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*“ AFTER DEATH.”

Astle New Testament reveals the will
of God perfectly, =o it is equally distin-
guished for the manner in which it sets forth
the sanctions of 1lis Loly law. It shows
bow, in regard to the righteous, it is well
with them ; and how, as to the unbelieving
aod the profave,
onthem. In words of cheer it declares the
blessedness of the man whose iniquities are
forgiven, and in whose heart Christ dwells
by faith; and on the other haud, io lao-
g;lugv of affecting solemnity it affirms the |
present unrest aud actual misery of all those |
who live without God in the world.  DBut|
this is not all. It draws aside the veil |
which separates betwecn this w orld and the |
next. * Lite and immortality are brought|
to light by the go<pel.”” It gives us a sure
and satisfac ory, because a div ine, evidence
of things wvot secn. In the most emphatic
maonver does the Holy Spirit proclaim that
“ the dead whiclh die in the Lord” are
“ Blessed,” aud point out to us their secu- |
rity, their rest, and their ineffable enjoy-
ment. ¢ But the fearful and unbelieving. |
and the abominable and murderers, aud
whoremongers and sorcerers, and idolaters,
and all liars shall have their part iu the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone ;
which death.”  Godliness,
then, is eminen:ly profitable, having the
promise of the life that now is, aud of that
which is to come.

Still the revelatious of the future are only
in part.  We see, but it is as ina mirror,
dimly. Enough is given to assure us that
there is another life, that it is in one sense
the counterpart of this, and, in a much more
important oue, the completion of it; but in
rezard to the mode of our existence after
death, the locadity which we shall inhabit,
or the means of our communication with
each other, it says vothing.  We may ac-
company our departing triends a certain
distance into the valley of the shadow of
death, but the Loundary line is soon reach-
ed, aud they pass entirely away from our
obgervation. From the portals of immor-
tality, through which they pass,no w ord is
echoed buck to us, nogleam ot light is emii-
ted to disclose the s¢erets of that invisible
world. Often as wé may have witnessed
the death of others; deeply as we may
Lave pondered their possible emotions, in
emerging from the dark aud troubled waters
of life to the bioad, the bright, aud the
calm ocean of eternity ; or anxiously as we
may bave desired to see our own way into
the future, yet as in the case of those who |
have goue l:('f\jylt" <0 in that of every one of
us, we must die to know what dying is,
aud to comprehend the realities of the fu
ture life.

While therefore this fact should make us
suspicious of every system which professes
to deal with the world of spirits, or to de-
scribe their habits, or their conversableness
with men, it ouzht no less to make us
thankful for what light the Holy Seripture
does shed upon this subject, and to improve
its teachings both to thg purpose of our com-
fort aud our edification.

is the second

(other?

the wrath of God abideth |

| tional

A npame, certaioly, but nething
more. But there is positive evidence, aud
not a little of it, upon the subject. If, as
our Saviour proves, God is not the God of
the dead but ot the living, then the dead, as
we speak, must nevertheless be truly alive.
But can Abraham and all the prophets be
reckoned alive if they are as if they had
uever been? When the functions of the
body all cease, we say it dies; shall we al-
low the cessation of every function of the
soul, and yet declare that it lives? Sach
language would evidently contradict itself.
But we may not forget that on the mount
of vision there -appeared unto our Lord and
His disciples ** two men, which were Moses
aud Elijah ;" that our Saviour gladdeced
the heart of the dying malefactor by the as-
surance ** this day shalt thou be with me

in Paradise,” and St. Paul, who was no |
mean authority on the subject declared that |

*“to be absent from the body was to be
present with the Lord,” and for himself
happy in the love and service of Christ as
ie was, he would ** rather depart and be
with Christ which is far better.” But bet-

ter it could pot be to sink into insensibiliiy | markable, and in his peculiar line he bad few
and oblivion, than to feel and act as a ra | equals. His sermons were ordinarily distin-
St. Paul, then, heartily |
believed in the soul’s continued conscious-|

creature.

ness after death.

But we must gusrd against the opposite
extreme—that which makes no distinction
between the state of the dead now, and their
condition after the resurrection and the fin-
al judgmeut. There can be no doubt of the
bliss and the misery respectively of the
righteous and the wicked, when they pass
away from earth. There is no doubt of its
exclusiveness in each case. To rest from
their labours and to be present with the
Lord is greater ‘*‘ gain” than tongue can
tell or mind of man conceive. To be shut
out from lope, to be shut in to darkness
and despair, with no alleviation to exquisite
suffering, and a great gulf fixad between
them and the joys of Paradise, with a still
of more fearful looking for judgment and fie-
ry indignation trom the presence of the Lord,
must be inconceivable torment. Yet neither
the perfection of bliss or of misery is thus
attaived. The day of the Lord will come.
Then will the whole man—re-united—be
fitted for a happiness or a woe commensu-
rate with his every faculty, and with all
those faculties perfectly fitted for eternal
life or everlasting punishment. Then will
the saints enter with the Lamb through the
gatesinto the city, and so shall they be for
ever with the Lord. Then shall the un-
holy be thrust down into hell—into that
punishment prepared for the devil and his
angels.

