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(Ccntinued)
Permit me to in‘roduce my#re'fl 1
am Lord Waldorf Churchill, stopping
for a few weeks at Elm Villa. I was
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Always Bought
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Lorc
my

and by the merest chance met
Overton yesterday, and allowed
father’'s learest frend to urge me into
accepting his hospitality, especially
as | heard he was anxi to find
amuse nent for the two vounz ladies
he was vxpe-ﬁling. and whose story he
confided to me. Believe me,” he add-
ed, with a rich, musical laugh, “I can
be amusing when I try;” and
his brown eyes twinkled mer-
rily.

Orella. the dark eyed beau'v, and
sweet Lilias, the fair haired girl, look-
ed into the handsome, laughing face
of the yvoung man, and from tha' mo-
ment life was never the same to ‘hem
Both girls blushd deeply and bowed.
looked first at each other, and then at
the handsome stranger.

CHAPTER V111

cus

very
hazel

~ Pse
For Over

Orella was the first 'o speak.

“You did startle us a lirtle at first,”
said, s'ill smiling and blushing
deepy. “Your introduction to us was
certainy unique. We oucht
very glad of your presence at Elm

she

to be

Atb months old

35 Dosrs-35¢

Thirty Years

Villa It looked at first as though
we were to be quite lonely here.”

He looked eagerly at the fair hair-
ed girl by her side. Liliags had noth-
ing to The timid blue eyes
beneath his gaze. she
seemed quite embarrassed.

say.
Jdropped shyly
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“l shall like sweet Lilias the be'ter

of the two,” thought the
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young lord.

They walked through the grounds,
lauzhing and chatting. The sum was
just setting when they startei toward
the house,

b
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Each of the youn<z girls had a suite
of roems of her-own. Lilias went to
but Orella remained the

There Miss Forrester found
her when she went to louk for her.

“l have been looking
for yeu. Orella. sh»
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barely time to dre:s for dinner.”
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with haz=]-
‘ imag
inative. What cpinion hav«
him, Orella?"

The girls startled face flushed and
paled; leaned heavily against the
marble pillar of the porch a mo nen*
ere

yvou form-

ed of

she

she answered; then she said

slowly:
“
him

have never like
He the grandest,
man that I have

met any one
before
neblest

seen.”

is
Young ever

Miss Forrester was well
with the answer she received

“Waldorf Churchill is the first
young whom she has b en
brought in contact with,” she thought,
“and it a case of love at first
sight. He could no* help but be fas-
cinated by Orella's brillian® beau‘y
A girl like Lilias coud never attract
him.”

Miss Forrester remained
Villa as chaperon to the girls.
This was hardly a wise choice, as

pleased

man

is

at Elm

two

Isince Waldorf Churchill had announc- |
ed that no one but himself must teach
|them to ride. bur Lilias hung back in;
laffright.

| vour

“1 am afraid I should =spoil
|
I am

ipleaure. | am such a coward.
afraid of a horse,” she declared.
|  But young Lord Churchill declared;
they would not go without her. Orclla
~was silent. At leng:h Lilias allowed
herself o be persuaded inlu';n:"mm-
.ing it: but just as they were get'ing4
ready to mount. Lord Overten,
raken suddenly ill.

who,

was also to acecmpany the 1,
Orelia’s dark face flushed wi
keen disappointment. ¥

1

“How provoking that he couldn’t
thave kept up until we had started!”
she remarked vexedly; and looking
into *he beautiful. blooming face, h¢
thought occurred to him that she w
heartless beautiful. |
His musinz was cut short by the sud-.

as as she was
den remark of Lilias:

“You can go with Lord Churchill,
Orella, and 1 will remain to look af-
ter Lord Overton. It—it would spoil |
the pleasure of my ride to—to think|
he migh' be sufferinz.” '

“We will said Waldorf
Churchill, quickly. other |
days.”

all remain,”
“There are
i
CHAPTER IX H

When they reached Elm Villa they

“If it i3 possible that Orella is ir
love with voung Lord Churchill, and
he should not return her affection, her
disappointment will be great. 1 inus:
warn her about letting her heart gc
out 0o him until he shows a prefer
ence for her society.”

