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IS FIRE UNDERWRITING A PROFITABLE 
BUSINESS.
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Finn Rnum. —Sunnidsle, Aug. 29.-A mo 
disastrous lire occurred at this place. It origins 
ed in the, woods and spreading to the village of 
SunnUale committed greet destruction. Among 
the Iwildinp destroyed were the peawnger and 
freight house of the Northern Railway, insured for 
«850; alied and contents, «1,300; station agent's 
house, «250; total, «3,300. The loua is equally 
divided between the British America, Imperial, 
l’hcrnix, of London, Western an 1 Provincial

Aahbcrnham, Ont, Aug.—A IVtcrburo' paper 
says that am the 15th inst, a house in Aahburu- 
ltain, used aa a tavern, but not occupied at present 
a dwelling of Mr. Mowry, but occupied by Mr. U. 
Brook, and Mr. John Clarke's tannery, and the 
stables and sheds attached to all these buildings 
were consumed by fire. The lose may be summed 
up thus The tavern stables ami shed about 
«16,060 ; owned by Joseph Sedgwick. Mr. 
Mo wry's loos is about «1,500 ; insured for «1,000. 
Mr. (lark's loaa hr considered about «3,000 ; in­
sured for «1,400 in the Royal and .Etna. Total 
loaa about «6,000 ; total insured, «3,400.

FuILrton, Aug.—A large born belonging to Mr. 
Michael Goetz, waa struck by lightning and 
totally consumed, together with its entire contents, 
consisting of the principal part of this mason’s 
harvest, ami a lot of machinery and implements. 
The fire spread with meet rapidity, and no sooner 
waa the dreadful crash heard by thorn near, than 
the whole bam was one sheet of Same. The pro­
perty destroyed consisted of 500 bushels of foil 
wheat, 40 tons of hoy, he., he. The km is esti­
mated at over «3,000, end there is no insununv.

Belle River, Ont., Aug. SI.—VanOrden'a mill 
waa destroyed under very auspicious rircurorianocs. 
One or two arrests ha-e since lie* made. Lorn 
heavy; insured in Commercial Union for «1,000, 
and in the Quern for «1,000.

»t. John, N.B., Aug. —The «teem saw mill of 
Messrs. Tortlott k Allingharo was totally destroy­
ed by ire on Therwlay evening. Insurance «8,000. 
The'fire fa supposed to be the work of an incen­
diary.

Goderich, Aug. 81.—The Press dispatch save, 
on Sunday a fire broke out in a large wooden 
block on West street belonging to Dr. Gordon, of 
Goderich, and Thomas Robertson, of Dundee, and 
occupied bÿ W. Mom, shoemaker, K M«< urmick, 
tailor, Mias Taylor, mil liner, Mr. Tliompeon, 
.shoemaker, and Mr. Sharp aa a dwelling. The 
building being old and ary, the flames spread 
rapidly, and in a short time communicated with 
the brick North American hotel, kept by Andrew 
Donogh, which too fell a prey to the devouring 
dunes. No water could be procured for the en­
gine, but Iry the use of pails and zealous exertions 
of the citizens the Rank of Montreal building on 
the met was saved. Several buildings on the op- 
I«mite side of the street were Ami, but promptly 
extinguished. The North American hotel w«a 
insured for «1,600 on building in the Provincial 
insurance company, and for «500 ou furniture hi 
Toronto Mutual which it is thought will folly 
cover Mr. Donogh's low. Mr. Gordon luul «500 
insured ou woolen block, lmt I cannot ascertain 
what amount, if any, Mr. Hobertson has un his 
portion, the lorn of occupants except Mias Taylor, 
will be smaU, aa meet of their gouda were saved, 
but of course damaged. The fin- is mid to have 
originated in Mias Taylor’s shop, lmt how is yet 
unknown. She places her lose at «800, and has 
insurance of «760. Fortunately the wind was not 
strong and happened to be in the right direction, 
or one-eighth ef the town would undoubtedly 
have been burnt *

New York Like—The New York Ufr Insu­
rance Company has made a deposit with the Go­
vernment, ami has, we are informed, obtained the 
neceumrv license to transact Lifo Insurance busi- 
new in the Dominion of Canada.

Schooner DvxnsRsnnc. —This vrsert, which 
sunk of Point au Barques some time since, mm 
insured for «36,006, as follows : Home, of New 
York, «5,00»; Western, ef Buffalo, «5,006; Vu- 
dcrwriUrs" Agency, «5,000; Detroit Fire and Ma­
rine, «5,000- .Etna, «10,600, and Home, of New 
Haven, «'’*,06'' The cargo was covered aa follows: 
Security, of Ne Turk, «15,006 ; Western, of 
Buffolo, «13,00 National of Boston, «6,060; 
Republic, „f « ago, «5,000.

Muxtue.ii. Water Works. A Committee of 
the City Council at a late meeting, recommended 
that the eem of «35,600 hr appropriated for the 
conatrurtkn ef certain engine honsea sen «Tiling to 
plana and specifications approved by the Com­
mittee. A further sum of «4,060 was voted for 
defraying certain expenses, and the contract Id to 
Mr. John Donnelly at «84,315. At the same 
meeting the contract for the construction of a 
central fire station was swanlrd to James Hew lev 
k Co., for the sum of «<606.

Halifax Firr Department.—The following' 
figures, which we take from a Halifax paper, show 
the various Amounts cuntrilmted by the Fite In­
surance Comjanies to the revenue of that city 
during the years 1863, ’«< 65 and ’64 ; as aim the 
sums paid by the city iu support of the Fire De­
partment during the same period» :—
Attornment pouf *y tile rations Insurance Comjmnits :

In 1863,. .................................. «8,733 06
1864.. :................................... 4,378 67
1865, ..................................... 2,786 76
1866, ........................    3,044 84

t ------------
Total, ................ . t... «13,740 11

The average being «3,437 38. 1
City KxftmAUnrt on arrosent nf the Firr Department :

In !••*,.......... ................ .... «2,648 65
1864,..................................... 3,092 93
1865.. .................  4.000 00
1866.. ........................  3,540 06

—

Total...... ................... «14,181 48
The average being «3,646 27. It will thus be 
seen that the Insurance Companies alone nearly 
supported the Fire Department, the difference 
against them being only a little over «100. x

he relief in a brief period of unusual prosperity, the 
law of art ram will anon amrrt itself; bringùqt, 
js-rhàps. untold and nnparuUcd disaster».

That »r* may he aide, not leas to hrrim the im- 
norton- e and necessity of reform to the notice of 
insujuaoe companies, than to illustrate the aheur- 
ditywf the public prejudice against the existing 
rates of insurance, we [rent herewith an original 
analysis of insurance receipt* and disbursement» 
for foe last three yaara, as compiled by ns foam 
the returns of the one hundred and sixtr-ffaur fire 
anffire mar ne companies doing busing* in the 
stuta of New York :

INCOME.

rjwiremlRWi...... «36,419,686 55 «33.381.dM 76

premiums----------- <168,653 78
Interest and reuta.. . 4,786,6» »
Misozllam-ons receipts 131,865 08

Total cash income «54,525,746
Fire, premiums .......«36,162,138
Marine awl inland

Æium»............. <083,837
land rent...... <752,841

Miscellaneous receipts 219,971

86 «43,5118» 96 
46 «03.863,133 71

33 16.857,567 52
56 1 <015,436 M
17 6211383 «8

11 «<371.646 Iff 
11 AMM» 7»...

E*cm at krem awl~~

Svtffprem*mri|ds «1,608,353 00 «8,002,3» 37


