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Morning Hymn.

New every morning is the love

Our waking and uprising prove ;

Through sleep and darkness safely brought,
Restored to life, and power, and thought.

New mercies each returning day

Hover around as as we pray ;

New perils past, new sins forgiven,

New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.

If in our daily course our mind

Be set to hallow all we find,

New treasures, still, of countless price,
God will provide for sacrifice.

0ld friends, old scenes will lovelier be,

As more of heaven in each wo.see ;

Some softening gleam of love and prayer,
Shall dawn on every cross and care.

“eVe need not bid, for cloistered cell,
"hur neighbor and our work farewell ;
Nor strive to wind ourselves too high,
For sinful man beneath the sky.

The trivial round, the common task,
Would furnish all we ought to ask ;
Room to deny ourselves—a road
To bring us daily, nearer God.

Seek we no man ; content with these,

Let present rapfhre, comfort, ease,

As Heaven shall bid them, come and go:
The secret this, of rest below.

Only, O Lord! in thy dear love,
Fit us for perfect rest above ;

And heip us this and every day
To live more nearly as we pray.

« o »

The Beloved Physician.

It is no ditpnngcme'nt to Dr. Palmer to say
that he is the husband of Mrs. Phabe Palmer, |
the authoress of several important practical re- |
ligious works which have exercised a wide-spread
and most salutary influence on the churches in
America and our own country, and who has
been honoured by the great Head of the Church
to contribute very largely to the revivals of evan-
gelical religion which have taken place in the
Wesleyan and other communities during the
past few years. “The woman is the glory of
the man.”. And the man who has one who is
« heir” with-himself of the “ grace of life,” and
who has both gifts and-graces to eminently serve
the Chureh of Christ, may well and greatly glory
before God. It does not follow that the hus-
band is not the glory of the wife; and in the
case of Dr. and Mrs. Palmer we rejoice to say
the grounds of glorifying and thankfulness are
mutual. Thousands in this country and others
will be glad to know somewhat of the personal
and religious history of one whom they have
the highest reason to esteem and love. W.C.
Palmer was born in New Jersey, United States
of America, on February 7, 1804. While still
an infant, his parents removed to the city of New
York, where the largest portion of his life was
spent. The most important event .of life—the
conversion of the soul to God—took place at the
age of thirteen—a fact, from amongst thousands
which proves that the Divine and saving influ-
ences on the hearts of children are not, as many
erroneously suppose, ephemeral. Why so ? when
youth is the time beyond all others, when the
mind is most susceptible to religious influences
—the period which the Creator has appointed
when He should be remembered and His favour

sought. But the Lord works by means.
Thousands of parents mourn the profitless

course of wayward children, who might have
had their offspring walking hand in hand with
Y. 7 in the paths of usefulness and piety had
”: v pursued the course which Dr. Palmer’s par-
ents did with their son. These parents first gave
themselves to God, and then trained their infant
charge for immortality and eternal life. To the
glory of grace it is due to say that he was, from
a very early age, under the restraining influence
of the all-gracious Spirit. He was particularly
the companion of his pious parents. With them
he walked to the house of God in company, and
talked of the blessed ways of Zion ; and from an
early age he learned experimentally that—

*The ways of Zion yield
A thousand sacred sweets,
Before we reach the heavenly hills,
Or walk the golden streets.”

He said along through his early childhood he
had one standing wish, and that was that he might
know that he was truly born of the Spirit, and
that his sins were blotted out. The happy priv-
ilege was awarded him on his thirteenth birth-
day. His young heart had long been in an in-
quiring state whether it was the privilege of chil-
dren young as himself to enjoy experimental
realizations of adopting grace, and he had now
come to the conclusion that youth was the time
above all others when the heart should be given
up to God, and the outgoings of life established
by being made conformable to the Divine will.

Though so young, his desire for usefulness had
alréady developed itself, and he stood one among
a noble band of Sabbath-school teachers. All
the week prior to the Sabbath which was to usher
bis thirteenth birthday he had been thinking,
“ What a blessed birthday it would be for me if

I might know on Sabbath that this long settled
question in regard to my adoption could be de-
cided by my being consciously born into the
kingdom of grace " According to the faith of
his youthful heart it wus done unto him. On
that eventful Sabbath in the large room where
the Sabbath-school was held, an opportunity was
given for all who desired to confess their need of
an interest in Jesus to manifest it, when young
Walter nobly came forward to confess openly, iy
gratitude to his Saviour, the desire for salvation
that had so long been the moving principle of his
Amid a company of sorrowing penitents he
knelt, and from the outgushings of his inmost
heart began to cry * My Savigur, save me, me "
And ke thus began and continued to plead, un-
mindful of the presence of any but the Saviour
at whose feet he was now casting himself, the
superintendent of the Sabbath-school, who great-
ly loved the work of directing lambs to the fold,
knelt down by him and began to whisper, in
loving, assuring terms, “ My little son, and is
not Jesus your Saviour?  You are saying ¢ My
Saviour, my Saviour ” and is he your Saviour **
“Yes He is my Sgviour, my Seviour " exclaim-