With every day that Jdawned, with
every sun that rose and set, with
every moon that waxed and waned
Orella’s love deepened. The whol«
world held nothing for her but him
She became absorbed in this on¢
great passion, never asking hersel:
hew it would end. She never askec
herself whether her great love would
be returned.

One afternoon Miss Forrester sur
prised her by siepping out suddenly

upon the balcony upon which she

'stood, with the dreamy look upon her
« face which was so often there of late |

“Who did vou think it was?”
Miss Forrester,
ed look.

“I thought—pos:ibly—it might be
—Lord Churchill,” answered Orella.
“He often joins me in this faverite
nook."”

sked
noting the disappoint

Miss Forrester moved nearer, and
laid a detaining hand on the girl's
arm, looking wistfully in her face as
she said.

“l sheculd like you to answer me a
questi‘on, Orella. looking upon me as
one who has ycur interest at heart

|
found Lilias reading to Lord Overton in asking it, and that is: do you care

on the western porch. She laid d wn
her book and looked up with a smile |
as they approached.

Waldorf Churchill crossed over
Lord Overton.

to

{ "“How are you feeling now, sir?” he,
asked, anxiously. |

Lord Overton could not help hut'
notice Orella’s want of interest in the
subject. and he sighed deeply “'is‘.xing}
with all his soul that she had been;
more like sweet Lilias. {

o only a monen*ary l'uim--j
ness.” he explained;: adding: “Thanks|
to this dear little girl, Lilias, 1 re-|
covered rapidly. |
charge zince, and
has talked to me so brightly, so sA\‘m-'
pathetically and sweetly, and beguiled
tha: 1 have quite
old full of

was

her especial

she |

me
forgotten |
aches and ills.”
smiled
the
was no end of gayvety

€0 completely
am an man
Lilias
During
there
Villa
amusement.

and blushed.

followed
at Elm
No day passed wihtou* some-
par‘ies
given, to which the elite of the eounty
were invited. Arhcery

weeks which

Grand were

meetings, cro-
quet parties were held in the zrounds
Riding parties formed
the sights of the

were to visit
country
d

Overton looked on, still regard
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places. Picnics were
Mr

ing the

arran«

WO young
One
remark

They had
two girls strollinz ove
Waldorf «
time
theoughtfully:

with intense

earnestness, day Miss Forrester
him
wa‘ching the
lay
for

n

made a which troubled

\i'l"‘l\ ','l‘vn
r the n with
Linrchill

Mr

in silence some

when Overt =aid

“l have never seen two young

I
not a

creatures <o thoroughly happy is
ereat d-light it

to

a to me; Is
pleasure
their frelies?

“Yes--anl}
rester, in a low, hesitating voice.

“Yeur answer surprises me."”
the old gentleman. His
*seemed to get the better of him. for he
added: “Why should you look
reluctant eyes upon their hapniness?”

“May | speak just what I think,
asked Miss Forrester.

“Certainly,” he responded.
pect you to be frank with me ’

Thus aszssured, the lady
ly:

Seeing so much of life, its gayeties
its pleasures, is all very well for ‘he
,voung girl when you will make your
heiress; but Heaven help the girl,
whichever one of them it may bP.‘
who is doomed to go back to poverty,
after having seen so much of wealth
and luxury! Her whole future life
will be embittered by the remem-
brance of the past, and by brooding
over what she has lost—'what might
have been.’ Ah, Lord Overton, 1 am

vou to watch them

P

in
no,” returned Miss For

said

curiosity

with

sir?"

gaid slow-

for Lord Churchill?”

Orella’s beau‘iful face grew deathly
!pale. She had told herself over and
over again that she was guarding her
‘Iswem. bewildering, wonderful secre*
well. How could Miss Forrester have
possibly guessed it?

“Yes,"” replied Orella. “To * know
him is to like him, surely.”

“l do not mean ‘like’ Orella. 1
ought to have put my question in
stronger words. Do you love him.
Orella?”

The flush that rose to
beautiful face answered

the
her

girl's
be‘ter

have been under than any admission could have done. !

She drew herself up proudly.

