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MclNNIS HEADS 
THE BISLEY TEAM

Two Crack Shots From Edmonton 
District Only Representatives 

From West on Team.

A DRAMATIC SUICIDE.

Ottawa, May 6.—Major Charles Win
ter, secretary of the Dominion Rifle 
Association, this afternoon announced 
the team which will represent Canada 
nt Bislcy in July, and which will be 
muter command of Lieut.-Colonel La- 
|„ ]lr, of Montreal, and Captain W. C. 
King, of Itowmanville, adjutant. 
t'mpmaJ D. Mcinnis, 19th C-M-B., 
Vimviiuvcr; Lieut.-Col. R. J. Shear- 
Kicliardson, 48th Highlanders, To
il, nto; Lieut. T. F. Elmott, 43rd 
C.O.R., Ottawa; Staff Sergeant H. 
Kerr, 4Sth Highlanders, Toronto ; Cap
tain XV. Hart McHarg, 6th D.C.O.R., 
ancouver; Lieut.-Colonel R. J. Shea1 - 
liifg. Sherbrooke, P.Q.; Captain C. R 
Crowe, 3';tli Regiment, Guelph, Ont.; 
Captain T. J. Murphy, 7th Fusiliers, 
London, Ont.; Color-Sergeant J. Free- 
biiu, i3t‘i Regiment, Hamilton; Lieut. 
C. H. Spittai, 5th company C.A.S.G., 
Ottawa; Sergeant F. H. Morris, 46tn 
Reg inn r,t. Bowmanville, Ont. ; Pri
va:,- A. Steele, 30th Regiment, Guelph. 
Out.. H‘i.-eant Major F. W. Utton, 
Ki lt.. 1r onto; Armourer Sergeant S. 
S. Brcwn, 19th C.M.R., Edmonton; 
Sergeant ' . F. Smith, G.G.B.G., Ot
tawa; Sergeant-Major D. A. Bethune, 
5th Royal Highlanders, Montreal; 
Private J. Leash, 2nd Regiment
Q. O.R.. Toronto; Captain M. Hope,
R. O., Mmtreal; Private E. H. Hay- 
stead, C3rd Regiment Bedford Basin, 
X.F. The waiting men who would 
qualify tor a place on the team should 
any of the first named be unable to 
go is beaded by Armourer Sergeant A. 
Martin, 15th Light Horse, Calgary.

Miner Tied Stick of Dynamite to Head 
and Fired it.

Virginia, Minn., May 6—A suicide 
which rivalled the dramatic death of 
Ling, one of the Chicago Haymarket 
anarchists, occurred here today, when 
John Urin, a young miner tied a 
stick of dynamite to his head and 
touched off the explosive. The ex
plosion occurred in the dining room 
of a boarding house. The man’s body 
was blown to atoms and the room was 
wrecked. He had called several wo
men in to see bun kill himself. When 
he struck the match the women ran 
from the room, but one of them was 
thrown down by the shock of the ex
plosion and severely injured. The 
young miner had been accused by his 
room mate of unlawful practices, and 
it is supposed that brooding over the 
<"hftrge prompted his suicidal act. He 
spent some time looking for his room
mate and it is supposed lie intended 
to kill him also.

MANUEL CROWNED

THE WORST CRIME 
OF THE CENTURY

Series of Shocking Ifurders Reveal
ed by Fire in Home of 

Indiana Woman.

TOFIELD TAXATION RATE.

Eight Mills on the Dollar—Assessment 
$241,861.

Tofieid, Alta., Mr.y 7—The total as
sessment of the village of Tofieid for 
the yenr 1908 is $241,861, and the rate 
of taxation 8 mills on the dollar. De
bentures to the amount of $2,000 will 
he issued shortly to assist in provid
ing for tlie estimated expendture in 
civic improvements this year. At a 
recent meeting of the council $1,000 
was voted for the purchase of a chem
ical lire fighting apparatus and $500 
for the erection, (*. a lire JiUii Other 
amount fw- lie e vended--by HKc^thriv» 
ing G. T. P. town this year are: $; 
inr wagon and tank for fire hrign'i 
$300 for a sneond tow,n well and 
pump, $400 for sidewalk», $200 for vil
lage cemetery anVl a $11)0 grant to the 
Tofieid hoard of trade..