| ed the youthful believer, and in a moment the
| oil of joy was given for mourning, and the gar-
! ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.
| The subject of our sketeh, from his youthful
days, felt that he was called to work in the vine-
|yard of the Lord.. His mind was seriadsly im-
: pressed with the question whether it might not
’ be his duty to give up his favourite project—the
(study of medicine—and enter upon the specific
| work of preparing for the holy ministry. But
after considerations convinced him that no call-
:ingoneanhc(mldbemoreChrisdikciniudm
| and purposes than that of the pious physician. To
{ be scientifically acquainted wtth the mechanism
|of the human body, built by an Almighty hand,
and redeemed at an infinite price for the purpose
of being a habitation of God on earth—what an
ennobling science! And to possess a correct
knowledge of the healing art, so as to know how
to go about doing good, not only to the souls of
the redeemed family, but to their bodies, how
like to treading in the footsteps of the Heavenly
Healer when on earth !

After completing his academic studies, in
which he so succeeded as to meet the approval
of his preceptors, and the abiding love of his
| fellow students, frequently bearing off the palm
where patient, manly investigation was most re-
quired, he entered the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of New York. .

He passed through all the required gnd.-uol;?
of study in medicine and surgery with honou?,
unscathed by the blighting influence of irreligion
and scepticism by which he was surrounded.
Often he- he been heard to adore the riches of
grace in reviewing the dangers to which he
was exposed from sceptical surroundings during
this critical period in his life, declaring that had
it not been for the strong girdings of piety
thrown around him in his youthful days, he must
have fallen into some of the many snares laid for
his feet.

As a medical man he soon became master of
lucrative practice. As years rolled on, the pres-
sure increased, and few have known more of the
toils and pleasures of the successful physician.
That there are toils and solicitudes in the career
of the faithful physician, of which other profess-
ional meri®aay know but little, is true , but there
is also satisfaction in the life of the successful
pious physician of which few can partake.

- Nothing is more sure than that there is a
point beyond which human science or skill, how-
ever mature, may not reach. ‘It is appointed
to man once to die,” and to witness the dissolv-
ing tabernacle and weeping friends is sad; but
even amid these dissevering ties, how grateful the
presence of the pious, sympathising physician
must be to the patient.

But, though Dr. Palmer adopted medicine 2s
a calling, and has been favoured with success
above not a.few of his fellows, it has been a set-
tled conviction with him that his secular business
as a medical man should ever be manifestly sub-
servient to the duties of his religious calling. If
the toils of his profession have been fi ially

his drawing rooms were thrown open on Tues-
day afternoon of every week for Christian people
irrespective of sect. Here it is not unusual to
see ministers and people of four or five denomi-
,nations mingling together for gracious converse
as one, on the common platform of Bible-Chris-
tianity—entire devotion to God. Of these bles-
sed convogations it may be said—

“ Here names and sects and ies fall,
And Christ alone is all in all.”

So great has been the attendance, that the
three capacious drawing rooms have, within the
past few years been thrown into one, making a
room of seventy feet deep, and still at times the
place is too strait. These meetings have often
been spoken of as furnishing the precedent for
the many “ Union Meetings ” which have latter-
ly been so eminently owned of God.

During the past three or four years calls from
near and remote regions, demanding his time as
a lay labourer, have been so abundant and im-
perative, and Providence having favoured him
him with a competency, he has given himself
up to the work of the lay Evangelist.

How few, comparatively, follow the course of
this inestimable man. Having been blessed by
Provid with a petency, where are the
men who devote their labours sacredly to God,
and thus become valuable lay ministers in the
Church of Chrjst >—Chr. Cabinet.

The Origin of Tai-ping-wang.

The following passage is translated in. the Ch:-
nese Mail from a Canton newspaper published in
the Chinese language :—

“ The American ionary, Mr. Roberts—
Lo-heaoutsuen—has gone from Shanghai to Soo-
chow. In the 24th year of Taou-kwang, this
Mr. Roberts used to expound the doctrine of
Jesus, morning and evening, in a church situated
near the Jetty of the Son of Heaven at Canton.
It was at that time'that Hung-seu-tseuen hap-
pened to come to Canton to attend a literary ex-
amination, at which he was unsuccessful. When
in front of the college a book was placed in his
hands, from which, having read it attentively, he
learned that there is but one God—a Being who
exists of himself and by his own proper nature—
and that all the other image-represented gods
are false ones. He then went to the Son of
Heaven’s Jetty, and there attended the preaching
of the Word. He became desirous of enrolling
himself as a member of the aect of Jesus; but
Mr. Roberts, seeing that lie had no proper occu-
pation at Canton, did not dare to give full cre-
dence to his words. After that he returned to
his native place, when, notwithstanding that he
had not in person become a member of the sect,
he removed from his house the images, falsely
styled gods, and where he refrained from placing
a tablet to the holy man (Confucius) in the school
that he had opened. He likewise taught his
fellow-villagers to cast aside their image-gods,
and to believe in the one true and only God. Of
the villagers there were some who received his

