PROLOGUE.

‘ever. fead before is “Tarsan of
. _the Apes.” While you are read-
1t yoi

' It may have happened in the
wilds of Africa fust as'the anthor
rélates it, or it may not—we do

" not know whether or not he has

@ basis of fact for his story—but

"yon are not a scientist while you
_are reading it. You are jast.an
 ordinary humian being, with @
love for a story thaf is absorbing
in its inte e :

: CHAPTER I

: ~in the Wilds.
* HAD this story from one who had

e 8

any other. 1 may credit the se
¢ influenge of an, old vin-

was

" We know o that the crew of the
‘Fuwalda mutinied, sléw ber officers

and spared John Clayton and his wife.

‘because of u favor done-to the leader
!of:the mutineers by Clayton. - Later
the crew. fearing discovery, set John
louy'ton and his wife ashore on the
'wild west coast of Africa, giving them
‘mifficlent arms and tools. to: enable
.them to maintain life with work,
' Near the shore Clayton buiit a little
" enbip for bimself and bia wife. They
‘endured much bardship. seeing no hn-
nap creature, but watched often by
ithe glant apes which infest, that region.
: i tly ‘left his
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“constant ‘atténtions of her husband

t and swifiness. . ‘| of the huge beasts, =

story f 3 iimal could break i
5o business to tell it to me or to fear that any animal cou reak into

I | branches of the s 0 escal

_made that year a very bappy. ohe for
_her, the happlest of ber fife. ¥
' Loug since had Clayton given up any
hope of rescue, except through acci-
dent. With unremitting zeal he bad

suld like to pause to ! :
PRy s > saible?” but | ed.to. beautify the interior of the}
ST foseibla® bup | Topked-to bty o aere ot e
. you can’t, because the story is so
" fascinating that pausing is im-
 possible. It’s a yarn of the you- |

; ‘Tb&l’t- stop - unitil - you - finish-it

Skins of lion aud tiger covered the
floor. Cupboards and bookcases lined
the walls. Odd vases made by his own
tiands fromn the clay of the region held
beantiful tropical flowers. - Curtains of
grass and 'bamboo ‘covered the win-
flows, and. most arduous task of all
{ with. bis meager assortment of tools,
be hiad fashioned luniber to neatly seal
the walls and celling and lay a smooth
' floor within the cabin. ; /

‘During the year that followed Clay-
ten ‘was several ties ;attacked by the
great .apes. which now séemed to: in-

,he nevér ventured out excépt with both
rifle and revolvers he had little fear
He bad strengthened the window
F;mtectlon,s and fitted a unique wooden
“lock to the cabin door, so that when be
bunted for game and’ fruoits he had no

‘the little home. '~ % * - - ;
At first much of the game he shot
from the cabin windows, but toward

strange lair whence issued the terrify-

ing thunder of his rifie. ..

his outstretched arms, Where they rest--

ed ‘upon thié table he had buiit for her

-deathlike stillness of thé jungle midday
- save the wailing of
Loeti .

E $ s *® *

ape. was on &
‘his people. © i :

The younger and lighter members
of his tribe seampered to the higher
/great trees to escap:

weight rather than face old Kerchakin |

‘one of his fits of ‘uncontroliv® anger.
The other males scattered in'all di-

brute had felt the vertebrae of one snap
between his foaming jaws.

babe. was ignorant of the state of the
mighty male’s tempér until the sbrill
warnings of her fellows caused her to
scamper madly for safety.

But Kerchak was close apop ber, so
cwize that he bad almost grasped her:
 aukle bad she not made-a furious leap
far fnto space from one tree to another |
+—a perilous ‘¢hance ‘which apes seldom

take, unless 80 closely pursued by dan-
ger that there is no other alternative.

She made the leap successfully. but
as she grasped the limb of the further
tree the sudden jar loosened the bold
of the tiny babe where it clung frantl.
eally to ber neck.'and she saw the little
thing haorled. turning and twisting, te
the ground thirty feet below. .
ed ‘headlong to its side, thoughtiess
when she gatheréd the wee wuinngled

form to her bosom life had left it
With low moans she sat coddling the

‘a8 suddeniy as it bad seized him.

