes, sees Stancy, standing at
a distance, glowering at the group
of which she is the centre with a
sulky frown.
- 3¢ ig very amusing, doubtless,” says
Alice, with an iron-real smile, “But
take care. It would scarcely be wise
to make our young friend and be-
trothed too jealous.”

‘Pn.ul colours.

“Y cannot help these gentlemen

m/ round me, I wish they
would not; it is quite warm emough.
Iam qulh ready to o home,” coldly.

“Nonsense!” laughs -Alice, taking
fright. “Don’t look like that, pray.
But give poor Stancy andther dance
i you can.”

*“There is the card,” says Panla,
handing her the dainty programm?

“Tt is' quite full” says Alice, with
& shrug of her white shoulders. “Hap-
py girl! Well, I will go and pacily
him, and you mast talk to him be-
tween the dneu. poor fellow!”

Paula turns her head away coldly;
but when the mext partner comes to
claim his waltz she pleads weariness
and begs to'be excused.

He is a young Frenchman, and too
polite to press his clainis.

“Mademboiselle may well-be weary
of so much homage,” he says in ex-
cellent English, and with a- polished
bow. “Permit me to conduct you to
& quieter spot; the music, charming
though it be, wearies the air after
time. Supper will be announced very
soon. Permit me, mademoiselle,” and
he leads her out of the crowd into a
recess deserted for a moment.

“Now,’ 'he says, humbly and rev-
erently ,and fully aware that envious
eyes are fixed on him, “allow me to
obtain an ice, a drink of water, to re-
fresh you.

“Thank you; a glass of water,” says
Paula, gratefully.

He makes a profound bow, hands
her her fan and domino, ahd disap-
pears, his crimson cloak--he 18 &
Mephistopheles—gleaming amidst the
crowd, and Paula leans back and
rests,

Apparently a glass of water is not
easily procured, for he i{s gone some
time, and Paula has given him up for
lost, and is looking for Alice or Mr.
Palmer—for she is quite alone for a
wonder~~when she seés & tall, thin
gentleman in a court costume of Louis
X1V, thread his way through the
crowd and approach her.

Something in the delicate, mincing
geit, in the carriagé of the silver-tip-
ped cane which he holds in his hands,

4 strikes Paula as being familiar to her,

and she watches the figure as it
comes nearer; but she does not recog-
nise it until it stands before her and
says in the soft, insinuating voice she
remembered so well;

“Dare I believe my" eyes! Is this
too much happiness, or is it—Miss
Paula?’ and he takes off his mask and
extends his hand.

It is the Honourable Major Ver-
court, his smoeth face, on which not
a wrinkle shows, net a day older;
nay, a year younger, if anything; the

than of yore.
major himself,
l Paula stares as if a ghost has aris-
en, as, indeed, one has, from that past
which never leaves her, and she gives
him her hand with a breathless amaze-
ment.

“What a wonderful thing life is,”
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side her, and raising his thin, white
nng:rs with a gesture of surprise and
delight. “To think that we should
meet here in this cornér of the world!
And yet it but fulfils my prophecy.

& You would ask what that is? My dear
'Miss Paula, the first time I saw you,

at the house of our esteemed friend
Mr. Palmer, I sald to that worthy gen-
tleman himself, if I remember right-
ly, ‘That young lady is too beautiful,
too charming, not to have a great
career,”” and you see I was right,
Months elapse, time flies by, and we
meet again; I the prophet, you the
belle of this brilllant assembly.”

Paula smiles faintly, ironically; but
he shakes his powdered head.

“No, no, it is quite true. xon are
the belle, the reigning queen, My
dear child—pardon an old man’s fa-
miliarity—your name is on every lip,
the women envy you, the men are
mad about you. I left a group of
young men in the refreshment-room a
few minutes ago, and they were em-
ployed—how? Toasting you in cham-
pagne—'to the fair Moonlight, the
most lovely of her sex!’ I assure you.”

And he lays his white hand on his
satin-covered and artistically 'padded
bosom .