The death occmr.ed on Thursday, 
April .'iiitli, of Allan Law, of Tofieid, 
formerly of Ayrshire. Scotland. He 
wen in the G7th year of his age and 
leaves a wife and three sons.

Charles Robarge, of Logan, who was 
well known in Edmonton, died on 
Wednesday morning last, aged 27 
years. He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. Bo barge, of Logan district, 
near Tofieid. The iuneral takes place 
today at 4 p.m.; interment at Logan.

La Porte, Ind., May 7.—Four other 
bodies of men dismembered have 
been dug out of the barnyard of Mrs. 
Bell Gunneas’ place on McClung road, 
brings the total number of victims in 
this most collossal crime of the new 
century to thirteen. Coroner Mack 
said today that after the workmen had 
dug up the last skeleton, he believed 
Mrs. Dimness had killed and buried 
on her premises at least 25 persons. 
It is now believed that one of the 
unidentified men was Clie C. Buds- 
pevg, a well-to-do business man of 
iMa, Wis. His three children arrive 
tomorrow morning and will make an 
effort to identify the body of their 
lathe it. among the ghastly exhibits in 
the -shed on the Gunness property, 
which has served as a storehouse for 
the awful fruits of that barnyard 
garden patch.

One of The Victims.
Budsberg answered one of Mrs. 

Gunness’ advertisements m March, 
1907. ft is not known exactly when 
lie xarrived at -the house, for Mrs. 
thinness.Wa s a secretive woman, kid 
mj “—

Youthful Monarch Was Yesterday 
Acclaimed King Amid Bril

liant Assemblage

Lisbon, May 7—With the custom
ary ceremony King. Manuel yesterday 
took an oath to support the constitu
tion and was formally proclaimed 
sovereign of Portugal and the Portu
guese possessions. The route from the 
palace to the parliament buildings, a 
distance of two miles, was guarded 
by soldiers. The king, wearing royal 
regalia and a crimson velvet mantle 
lined with ermine, iirove from the 
palace guarded by a large detachment 
ufi cavalry. A great gathering of titled 
and noble personages, diplomats and 
other dignitaries were assembled in 
the chamber of deputies where were 
placed the crown, sceptre and other 
royal insignia. A eruciiix and missal 
were laid beside the mrone.

Peers and deputies met the king 
at the entrance of the house and 
marched in procession to the thione 
where he stood holding the missal 
in his right hand and the sceptre in 
his left. His majesty pronounced the 
oath as follows:—

‘•f swear to maintain tlie Apostolic 
Roman Catholic religion and the in 
tegrity of the kingdom. 1 swear to 
observe and cause to be observed the 
political constitution of the Portu
guese nation and the other laws oi 
the kingdom and to care for the gen 
oval welfare of the nation, so far as 
it is in my power.”

There was no coronation; indeed 
the sovereign of Portugal never dons 
the crown which was consecrated to 
Portugal’s patron saint. Alter taking 
the oath the king addressed the bril 
liant assembly, and the president of 
the house of peers responded. Then 
the heralds acclaimed “The mostliigh 
most powerful and faithful king.’ 
Heralds and other officials wont to 
the balcony of the building and pro 
claimed the king to the crowd out 
side.

COERCION ACT REPEALED.

British House çf Commons Revokes Bill 
of l$$7. .

I.ondon, May 9.—By a vote of 201 to 
7 the bill repealing the Coercion Act of 
1637 passed its second reading in the 
House 6f Commons yesterday. Chief 
decretory Biwell strongly supported the 
measure declaring the Coercion act to be 
unconstitutional and intolerable and 
maintained that Ireland ns a whole was 
law-abiding although there -was, in cer
tain parts, a spirit of lawlessness which 
he deplored and said that any attempt 
to govern Ireland by coercion Would ho 
political insanity.

New Immigration Official.
Toronto, May 9.—A resolution ask

ing that the Dominion government ap
point an official at Toronto, whose 
duties it will be to instruct newly 
arrived Italians fn the broad princi
ples of Canadian law, was carried 
with unanimity and enthusiasm at a 
mass meeting of natives to-night. The 
hall was densely crowded with a good 
natured and orderly, if somewhat de
monstrative, assemblage. The chair 
was occupied by Dr. Smith, Italian 
consul.

