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Our Ottawa Letter
Small Prospects of Free Wheat and Tariff Revision

t By The fluide Special Correspondent)

Ottawa, Jan. 16.—The third session of 
the present Parliament got 'away to a 
slow start yesterday. There was even 
less in the speech from the throne than 
had Jieen anticipated. As predicted in 
this letter last week the naval question 
has been dropped for the time. About 
that there will be no disposition on the 
part of the majority of people to worry. 
A different view will undoubtedly be 
taken of the action of the government 
in absolutely ignoring in the message 
put into the mouth of His Royal High­
ness the Governor General the slightest 
reference to the passing questions of the 
«lay—the need for tariff' revision and Hie 
high cost of living. A few weeks ago, 
following a general agitation for a gov­
ernment inquiry into the existing high 
prices, the appointment was announced 
of a departmental commission to report 
on the subject to parliament. The mat­
ter was not referred to in the speech 
from the throne. Reference was made to 
but five bills which it is proposed to 
bring down: The redistribution measure, 
a bill to consolidate the Railway Act, 
«bills relating to the civil service and to 
trust and loan companies, and a bill to 
provide for additional representation for 
the four western provinces in the Senate. 
The bill relating to the trust and loan 
companies is the one piece of construc­
tive legislation mentioned.

What About Cheap Money?

The notable omissions, in addition to 
rhe naval bill, include the bill relating 
to agricultural credits, upon which Hon.

..Arthur Mrighen is supposed to have
been working; a bill to provide for co­
operative trading societies, asked for by 
the representatives of the Western Grain 
Growers when they waited upon the gov­
ernment in December; the Highways 
Act, twice allowed to go by the board be­
cause the government would not accept 
amendments made by the Senate; the 
bill authorizing the acquirement of T.C.R. 
branch lines;,the bill to extend the scope 
of the Industrial Disputes Act which 
was announced a few days ago and half 
a dozen other measures which it has been 
authoritatively stated would be a part 
«if the sessional program. It was little 
to be wondered at that the speech from 
the throne aroused little enthusiasm and 
that the members of the House of Com­
mons came back to the lower chamber in 
such a listless mood that they almost for­
got to cheer when the new members were 
introduced. The spell was broken mo­
mentarily when Morrison, of Macdonald, 
and Truax, of South Bruce, were brought 
in. A motion made by Hon. Robt. 
Rogers a few momenta later to adjourn 
the debate on the address until Monday 
was agreed to without a murmur. There 
seemed to be a general disposition to 
think that there was not much in the 
speech to talk about and that it would 
be necessary to figure out what had been 
omitted before there could be any real 
discussion of the problems with which 
parliament should deal. The omissions 
will, no doubt, be drawn attention to by 
wav of an opposition amendment to be 
moved early next week, and which will 
be discussed for several days.

Manitoba’s Free Wheat Resolution
The unanimous adoption by the Ma ni 

toba Legislature of a resolution in favor

SASKATCHEWAN 13TH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION

Moose Jaw, Feb. 11, 12 and 13 
Poll Dele /a tes’ in - tr el if n a <■ 

mailed to Local Secretaries and Dele­
gates should enquire for same.

Immediately on arrival register at 
Board of Trade Building, corner of 
Manitoba and Main street, close to 
C.P.R. station, for accommodation 
purposes, then proceed to Institute 
for registration a d I) h te-' |{ 
eeption, Tuesday evening. Feb. 10.
Saskatchewan Crain Growers’ Assn.
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of free wheat, it is, asserted in practi- 
cally all quarters,.is not likely to have 
hiuch influence on the situation. When 
Harvey Simpson, M.L.A., gave notice or 
his rest lotion it was received with 
somethin r like a gasp of astonishment 
by the ] rntectionists of the East. The 
news caused not a little apprehension. 
The natural assumption was that the 
move in the Manitoba House had been 
made as a result of a suggestion from 
Ottawa; that if the three Prairie Prov­
inces would get into line and make a 
unanimous demand for free wheat, the 
boon would be granted at the present 
session of parliament. That belief 
would undoubtedly still prevail down 
here had the opposition members of the 
Alberta Legislature not decided to make 
a trip to the Capital at the present time. 
They came to Ottawa as advocates of 
free wheat, but it did not take more than 
one interview with the government to 
induce them to drop this request. It 'is 
understood that they were told that such 
a proposal would not secure a majority 
of supporters if put to a vote in caucus 
and that for the present, at least, it 
would be impolitic to advocate such a 
policy. What, then, is the explanation 
of the introduction of a free wheat mo­
tion in the Manitoba Legislature? As 
to this everybody is inclined to the view 
that it was introduced with an eye to-the 
provincial elections which the politicians 
say will be held not later than mid­
summer. Premier Roblin, in having a 
free wheat resolution adopted, was sim­
ply acting off his own bat. lie was play­
ing, a clever political game calculated 
to put his government in right with the 
farmers. The impression it was intend­
ed to create would in all probability 
have lasted had not the Alberta delega
tion agr.... 1 to drop free wheat from their
liit of demands, thereby laying bare the 
real situation. Manitoba Conservatives 
are, naturally, not well pleased with 
what has happened, and, as one politician 
candidly remarked today, “That Alber­
ta bunch has queered thé pitch. ’ ’ But 
such is the game of politics, as played 
by the men who are supposed to consider 
the real interests of the people. Unless 
all the signs are wrong it means that any 
hopes of the abolition of the duty on 
wheat at the present session may as well 
be abandoned. The campaign of edu­
cation will have to lie renewed. An ex­
cellent opportunity of converting Pre­
mier Borden may be afforded next sum­
mer. because it is understood that he 
has promised, if his health is good, to 
make a trip through the West after the 
session is over.