.fest the vicipity of the cabin. bunt as}

1 the end the animals learneéd to fear the |

‘'head, which denoted more intelligence

ir flerce, terrible beast of a species close-
" |'intelligence, which, with the strength
~{of their cousins, made her kind the
8 | ' most fearsome of those awe inspiring
|| progenitors of man. ;i

| rage bad ceased they came slowly-

¥ { played and frolicked about among the '

. | and, with a word of tommand to them

<} the ground, ‘where it was open, follow-

who lay still‘and cold in the bed besidé :
For a long time mo sound broke tne |
In the forest of the tableland a mile |

: » of rage among |.

‘pections, ‘but not before the infuriated %

Then be spied als. Who, returning |
from a search for food with her young.

With a low cry of dismay Kala rush- 1

now of the danges from Kerchak. but |

body to ber, nor did Kerchak attempt:| '
‘bebe his fit 6f demoniscal rage passed | _°

s, and

up his brute inind to own that deuth

fealing contrivanee and to explore the
interfor of the mysterious den:

He wanted to feel his teeth sink
intu the heck of the gueer animal that
he had learned to bate and fear, aud
because of this he came often with his
tribe to reconnoiter, waiting for a time
when the white ape shpuld be off his
guard. :

Of late they had guit attacking or
even showing themselves. for every
time they had done so in the past the
Jittle stick had roared out the terrible
message of death tv some member Of

.} the tribe.

Today there was no sign of the man
about, and from where they watched

| they could see that the cabin door was

open.  Slowly, cantiously and. noise-
_Jessly they c¢rept through the jungle to-
ward the little Tabin.

On they came until Kerchak bim-
seif slunk steaithily to the very door
and peered within. Behind him were
two males and then Kala, closely
.straining the .ittle dead form to her

;| breast,

.ing perhaps 350 nds. . His forehead
. was extremely low and. receding, shis
“eyes “bloodshot; small and ¢lose ‘set to
his coarse, flat nose; his ears large and
thin, but smaller than most of bis
king. -~ 20 AT T N S AL s

“His awral temper and his mighty
strength made bim supreme among the
. little tribe into which he had been born
some twenty years before.

Now that he was in his prime, there

was no simign in all the mighty forest
‘through which he roved -that dared
' contest his right to rule, nor did the
‘other and larger animals molest him.
' - Old Tantor, the elephant, alone of all
.the wild, sdvage life, feared him not—
and him alohe did Kerchak fear. When
i Tantor trumpeted the great ape scur-
;ried with his fellows high among the
trees of the second terrace.

The tribe of anthropoids, over which
‘Kerchak ruled with an iron hand and
‘bared fangs, numbered some six or
seight families, each family consisting
‘of an adult male with his wives and
;children—some sixty or seventy apes,
sl Bold SRRt i :

Kala was the youngest wife of a
‘male called Tublat, meaning “Broken
Nose,” and the child she had seen dasb-
ed to death was her first, for she was
,but nine or ten years old.

Notwithstanding her youth, she was |
large and powerful—a splendid, clean
[imbed animal, with a round, high fore-

‘than most of her kind possessed. 8o
:alxo she had a greater capacity for
mother love and mother sorrow.

But she was still an ape, a huge,

ly allied to the gorilla, yet with more

Then' the tribe saw that Kerchak's.

down from their arboreal retreats and’
pursued again the various occupations
which he had interrupted. The young

" They had passed an hour or 50 ,thﬁl
when Kerchak caligd them together.
to. follow him, set off toward the sea.

\_ They traveled for the most part upon

ing the path of thé great elephants

@R vsate

Have Frozen Him With Horror.

whose comings and goings break the
only roads through the tangled jungle
mazes of bush, vine. creeper and tree.
When they walked it was with a roll-
ing, awkward . motion, placing the
knuckles of their closed hands upon
the ground and swinging their ungain-
y bodies forward.

But when the way was through the
‘lower trees they moved more swiftly,

| a gitmpse of what ¢ within.
Suddenly m osed
jere was a B

_The Sight That Met His Eyes Must.|

Inside the den they saw. the strange
white apeilying half across a table. his
bead buried in’ his' arms, and on the
"Bed lay a’figure covered by a sallcioth,
while from a tiny rustic cradle came
the plaintive wailing of & babe.

Noiselessly Kerchak entered, croych
ihg for the charge. apd then John Clay-
ton rosa with a sudden start and faced
them. %

The gight that met his eyes must
have frozen him with borror. for there,
within the door, stood three great bull
apes, while behind them crowded many
more; how jnany be unever Enew. for
bis ‘revolvers were hanging on the far
wall beside his rifle and Kerchak was
charging. :

When Kerchak released  the limp
form which had been John Clayton
Lord Greystoke, he 'turned his atten-

Kald was there before him, and when
he would have grasped the child she
snatched it herself, and before he could
intercept her she had bolted through
the door and taken refuge in a high
tree.