“Why should I not confess the
truth?” she answered, lookine straight
into Miss Forrester's face. “Yes, I-
love—him!™

“You should have waited until he
asked for your love ere you allowed
vour heart to go out %o him, child.,”
said Miss Forrester, huskily. “To
give one's love unaisked is not ri ht
Many a young girl has rued it.”

“Orella,” she murumred, “listen to
me; I warn you no! to learn ‘o love
Waldorf Churchill, for, if 1
mistaken, he cares for you
friend. a pleasant companion
mgre."”

am not

as a

nothing

CHAPTER X
On eveninz before
take Orella and
Churchill were in the dining room dis-
cussing some minor de:ail of the af-
fair, she suddenly with
sinile on her faee.
my plate at luncheon
almond that had two ker-
I did not ea: it, 1

the

place,

it was

when turned
bewitching
“1 found

te-day

a
on
an
nels in it
 { 2
. “May
“Ye¢s, to €at a philopena w'th you,”
she Jeclared.
There was
witching smile

saved

I ask why you saved it?"

no resisting the be-
“l am a novice at ‘hat lit'le game,”
he declared. Perhaps you will ex-
plain to me what part I take in it?”
“Certainly,” she replied. *“You are
to eat ‘one of the kernels of the al-
mond, I am to eat the other. You

can make the forfeit to “suit yourself,

. as to whether it will be give or take

or request and promise. By that |
mean, after you have eaten the al-
mond, If in five minutes after I shouid
hand you a piece of sheet music, and
yvou shoull take it from my hand.
and I would say ‘Philopena!’ you
would be obliged then to buy a
present.”

“Oh, that obligation could be very
me:,” he answered,lightly. “I
know what little trifles girle
never having had a sister, but

me

easily
don’t
like,

t, cleanest
uniform

Do you realise th
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CHAPTER XI
“Never mind; if you do not chose
» u to tell me, I shall not ask you,” said

“That means a present, I suppc
“l chocse to have the other v

“1
request, and you must promise what‘Ore}!n, noting Lilias's confusion. “I

of it” she declared. will mak:

I ask.” want to tell you about my
“You see, he had partly
be granted,” he declared. Ipremised to take another girl; but
| For a time she made no reply, bu:  When he found cut he could gef me,
+he made up his mind at once that the
other girl must get whoever she

could, as he would take the girl he

escort,”
“If it be within my power, it shal!isaid Orella.

|the dazzling smile that flitted over
ihor face startled him for a moment.
| “What shall be?” asked, | cared most for.”
|laughingly. i “I should think that would be very
| The laugh died away when he heard |URfair toward the other girl,” said
| Lilias thoughtfully.
“That does not seem
“l should like you to be my escert him.”
lawn party, acd dance with' "bBut would it not
me, and no one else, the whole day, |asked Lilias, earnestly.
“No, certainly not,” she declared.
“I should be only tco proud to know

that I had the preference, that he
The lcok on his face star led her.|jjked me best!”

She could not tell

it he

what it was. ®

to trouble

at the

trouble you?”

taking me to luncheon, and pla_vlnf;[
the part of devotee in general.”

whether it wasb Lilias pondered over the words long

It was cer after Orella had left her.
He was puzzled | When Lilias descended to the din-
o BEowe Bos ok i i {ing room a few moments later she
\ ! 1 found Lord Overton, Waldorf
She had ardently believed that he Chyrchill and Orella already assem-
would be delighted with the proposi- pled at the table.
tion, for it would mean that all her! Wadorf Churchill stopped short in .

jenjoyment would depend upon him. 'he remark he was making and some-
She had said to herself: “This will pow Lilias thought it must be con-

be a test whether or not he cares for 'cernlng herself.
me. 1 will soon know.”

perplexity or annoyance.
tainly not pleasure.

There was masic in
|the drawing room that evening. Both

gravest doubts. fond of music.
“1 ought to be very grateful to you-' For the first time in her gentle life
fcr making the proposition,” he said: regret swept over Lilias's heart that

{but, to speak plainly, I have made an- 'music had not been a part of her
time, education.

for that

to ‘
\\'uldurl‘

other engagement

which explains the embarrassing |

position in which I am placel.”
Orella turned deathly pale.

1
“You were in a great hurry to se-
{cure a pariner,” she said, mn a chill
|ing voice. “May I ask the name of
Ithe young lady?”

