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French Reach the Abes

Will Compel Germans t

MANY GERMANS WERE
TAKEN AT SOISSONS

French Capture Large Portion of Garrison,

While Remainder Fled Northward-—
Allied Advance Was Contmued Thru

The Night

{- By Courier Leased Wire.

—n

i PARIS, Aug. 3.—Throughout last night the Allies con-
tinued to advance toward the Vesle, the French war office

announced today. East of Soissons the French have reached
the Aisne between Soissons and Venihel.

The statement reads:

During the night the French troops continued their ad-

vance toward the Vesle.

On the left the French reached

the Aisne between Soissons and Venizel.
The crossing of the Aisne east of Soissons virtually com-
pels, if it has not been brought about before, the evacuation

of the Vesle line.

It is a dangerous menace to the line of

the Aisne, as the direction in which the French crossed is
pointed dlrectlv toward the important heights at the wes-

tern end of the Chemin-des-
five miles north of Venizel.

Dames, which are less than

MANY PRISONERS
PARIS, Aug. 3.—Havas Agency—Many prisoners were
taken by the French at Soissons which was oceupied at five
o’clock Friday evening, one hour after the Germans had been

driven from the suburbs.

tured, escaped bm

Those of the garrmon

o

Afier the fall »f Soisaons, the cor-
respondent adds, French headquart-
ers received the names of villages
and 'woods re-occupied by' the Allies

with almost monotonous regularity.

“Plessier Wood,” he continues,
“which abuts on the Soissons-Cha-
teau Thierry road, was turned early

in the day and the defenders sur-
rounded. This wood was the center
of the enemy resistance and the
fight for it was extraordinarily bit-
ter. Farther north the British troops
crossed the Soissoins-Chateau Thierry
road, and pressing through the Con-
crois Wiood, were soon mort than a
mile east of Ville Mountoire.”

ANOTHER LINK IN CHAIN

By Courier Leased Wire

Paris, Aug. 3.—Friday’'s splendid
success is but a link in the chain of
victorys which have followed one af-
ter. the other since General Focn
launched his ‘counter offensive on
July 18, Rarely in war has a plan
been followed out with such clock-
work regularity, and military opin-
ion here is lost in admiration of the
splendid genius which conceived it
and of the masterly way in which it
is being carried out.

The Allied victory is hailed gener-
ally as being equal to the first vic-
tory of the Marne,. as a strategic mas-
terpiece.

What the consequence of yester-
day’s victory will' be ‘cannot be
gauged.

The enemy cannot hold the Vesle
line, it is believed, but must recross
the Aisne, since by the recapture of
Soiszons, the Allies are able to de-
bouch on both giides of the river and
take him in the rear.

The enemy appears to be perfectly
aware of this, and also of the neces-
sity ol getting out quickly if he
wishes to avioid unpleasant aceidents.
In accordance with practice he al-
ready has set fire to the bases at
Fismes and Braisnes and a ‘dozen
other vyillages. The smoke which
pierces the homiizon is believed ' to
show that the enemy knows that he
‘can’no longer use these plaoes,

ThHe German retreat began Friday
morning-after the fall of the Tarden-
ois 'line, brought about by the storm-

. ing. of the Hartennmes Plateau by

the troops of Gemeral Mangin the
night béfore, General Bertholet on

WEATHER BULLFTIN

Toronto, Aug.
—Since  yester-
day morning show-
ers have occurred
S very Ilocally from
-l Alberta to Quebec
and generally in
the Maritime Prov-

inces. ILakes and
Georgian Bay —
Moderate north to
east winds, fine

Evtnv DAY 1D v ™
INDEPENDENCE DAY
ON THE FARM,

d a y — Moderate
east to southeast
winds, generally
fair, a few scattered showers. -by
night, not much change in tempera-
ture.

| “Zimmie”

the east entered Ville-En-Tardenois
and advanced on both sides of the
Ardre Valley. The Ameriicans in the
centre marched toward the Vesle
down the Orillon Valley, while from
Hartennes the French debouched in-
to the Crise Valley, taking in the
rear the previously impregnable re-
doubt of Buzancy.