Paula looks at him with the same
quiet, incredulous smile,

“Do not think I flatter,” he says in
the soft, insinuating, mock-earnest
tones she remembered so well; “I but
speak the plain, vulgar truth—you
have the world at your feet to-night,
Miss Paula.”

Paula laughs, and there is a bitter
tone in the Jaugh, The world! But
a year ago she had one man whom she

! counts more than all the world at her

feet, and where is he?
“Have you seen my sister Alice?”
she says, for the sake of saying some-

'thing.

“Yes,” says the old courtler; “and
she, too, has her triumphs, But it is
you who have won the world by
storm.” '

“It would be rude to contradict you,”
says Paula, wearily; ‘“but the world
is easily won!”

And she slgh's.

“It is always s0,” he says, toying
with the laced hat he holds in his left
hand—“always so. ‘I came, I saw, I
conquered!’® That is your story, my
child. Ah, how happy and proud my
dear young friend—if he will permit
me, to call him so—must be,”

Paula is silent.

“Happy Mr. Palmer!” he says, lay-
| ing his hand on his heart, and eyeing
her with a gallant smile.

Paula looks down gravely.

“Now,” he goes on, with a light air
of persiflage, “if I did my duty I should
go and congratulate him on his good

' | fortune, which I have heard of to-

night for the first time; but I cannot,
In simple truth, I envy him too much.
But, my dear Miss Pauls, I wish you
every happiness.” »

Some' impulse she cannof resist
compels Paula to retort:

“You that on a former occas-
fon, Major Verlcourt.”

He looks at her out of the corners
of his eyes.

“1 do not forget, my dear child; but
1 did it with compunction. You al-
lude to my poor Rick. My dear child,
I knew, I even ventured to say, that
he was not worthy of you.”

‘Paula is silent, but her eyes fix
themselves on the false face. :

“No!"” he says, emphatically; /ot
A
pood fellow! 1, his uncle, may be per-

q

| |mitted to say so much for him, but
| worthy of you! Never! W"%
gv“m,u
-,Mmu\mmmm

Rick has, I must with sorrow confess,
disappointed me. He promised well,
but—" "~ Another eloquent wave.
“Is—is he married?” asks Paula, an
eager curiosity devouring her.
“Married? He may be! nothing
more likely,” returns the major.
should say that he was. But this is
an unpleasant subject, my dear Miss
Paula;
be of yours. What an admirable
young man is our dear friend Mr.
Stancy! 1 have had the pleasure of
renewing my acquaintance with him
this evening, and his father, too. I
met him refreshing himself with iced
champagne but ten minutes ago. Ah,
my dear child, if you will allow me
to say so, yours is a wise choice.
Never since that historic pile reared
its head has it owned a more beau-
tiful mistress than Miss Paula Est-
court will make! Never—who is this?”
he breaks off, smoothly, as the French
gentleman stands before them with

the long-sought glass of water in his |

hand.

“Mademoiselle is engaged!” says
the courteous Frenchman, with a bow.

“Pray do not let me deprive you of
your tete-a-tete,” says the major in
his soft French; “mademoiselle and I
are old friends, and I will, I humbly
trust, have many opportunities of con-
verse. Monsieur, I resign her to your
charge,” and the major, with an elab-
orate bow, returned as#laborately by
the Frenchman, retires,

Paunla takes the glass in her hand,

but it trembles so that she can scarce-

ly hold it. Rick married!
suspected it long ago; but—
“Mademoiselle is hot, wearied!”
says the young Frenchman in accents
I have

She had

of despair, “and is very faint.
been so long!”

“No, no,” says Paula, pushing the
thick hair from her forehead; "but it
is so hot, and—and the music is so
loud!” 908

“I understand,” he says, eagerly.
“Let me conduct you out of the hear-
ing of the band—excellent but loud,”
and he offers her his arm.

Paula takes it mechanically.

The Frenchman looks round eager-
ly . Noth'ng would delight him more
than to have ner to himsell for a quiet
five minutes. He looks round, and at
last sees a wide door-way, hcavily
masked by thick tapestry curtains.