“It would hardly be rizht to men-
tion it in advance,” he said, with
little flush on his face. “It came
about in such a casual way,” he went
“The young lﬁdy had never Yoen
she intimated
from this

a

| on.

to a lawn party, and
that would stay away
because she had no partner.
| “Allow
said.

she

me to be your partner,” 1

“She consented. Her words and
my reply were both uttered in
still, T hold myself to it, as | presu 1e

,she will.”

jest;

Orella drew a sizh of relief
| “On, if that is all, I assure you that
the promise is not binding. She will
net expect you to keep your word, |
assure you."

“Would you not expect it, had you
been in the o‘her girl's place?" he
,asked, eagerly.
| *“Certainly not.” she declared. *“I
'\\‘ould treat it only as a jest, as she
no doubt does. She might feel hu-t
if you' actually took her at her word.”

“Do vou really think so?"” he asked
musingly. |

“l am sure of it," responded Orella.

He looked thoughtful for a moment.

“If you feel sure about this matter,
then | need have no hesitancy in givA‘
ing you my promis=," he said gravely

And so the matter was settled. |

Long after Orella had left him.
Waldorf Churchill stood looking
thoughtfully .ou: of the window, won-
dering if he had done right in promis-
ing Orella uvatil he had first asked
Lilias.

l But of course he knew Lilias must
|have been in jest. The matter trou-
'bled him.

When Orella left Waldorf Churchill |

'she went directly to Lilias’ room,|

She did not know one key from the
other of the grand piano eof which ,
Orella seemed to be mistress.

She had a magnificent voice, too,
and she sang so gloriously that those
who listened werg fairly carried away
by her melodgd So it seemed to
Lilias.

Orella sung song after song, keep-
ing Waldorf Churchill at the piano
turning the music for her, as he lis-
tened enraptured.

Somehow, Lilias could not bear to
see it.

No one knew when she slipped out
of the room. She was not missed un-
til long afterward.

Orella was singing the song of a
fair and gentle girl whose love “was
her life.

Waldorf Churchill
sigh as she finished.

“The heroine of the song makes me
think of you, Lilias,” he said,
ing around.

To his surprise,
was not there.

“When did Lilias leave the iroom?”
he asked, in amazement. “I d'd not
see her go."” -

“Oh, 1t was some time since,” said
Orella, carelessly. “She had a letter
to write, and she was afraid if she
did not mail it to-night it would not
go. by the early mail to-morrow!"

Waldorf Churchill made no reply,
but he looked very thoughtful.

“lI hope she will enjoy the lawn
party,” he said, “she has woll me that
she has never been to one.”

“If 1 were to give you a little mes-
sage,” she sdid, “would you take it
kindly?"

“Why not?" he asked. “If the mes-
sage is unpleasant, the one who is. ob-
liged to give it is usually made to
feel that he comes in for considerable
of the displeasure occasioned; but it
will not be so in this case, 1 assure
you."

“It is a message from Lilias,” said
Orella. “She begs that you will never
refer to a certain conversation which

drew a deep

turn-

he found that she

I suppose you could give me a hint,/She woud find out for herself if her you two had toggther, recently, as it

could you not?”
“The alternative is called ‘request
and promise,’ " went on Orella—that

suspicions were true—that Lilias was
the girl whom he had selected for his
partner. |

would pain her very much to discuss
it with you. It was with regard to
the lawn party.”

£

His next words confirmed Orella’s Lord Overton and Mr. Churchil were #

the servan's whispered among mpm.lsurv you never thought of that when
|

homestead or gre-emption six months these two young girls Not that she would give him up—| *“Now,” thought Orella, “I shall get
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Lord Overton did everything in hin
power to make the two young girls
happv. Neither of them knew how
to ride horseback. Lord Overton
sald that was an accomplishment
which every woman who expects to
live in Fneland should
suitab!~ horses were provided
,them at once. ¥

Orella's dark eyes danced with dr
light as she saw the beautiful habi*

clo*h, the velvet cap. with
its waving plume, the gloves,
pearl and gold mounted riding whin
Evervthing was as perfect as |

fo~

pogsess,

Two tones of gray wall paper make

Principal

{

an excellent bgekground for the living

eould be. She was anxious to take
lroom. o -

lher first lesson in riding,

especially [sweet Lilias.

