" two Provinces of Essequibo and Demerara were united, their Judicial and Legisla~ .- -
.. tive Establishments being at the same time combined,iand the right of suffrage altered .. .
.. by most important constitutional changes. :In 1831; Berbice was united to'thebefore =~ . - .
. united Colony of Demerara and- Essequibo; the Judicial: and’ Liegislative-Establish- .
. ménts'and the right of suffrage being again at the samietime altéred by ‘equallyim-. -
" portant constitutional changes, by orders of the King in-Council; and anew Comntis- -
... sion of Government, dated the 4th of March, in that yedr.. By the latter Sir<Benja- -
. min D. Urban was. appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief of all the'T'erritoties .-
-within those three Colonies, which were thenceforth declared to be united and.collec- = - -
- ‘tively to form one Colony, and to be governed according to the constitution of the before - * .- -
. - United Colony of Demerara and Essequibo, the constitution- or form of civil govern~
- ment of Berbice being declared to be thereby abrogated and dissolved and extinct;and
‘merged in the Government now: introduced. . A provision follows, that: for: the-pur- =~
. - poses of a certain Act of Parliament, the 5th, Geo. IV. c. 113, Berbice shall stillcon-"- - = .-
. - -tinue & distinct and separate Colony.. Such proceedings asthese. -are, it ‘isiappres ..
"~ hended, ta be justified only by the supreme -and absolute power of the Crown'to dead -
© -at- its will ‘and pleasure ‘with - conquered Countries. 'The ‘Inhabitants of Guyana
‘however have not failed to complain of this exercisé of the King’s prerogative. - They . : .
. deny its right to annul their ancient form of Government; a compact,:-they eontend;
. having been solemnly entered - into at the Capitulation in. 1803, and signed by theéir- -
Legislative as well as their Military Authorities, stipulating that the religion; *laws;" -
" liberties,. and institutions of the inhabitants. should. be guaranteed to:them; unkess
altered with their own consent. ~ - - . . Sl Tt
.. -In 1665 the Island of Jamaica, after having been 146 years in the hands of Spain,
_'was conquered by the British forces sent out by Oliver Cromwell.* “A°Military Go+ .
vernment only existed for some years at first. - A I.egislative Council was authorized: . -
in 1661. The Legislative Council and Assembly wereinstituted in 1662, and the first " "
. Assembly ¢éalled in 1664. -And Assemblies have existed in succession-ever:since:-is.
'This Conistitution depends here, as in all other Royal Governments, uponthé: King's'
~ ‘Comimission and .Instructions to the Govérnor. -The attempt-made by Charles: the:
. Sécond in 1678 to change this Constitution for one somewhat similar:to- Poyning’s: -
" - Irish Act, wasmadeby introducing an. Actof that character-into- the Assembly,-which -
rejected the measire, The King’s motive is Supposed to have been to obtain‘the 4 - '
_ per cent. -duty before granted in Barbadoes. In 1839, on the Assembly of Jamaica:
_refusing to exercise their: legislative functions, the stat. 2 & 3 Vict. ¢-26; wds passed;
. which gavethe Governor and Council of the Island power to revive expired Laws for

a limited time: .- - .

T Jumased

" YheCayman Islands. - L& Cayman Iglands are called 2 Dependancy of Jamaica.- * They-are under. the

- authority:of the ‘Governor of that Island, who issies a Commission of the Peace for

- the administration of justice there, but.in no way are their affairs . interfered with-or. ~ .
‘governed -by: the Assembly of Jamaica. . Coe T e L e

. Hiues. . The condition of this possession is extremely peculiar. -~ Its Laws were otiginally .-

made and long administered by the voluntary consent of the Inhabitants. - In 1766 4
. 'Code of this kind was sanctioned by Sir-Wm. Burnaby, the Naval Commander-in -
"Chief ‘on the Jamaica Station. 'The Jamaica Slave Act was introduced: hére-by-the -
.. . like consent of the inhabitants, who still assemble and meke their own Laws;subject” .~
" " to the.approval of the Superintendent. -This officer was some time (from!'1749) ap-'. - ..
- .pointed by the Governor of Jamaica, until the validity of -such an-guthority having .-
- beéen questioned, 'in the case of Bradley v. Arthury reported in 4 B, & €202, theap- .
pointment has since been' made by the direct authority of the Crown.. . But the very.. -
. peculiar character of this Dependancy may prevent its affording any: just inference-or ..
- .~ .. 1llustration inthe present question. . . - T , T
" wue gassmes. .~ 'Theé Bahama Islands, originally of Spanish ‘dominion, . were golonized by-Enghand "
CLUTT s first in 1629, reconquered by the: Spanish in 1641, and by the -English -again in-1666; .
" In;1667 the Islands were granted to the Province of Curolina.- Fhey v‘wére;'ggdinemk‘t:r_r L
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