The Manchester House
(Established 1886)

NEW PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE.

Matter Before Alberta Synod Now Comes 
Up at Vancouver.

Vancouver, May 8.—The question of 
the new Presbyterian college to be open 
od next week came before the British 
Columbia Synod there to-day. Rev. Prin
ciple) McKay, referring to a hot di.scus- 

ar#3* strècêssfuUy' horn -her4 Aiut« htht w*k at Edmonton said: “Tfce 
neighbors, the a#aw*t of whom lives attitude ef Alberta Irynod was most cor- 
néarlv a quarter of a mile away. But dtnl and the animation of the discussion

School Building Collapsed.

London, Ont., May 8.—The entire 
ceiling of a room in St, George's pub
lic school collapsed at noon to-day- 
just a$ about fifty of the pupils were 
leaving for lunch. Some fifteen or 
twenty were slightly injured.

GREAT BRITAIN 
HAS BIG SURPLUS

Premier Asquith Presents Budget 
Announcing a Surplus of 

$23,630,000

IN DISMAY THEY

Conservatives at Ottawq",Taken by 
the Ears by D. W- Boyle's 

Bomb,

At

London, May 7—The budget for the 
first time in years was presented to 
the House of Commons this afternoon 
by- Premier Asquith instead of by the 
chancellor of the exchequer. This de
parture from precedent is a result of 
the changes in the cabinet. Mr. As
quith, in his former capacity ns chan
cellor of the exchequer, prepared the 
budget and it was thought he should 
himself explain it to parliament. The 
House was crowded. After comment
ing on the preseht stagnant condition 
of trade throughout the world he an
nounced that Great Britain’s realized 
surplus for 1907-08 amounted to $23,- 
630,000, which would be largely ap
plied to the reduction of the national 
debt.

The debt, lie said, had been reduc
ed by approximately $90,000,000 dur
ing the last year, find a further re
duction oi about $75,000,000 would be 
effected. Commenting on the differen
tiation in income tax introduced in 
the last budget, Mr. Asquith said 
this had proved practicable, that it 
had worked easily, that it had re
moved irregularities, and brought in 
89,460,000 more1 ttiulf had been etrti--

Ottawa, May 7.—Jas. Oonmee (Lib
eral, Thunder Bay and Rainy River), 
resumed the debate on the Hon. M1. 
Aylesworth’s election bill in the 
House of Commons this afternoon, 
citing instances where the enumera
tors appointed by the Ontario govern-' 
merit were employed by the govern
ment candidates. In another case at 
Fort William no one was aware that 

-the enumerator was at work at all. 
History and the records oi the courts, 
he declared, should preclude the op
position front attacking the bi)l on 
the ground of past corruption.

Dr. Roche (Conservative Marquette) 
declared that there was nothing in 
the bill to minimize the Manitoba 
and British Columbia grievances, if 
any existed. Hon. Mr. Greemvay’s 
(Liberal, Lisgar.) asertione were ab
solutely unfounded, and were only 
surpassed by the shameful imputa
tions of D. W. Bole. He challenged 
Mr. Greemvay’s statement that some 
people had travelled hundreds of 
miles to register. The province was 
splendidly supplied with registration 
places., and he declared it impossible 
to unlawfully get on the lists without 
commiting perjury.

John Crawford (Liberal, Portage la 
Prairie), asked about the three alien 
at Morris.

Dr. Roche replied that the names, 
were put on the wrong form, but the 
judge ordered the names put on, de
claring that no mere technicality 
should stand in the wav of their be
ing allowed to vote. No complaints 
had been made in the legislature as 
to the way the lists were prepared, 
and the Opposition leader, Hon Mr. 
Mickle, in the legislature declared 
them the cleanest the province ever 
bad, and Mr. Mickle’s only complaint 
(vas the heavy expense oi the annual 
revisions, but the Conservatives were 
unwilling that the expense should in
terfere with fair play. There were 
one or two constituencies where the 
revision time was tco short, but he 
pledged himself this would be reme-
dlHc charged Mr. Greenway with in 
consistency in attacking’ tlie residence

Habitation, and, declaring Mi.