'Is, she went on quietly. “If I should

|side by side.” {make a request of you at any time
He started violently. Such an within a fortnight, you wolud be in

idea as she had expressed had never | honor bound to comply with it witlin

occurred to him, the matter had never that space of time.”

|appeared to him in that light. “Certainly,” he responded.

1 He pondered long and earnestly would be a pleasure. It the

}over it, after Miss Forrester had left should determine that you are the

{him, then he came to a conclusion. |losing party, the same penalty hclds

He would give to Nancy Seymour's good?”

idau;hter a comfortable competency| *“Yes" she answered, and thus the

|tor life. Surely she should be con-| compact was made.

ltented with that, considering the facl: The two kernels were eaten rapidly

that she had no possible claim upon“and with mock sravity.
The conversation drifted to the all

absorbing lawn party on the morrow

| you placed

[
“That

fates

him, and she should be thankful too

ifor the insight into high life which he

ihad affordéd her. “A young laiy in the neighbourhood
Miss Forrester had gone to her room helped us to make out the list, but
with a thoughtful face. }Lllins wrote down the names of a
“If 1 could but find out which of |few young gentlemen whom she wish-

{the two he favors, | would then know (to be invited.”

|the result,” she mused “Rut “Mayv | see them?"

[treats Orella and Lillas so exactly all interest.

|alike in everything that I am puz-] “Ah! I have found some'hing to

zled.” |awaken his curiosity at lest,"”

| Miss Forrester could not tell which thought Orella.

:o( the two girls Waldorf 4"\\l!‘('h|!l! He took the paper fromy her eagerly.

;llked the best. He laughed and talked |all unmindful of the compact that was

he he asked, wi'h

H'v-"wltll Orella, appeared to enjoy her|existing. until he was reminded for-|

‘lrond_v wit and brilliant conversation,|cibly of its existence by Orella re-
{but there was a different look in his marking guietly: “Philopena!"
they rested upon fa \ He lauthed heartily at the clever

iruse-. which he was obliged to almit

eyves when

never! Lilias was sewing some black |

ribbons on her black mull dress in|

anticipation of the coming party. !
“Dear me! you are late in fixing

your dress,” she said.

tume all ready over a week ago.” !

you the truth, I spent
which Mr. Overton gave me to have|
this black mull dress made.
widow woman was to have been put
out of her co‘tage because she couli|
not pay her rent. The amount I had
was just the sum she needed, so 1
gave it to her. 1 wili barely get the
dress dome, yet I feel happy in the
tought that the money di¢ more
good than it would have done in the|
original manner in which it was -
tended to be used.” l

“Have vou a partner for the lawn
|partv?" sked Orella, trying to speak
"(-alml\'

The girl hung her beautiful hged i
girlish bashfulness. 1

ny.
“Yes,"

“You

at the bottom of this mystery. If it
is not Lilias whom he has asked, he
will look at me in amaszement. If it
is she, he will think at once that it

“I had my cos-|is regarding some other matter.”

“She need have no fear,” he an-

“Yes, 1 know,” said Lilias. “To ‘elliswered proudly. “If she was only in
the money | jest

ut accepting my escort, why,

then ¥ can have nothing to say. I

A poor shall be only too glad to bhave her

please herself.”

He made an effort to be entertain-
ing to Orella during the hour that fol-
lowed, but she could plainly see th
his heart was not in his word

Once or twice he made
mistake of calling her b
was how she knewz e ‘:"’:.'::‘Ot
his thoughts, on

“ d it very much ifd

T away, and coinld not be
::re at the lawn party?” he asked

t
That

she answered: adding:
have sald you would be there,

{ who ls and you can not break your promise.”

| *13 it sfome cne that | sBO0W

|geing to take you?” “

| Lilias's fair sweet face flushed scar|
How ceuld she tell Orella, after
conversation they had about|

dort Churchill, that it was he who

d her to go to the lawn party'.ﬁl

lot
|the
| Wa
‘haJ aske

He looked troubled.
“Your will must be my
sald.
Shortly afterward he bid her good-
night.
(Continued on page 3.)

law,” he