encouraging, these earthly gains have not been
heaped up in coffers. It is his belief that the
Christian man is as truly called to do a business
for God as the missionary amogfh cannibals, or
in unhealthy climes, is called to minister for God.
One is called to the less sacrificing work of min-
istering with his open purse and prayers, and
well-concerted plans, and the other to present
the sacrifice of home comforts and friends, time,
health, and often life —*In the great cause of
man's salvation greatly valorous.” More than
one prosperous mission owes its origin to plans
with which he has stood gonnected, and to which
his ever open purse has offered the first instal-
ment. .

His name has long stood as one of the able
board of managers of the Missionary Society of
the Methodist Episcopal Church of America;
and when the philanthropists of America began
their first mighty movements against the mon-
ster Intemperance, he was chosen president of
the Young Men's Total Abstinence Society. He
has ever been a lover of the young, and a sus-
tainer of Sabbath schools. So long as the ar-
duous duties of his calling would admit, he re-
tained his place as Superintendent of a large
Sabbath school. However pressing the duties
of his medical profession, he has, perhaps, suc-
ceeded in not permitting the demands of the out-
er life to trespass on the inner life. This blend-
ed with the early training of grace, has had much
to do with the promotion of that vigorous, win-
ning, symmetrical piety with which his life has
been characterized.

His natural tendencies are hopeful and humor-
ous; but these having been brought early under
the control of grace, have admirably fitted him
to enliven the depressed sufferer, and not only
give a joyous, hopeful tone to homes of the
physically diseased, but have also rendered him
a well-kgown comforter to the morally and the
spiritually depressed,—so that the beloved phy-
sician and the son of consolation have blended.

Few have had more ample opportunities of
entertaining the wise and good of various sects.
A bishop and his lady having made a visit suf-
ficiently protracted at his hospitable residence to
observe his vivacious yet peaceful piety, diffusing
itself in loying, cheerful streams on all around,
the lady of the Lishop exclaimed, “ How is it
Doctor, that you always seem to be happy?
We never hear you speak of trials and tempta-
tions ; do you ever have any ?”

The Doctor looked thoughtful, and then gave
an answer go characteristic of the man that our
sketch could scarcely be complete without it. The
reply was about thus—* Really Mrs. H., I have
so much to do in sympathy with the trials and
afflictions of others, being so constantly about
among the sick, that I find no time to parley
with the enemy Satan, you know is a conquer-
ed foe, and Christ is his conqueror. So when
he comes I say, Glory be to Jesus, glory be to
Jesus, my Saviour! There is nothing Satan
bates so0 much as to hear the name of his con-
queror praised. You know nothing could be
more disagreeable toa foe conquered than to be
compelled to remain within hearing distance
while the name of his conqueror is being prais-
ed ; and therefore Satan does not stay with me
long.”

Among the more important traits of Dr. Palm-
er’s life has been the marked catholicity of his
spirit. Though from his boyhood a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, the
boundaries of his love and labours have not
been circumseribed by denominational barriers.

. It is now almost a guarter of s century since

teaching, and there were others who looked upon
him as a mad-man. In the 27th year of Taou-
kwang he went to Kwangse, when he taught
and established a brotherhood, worshipping the
one true God. At that time the officials were
treating with great severity a gang of banditti,
and some of the members of Hung-seu-tseuen’s
Shang-te sect were ill-treated by them. The
officials, without making any proper or accurate
distinctions, proscribed Hung-seu-tseuen as the
leader of the banditti. Thence resulted the pa-
triotic rising at Kin-teen. Time rolled on, and,
in the third year of Hien-fung, Hung-sue-tseuen
took Kin-lin. In the course of the same year
Mr. Roberts, at Canton, received a yellow enve-
lope from him, containing a letter, in which he
was requested to repair to Kil-lin and there teach
his doctrine. Inthe same year, too, Englishmen
and Americans visited Nankin, making investi-
gations relative to the Long Haired, and inqui- |
ries were then made of the visitors by Mr. Long |
Haired respecting Mr. Roberts. Subsequently, |
when Mr. Roberts heard that he had in this way 1
been asked for, he became desirous to go to |
Nankin, and there propagate his doctrines ; but

the difficulty of communicating with that place |
has, up to the present, prevented him from car- |
rying his wishes into execution. He has now,

however, arrived at Soo-chow, where he is

preaching the holy doctrine.”

¢« wom »
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- REPENTANCE.—To-day, this day, this hour,
this moment alone is ours! What was yester-
day but all our past life renewed, all our memor-
ies reiterated? To-day is the stern reality of
our existence ; let not the sun go down upon our
disobedience, but repent ere yet the recording
angel takes his flight !