Moir Is Heading For the Border 
Humberstone.

Welland, May 6.—Moiiy the murderer, 
was seen at Humberstone on Monday 
morning. He entered the post office store 
and purchased a loaf of bread, and three 
cents worth of butter and passed out 
quickly. The postmaster-thought the cir
cumstances suspicious but did not think 
of Moir until shown a picture by a 
policeman. This confirms the report that 
Moir was in Dunnville, twenty miles 
west, on Saturday night. It is plain 
that* he is moving towards the border 
All ttains''are being searched at Niagara.

PRAIRIE FIRES 
RAGED FIERCELY

Battleford Scene of *Worst Fire in 
Years—Rain Stays Progress 

of Flames Here.

Aid. Moodie Victimized.

Calgary, May 6.—J. S. Cole, a theatri
cal man, is held by the police accused 
of defrauding Aid. Moodie out of three 
hundred dollars by means of a fraudu
lent check drawn on a bank in Portland 
Orcgcr..

RADICAL CHANGES 
IN CIVIL SERVICE

Merit Alone Will Advance Civil Ser
vants in Future—New System 

of Examination

Women’s Print 
and Sateen 
Wrappers

For Spring we are 
showing a good 
line of Women’s 
Print tWrappers,
I Ipuse Dresses and 
Sateen Wrappers.

1.25
to

3.50

W. Jolmsione Walker & 
Company - 

267 Jasper Avenue East

v a quarter of a mile away, 
on March 23rd, 1907. he appeared at 
La Porte National Bank with Mis. 
Gunness and made a draft on the Far
mers’ State Bank of Iola for $1,000. 
The money was placed to his credit 
here March 27th, and on April 6th 
he drew it out. Mrs. Gunness was 
with him then also.

More than six months later J. W. 
Crumpacker, cashier of La Porte Na
tional Bank, received a letter from J. 
O. Swenson, cashier of the Farmers’ 
State Bank of Iola, asking for informa
tion concerning Mr. Bursperg. Mr. 
Crumpacke# sent, a man to Mrs. Mun- 
ness’ house, and he asked the woman 
when and where Mr. Budsberg had 
gone.

“Oh, dear me,” exclaimed Mrs. 
Gunness, who talked to the bapk 
clerk out of the second story window 
and would not let hi nrinto the house, 
"Mr. Budsberg went to Oregon to 
buy land some time ago. He was 
only here a week or so .and J have not 
heard from him since he left.”

Finds Brother’s Body.
When A. Hebglcin came from Aber

deen, S.D., on Wednesday and in
sisted upon digging in the garden 
patch for his brother Andrew, a 
wealthy Aberdeen bachelor, who had 
also harkened to the siren's call, he 
uncovered a body sewn up in a 
gunny sack, which h • identified as 
his brother. When tlie mutilated 
body oi Jennie Olson, aged 18, the 
adopted daughter of Mrs. Gunness, 
and the bodies of two unidentified men 
and an unidentified woman were lift
ed out of their hiding place, at th 
same time the thought of Budsperg's 
disappearance flashed across Mr. 
'Crumpacker’s mind-

Hc telephoned to Iola today and 
learned that Budsporg is still missing. 
There was no doubt in the mind of 
Cashier Swenson \that one of those 
bone piles was once the body of the 
prosperous and highly respected Iola 
widower. With the exception of 
Budsperg, Jennie Olsen 4nd three 
children of Mrs. Gunness, whose char
red corpses were recovered from the 

i ruins, of the house after the fire, no 
identifications have bB-n made.

Confessed to One Murder.
Ln Farte, ItuL. May 7.^The most

last week was due to misapprehension 
of the resolution.” Rev. Dr. Campbell 
of Victoria went still further. He said: 
“Now that the assembly did not limit 
our boundaries in tlie east, I think we 
are at perfect liberty to cross the Rockies 
and invade Alberta. With all due de
ference to Principal Patrick of Winnipeg 
he has no right to say how far we shall 
go. We can perhaps go as far as Bran
don and ask Principal Patrick for con
tributions.”