The East Objects

A natural query on the part of readers 
of The Guide would be as to why the 
prospects of their request being granted 
this session should be so poor. The an­
swer lies in the simple statement that, 
under existing conditions as to represen­
tation the sentiment of the East is too 
strong. 1 f a free wheat proposal were 
introduced in caucus the government 
would only be certain of the support of 
the limited Conservative representation 
from the three Prairie Provinces. Many 
Ontario Conservatives feel that free 
wheat may be inevitable at an early 
date, perhaps at the next session, but 
just at present the majority of them are 
not prepared to suppf rt the proposal. 
Then the powerful protectionist interests 
of the East are opposed to tariff reduc 
lions of any kind. The Dominion Millers, 
while, perhaps, not openly against free 
wheat, are covertly opposed to its adop­
tion. They say that, owing to the cheap 
i r rates on wheat as oompareu with flour, 
they cannot do a successful export trade; 
and that the home market should 'lie re­
tained for them. All these powerful in­
fluences are at work and nothing short 
of a fear that the Prairie Provinces are 
really in earnest will make wheat free. 
That being the case the abolition of the 
duty need not be looked for before the 
pre election session of 1015; if then. In 
a word, the question is not one of the 
.prosperity and welfare of .the people. It 
is a question of political exj>o<Iienr.y, and 
of political expediency xroly.

SEEDS
STEELE, BRIGGS’

No matter what you need in Seeds, this name stands for 
The Highest Quality

PURITY, QUALITY AND VARIETY
Absolutely unrivalled for Western Canada

11 Booklets—“How to Grow the Best”—152 pages
( opyrighted; FREE TO CUSTOMERS. Covering all leading 
varieties. The fine points about Preparing the Seed Bed, Manuring, 
Starting the Seed, Forcing, Ripening, Storing, etc.,arc all made clear

$ $ $ $ in Prizes for Competition
WRITE TODAY FOR 136-PAGE CATALOG, WHICH 

IS FREE TO ALL ON REQUEST

STEELE, BRIGGS SEED CO., LIMITED
Winnipeg Canada*» Greatest 

Seed House Manitoba

NO MIDDLEMEN’S PROFITS 
WE PAY THE FREIGHT

From Factory to Farmer at Factory Prices !

All kinds of non- 
rusting Stock, 
Storage and 
Oil and Water 
Wagon Tanks

A Money Back 
Guarantee with 

every Tank

HALBRITE STËEL TANK COMPANY
HALBRITE, SASK. 

SEND TOnAY FOR «'ATAI.OOIJE
:

Farmers--Attention !
You can exchange your unencumbered farm lands (improved or wild) for 
inside revenue-bearing city property in Winnipeg.

You will be able to get a good price for your 1'arm lands in this manner, 
especially if you can supply some cash. Inside city property in Winnipeg is 
always on the upward trend, and money Invested in a good dwelling house or 
apartment block will prove a certain source of Income, whilst your farm lands 
may take several years of hard work to become the means of a comfortable 
livelihood. For further particulars apply to—

N. M. WALDO & COMPANY
318-320 STERLING BANK BUILDING WINNIPEG, MAN.

DIRECT
LEGISLATION

The Initiative, Referen­
dum and Redall

The Direct Legislation League of­
fers UT send MR. F. J. DIXON to 
address any organization in Mani­
toba upon this vital topic.
Grain Growers, take this matter 
up with your branch. If you wish 
to secure the services of Mr. Dixon, 
write to our Secretary as soon as 
possible. Do It Now. 
l-'ree literature and information can 
be secured from the Direct Legisla­
tion League of Manitoba, 853 
Chambers of Commerce, Winnipeg.

FREE
Book on
Barn
Building

Thlj contain* Information that 1 
^^*very farmer should know regarding 1 

the Vi n Far y housing of dairy rowv It ex*l 
I-lairi', every fundamental of correct f on st ruction! 

,r arid gives orot«er dimensions arid arrangement. 1 
It descries l.^htmg. ventilation, stable floor*, and I 

r "their construct t< n, and contains suggestions at «out I 
* site. aM«e.inncc. e / o- o.res, design. «Ironage and In* f 

F tide equipment Antle-, u .<! - • i-.j-ded Ly vur Horn | 
Architect* at a <0*1 of ovr r </.

BT SANITARY BARN EQUIPMENT
Unders'anrl, v-e sen 1 you this l«ook —Just for an- I 

I swering these few rj;« * ons. ÎJO ’, ' J it.’'rid to re- I 
I bund or remodel ? J f --w soon? How many dairy I 
I cov *, have you ? Are v j torivdering any new e«juip- I 
I m-rit > Sr- ill we send ' i* «.« g of stall'- and stanchions I | 
| C •’ fl'7 of • irri'.rj* Write to<lay.

IUITY BROS 110.. 0"t. BOB. WINNIPC6. MAN.