“Here. will be some quietude,” he
says in his quaint English, and ho
steers her through the crowd to the
door, and opening it, leads her
through.

(To be continued.)
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Misses’ and Children’s
Straw Hats.
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Children’s White Silk Hats.

JUST OPENED.

These goods are smart and good value, and
you will be wise to see them at once. While it
does seem a bit early to be thinking of Children’s
White Silk Hats, we can say you will be well ad-
vised to buy now, as owing to the way silk has
been advancing in price
later, and even have difficulty in getting them.

ou may not do as well

RS SN B TS T B S E O K 1)

QYS9 |99

HENRY BLAIR

Vel elalalalalal el et ol al ol a) ol ololekal

No Matter How the Fire
b ¥ C&Md

if you're not insured, you're a

loser.
your ‘pelicies. * We give you the
best compames and reasonable
rates.

PERCIE JOHNSON,

Insurance Agent.

Just Arrived
Shipment of

TRENCH COATS,

in Navy and Khaki.

48 and 40.

slzes 28,

Also an exciusive line of

Tweeds, Serges, Worsteds

Taks time to see about

Fashion
Plates,
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LADIES’ HOUSE GOWN OR LOUNQ.
ING ROBE.
42

(Perforated for BSack Length (g
Straight or Pointed Outline.)

Pattern 8114 furnishes this model,
It is cut In 4 Sizes: Small, 32.Y;
Medfum, 36-88; Large, 40-42, and Ex.
tra Large, 44-46 inches bust mes.
sure. Size Medium requires 63 yards
of 86’ inch material for the garment
ih full length, and 4% yars for sack
length.

A pattern of this {llustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10c in
sllver or ltamps.

A GOOD SUIT STYLE FOR THE
SMALL BOY.

2748—~For the blouse, one could use
galatea, ginghamn;-drill, or linen; for
the trousers, these materials are suite
egble too, and likewise flannel, serge,
velvet. and corduroy.

The Pattern is cut in 4 sizes:
b and 6 years. Size 4 requires 1%
of 27 ffieh’ materiai for the waist, and
1% yanfl for the trousers

A pattern of thig illustration mafled
to any address.on receipt of 10 cents
An silver or stamps,

3 4
yard

Noi o oo sa 0a

“ ,Bln..-.s..u;._..,......--

AT
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SLATTERY'’S

Wholesale Dry Goods

a.e now offering to tho trade the following

English and American Dry Goods,

English Curtain Net,

English Art Muslin.

White Nainsook.'

Children’s White Dresses

Misses’ Colored Dresses,

Gent's Whiie Hudku'-
chiefs.

‘Also a very large mﬂuﬁ of MwAm

White Curtains.
Valance Net. '
White Seersucker,
cuumm Gingham

L-dlt: m«chlofl.

“advertissments from

{Dnlou seeking

I)!JQ)‘J@Q{J;JLJ‘,»,-J'_t-.;g-,g;|){J"Q'ul~.}

Address in full:—
N“.“..NN.“-‘I-N‘-‘N'.
--‘u;-u»qnub‘y-.—luﬂll
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LONDON DIRECTORY,

(Published Annually)
enables traders throughout the World
% communicate direct with English

MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS
Lin each class of goods. Besides be'nf
s complete commercial guido to Loa
don and SBuburbs, it contains 'ats of

EXPORT MERCHAATS
with the goods they ship, and the Ooi
enlal and Foregn Markets thoy sup
rly; also
PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES

Lo leading Manufacturers, Merchanth

‘otc., in the principal Provinclal Towné
| ‘and Industrial Centres of the Usnited

' Kingdom. .

Business Csids of Merchauts 3%

BRITISH AGENCIES
ean now he printed under each traé?

Io which they are interested st & coft

o $6 for each trade heading. Large!
§15 to $60.

. & copy of the directory will be sent

‘by post.on receipt of postal orders fot

8750,
he London Director)
y, Lid.,
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