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The Guide is the onmly anada
that is absolutely 0“.‘]:5.9:; l:olotrolhl
by the organized farmers. It is en
independent, and not one dollar of politi.
cal, capitalistic or Special Interegt money
is invested in it. All opinions eXpressed
in The Guide are with the aim to mak
Canada a better eoutry and to b
forward the day when * Equal Rights t¢
All n:ld Special Privileges to None'' shall
prevail. 7

Subscriptions to any part of the British
Empire, $1.00 ;cr Joar; two years, $1.50;
three years, $2.00; five years, $3.00; ten
years, $5.00, in advance. ;orotn sub-
scriptions, $1.50 per year in advance.
Single copies, 5 cents.

Send money by express, st office
bank money order. We c'a’:not Acco;:

responsibility for money sent loosely in
a letter.

THE PRINCIP OBJECTION TO
DIRECT LEGISLATION

All th: objections to Direct Legis-
lation can be condensed into one sen-
tence, “‘ Mistrust of the people.’’

Very few of the opponents of Direct
Legislation will candidly admit that they
believe in government by aristocracy. :

They fence with fine phrases such as: |

‘“The people will make mistakes.’’
‘“The people cannot understand all {he
laws.”” “‘Direct Legislation will be ex-
pensive.’’ ‘‘The rabble cannot legis-
late.”” *“It is unconstitutional,’’ and so
ad infinitum. Is there one sound objec-
tion to the rule of the people in all this
phraseology? Not one.

Surely the people have a right to make
mistakes and with Direct Legislation
they could rectify these mistakes, Now
when legislators make mistakes the
people suffer and have no means. of pre-
verting the mistakes nor of rectifying
them. If mistakes are to be made let
the people make their own mistakes. Ex-
perience will teach them which laws
should be retained and which rejected.

‘“The people cannot understand all the
laws.”’ Neither do the men who make
them. Quite frequently laws pass from
court to court and learned judges differ
as to the meaning of them. The laws
now are unnecessarily involved and in- |
tricate Omne of the strong arguments in
favor of Direet Legislation is that it
makes for the simplification of’ laws.
Surely the laws should be written so that
those who obey them may understand
them.

In the matter of expense. Can the
people be more extravagant with the
publie property than the politicians have
been? Well, hardly. At any rate they
have a right to do as they like with their
own. But, some one objects, there might
be frequent elections which would be
more expensive than the present system.
The answer is that there need be no
special elections so long as the people
were satisfied with the actions of their
representatives. The power would be in
the hands of the people to demand a
vote when they thought it necessary.
The possession of this power by the
people would save millions for the peo
ple—that is why some politicians dislike
Direct Legislation.

As to the rabble legislating, that is
for the rabble to settle’ with those who
make the assertion.

Before election the voters are called
free and independent electors by two

faced politicians; after the election
‘“The Rabble.”’ ;
Armed with Direct Legislation the

voters would always be free and inde-

pendent and the politicians wnub{:run
sequently have a great deal more respect
for them.

is contrary to
much the

Legislation
the British Constitution-—so |
worse for the constitution. Magna f.,hqr |
ta, The Bill of Rights, The Reform Bill |

f

If Direct

of 1832, the Abolition of the ‘Lur-lq"
Veto, in faet every measure which has |
extended the power of the people '),;... :
been declared unconstitutional Well,
they are all constitutional now and !!.r
time for the admittance of Direct Legis
lation 18 overdue,

Party politicians may bar the way for
a time but sooner or later, and the sooner |
the hetter, the people will establish
Direet Legislation and then it will P_u- {
Mr. Party Politician. No

good-bye . :
Direct Legislation Bulletin |

flowers.

I think you will find it true that, be ;
fore any vice can fasten on a man, body, l
mind. or mora) nature must he debilitat l
ed. The and fungi gather on
sickly trees. not thriving ones—O. W. ‘
Holmes
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EASTERN FARMERS PROTEST
Increased Rates on Intercolc nial Resented

Ottawa, Aug. 2.—Premier Borden and
Mrs. Borden returned to the capital
yesterday after a two months holiday
spent at_St. Andrews, N.B. The prime
minister appears to have considerably
benefited by bis trip and proceeded to
his office shortly after his arrival. He
was engaged during the afternoon on
various questions which have craved his
attention.

Trouble in the shape of a Nova Scotian
d«la-gu}sjpn met the premier shortly after
he had made his appearance on Parlia-
ment-- Hill. The delegation was intro-
duced by Chief Whip Stanfield and E. N
Rhodes, M.P., for Cumberland, and ‘the
lines of care which two months by the
sea had helped to erase came back again
to the premier’s face before he had finished
hearing what the deputation had to say.
The conference lasted a couple of hours
and the negotiations are not yet completed.
No official announcement of the results
of the conference were given out, but it
is a matter of general knowledge that the

Intercolonial railway and the new “econ- -

omic” policy of E. P. Gutelius were the
matters umf;r discussion.