- —

To a Cloud at

BY MISS C. A. GARDNER.

Beautiful cloud with the golden wing !

Thou seemest some bright-robed fairy thing !
Sailing along neath the sky’s blue dome,
Sporting on high in thy airy home;
Georgeously bright thou art to behold—
Sparkling in wealth of crimson and gold !

Whither dost wander beautiful cloud,
Wrapping the sunbeam in misty shroud ?
Whence hast thou flown in thy trackless flight,
Gleaming along like a halo of light ?

Dost speed to the land of song and dance,
To blush to the orient sun of France ?

Or art thou seeking the frosty north,

Where winter has hung its ice-gems forth—

Where spring-germs sleep 'neath mantles of |
snow, t

And streams are stopped in their gentle flow—

Where the frost chilled boughs and fthe crispy

grass
Crackle beneath our feet as we pass ?

Dost speed where the orange-flowers blow,

In sunset tints of a deeper glow ?

Art thou sailing on—thy brilliant dyes

To flash in the glow of India’s skies,

Where the sea sleeps calm in deepest blue

And the earth is decked in brightest hue ?
ANSWER.

Beautiful child ; I am melting away

In the burning glance of the sunset ray ;

Like the joys of earth, I feel the blight

Of the beams that lend me hues of light ;

For on all things fair such blight must fall—

Sorrow and tears are the fate of all.

Religions Intelligence.
In our disappointment at not receiving our
usual Home Correspondence, we clip the follow-
ing from the N. Y. Methodist.—{Ep.

FEELING FOR THE AMEICAN UNION IN ENGLAND.

It may now seem rather late, and out of date,
to wish my American readers “ the compliments
of the season,” as the Christmas holidays and the
first week of 1861 are past. I do, nevertheless,
most sincerely wish them “a happy New-Year.”
And I do it the more earnestly, for the grief |I
feel at thejthreats of disunion which have been
uttered among you, the reports of which have
reached us on this side of the Atlantic. 1 be-
lieve that in this country there is but one senti-
ment on the subject; the fulfilment of such a
menace is universally deprecated. We hailed
the election of sucl a man as Abraham Lincoln,
because it did you credit, and was a step in the
right direction ; and we deprecate any comprom-
ise by which its effect may be neutralized. But
we are profoundly convinced that a dissolution
of the Union, with no other provocation than
this, would overwhelm with just reproach those
States which adopt such a course, diminish your
just influence throughout the world, and bring a
reproach on the cause of constitutional freedom
at which tyrants will rejoice. I do therefore most
sincerely hope that * the bands of Orion will not
be loosed,” nor the stars which form your con-
stellation either separate or grow pale

The weather throughout the country has been
remarkably severe ; an intense frost set in before
Christmas, and still continues; the spow lies
deep on the ground, and the rivers are taken cap-
tive, and bound in icy fetters. It is the sever-
est winter that has been known in Great Britain
for many years. Mr. E. J. Lowe writes from the
Beeston Observatory near Nottingham, as fol-
lows :—* I herewith send you a report of perhaps
the most extraordinary cold ever known in Eog-
land—certainly exceeding every record but one,
and that record being looked upon as an error,
and, indeed thought to be an impossible tempe-
rature in England. This morning the tempera-
ture at four fcet above the gréund was eight
degrees below zero, and on the grass 13 ° 8
degrees below zero, or 48 © 8/ degrees of frost.
This was on Christmas day.

THE WEEK OF PRAYER.

The week of special services commenced on
Sunday, January 6th, when discourses weie de-
livered throughout the country by the evangeli-
cal ministers of all d inations, on * The
Promise of the Spirit.” Union prayer-meetings
will be held during the week-days, and on Sun-
day next will be a day of thanksgiving for the
revival of the past year or two ; and the enforce-
ment of the solemn responsibility whi‘h every
Christian is under to spend and be spent in mak-
ing known the name of the Lord Jesus at home
and abroad. The following is the concluding
paragraph of the address in which the proposi-
tion was made, signed by more than a hundred
eminent ministers, and many distinguished lay-
men of all denominations, and which has been
very extensively circulated: *Every day the
standard of the cross advances. Every day new
fields of holy warfare open before us. Every day
the conflict thickens. The aggressions on the
camp of the enemy are stirring up all his wrath.
The very successes of Christ's soldjers call for
feinforcements. Our only hope is in God, our
expectation is from Him. Shall we not with one
heart and one voice call upon Him from whom
our salvation cometh? The Lord hath done
great things for us. Let the posture of the
Church be that of Elijah, prostrate in importu-
nate prayer. It was when all the people shout-
ed with a great shout that the walls of Jericho
fel. Who will refuse to raise the voice of sup-
plication ? The last recorded words of the Son
of Man are reverberating throughout Christen-
dom. Surely I come quickly. Who will not
respond, * Amen, even so; Come Lord Jesus ?”
A series of meetings of the Evangelical Alliance
will be held on a large scale during the week, in
Freemason's Hall, Exeter Hall, and Willis’s
Rooms. The special services for Sunday evea-
ing during the winter in Westminister Abbey
commenced on Sunday last; the preacher was
the Rev. Lord John Thynne, Sub-dean of West-

inster. Arr ts have also been made
for commencing the special Sunday evening ser-
ves in St. Paul's Cathedral on the 27th inst., on
which occasion the Bishop of London will
preach.

s

WESLEYAN MAGAZINE AND METHODIST HYMN-

OLOGY.