Ur. Campbell declared that he believ
ed the new- college would have to be 
transferred from Vancouver to Victoria, 
in view of the fact that the provincial 
university would be established at ihe 
capital.

to 1 shilling 10 pence per hundred
weight.

THE AMEER IS LOYAL 
TO BRITISH CROWN

Says Dr. Winter, Physician to Afghan 
Court, But He Fears To Excite 
Antipathy of Populace By Open 
Demonstration of Loyalty. His 
Brother Working For Hi^ Down
fall. *

London, May 7.—Dr. Winter, phy
sician to the Ameer of the Afghan 
court, declares that the Ameer is per
sonally loyal to Britain. He confirms 
the reports of the intriguing of the 
Ameer’s, brother, who is hostile to the 
British,* and scheming for the down
fall of his brother, to which end he 
is working his utmost to excite native 
prejudices and distrust against the 
foreigners. The Ameer does not feel 
strong enough to combat them effec
tively. Dr. Winter is convinced that 
the Ameer would long ago have con 
sented to the Anglo-Russian agree
ment, but he fears the popular anti 
pathy, and is unable to overconle the 
pressure of Nasrullah Khan. He 
feels himself practically isolated, and 
is ill through mental worry. Dr. Win
ter asserts that large quantities of 
arms and ammunition have been tnk-

____ Affidavits as hot bearing the- im-
mated. The new budget reduced thei^rPS8 of truth, stated-that Rodueski,
duty on sugar from 4 shillings 2 pence,I w^0 signed one of the affidavits, was

criminal who had fled tlie country

TO BE SLAUGHTERING 
B* NEXT SEPTEMBER

Work is Now Being Rushed on the 
Big Packing Plant East of the 
City Limits—Agent is Already 
Purchasing Hogs.

usational development today in tlie an bito Afghanistan. When leaving
the country, ne met a caravan of 590 
camels loaded with rifles coming from 
British India. He did not state 
whether the Importation was war ma
terial sanctioned by the Ameer, who 
is not m the lÿast restricted by tlie 
treaty from importing arms. _

series of murders mystery is the te- 
port that Ray Lampher confessed 
during the niglit to participation in at 
least one of the many murdees per- 
pretrated by Mrs. Bella Gunness. who 
was burned with her three children 
in a fire last- week, and who is now 
supposed to have murdered at least 
25 persons. In a driving rain today 
Sheriff Smutzer, Coroner Mack and 
his assistants have begun tlie search 
fhr more bodies. Six more graves 
have been marked to.be opened.

Government Steamer Sinks.
Montreal, May 9.—The Canadian 

government steamer Montcalm, whieh 
was rammed last night in Quebec har
bor by the C.P.R. steamer Milwau
kee, sank at her moorings this after
noon. The damage was serkms, and 
will require a whole season for re
pairs. The Milwaukee proceeded to 
Montreal, only slightly damaged.

Is Texas For Bryan?

Galveston, May 7.—A hitter campaign 
is on against Senator Bailey of this State 
why is charged with being responsible for 
a three-cornered division of democracy 
in Texas and it is predicted among 
leaders of the State convention either 
to send the delegation to Denver without 
instructions or liactty split on the Bryan 
proposition for Democratic presidential 
nomineeX Reports front the county con 
ventions indicate that twenty-eight of 
them will instruct their delegates of 
the State convention to vote for Bryan 
and 20 others elected delegatee 
instructions.

(From Friday’s Bulletin.)

Through the courtesy of A. G. Har
rison, secretary of the board of trade, 
representatives of the Bulletin, Jour
nal and Manitoba Free Press had the 
pleasure yesterday afternoon of a run 
out by motor ear to the big packing 
plant and surrounding tarm territory.

Work is now being rushed on the 
plant upon which the contractors arc 
working, overtime to have finished by 
the* 1st \of September and ready for 
slaughtering operations.

At the present time there are be
tween ninety and a hundred men at 
work. The brick walls _have reached 
the fourth story and the roof is now 
being put on the lower part.

Excavations are also in progress at 
the northeast end for the boiler house 
upon which work will -be started as 
soon as the cellar is ready.