As she took up the little live baby of
Alice Clayton she -dropped-the -dead

8 her wild breast which the dead could
not still. 3 :
High up among the branches of:a
mighty tree she hugged the shrieking
infant to ber bosom,:and soon the in-
stinct that was as dominant in this
fierce female as it bad been in the
breast of his tender and beautiful
mother—the instinct. of mother love—
reached out to the tiny man-child’s
half formed understanding, and he be-
ca; m _equ’s e B ¢ E i 4
. Then, hunger closed the gap between
them, and the son of an BEnglish lord
and an English lady pursed at the
‘breast of Kala, the great ape.
- Once satisfied that Clayton was dead,
| Kerehak turned his attention to the
. thing which lay upon the bed. covered
by 8 .piece of sailcloth. e
A moment he 1let his fingers sink
deep into the cold flesh, and then, real-
izihg: that ‘she was already: dead, he
turned ‘from her to examine the con-
tents of the room, nor did be again
.molest the body of either Lady Alice
or Sir John, . oy : e
" The  rifie hanging upon the wall
‘caught his:first -attention’
"stick that he bad yearned for months;
but: now..that it . within_ his grasp.

| be séarcely had the:rqi‘erlfy to seize it.
o - the. rifle |

Finally as. torn frot - its

. [ hook and lay in the grasp of the great

brdte. - ‘Finding that it barmed him
not. “Kerchak began to examine it.
‘During all these qperations the apes

‘| who had entered sat huddied near the

door watching their chief, while thase
outside strained and crowded to catc

apon the

quite harmiess by {tself if left alone.
The cleverly consiructed latch which
Clayton had -made’ for thedoor had

Kerchak wu"nhnpthjmv*i

tion toward the lttle cradle, but”

body of ber own into the empty cradie.’
The wail of the living had answered |
the call of universal motherhood with-

CHAPTER H.
The White Ape.
ERLY Kala pursed her Hi-

f te waif. wondering silently

why it did vet ganin strength

and agility as did the little apes
of other mothers. It was pearly o year
from the ! time the little fellow came
into her pussession before he would
walk alone, and as for climbing—my.
but bow stupid be was! ‘

Kala sometimes talked with the older
females about her young hopeful. but
none of them could understand bow a
¢hild could be.so slow and backward
in learning to care for itself. Why. it
could not even find food alvne, and
more than twelve moons had’ passed;
since Kala bad come upon it.

Had they known that the child bad
seen thirteen moons before it had come
into Kala's possession they would have
considered its case as absolutely bope-
less.

Tublat, Kala’s husband, was sorely
vexed and but for the female's careful
watching wonld have put-the child out
of the way. -

“He will  never be a great-ape,” he
argued. "Always will you have to
carry him and protect him. What good

a burden.

“Let us leave him quietly sleeping
among the tall grasses, that you may
bedr other and stronger apes to guard
ts in our old age.”
< “Never. Broken Nose,” replied Kala.
“If I must earry him forever, so be it."!
- Tublat went to Kerchak to urge himy
to use his authority with Kala ‘#nd/
force her to give up little Tarzam,
which was the name they had givento

meant “white skin.” :

about.it Kala threatened te run awdy,
from the tribe if they did not leave her
ingeace with the child, and as this is
one of the unalienable rights ‘of the

among their own people, they bothered
her mno inore, for Kala was a fine,
clean limbed young female, and they
.did not wish to lose her.

As Tarzan grew he made more rapid |

strides, se that by the time be was ten
years old he was an excellent climber
and on the ground could do many won-
derful things which were beyond the
powers of his little brothers and sisters.

In many ways did he differ from
them, and they often marveled at his
superior cunning, but in strength and

gize he was deficient, for at ten the

great anthropoids were fully grown,
some of them towering over six feet
in height, while little Tarzan was still
but a half grown boy.

Yet such a boy!