The Wesleyan Methodist Magazine opens well
with the commencement of the year, by a large
increase in its circulation, owing to the liberal and
judicious arrangements of our venerable Book

| Steward, the Rev. John Mason ; and by the va-

riety, interest, and importance of the articles con-
tained or commenced in the January number. 1
particularly refer to the following: “ Augustine,
his canons, and his order ;" from the pen of the

| Rev. Samuel W. Christophers, of the Birming-
{ ham West Circuit, who has already enriched the
| Magazine by an essay on “ Eastern Monachism,”

and other articles. Mr. Christopher’s investiga-
tions and remarks on that critical period of
Church history in which St. Augustine lived, are
not only curious and interesting in the light they
throw on various ecclesiastical customs and vest-
ments, and their origin, but they are especially
instructive as cautions and warnings against cer-
tain tendencies of our own times, and evils
against which we ought still to be on our guard.
The “ Anecdotes of Early Methodism in Ireland”
are well worth preucr’\'ing. “ Wesleyan Metho-
dists in the Army, from the pen, I believe, of Dr.
Rule, gives a stirring view of that subject, and
on the necessity of increased assistance among
the soldiers in our Camp at Aldershot. Under
the head of Hore Biblicee appears an essay on
*the Millenium.” It isto be continued in suc-
cessive numbers, and is, I believe, the first- at-
tempt which has been made in the pages of our

a writer in the Spectator, the hymn beginning : |
“ When Israel out of Egypt came.” He now |
corrects these errors. With respect to the last
mentioned hymn (the 223 in our hymn book,) he
says: “There is ro foundation at all for the
opinion that the hymn in the Methodist collec- |
tion was composed by Marvell. As no other
competitor remains, it must be ascribed to Chas.
Wesley. It is found in the collection of Psalms
and Hymns, with the names of the two brothers
on the title-page, of which the fourth edition was
published in 1748.”

The hymn, “Lo! he comes with clouds des-
cending,” appeared in a tract first published by
the Wesley’s in 1758, entitled, “ Hymns of In-
tercession for all Mankind.” It therefore “ ap-
pears to be settled,” says Mr. Burgess, * beyond
all reasonable doubt, that for the fine hymn,”
“Lo! he comes,” we are indebted, not te Thom-
as Olivers, but to Charles Wesley.

The fine melody entitled, “ Helmsley,” and
adapted to this hymn, was composed by Thomas
Olivers, who was also, as you are doubtless
aware, author of the magnificent hymn of twelve

which appears in the appendix of our
hymn-book, in three parts, beginning:—

“ The God of Abraham praise.”

The late venerable John Hickling, so lately de-
ceased, told me that he once heard this hymn
sung by its author.

MR. BURGESS”AND DR. BUNTING.

With respect t6' Mr. Burgess's Wesleyan
Hymnology, 1 have an anecdote to relate which
may interest your readers. On its first appear-
ance, umbrage was taken at its publication by
some of our leading ministers, and it was dis-
paragingly reviewed in the Magazine. Besides
this, the London Book Committee decided
against allowing it to be advertised oii the Maga-
zine cover in the usual way of business. At the
ensuing Conference held in Liverpool, A. D.; a
letter from Mr. Biirgess, complaining of this
treatment was read from the platform at his re-
quest; and his representative, the Rev. Robert
Young, moved “that the London Book Com-
mittee be requested to re-consider their decision.”
This was opposed by several members of that
Committee who were present and on the plat-
form, and among the rest by Dr. Bunting, who
argued *“ that as the Hymn book is ordinarily
used for devotional purposes, it ought not to be
criticised ; because such criticism would un-
avoidably interfere with devotion and have an in-
jurious effect on the mind.” The Doctor was im-
mediately followed by a comparatively junior
minister who thus replied to his argument : * Mr.
Burgess is no more to me than any other bro-
ther; but 1 cannot but consider the remarks
which have been made on his book hypereriti-
cal, and its treatment severe and undeserved.

