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zcrowding ' round BIS. I wish they 
would not; It le quit# warm enough. 
I am quite ready to go home," coldly.

"Nonsense!" laughs Alice, taking 
fright "Dont look like that, pray. 
But give poor Btency another dance 
if you can."

"There le the card," says Paula, 
handing her the dainty programme

"It Is' quite toll," says Alice, with 
a shrug of her white shoulders. "Hap­
py girl! Well, -I will go and pacify 
him, and you most talk to him be­
tween the dances, poor fellow!"

Paula turns her head away coldly; 
but when the next partner cornea to 
claim his waits she pleads weariness 
and begs to"be excused.

He la a young Frenchman, and too 
polite to press his claims.

“Mademoiselle may well be weary 
of so much homage," he says in ex­
cellent English, and with ■ polished 
bow.
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says the major, seating himself be­
side her, and raising hie thin, white 
fingers with n gesture of surprise and 
delight. "To think that we should 

'Permit me to conduct you to ' meet here in this corner of the world!
For sale by all PrnggiaU and fin»* 

class Grocers.

The Romance
OF A

Marriage.
CHAPTER XXXVIII.

Men come round her In the Inter­
vals ol the dancing, eager and anx­
ious to get a chair, an Ice, to lead 
her to the cool alcoves, to hold her 
fan, to pay her any attention, how­
ever email. All the room but her­
self sees that ehe has been elected 
belle of the hall, and envy fills ths 
hearts of her sex accordingly. Angry 
glances shoot from the eyes of the fair 
maskers, and low, spltsful whispers 
breathe from red lips; but Fault, with 
culm smile snd absent, dreamy «yes, 
Is all unconscious and Ignorant of 
giving offence.

She Is so‘surrounded at this period 
of the niât by her court that Alice 
finds some difficulty in approaching

Grove’s O-Pen-Trate Salve
Opens the Pores and Penetrates

A Remedy for Chest Colds, Head Colds, Sore 
Throat, Stiff Neck, Earache, Spasmodic Croup 
and kindred ailments. Apply freely to the skin 
just over the affected parts and rub it in.
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Alice, with an iron-real amlle. “But 
take care. It would scarcely he wise 
to make our young friend and be­
trothed too Jealous."

Paul colours.
I cannot help these gentlemen

a quieter spot; the mnele, charming ] And yet It hut fulfils my prophecy.
You would aek what that isT My dear 
Mise Paula, the first time I saw you, 
at the house of our esteemed friend 
Mr. Palmer, I said to that worthy gen­
tleman himself, If I remember right­
ly, 'That young lady Is too beautiful, 
too charming, not to hare a great 
career," and you see I was right. 
Months elapse, time files by, and we 
meet again; I the prophet, you the 
belle of this brilliant aesembly.”

Paula smiles faintly, Ironically; but 
he shake* his powdered head.

"No, no, It le quite true. You are 
the belle, the reigning queen. My 
dear child—pardon an old man’s fa­
miliarity—your name Is on every lip, 
the women envy you, the men are 
mad about you. I left a group of 
young men In the refreshment-room a 
few minutes ago, and they were em­
ployed—bow? Toasting you In cham- 
pagne—‘to the fair Moonlight, the 
most lovely of her sex!’ I assure you."

And he lays his white hand on his 
satin-covered and artistically padded 
bosom .

Paula looks at him with the earns 
quiet, incredulous smile.

“Do not think I flatter," he says in 
the soft, insinuating, mock-earnest 
tones she remembered so well; "I but 
speak the plain, vulgar truth—you 
have the world at your feet to-night, 
Mies Paula."

Paula laughs, and there is a bitter 
tone In the Jaugh. The world! But 
a year ago she had one man whom she 

* counts more than all the world at her 
feet, and where le he?

"Have you seen my aliter Alice?!’ 
ehe eays, for the sake of saying some­
thing.

“Yes,” saya the old courtier; ‘‘and 
she, too, has her triumphs. But it is 
you who have won the world by 
storm."

It would be rude to contradict you," 
says Paula, wearily; "but the world 
is easily won!”

And she sighs.
“It is always so,” he says, toying 

with the laced hat he holds In his left 
hand—“always so. T came, I saw, I 
conquered!* That Is your story, my 
child. Ah, how happy and proud my 
dear young friend—it he will permit 
me to call him so—must be."

Paula la silent.
“Happy Mr. Palmer 1” he says, layr 

Ing his hand on his heart, and eyeing 
her with a' gallant smile.

Paula looks down gravely.
“Now,” he goes on, with a light air 

Of persiflage, “if I did my duty I should 
go and congratulate him on hie good 
fortune, which I hare heard of to- 
nigbt for the first time; but I cannot. 
In simple truth, I envy him too much. 
But, my" dear Mies Paula, I wish you 
every happiness.’’ >

Some Impulse ehe canno^ resist 
compels Paula to retort:

“You dl^ that on a former occas­
ion, Major Vericourt."

He looks at hsr out of ths corners 
of his eyes.

"I do not forget, my dsar child; but 
I did It with compunction. Yon al­
lude to my poor Rlok. My dear child, 
I knew, I sven ventured to say, that 
be wm not worthy of you."

Paula is silent, but her eyes fix 
themselves on tbs false face.

"NoI” be says, emphatically; "bet 
bait worthy ef you. Poor Rlekl A 
good fellow I I, bis uncle, stay be per­
mitted to say so much tor him, but 
worthy of you! Never! ’Let us for­
get him!"

“Where Is ho?” says Paula, abrupt­
ly; a curious way of acceding te the 
majors’ request that they should for­
get him. .