Little by little the movement quick-
ened . The Dormans-Rheims road
was left. three miles behind, and
Gueux, Poilly, Vezilly, Goussancourt
and Coulonges werg passed at a
bound. The forest of Nesles was
cleaned out and Dole Wood entered.
Arcy wood was but a mouthful. On
the west the troops carried on to
Maast-Et-Violaine, Chacrise and
Septmonts. By mid-afternoon the
allies were established solidly on the
heights on both sides of the Crise,
that isto say, south’ and southeast
Soissons,

The fall of Soissons which the Ger-
mans were obliged to evacuate irre-
vocably decided the fate of the bat-
tle. It was the pivot of the whole
German line. Even admitting that
the German left could cling to the
narrow plain between the Vesle and
the Alisne, the right wing could not
have remained in the air, as. its
only supports are the So:ssons pla-~
teau. Thus it is held here, the situ-
ation will revert to where it was at
the end of September, 1914,

Aviators Active

London, Aug. 3—British aviators
on Thursday destroyed 11 German
machines in aerial fighting and drove
down three others, says the lofficial
statement on werial operations is-
sued last might. Twenty-four tons of
bombs were dropped on military tar-
gets.. In a raid on an airdrome six
hangars and sixteen machines were
set on fire,

The statement follows:

“On Aug. 1, we dropped over 24
tons of bombs during the day. A
large number of these were directed
on a hostile airdrome from a very
low heighth in the course of a raid
by two of our squadrons. Great dam-
age was done to the hiangars and liv-
ing quarters at the airdrome. Six
hangars and 16 machines were set
on fire and one machine was blown
to pieces on the ground.

“Eleven ‘hostile miachines were
brought down during the day’s fight-
ing, and'three were driven down out
of control. One hostile machine was

(4 and cool. Sun-

shot down within our 'lines by anti-
airaraft fire, and' a German balloon
was brought down in flames by our
airmen. Two of the enemy night

bombing machines were shot down

over their own  airdrome by our
night fighting pilots. Two of our ma-

chines are mlssln

‘'uished Service Order, 432,

RS NN

screens. /

SITUATION TRANSEORMED ON _

By Courier Leased Wire.
London, Aug. 3.~—The ' ad-
+ vance of the entire Allied line
in the Soissons-Rheims ‘salient
is commented on here ‘with ela~
tion, “although not without “re-
mindg-s that the Alldes' have

an increasmg "dr:mtage from
untity of comma d. .
General Foch'’s skill receives
many tributes, but’ ‘mofie warmer
than that given in s necll

the hnmedﬁnte ontlook on the .:

nauon. ooinc.iding with -the ar-
rival of American troops- so
strong as to give the Allies a
numerical advantage in reserv-
es, and justifying high hope for
the future.

The altered situation is at-
tributed to two main facts, that
the American strength is be-
ginning to tell with great effect ;.
and that the Allies are reaping

_~French rev
© Islam or the abmn .of the
Roman- Em >
InAmerhtieresuluhave
been the clearést and. ‘most im-
miediate, Her peéople have risen
: to the height of her destinies
and in rising have realized for '
- thgimselvés that Germmny  has
maile them: a nation as she has’
Wusmemmreinamer

CANADA’S RECORD IN FOUR -
YEARS OF WAR CREDITABLE O E

Dominion Has Given Over 450,000 Men to ﬂw Empire’s Cause—43 000 Make the
Supreme Sacrifice—Ten. Thousand’ Distmctlons ‘Won—Canada Now
< One of World’s Arsenals. . .

Ottawa, Aug 3—Canada’s achieve-
ments in the four years of the war | Britain and the allies Canada hag, the total of 6 inch shells;

are briefly reviewed in the follow-| become one of the’ world’s greakt g;;;,”(;:eth;zlolt:l i’g g(;;po;:g °f’t
ing statement given.out by the Di-| arsenals. Before the war few of us :

rector -of Public Information. knew what a shrap'nel shell looked of /the total of 9.2 inch: chells.
Canada entered the war with- a like. e »