Tlie installation of the machinery 
will be begun whenever the interior 
is ready to receive, it.

J. Berkhart, who is in charge, states 
Hint he expects nearly twice as many 
lings will be raised in the district this 
year as there were last year. He has 
already started purchases and secured 
a car this week. Next week he ex
pects another car from Stoney Plain. 
These hogs are fed up at the stock 
yards and arc then shipped to Win
nipeg for slaughter.

Work on the G. T. P. Grade.
The gangs on the Grand Trunk Pa

cific are.also at work nearby and a 
30 loot fill is being made where the 
line crosses the Fort Saskatchewan 
trail, a short distance from the pack
ing plant.

The surrounding district presents a 
busy aspect 'with two large cart fil
ling machines to each of whieh ten 
horses are attached. There are also 
at work thirty or forty teamsters pil
ing up the big fill.

A new enterprise for Edmonton that 
is being developed on a continually 
growing scale is tlie Klondyke gard
ens, located on the Fort trail about 
half a mile from tile packing plant. 
These gardens, which embrace an area 
of ten acres, were started last year 
by two gentlemen named Foichat and 
Fraderiksan, who formerly lived in 
Dawson City, but came here, the for
mer several years ago and the latter 
last Jell. Foichat is a Frenchman, 
and Fraderiksan is a Dane.

This season they have a large num
ber of vegetables already well ma-

___ tured in hyt houses and it is their
ithout intention to set out a big number of 

'plants this season.

He had queried Hon. R. Rogers, who 
wired in answer as follows: Rodueski 
made bv..himself and others eight afft 
davits and sold the same to George 
Walton, the Liberal organizer, and l 
have the latter’s cheque ,for $25 in 
payment of these affidavits. lie 
original will be sent yen at Ottawa. 
Do not lost cheque, as I wish to cash 
it some day. Insist on Mr. Bole 
readng the other affidavits for which 
Rodueski paid. The affidavits by a.l 
the parties named will be published 
to-night or to-morrow to sliowrthat the 
statements by Bole about Rodueski 

re absolutely false."

GOVERNMENT WILL 
CONTROL ELEVATORS

Clause Will Be Incorporated In BiM 
Amending Grain Inspection Act Pro
viding For Government l/i»Pecti»n of 
Interior and Terminal Elevator*.

Ottawa, Ont., May 7.—The government 
measure to amend the Grain Inspection 
Act, which will be introduced in the 
Senate shortly by Sir Richard Cart
wright will, it i «understood, provide for 
un important change in the present sys
tem not incorporated among the amend
ments to act suggested by tlie report pre
sented to parliament by the Royal Com
mission on the Grain Trade of ! anada. 
It is the intention of the sub-committee, 
now considering the final draft of the 
bill and the recommendations proposed 
by tlie Western Grain Growers’ Associa
tions and others, to incorporate a clause 
providing for adequate government in
spection of all interior and terminal ele
vators thereby bringing them all under 
government control and remedying the 
chief complaints now arising out of pri
vate ownership and operation.

It is also understood that a clause will 
lie put in the bill providing for the sell
ing of grain by sample , instead of by 
grade only according to the present sys
tem. T ills is along the lines of the re
quest of many farmers in tl)e west and 
is thé system now in vogue in Minnea
polis and other milling centres. By this 
arrangement the farmers will, it is ex
pected, he able to get better prices for 
their grain required for milling purposes 
in the west in view of the fact that a 
considerable portion of the grain which, 
though it might grade only No. 2 North
ern, is practically equal to No. V for 
milling purposes.

60th Anniversary ot Accession.
Vienna, May 7—Emperor Francis 

Joseph today celebrated his sixtieth 
year accession to the throne. Many 
royal visitors are livre.., Among those 
extending congratulations are Emper
or William and the royalties oi hall a 
dozen other European Countries.

Ottawa, May 9—The bill amending 
the Civil Service act will probably be 
ready for submission to parliament 
next week. It is understood that one 
of the. most important of the new 
features will be the elimination of the 
present system of annual statutory in
creases. In stead of the arrangement 
whieh has hitherto existed whereby 
all employees on the permanent staff 
get regular yearly increases until the 
maximum for their class is reached 
the government proposes that here
after increases shall only be granted 
each year on the recommendation of 
the deputy ministers.