ly, after singing and prayer, we closed the meet-
ing, and went home with good courage, deter-
mined to plunge deeper into the waters of life.
To-morrow evening we are to have an extra
meeting for and with the seekers. The Lord
be with us in the power of his might !
“ You ask how I find myself in the new place,

to which I can only remark: I have not been |
here more than five weeks yet, and so I am not
prepared to say much of anything; though 1
think, as far as my experience goes, that we
stand a good chance by faith. 1 understand, |
however, that the devil is here as well as at|
Sharpsborg ; the Lord, too. As to me, person-
ally, I am pleased wheresoever kind Providence
may fix my field of labor. I have the same|
battle to fight wherever I am in the world. And |
may the Lord remain in our camp to the end of |
the world. Pray for us. I trust that you are
now joyfully getting along with the erection of
your new church. I am sire that you will have
reason to be glad when you get that ready ; for,
to say nothing of what you have suffered from the
smallness and inconvenience of that little poor
room you have had for a meeting-house, it has
certainly been a great hindrance to your pro-
gress among the rough as well as the civilized
inhabitants of Copenhagen. The good Lord
provide for you, for his cause and for us all!
The want of a paper, which we have so often
poken about, is b g more and more ur-
gent every day. Let us bear these things to
God in prayer. We beg an interest in your
prayer. A friendly greeting to you, your family,
and the Church. From your. unworthy brother
in Christ.”

— e ¢ ———

Dangers of Bible Circulation in
Spain.

Captain Lakey, of the cutter * Sarah Ann,”
now loading at the port of Villavicaosea, in
Spain, with a cargo of fruit for Messrs Ivens &
Chessell, of this city, has been compelled to fly
from that country for the safety of his life, leav-
ing his vessel to be brought to Bristol by any
person the British Consul may put on board.
It appears that Captain Lakey has traded to
that port for-many years, and being on friendly
terms with the people, and finding them very
willing and anxious to know something of our
bible, he presented his friends with one, and
distributed some tracts. This coming to the
knowledge of the priests, created such a sensa-
tion and disturbance that a guard of four men
was put to watch the vessel for seventeen days,
and had the captain gone on shore he would
bave been taken prisoner. Finding the anger
against him so great, Captain Lakey resolved

The Church of Rome invented the bendage of
the Press; she has her Index of Prohibited
Books, and 1 would have you beware of imi-
tating her example. Envy not the oppressor and
choose none of her ways. Deal with books as
with men. If they misbehave themselves, pun-
ish them. You have your Literary Police for
that purpose, (pointing to the editors ;) but do
not seek to hinder their-birth, nor brand them
underservedly on their entrance into the world.
It is said, we must not criticise the hymn-book,
because it is used in devotion. Do we not criti-
cise the authorized version of the Sacred Serip-
tures® Do not commentators, and the collators
of ipts, in their choi g the various
readings, criticise the original itself? And ix the
hymn book holier than the Bible? As to the ef-
fect of criticism on the mind, I can answer from
experience. When very young I read Addison’s
critique in the Spectator on Paradise Lost, m
which he points out faults as well as beauties;
for it has its faults, and there are spots in the
sun ; and yet he rules and enlightens the world.
The effect of reading that criticism on Milton
was, that ever since Paradise Lost has been en-
shrined in my heart next to the hymn-book
and the Bible.” After a few more glowing ob-
servations advocating freedom of speech in Con-
ference and freedom of the pen and the press out
of it, the speaker seconded Mr. Yoang’s motion.
This speech was not replied to. The motion on
being put had so near an equality of votes that
the President had to decide on which was the
majority ; and although he decided that i was
not carried, it was acted on a few weeks after,
and the advertisement of Burgess's Wesleyan
Hymnology duly appeared on the Magazine
cover.

Of course, the question, “-Who is to be our
President at the next Conference ?” has began to
be discussed among the preachers. The Con-
ference, as you are aware, will be held in New-
castle. Asfar as I have had an opportunity of
judging, the contest will mainly lie between the
Rev. John Lomas and the Rev. John Ratten-
bury. Mr. Lomas has already filled the Presi-
dential chair ; namely, at Bradford, in, 1853, and
is again eligible. On the other hand Mr. Rat-
tenbury is an indefatigable brother, and in the
number of votes last Conference was far ahead
of all the other candidates, except the successful
one. If he is ever to be President it should be
at the next Conference. 1 find, however, that
some of the brethren think, that he then passed
his perihelion. THETA.

England, January, 61,

Norway.

The reader will see in the following letter
from the Rev. S. A. Steenson, dated Frederiks-
halc, Norway, December 22, 1860, to Rev. C.
Willerup, superintendent, how much the fruits |
of our missions in Norway, Sweden and l)en-l
mark resemble the fruits of early Methodism in
England and America. Read and ponder well:
—Am. Paper.