regular army of only 3,000 men, At % the 5. %
ot shraspnol for the 18-
the beginnling of last month she had poundera:m no .less ithan &5
sent overseas no less than 390,000 | cent. of the ont,pwt for the Britlsk | chown. by the folloﬁng figures: -
soldiers, and on the same date there |army for the last six months of
were in this country about 60,000} 1917 came from ‘Canada. Most of

men being trained for service -in|these were comnlete rounds of am- 60,000,000 pounids:

recent date,
over 450,000. This is much less than { prasee ' Of the ofher shells Our propellants for
this war. tor many of those wie vor. | munition factorles Sontributed _the| ;’:ﬂ&aﬁ”&“‘M"“"

unteered for service overseas wera | 0LloWing propor:ion of the total re< Lo 0. e orders placed in
discharged before leaving the coun-|dUired for the British. forces during |y, . British Governmert,
try as the stricter medical examina- | this period: 42 per cent. of the total ‘000, of which amount

tions weeded them out. - has bm lent to'the
f‘i?%gﬂ: soldiers to the —umbar S Y e T SERORNN
o « ave given their lives o : A . “+minion of cgnm e
the cause. Of these 27,040 have been PUBLIC 8§ WE oN mr
killed in action; 9,280 have died of Al
wounds; 257 have died of diseasd;
5,342 are presumed to be dead.

The names of 113,007 soldiers have
appeared in the casualty lists as|
wounded .or ill. ‘Between 30,000 and |
40,000 of -these ‘have returned to
duty, about 50,000 have been sent
back to Camada as unfit for further
service; 2,224 (Canadians are still
in German or neutral military prise Bride' has arranged for a
ons, and 384 are set down as miss- public service to take place

ing. at 4 o’clock on Sunday al-
10,000 Distinctions ternoom, _The event will
The bravery and devotion of Cana- occur on Jubilee = Terrace
dian soldiérs and nursing - sisters overlooking the Grand River
have not been without recognition, and a platform has
Some 10,000 of these have received erected. ‘Mr. . W, C.
distinctions of one kind or another. mond will -be the D :
Following is a list of honors which speaker of the. :lftm ;
have been won on the field by mem-
bers of the Canadian itionary’
Force: Victoria Cross, 30; Disting-
Bar to'
Distinguished Servlee Order, 18; :
i, S, LB | | GRT Lt B
Ty 88, ﬂsu . Gon- ~
duct Medal 939; Military Model, 6, |. ,'T”“m “ﬁ”ﬂ? 2

1BPOW  AIUIIIN 0} ‘epe| § S
227; second Bar to Milit 1 The mausie will be su phed

In accorda.nce with pro- women.'

clamation - of the . ‘Ontario. .
Government  for lpecial in-
tercessory..gervices. 'on Sun-
day in connection with the
commencement of the fifth
year of the war Mayor Mac-

Trades and

6; Metltorious Service 119; bga dthp ‘Dﬂlerhl 4 lﬂ” '( “,
mentioned - in - despatchbl 2,573; - :
Royal Red Cross, 130. A
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GREAT CARE IS TAKEN TO HOLD OBSERVATION BALLOONS WHILE THEY ARE BEING INFLATED
This Picture shows a French Observation Balloon being msade ready for ascent. It shows how carefully these “big
sausages” are hidden. A chalk pit-or-hill cut away is tsed, and the balloons are also camouflaged by larze

THE RHEIMS BATTLE FRONTf

-and luger srnse than befom. =% 2

Retirement not Likely to Halt South
of the Aisne River-- Numerous Towns,
Including Soissons and Ville-en-Tar-
denois, are Occupied by Allies on
Three Sections of the Salient

By Couner Leased Wire.

be chased from-Soissons.
There were no indication

losses.