From edarly infancy be had used his
hands to swing from branch to branch
after the manner of bis giant mother.
and ds hé grew older he spent bour
upon hour daily &peeding through the

He could spring twenty feet across
space at the dizzy hgl'ghta of the forest
top 'and grasp with anerring precision
.and without apparent jar @& limb wav-
ing wildly in the path of an approach--
ing tornado. . LA ; i
~He could drop twenty feet at a
stretch from Hmb to limb in rapid de-
scent to the ground, om he could gain
the utmost pinpacie of the loftiest trop-
ical giant with the ease and swiftness;
of & squirrel. .Though but’ten years

jungle animals with which ¥

-{ ed him feelings of intense shame, for

old. he was fully as strong as the aver-

is: first -atte It was for age man of thirty and far more agile
strange, death dealing thunder than the most practiced athiete ever

becomes. And day by day his strength
was increasing. -

His life among the nerea apes. bad {in an atte

been -happy, ‘for his recollection held

' no.ather jife. nor did be know: that:

there existed within the universe aught
‘else than his Nttle forest ‘dnd the wild
was fa-

He was npearly ten before he com-
mesiced to realize that a great differ-’
ench existed between himseif and his
tellows. ' His little body, burned al-
most black by, exposure, suddenly caus-

less, like some low snake or reptile.
‘the higher land which his tribe

-frequented was a. little lake, and it

was here that Tarzan first saw his face.

in the clear, still waters of its bosom. "

: a sultry day of the dry

"he and one of his cousins-

beside those of ihe" aristocratic ‘scion
of.an old Englisk bouse.

Tarzan was gspalled. It had been
bad enough to be hairless,2but to own
‘such a countenance! He wondered that
the other dpes could look at him at-all

So intent was he upon his personal
appraiséement of his featul that he
did not hear the parting“of the tall
grass behind him as & great body
pushed itself stealthily through the
jungle, nor did his companion, the ape,
" hear -either, for he was g@rinking. and
the noise of his sucking lips drowned
the quiet approach of the intruder.

Not, thirty behind the two he
crouched—Sabor, the tiger—lashing his
tail. - Cautiously 'he moved a great
padded paw forward, noiselessly plae-
ing it before he lifted thé next. Thus
bhe advanced, his belly” low, almost

prey. ; : :
Now he was 'lﬂlln ﬁq feet -of the

| will he.be' to the tribe?. None. Only {

the tiny Lotd Greystoke 4nd which |}

But when Kerchak spoke to her

jungle  folk, If ‘they be dissatisfied | }

treetops with bis brothers énd iisu}n.'w

"] ha%ve delonged to his fair youn

| . An instant be paused thus us though
turned to stome. and then. with an aw-
ful scream, he sprang.

“‘Sabor. the tiger. was a wise hunter.
To one less wise the wild alarm of his
flerce cry as be sprung would bhave
seemed  a foulish thing. for could he
‘not more surely bave fallen upon his
victims had be bt qnietly leaped with,
out that loud sbriek?

But Sabor knew well the wondrous
guickness of the jungle folk and their
almost unbelievable powers of hearing.
To them the sudden scraping of one
‘blade of grass neross anvther was as
effectual a warning as his loudest cry,
and Sabor knew that he could not
make that leap without a little noise.

His wild seream was not a warning,
put instead was meant to freeze his
poor victims in a /paralysis of terror
for the tiny fraction T Wn 1ostant,
which ‘would suffice. for his mighty
claws to sink into their soft flesh and
hold them beyond peradventure:of: es-
cape.

In so far as the ape was concerned,
Sabor reasoned correctly. The little

O —

And Then, With an Awful Scream, He
Sprang.

fellow crouched trembling just an in-
stant. but that instant was quite long
enough to prav¥¢ his undoing. -

Not so, however, with Tarzan, the
man-child. Before him lay the deep
waters of the little lake. behind him
certain deathi-a eruel death beneath
tearing claws and rending fangs.
Tarzan had always bated water, ex-
cépt as a medium for guenching his
“thirst. He hated it because he com-
nected it with the chill and discomfort
of the torrential rains, and be feared
it for the thunder and lighthing and
wind: which accompanied it.

- But of the two evils his quick mind
chose the lesser, and beéfore the gréat
| beast had covered balf his leap Tarzan

AN RN

+He could not swim, and. the water
was very deep.  But still he lost no

particle of that self reliance and re-
of his guperior, being.

| Rapidly e moved bis bands and feet
mpt ‘to ‘séramblé upward, }

and, possibly more by chance than. de-
sign, ‘he fell into the stroke. that a dog
: when swimming, so that within a’

and hefound that he could keep it
there by continning his strokes . and
also make progress through the water.
. He was much surprised and pleased
with this new acquirement which had
been so suddenly thrust upon him. but
he had no time for: thinking! much

4 upon it. : o Ve L
He was now swimming parallel o |

the bank, and there 'he saw the cruel
beast that would have seized bim
crouching upon the’ still ‘form of
playmate. & Sy 7
The tiger was intently watching Tar.
zan, evidently expecting him to return
| to shore, but this the boy had no inten-

{

‘ently forty or fifty great apes swung
rapidly and majestically ‘through the
trees toward the scene of tragedy.