“ We are all tolerably well, and the Lord is
with us. The work of God, I think, is advane-
ing. Last night we had again the saving finger
of Jesus pointed directly at us, insomuch, that
after. preaching and a few words of invitation,
twenty-three mourners came forward, casting
Ives at the foot of the altar, weeping,

th

Magazine to grapple with the premillenial theory,
the advocates of which have of late been un-
usually zealous and indefatigable in disseminat-
ing their views. And, lastly, a paper on the au-
| thorship of two of our hymns, by the Rev. Wil-
| liam P. Burgess, the talented author of a volume
: entitled “ Wesleyan Hymnology,” which was pub-
! lished about fifteen or sixteen yearsago. In this
| work Mr. Burgess had erroneously ascribed to
| the Rev. Thomas Olivers, the hymp (our 66th)
beginning :—

“Lo he comes with clouds descending ;” and
to Amivew Marvell, the friend of Addison, and

crying, yea, rcreaming right hard, wanting to
be prayed for. Mr. Svendsen, who owns so
many houses here, and the one we live in, was
also deeply aflected ; but having no power to
rise up and come forward, he lay across the seat,
weeping. It was a good beginning of more re-
freshing seasons from the Lord. Two found
peace while we prayed, agony was increased in
others, and we were greatly strengthened in our
faith, and filled with love. Many of our aristo-
cracy were out, some were standing right up on

upon pl g some of pe. He ac-
cordingly got over the side of the vessel at
night, and laid himself down in his boat, taking
with him one of his crew to bring the boat back.
He landed at another part of the coast, and
made friends with a Spaniard whom he met,
and got him to conduct him to the mountains,
there to wait another guide to take him to Gijon.
Having passed in disguise the first and second
sentry at the entrance of the town undetected,
he came to the pier and fell in with an English
captain, who kindly took him on board his ves-
sel,and locked him in his state-room for six hours,
when, taking advantage at night of crossing the
harbor in disguise, he got on board a vessel just
on the eve of sailing for Liverpool, and thus
made his escape. He is now waiting the arri-
val of his vessel daily expected at that port.—
English Paper.

their heads down with tears and sorrow. Final- | their capture. He

was then shockingly beaten,
and otherwise cruelly ill-used, so that he died
under the treatment, and she was broaght back.
Her Mistress, Polly Whirl, at last told her of
Canada, that refuge for the hunted Tugitive, and
pointed out to her the North Star as her guide
by night. This of course was done without the
knowledge of the brute Whirl. She again §tarted,
and travelled on foot without clothing, subsisting
on herbs and nuts, sometimes parched with thirst,
until she actually reached a place in the State of
Mississippi called the “ Shades of Death.” Here
she gave birth to twin children, one of them
dead. The other she gave in charge to a woman
there. While at the * Shades of Death” she
was arrested as afugitive, put in jail, and claimed
by Whirl who had come in quest of her, and
taken back by him to Galveston. This first re-
gular flight was commenced in March 1858. On
ber réturn to Texas, her master having had some
difficulty in proving her identity swore that he
would mark her in such a manner that hereafter
there would be no such trouble. He slit both
her ears, then branded her on the back of her
left hand with a hot iron, cut off with an axe the
little finger and bone connected therewith of her
right hand, searing the wound with a hot iron,
and also branded her on the stomach with a let-
ter. He heard she had tried to incite more of
the slaves to escape to Canada, and tried to force
her to tell who had told her anything about Ca-
nada, promising not to whip her if she did so.
She with the spirit of a martyr refused to give
any information, whereupon he had her fixed in
what is there technically called a “buck.” This
was doubling her in two, until her legs were
passed over her head, where they were kept by
a stick passed across the dack of her neck. This
violence was the cause of the distortion men-
tioned in the doctor’s statement. While in this
position, several panels of a board fence were
raised, a noteh cut in the boards and her neck
placed in the notch. She was then whipped to
such a degree that the overseer, more humane
than the master, interfered to prevent a murder.
The wounds caused by the lash were-rsibbed with
salt and water, and pepper, to keep away the
green flies. After this, on one occasion, Whirl
struck her on the head with a hoe-handle a num-
ber of times, and actually broke ber skull. She
says herself that a silver plate had to be put in,
and that her master afterwards told her, cursing
her, that she had * a dollar in her head to pay
her way to purgatory.” At another time she
was left for a number of days without anything
to eat or drink. Still later, for some disobedi-
ence on her part, they hoisted her into a tree,
locked a chain round her neck and handcuffed
her wrists, the marks being yet visible. There
she was left for two days and nights, without a
morsel to eat, being taunted with such questions
as to whether she was hungry, and would"like
something to eat, &ec., &c., she never giving the
satisfaction of answering a word. She succeed-
ed at leufgth, by spitting on her hands, in slipping
off the cuffs, with which she wrenched asunder
the locks of the chains around her neck, and
then fell exhausted to the ground. At another
time several of her teeth were knocked out by a
hammer, she having bitten off u part’ of her
master’s nose, and at another time she was knock-
ed down with a whip, leaving & scar of more than
three inches in length on her cheek.

For more than another 9 remained in
Texas, when she again ’
the gulf in a steamer, hiding
rels, and when the Captain
interrogated her as to who she was, she answered
him in unintelligible gibberish, so that he could
make nothing of it. She was quite naked, and

General lﬁisttllz;ué.-

Narrative of the Escape of a poor
Negro Woman from Slavery.