LONDON, Aug. 3.—Paris

‘PARIS, Aug. 3.—It seems the enemy did net 9x’pec,t'to :

s that preparations had been

made for retirement, and there were no fires discovered
anywhere. On the left on Friday, French cavalry and tanks
kept in close pursult of the enemy, and mﬂicted heavy ‘

A% |

BRITISH OFFICIAL. A X

patrols brought in a fow pris-

'oners last night in the Locre sector in the Flanders ‘salient,
according to the official statement issued by the war offlce
today. The statement adds that other prisoners were' caps-
tured by the British as a result of a raid east of Dmkebusch
Lake, near Ypres, and that the German artll{ery hna showt
~some activu:y nporth of Bethune. .

night

|  London, Aug. 2 — French troops
have entered the town of Soissons,

the western anchor point of what re-
mains of the famous sahent and all
along the 36 miles of curving battle
Tine from Soissons to Thilloirs, which
4 lies about three miles west of Rheims,
4 Frenca, British and American troops
have pushed in the entire enemy front {P¥
lan:l sent the Germans backwardy every-
where in precipitate retreat.
Over .the battle front the allies, by
1quick. and forcible methods of on-

| slaught have deeply indented the Ger-

{man defence line for splendid gains,
{which see mgly forshadew - the- ne-
1 em?' of the eventual retirement. of-
the force of the  German Crown
Prince to more tenable ground in the
‘I north.
'} The. plains behind the northwestern
portion of the battle front now are
—entirely dominated by the allied big
guns; in the south the French have
negotiated almost all of the hill and |
forest country and are encroaching ]

' tibl i
©n_ suppiving muaiteas to Gredd of 45 tach shele; 37 per et of(PEICeDULY towurd the Fiames, ral,

ﬁl X * ‘{ French are almost astride the

Rheims-
Soissons railway, and have their guns

ot b Tt slies 16 cent. now so placed that the enemy is sure

to Be sorely. tried as he endeavors to
press back and gain a haven of re-|

, It is a remarkable flct that Shelll Produced, 60,000,000 Pounds. | fuge along the Vesle river.

“The extent to’ which Canada hu £
produced munitions of war can bq

May Retreat to the Aisne

rqans will go 'cannot at present be

Total production -of ‘shells-up- ko forecasted, but with the;ouﬂlern line {

| swinging northward conjunction |

France. This makes a total army of munition,” which - went direct to total production Of exrlovlves 'ﬂ!a ‘with that on the‘east toward the Vesle, |

and with the;French dominating the

compelled to take refuge north of the

:‘Axsne

‘ment for this purpose’ by the Do-‘

A Tborehavebeénutmﬂme ein-{fo t

: goyad n this w‘ork so,ooo ‘men and fentire

; . o o fthe allie
| i1h external trade thadn u‘cou_- ven-Tarden
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; ‘northeast of Fere-

- Wood is bean !
ans by the Frena
id ' ‘and French 1
ressing tﬁe ‘Germans hard
rgy snd the -h“mlct of |

centre, the Nesles
swept clean- of G
malry.

“are sorely

n this Jatter |

afﬁ to 'n;moa‘s the vil-

‘sive t‘howhsg Ber ammal ‘net dlf
. m of wheat and flour for thqi\wa

1 » not s own
" their stum&i of prev us days, and

Just how far the retreat of the- ¢ Ger-

e allied line has been lg/
‘pushed well to tﬁe west of the region | 4.
of Grand Rozoy, and the town oif !
s fiSaponay has been taken. In

at some points. the allied troops, g
ticularly the Americans, were enabled

to make their wa{ into Germian posi-
tions, with virtually no opposition be-
ing imposed.

All pehind the battle line the smgkc
of -burning towns is visible, ~
seemingly would give weight to.

prevailing belief in the allied capitals -
that the Germans at present’ are o~
wh,ere near the end of théir twe;pt

Kept Peace With m

W:th the American Army:
A:spevMame Front, Aug. 2.
French and American’ troops: n&r&ﬁf
*Fe;e\-eq-'l‘srdenou adv: simal-
tan¢ously early * Friday, .thé Frmh
occupying Cramai “Ci
before 7 o’clock and ka i
men entering Saponay aeﬁ o'clo e Sl
Kese e Amern:el:n:he mF h

ept. pace w ‘renc tw
the forest of Nuks.,} R
Several locomotwes and 40 gﬁrmd

cars were taken at

‘through the valley

Sapénay, feebly replyi ~

with artillery. . »
 The Fre chtthahiggl m sl TN
Saponay for the fir i

mbnths. - i %, Me Cap

4 A:sne eastward from Soissons, it is not | 4'&
2,500; ‘t‘? 'improbable that the Germans may be