Thus the business-like principle will 
be adopted of rewarding the civil ser
vice employees on the basis of merit 
alone, and the drones in the service 
will have to be content with the mini 
mum amoun); ailowtVl for their re
spective classes. It is alsp the inten
tion to reclassify the whole service 
and it is stated that the present inten
tion is to divide the service into two 
main classes which may-be designat
ed as an administrative class and a 
clerical writer class. In the former 
will he included all officials who- hold 
responsible positions requiring the ex 
ercise of executive ability and the ov 
ersight of various departments or 
branches. The clerical class will, as 
the term suggests, include the greater 
body of the service who are employed 
principally in doing clerical work 
under the supervision of the. higher of
ficials.

Will Re-Classify Employees.
One of the chief difficulties now be

fore the government in the matter of 
making a final clratt of the bill is in 
connection with the classification oi 
those now in the civil service list un- 
dqr these respective divisions. It is 
understood that the minimum salary 
now allowed in the different classes of 
•the service will be increased under the 
new act and that the increase in the 
total expenditure for salaries will 
hereafter be considerably offset, by the 
fact that only a portion of the total 
number of employees will get the regu
lar yearly increases now granted.

Another feature >of the bill which 
tends to put the whole 'service on a 
more business-like basis will be the 
appointment of all new members of 
the permanent staff by competitive ex- 
aminations, under the direction of an 
independent and entirely non-parti
san commission according to the sys
tem that now prevails in Great Bri
tain. It is further understood that 
these appointments will be at first 
only temporary, pending proof being 
shown that the appointee is able to 
do the work required satisfactorily. 
Arrangements are being made by the 
minister oi agriculture to largely ex
tend the work of the -bureau of cen
sus and statistics by including a uni- 
torm system of gathering crop statis
tics from all over the Dominron.

New System-for Crop Returns.
Hitherto the federal department of 

agriculture in gathering statistics of 
this kind lias been obliged to rely 
principally on information furnished 
by the provincial authorities. In 
some instances it has been found that 
the provincial -returns have not been 
very reliable, and have not coincided 
with the information furnished tlie 
department by federal officials. The 
need of accurate statistics reporting 
crops, etc., covering the whole Do
minion is manliest.

It is believed that by the extension 
of the system now pursued in connec
tion with the fruit branch, the work 
required can be done with but very 
litple additional expense. The fruit 
branch now has correspondents all 
over the Dominion who send in re
ports to Ottawa without' being paid 
any salary. Therefore, the depart
ment is now engaged in selecting cor
respondents in various parts oi the 
Dominion from whom at various in
tervals reports may be received on 
any subject that may be desirable in 
connection with the agricultural in
terests of the country.

Tapper Not a Candidate.

Vancouver, B.f*Jltt!v 7.—Sir t'harles 
Ilihbert Tapper has announced that ha 
will not 1» à candidate for Conservative 
nomination in Vancouver.

(From Saturday’s Bulletin.)
Many prairie fires raged throughout, 

the west on Thursday-, until the wel
come rain of y-esterday effectively- 
stayed the devastating flames-. In the 
Sturgeon district, so fierce was the fire 
that it jumped the river, at a point 
where the stream is 100 feet wide. 
Along the branches of the C. & E. 
line, in the district around Ponoka 
and Lacombe, considerable damage 
was done. On the C.N.R., the dam
age in the various districts was seri
ous.

Worst in History of Section.
North Battleford, Sask., May 9.—Re

ports coming in today show that one 
of the worst fires ever known in this 
section has been raging for the last 
three days around North Battleford 
for a radius oi 75 to 100 miles. The 
Eagle Hills are completely burned 
from end to end, and the home- 
teameds and mounted police have 

had a very- hard time to save the pro
perty of the farmers. Yesterday an
other terrible fire on the south of the 
Saskatchewan River came raging from, 
about forty miles east of here, and 
for a while threatened to burn the 
government buildings on the Battle 
River, but by the combined efforts of 
the citizens and mounted police of 
Battleford no loss was reported. Last 
night another fire, originated seveial 
miles north of the Saskatchewan 
River and threatened the north town, 
but was fought down by the motlnted 
police and citizens when within three 
miles away. At this time the towns 
of Battleford and North Battleford 
were both surrounded by a mass ’ of 
flames ranging from eight to five miles 
distant, niyt the wind was blowing 50 
to 60 miles an hour. Today there 
is nothing left but the burnt prairies, 
with a few homestead shacks showing 
white on the distant hills. As yet 
no loss of life or stock is reported. 
Rain is very badly needed.