When some years ago Mrs. Stowe wrote ““ Un-
cle Tom’s Cabin,” and the whole world read the
story of the wrongs of the black man, some there
were who did not hesitate to say that though
such things might exist in the brain of the nove-
list, they could nowhere else be found. We lay
before our readers to-day a brief account of the
sufferings of a poor negro woman, caused by the
brutality of a master, which for hideous malig-
nity and fiendish cruelty were beyond the imagi-
nation even of a Legree, and a recital of her
escape from bondage, which for a romantic in-
terest is far beyond anything we have ever heard
of, and another proof that truth is stranger than
fiction. We have the account from the lips of
the woman herself, who arrived in this city on
Monday last, and we have also the statement,
over his own signature, of Dr. Reddy, under
whose treatmerit she now is, which fully bears
out every word of hers regarding the cruelty to
which she had been subjected. Her history in
brief is as follows : —

Born in Washington of free parents, she was
while yet an infant stolen from there, with two
or three colored men and thirty or forty other
“ cattle” by a man named Tom Watson, now
expiating the theft by imprisonment for life in
Richmond Penitentiary. She was taken down
to the neighbourhood of Galveston, Texas. as
the property of Wm. Whirl, and whose wife,

one of the passengers gave her a blanket to
throw around her. When they arrived in Loui-
siana, she went ashore, and commenced her
course Northward. She was recognized how-
ever, before long, and pursued. She escaped,
she says, by plunging into a river and swimming
across—her master bhaving taught ber ‘how to
swim like an eel. The river was full of alliga-
tors, but they never touched her. She then
went through hardships similar to what she had
endured the previous year, made her way to the
« Shades of Death,” got her child, started again,
and, travelled again by the aid of hir heavenly
beacon, reached Warren, Illinois. She was now
on free soil, but she was doomed to still further
sufferings. A negro there, by artful means, en-
trapped her and sold her for $250 to a resident
of Natchez, where she was taken. After six or
or seven unsuccessful attempts, she reached
Canada but without her child. Her object now
is, if possible, to earn money to support herself,
and to raise enough to” purchase the freedom of
her child, the property of Ann Choil, Boydstown,
Kentucky. $250 i the amount necéssary to
restore the child to his mother. Need we com-
mend the poor woman to the citizens of Mon-
treal for their practical aid, after the history we
have given of her? We feel that there will be
an immediate response from all. .

The following is the statement kindly furnished
to us by Dr. Reddy, he having been called in to
see her by Cook, the man who has so humanely
sheltered her :—

MoNTREAL, January 28, 1861.

1 was requested by Mr. Cook to call and see a

negro woman who had arrived the previous day

Polly, performed to her the part of a mother. It

was from Polly Whirl she learned all these par- |
| ticulars, she being of course too young to know |

anything. Until she was thirteen or fourween |
she was brought up as a “‘show girl,” taught to|
dance, sing, cackle like a hen, or crow like a
rooster, so that you could not tell the
and perform in various other ways; Whirl al- |
ways being able to attract a erowd from the |
country round to see her perform. After th.n’
time she was sent into the cotton field with the |
other field bhands, where the treatments were |
cruelly severe. Scarcely a day passed without |
their receiving fifty lashes, whether they worked |
or whether they did not. They were also cow- |
pelled to go down on their knees, and harnessed |
to a plough, to plough up the land, with boys for

riders, to whip them when they flagged in their

work. At other times, they were compelled to |
walk on hackles, used for hackling flax. Her

feet are now dotted over with scars, caused by

this brutality. She often over and over agsin |
attempted to escape, but having no knowledge |
of the way, was easily overtaken and brought |
back. On one occasion, she and her husband,

(if be could be called so) made an unsuccessful |
attempt to fly. The poor man had on his legs
for two years irons which bad grown into the

flesh ; these impeded him in his flight, and caused

difference, |

in Montreal, he telling me she was very ill from
iagjuries she had received while a slave. On'
visiting the woman she complained of severe
pain in her right side, caused as she said, by a
violent wrench which she received at the hands
of her owners. On wiaking examination I found
her body very much distorted, her spine curved
towards the right side, and the ribs forced com-
pletely in the same direction, having a very
bulged appearance. I also found the following
marks of ill treatment on her person:—along
shaped piece has been slit out of each ear ; there
1s a depression on the right parietal bone, where
it had been fractured, and is now very tender to
the touch ; the corresponding spot, on the oppo-
site side, has a large scar uncovered by hair;
there is a large deep scar, 3) inches long, on the
left side of the lower jaw ; several of her teeth
are broken out; the back of her left hand has
been branded with a heated flat-iron ; the little
finger of her right hand with a portion of the
bone that it connected with, has been cut off ;
the abdomen bears the mark of a large letter 4
inches long in one way and 2} inches in anotber,
also branded in with a hot iron ; her ankles are
scarred and the soles of her feet are all covered
with little round marks apparently inflicted by
some sharp- instrument, which she accounts for