The leaders of the delegation were
driven to the capital by their constituents
and expressed the views of their eon-
stituents to the premier. The main
matter for complaint was the increase
in rates put into force by the commission
recently and against which farmers along
the line of the Intercolonial are infuriated
The other question discussed was that
of the impending strike on the line.

Islanders Also Protest

Ottawa, ‘Aug. 4. Hard on the heels
of the Nova Scotia delegation there has
arrived -another voicing a protest equally
strong from Prince Edward Island, and
its farming population. The delegation
is headed by Donald Nicholson, Con-
servative member from the island. The
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delegation will meet Premier Borden
today.

The chief matter of protest which will
be brought to the attention of the prime
‘minister will be the recent 25 per cent.
increase in local rates put into force on
the Intercolonial system, which affects

the entire line running through the island

It will be pointed out to the premier that

every farmer on the island, and almost
its entire population is composed of
furmers, is up in arms against the increase
The delegation contends that the new
rates have doubled and in some cases
trebled the cost of transportation of the
produce of the island to the locat markets
and that many farmers prefer to tuke their
produce by horse and waggon rather thau
pay the increased tolls,

. \
Compared with Expenditures
The heavy expenditures authorized on
various Dominion works by the govern-
ment are cited in contrast to its action

in endeavoring to increase its revenue at -

the cost of the producer and the tiller of
the soil.  Millions of dollars of increase
in militin expenditure are considered to
be unjustifiable in the face of the new
policy of economy instituted on the Inter-
colonial. A further reason for objection
to the increase in rates is the fact that the
minister of railways last sesstonannounced
a million dollars surplus on the Inter.
colonial.

As a result of the visit of the Nova
Scotia delegation, Hon. Frank Cochrune,
through Commissioner Gutelius, has decid-
ed not to risk further loss of prestige for
the party by adhesion to his former
obdurate attitude in connection with the
labor dispute on the Integpeolonial.

Gutelius has notified A, R. Mosher,
president of the brotherhood, that he
will meet the officials of the organization
on August 11, when the various details
of the new schedule will be discussed
and an attempt made Lo reach an amicable
agreement,  Mr. Gutelius has further
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stated that increase in pay will date back
from March. The government believe
thut phase of the trouble may be settled
without need of recotif3e to arbitration.

HARVESTING STARTS
Brandon, Man., Aug. 3. ~The first re-
port, of whest cutting in this district
came from the farm of the hospital for
the insane on Saturday, when 18 acres
of Marquis wheat .was Inid low by the
mower.  This isx the on'y wheat eut in
Crops are ripen-
ing rapidly and it is lu~|irvml that cuttin
will be general in ten days. Se
fields of barley have been cut, inelu ing
that _on the. experimiental farm. The
wheat crop on the experimental farm
looks as il it will be ready for cutting
in a few days, unless wet weather delnys
operations

HON. RAYMOND POINCAIRE
Prosident of France

COFFIN MERGER COMPLETED

Toronto, July 27. -The recently dis-
cussed  Cusket  merger has  become
renlity.  The Dominion Casket Manuy-
facturers Lid, with u capital of $3.000,.
000 has tuken over the L’Atiunnl Canket

[ Company Limited, Toronto; The D, W.

Thompson Company, Toronto, Semmens
und Ln-l (nnL-! Company  Limited,
Humilton; Globe Casket Company Limit-
ed, London; Semmens and Evel Casket
Company  (bheanch), Winnipeg; Jas, 8.
Elliott and Son, Preseott; Gieard and
Goden, Three Rivers and  Montreal;
Christie Bros. und Company Limited,
Amherst NS The olivers of the new
corporation  are President, Lorne C.
Webster, Montreal, vice-president, Wm.
Marshall, Toronto; genersl manager, T
W Coles,” Globe  Casket  Company,
London; W. J. MeConnell, Montreal; A,
J. H. FEckhardt, Toronto; Mr, Ivey,
London; M Goden, Three Rivers.

One  million  dollars - cumulative pre.
ferred seven per cent, stock is to be issued,
the remuining two millions to be common
stock. It is claimed that the merger
s not to raise prices, but to reduce over-
head expense

The great guiding lapdmarks of »
wine life are, indeed, few and simple-
to do our duty, to avoid useless sorrow,
to nequiesce patiently in the inevitable,

W. H. Leeky

Marriage is a perpetual pardon, eon-
cossion, wurrender; it's an everlasting

| piving up; that's the divine thing about

'

it William Dean Howells.
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