Fire at Vegreviile.
Vejtrevillcv May 9.—At Vegreviile, 

with the wind blowing at the rate of 
75 or 80 miles an hour, a prairie fire 
came up from the south-east and 
swept everything before it. The 
whole town turned ont, and by- heroic 
work prevented any damage being 
done in the town. Thompson Bro
thers’ slaughter-house, about two 
miles out, was destroyed. The fire 
is still raging north-east of the town.

Bush Fires at Landing.
Athabasca Landing, May 9.—The 

home of Adeliad Major, a farmer 
residing fourteen miles of Athabasca 
Landing at Baptiste Lake, was com
pletely- destroyed by fire yesterday to
gether with all the household effects, 
and the family barely escaped with 
their lives. The house caught fire 
from Jiuge "bush fires which have been 
raging in the.vicinity of tlie Landing 
for some time. Fanned by the high 
winds of the past- few days, these 
bush fires have spread over a large 
area, and the great heat and clouds 
of smoke from the fire mAke it impos
sible to check their progress. Yester
day the wind carried the flames so 
rapidly that Major’s bouse was burn
ing almost before the inmates were 
aware that the fire had come so close. 
The family barely escaped with their 
lives, and the house and contents is a 
total loss.

W. H. Stephen, ef Strathcona, Do- 
minicn fire ranger, has gone north to 
take steps to check these hush fires if 
possible.

Loss in New Lunnon.
Wm. Hutchings, of New Lunnon, 

lost his house, stable and granaries 
'by fire. The loss-includes three valu
able horses. Oyer $2,000 worth has 
'been lost. The fire jumped the Stur
geon river, fully one lnftidred yards, 
at the Crow’s Nest, and burned out 
Alex. Lewis at noon on Thursday. 
The settlers in this district fought the 
fire all Thursday night.

Word has been received that a fire 
at’ Namao on Thursday destroyed the 
premises owned by J. A. Carson, of 
Edmonton, and occupied by C. H. 
Webber, a well known auctioneer. 
The origin -is not known. It is sup
posed to have started from sparks 
from a chimney. Two granaries, drive 
shed, an implement house and cow 
shed and farming implements were 
burned. The house and big stable 
were soved with the aid of neighbors. 
Webber lost $1,000 worth of grain, 30 
tons of green feed, and all his hay 
except one stack. Carson* loss is 
$500, with some insurance. Webber’s 
loss is practically entire, with aio in
surance.

wliat is Happening in Kabul?
London, May 9.—A correspondent of 

the Daily Mail, telegraphing from 
Peshawur, says it is i-mposiblc to get 
news from Kabul. The Ameer has 
his own post office iif Peshawur, but 
instead of the customary correspond
ence both ways, not a letter is now 
passing. The position in Kabul is 
mysterious. It may be* tragic. Pesh
awur is full of rumors of murder and 
chaos in Kabul.

Bad Fire in Atlanta.

Atlanta. Ga., May 8.—The most disas
trous tire in the history of the city start
ed at four o'clock vâhis morning in the 
Schlessinger candy factory and threaten
ed to destroy the entire business section 
The fire was reported under control but 
the only buildi-ng left standing in tlie 
Mock is the old Masonic Temple. The 
loss is a million ami a half.

Automobile Causes Death.
Winnipeg, May 9.—Mrs. Gilbert 

Johnston, one of the oldest inhabi
tants of this district, was returning 
home on the Springfield road, when 
the horse was frightened by the ap
proaching automobile and got beyond 
Mr. Johnston’s eontpol. Mrs. John
ston was thrown frdni the carriage, 
and removed to St..Boniface hospital, 
where she dic'd latejy