In the van was Kala, for she had
‘recognized the tones of her best be-
loved, and with her was the mother of
the little ape who -lay dead beneath

‘felt the chill waters elose above his | ¢

| sourcefniness ‘which were the badges | jli

ew:seconds his nose was above water, |

i

bad she lived § mother

When he was disobedient she cuffed
bim. it is true. but she wus never cryw
to bim and was more often curess -
than chastising him. e

Tublat. her husband. always hat
Tarzan and on several oceasiops e

evera CCasiops d
come near ending his youthful « I

Tarzan's superior iotelligence d
cunning permitted bim to | ‘
thousand diabolical tricks 10 adg
burdens of Tublat's life

Early in his boyhood he had l¢y
to form ropes by twisting and
long grasses together, and with
be was forever tripping Tublat !
tempting to bang him from some over.
banging branch.

By constant playing and experiment.
ing with these be learned to tie rude
knots and make sliding nooses. anq
with these he and the younger apes
amused themselves. What Tarzan did
they tried to do also, but he alone orig.
Inated and became proficient.

One day while playing thus Tarzan
bad thrown bis rope at one of his flee-
Ing cowpanions, retaiping the other
end in his grasp. By accident the
noose fell squarely about the running
ape's neck., bringing him to a sudden
and surprising halit.

Ah, bere was a new game. a fine
game. thought Tarzan, and immediate-
ly be attempted to repeat the trick.
And thus, by painstaking and contin-
ued practice, he learned the art of rop-
ing.

Now, indeed. was the life of Tublat
&' living nightmare. In sleep, apon the
march, night or day, he never knew
when that quiet noose would slip about
his neck and_ nearly choke the life out
of him. Kala punished. Tublat swore
dire vengeance, and .old Kerchak took
notice’and warned and threatened, but
all to no avail.

In Tarzan's clever little mind many
thoughts revolved. and back of these
was his divine power, of reason.

If be could catch his fellow apes
with his long arm of many grasses,
why not Sabor, the tiger?

The wanderings of the tribe brought
them often near the closed and silent
cabin by the little landlocked harbor.
To Tarzan this was always a source of
never ending mystery and pleasure.

He would peek into the curtained
windows or, climbing upon the roof,
peer down the black depths of the
chimpey in a vain endeavor to solve
the unknown wonders that lay within
those strong walls.

It was on the next visit to the vicini-
ty following the adventure with old
Sabor that as he approached the cabin
Tarzan noticed that from a distance
the door appeared as though an inde-
pendent part of the wall in which it
was set, and for the first time it oc-
curred to him that this might prove
the means of entrance which had so
long eluded him.

He was alone, as was often the case
when he visited the cabin. The apes
tiad 1o love for it. The story of the
thunder stick, having lost nothing iu
the telling during these ten years, had
quite surronnded: the white man's de-
serted cabin with an atmosphere of
weirdness and terror for the simians.
The story of his own connected with
the cabin had never been told him. In
a dim, vague,way bad Kala explaine?

a
he

B rod
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in the Middle of the Floor Lay @&
Skeleton,

to him that  his father had been 2a
strange’ white ape, but he did oot
know that Kala was not his own
mother.

:On this day he went directly to the
door and spent hours éxamining it and
| fussing  with the binges, the knob and
the lateh. Finally he stumbled upon
‘the right combination. and the door
swong creakingly open before his as-
tonisbed eyes.

For some minutes he did not dare
venture within, but finally, as his eyes

1 became aceustomed to the dim light of

th - interior, he slowly and cautiously

/';-..m
¢} In the middle of the floor lay 8

'skeleton, every vestige of flesh gone

5 [ from the benes. to which still clung the
‘Imildewed remnants of what had once
‘fbéen clothing; upon the bed lay 2
~ similar grewsome thing. but smaller,
¥ while In s tiny cradle near by was a
10| ¢third, a wee mite of a skeleton.

il ‘,b,mammu.nom

1 did little Tarzan give bot pass-
ﬁkum His wild jungle life bad io-
ared

bim to the sight of dead and dy-

‘Mmmubmmum
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