The major waves a thin hand In ths 
air*

“Echo answers ’Where!’" he save. 
“My dear Miss Paula, I do not know.

though it he, wearies the air after a 
time. Supper will be announced very 
soon. Permit me, mademoiselle,’• and 
he leads her out of the crowd Into n 
recess deserted for a moment

"Now,1 Tie eays, humbly and rev­
erently And tally aware that envious 
eyes are fixed on him, "allow me to 
obtain an lee, • drink of water, te re­
fresh you.

"Thank you; a glass Of water,” eays 
Paula, gratefully.

Hs makes a profound bow, hands 
her her fan and domino, and disap­
pears, his crimson cloak—he le * 
Mephlstophelee—gleaming amidst the 
crowd, and Paula leans back and 
rests.

Apparently a glees of watsr Is not 
easily procured, for he Is gone some 
time, and Paula hM given him up for 
lost, and Is looking tor Alice or Mr. 
Palmer—for she Is quite alone for a 
wonder—when ehe sees a tall, thin 
gentleman In a court costume of Louis 
XIV. thread h(e way through the 
crowd and approach her.

Something In the delicate, mincing 
gait, in the carriage of the silver-tip­
ped cane which he holds In Ms hands, 
strikes Paala as being familiar to her. 

,e watches the figure as It 
nearer; hut she does not recog­

nise it until it stands before her and 
in the soft, insinuating voice ehe 

embered so well;
"Dare I believe mf eyes! Is this 

too much happiness, or is it—Miss 
Paula r and he takes off his mask and 
extends Me hand.

It Is the Honourable Major Ver- 
court, Me smooth face, on which not 
a wrinkle shows, net a day older; 
nay, a year younger. If anything; the 
smile sweeter, more Ingratiating even 
than of yore. It Is the ever-green 
major himself.

Paula stares m It a ghost has aris­
en, as, indeed, one has, from that past 
wMch never leaves her, and she gives 
him her hand with a breathless amass­
ment

"What a wonderful thing life Is,"
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Rick hM, I must with sorrow confess, 
disappointed me. He promised well, 
bet—" Another eloquent wave.

•Te—Is he married?” Mks Pauls, an 
eager curiosity devouring her.

"Married? He may bel notMng 
more likely,” returns the major. "I 
should say that he wm. But this la 
an unpleasant subject, my dear Miss j 
Paula; It we talk of marriage, let It 
be of yours. What an admirable 
young man Is our dear friend Mr. 
Btancy! I have had the pleasure of 
renewing my acquaintance with him 
thla evening, and hie father, too. I 
met Mm refreshing himself with Iced 
champagne but ten minutes ego. Ah, 
my dear cMld, If you will allow me 
to say eo, yours Is a wise choice. 
Never since that historic pile reared 
lte head has It owned a more beau­
tiful mistress than Miss Paula Bit- 
court will make! Never—who Is this?” 
hs breaks off, smoothly, m the French 
gentleman stands before them with 
the long-sought glMS of water In his 
hand.

“Mademoiselle Is engaged I" says 
the courteous Frenchman, with a bow.

"Pray do not let me deprive you of 
your tete-a-tete,” eaye the major In 
Ms soft French; “mademoiselle end I 
are old trlende, and I will, I humbly 
trust, have many opportunities of con­
verse. Monsieur, L resign her to your 
charge," and the major, with an elab­
orate bow, returned as Baborately by 
the Frenchman, retires.

Paula takes the glass In her hand, 
but It trembles so that she can scarce­
ly hold It. Rick married! She had 
suspected It long ago; but—

“Mademoiselle Is hot, wearied!” 
says the young Frenchman In accents 
of despair, “and Is very faint. I have 
been so long!"

“No, no," says Paula, pushing the 
tMck hair from her forehead; "but It 
la so hot, and—and the music Is so 
loud!” ' -

“I understand," he says, eagerly. 
"Let me conduct you out of the hear­
ing of the band—excellent hut loud,” 
and he offers her his arm.

Paula takes It mechanically.
The Frenchman looks round eager­

ly . Noth'og would delight Mm more 
than to have her to himself tor a quiet 
five minutes. He looks round, and at 
last sees a wide door-way, heavily 
masked by thick tapestry curtains.

“Here will he some quietude,” he 
says In his quaint English, and ho 
steers her through the crowd to the 
door, and opening It, leads her 
through.

(To be continued.)
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SPRING and SUMMER

HATS.
Misses’ and Children’s

Straw Hats. 
Children’s White Silk Hats.

JUST OPENED.
These goods are smart and good value, and 

you will be wise to see them at once. While it 
does seem a bit early to be thinking of Children's 
White Silk Hats, we can say you will be well ad­
vised to buy now, as owing to the way silk has 
been advancing in price you may not do as well 
later, and even have difficulty in getting them.
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No Matter How the Fire 
fcvü is Caused
If you’re not insured, you’re a 
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your policies. We give you the 
best companies and reasonable 
rates.
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Pattern 8J14 furnishes this model I 
It Is cut In « Sizes: Small, 32-34;V 
Medium, 86-88; Large, 40-42, and Ex-1 
tra Large, 44-48 Inches bust mu-1 
sure. Size Medium requires 6% yards I 
of 88' inch material for the garment I 
lh full length, and 4% yars for aacX| 
length.

A pattern of this Illustration milled I 
to any address on receipt of 10c. tn| 
silver or stempi.
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a.e now offering to the trade the following

English and American Dry Goods.
Bnglleh Curtain Net 
English Art Muslin.
White Nainsook.
Children's White Dreeaea 
Misses’ Colored Dresses.
Gent’s White Handker­

chiefs.
'Also a very large assortment of SMALL WARES.

SLATTQtY’S DRY GOODS STORE,
Duckworth and George Streets.
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Valance Net i 
White Seersucker. 
Children’s Gingham 
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Ladles' Handkerchiefs. 
Gent’s Colored Handker­

chiefs.
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