But though till then the state of the dead
will not be one of completed salvation or
destruction, yet it will be one of unchang-
ing and unchangeable rest or ruin. The
gospel of redemption is for time. Human
probation closes at death. If the parable
of the rich man and Lazarus means any-
thing, it means this; and those who deny
it must charge our Saviour with gross de-
ception in uttering that solemn wagning.
But ** because there is wrath, bewurF lest
he take thee away with His strokey Ahen a

sculpture, and the brush painting. With great
men generally he was selt-educated. His mind
and heart were well trained and disciplined.
He was remarkable for his originality and in-
dependence of thought ; his views were broad
and philosophical, and often indicated great
genius.

Before the sad calamity befel him which
made his dependant upon the eyss of others for
his knowledge of books, his reading was exten-
sive and varied ; be kept well abreast ot the
times in which be lived in his knowledge of
passing events and political occurrences; be
was well versed in general literature, and in
theology he was a master; no one could hear'
his public discourses. without receiving the im-
pression that be was a Christian philospher, |
intimately acquainted with God’s Word. and|
familiar with the truths which it revealed. Next!

evil; a curse in the beginning, it still stands
for dreadful things. It is decay, weakness,
bumiliation, corruption; the end of probation,
the beginning of judgment; the end of timc,
the beginning of eternity. Regarded :lone we

need not wonder that the cry of the Psalmist

was extorted, ** Wherefore hast thou made
all men in vain? The Bible explains all;
to die is gain. The conqueror of death has
come; the grave has met its victor. *‘I am
the Resurrection and the Life,” saith the
Lord. The bappy deaths of God's people,
their sweet serenity, their bo'y submission, their
blessed triumpb, can oaly be accounted for by
the sustainiog presence of Christ. This triumph
bas been going on ever since the first Christian
whose death is recorded, cried, ** Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Itis going on in thousaads
of dwellings at this day; the loug line of wit-

The characteristics both ot his mind and of his
With the ex-
ception of a few lapses of memory, when taxed
more severely than he ought, be carried his un-

beart remained always the same.

abated mental energy to the end; conscious of

self. tull of remembiances ot the past, taking
a lively interest in all around, ard living out
bis days in the fullest sense of the word.

It was, however, as a Christian minister that
be was known and read ot all men. Aund be
had most ot the qualities that go to constitute
He bad a
converted heart, a protound reverence and love
for the person of his Master.
dial believer in revelation; and, though a scep-

an efficient preacher and pastor.
He was a cor-

tic in the earier and better sense of the term,
| always inquiring into the grounds and reasons
of things, a sceptic in the later aud worse
| meaning he never was. He began, continued,

to the Bible, whatever had refererce to man, | nesses reaches down to our time, and as one ot |2nd ended faithful to the Word of God. With

to human life, its experiences, its joys, its suf-|
ferings, bad attractions 'to him beyond other
things.

It was as a preacher that e was chiefly re-

quished by profound thought, embodied in
forcible and impressive language. Some of
his discourses delivered on great and spe-
cial occasions and can-
not soon be forgotten. When his voice be-
came feeble and almost inaudible as the result
of age and infirmity, you know how his con-
gregat ons were-accustomed to press as near to
the pulpit as possible, and to hang upon his
words with intense eagerness lest any thought
should escape. His platform speeches at
one period of his life might be called ora-
tions. They were conspicuous for range
of thought, for philoscphical breadth for sin-
gular comprehensiveness, and for beauty of
illustration,
sarcasm. Tlirty or forty years ago Cbristian
missions to the heathen, Popery, and slavery
were three of the principle topics which kindl-
Many of you
have heard his missionary addresses, original,
instructive, and effective. He regarded Po-
pery with intense dread and detestation, and
denounced its superstitions and idolatries with
holy indignation. In the anti-slavery agitation
in this country he took an active part, and no
one evinced a more intense satisfaction when
the blot of slavery was
our escutcheon. IHis style was in a great de
gree extempore. 1 have no means of knowing
bis mode of preparing his public discourses,
but one naturally received the impression tkat
they were carefully elaborated in his mind
and in his and were then
easily embodied in beautiful and appropri-
ate language. I heard him say on one
occasion tlat a Methodist ought to be ready
to preach at any time, anywhere, and on any
«ubject. 1In this utterance he only spoke his
owan experience and practice. e was an ex-
cellent judge of what preaching ought to be,and
was always ready to commend sermone that
were simple, plain, and evangelical. A can-
did and charitable hearer, he employed no

indicated a master,

and occasionally for withering

ed up the fire of his eloquence.

wiped out from

imbued heart,

the choicest fuollowers of the Lamb takes his
departure from us, let us hear the Elder's as-
surance, ** These are they which came out of
great tribulation, and bave washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,
Therefore are they betore the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in His temple,
and God shall wipe away all tears trom their
ayes.” Let us follow them who through faith
and patience inherit the promises; and as life
hastens, all the days of our appointed time let
us toil, and pray and wait till the change comes,
and may we daily bear the Master’s voice, ** Be
thou faithfz! unto death, and I will give thee the
crown of life.”

The Rev. W. B. Pope delivered the substance
of the following address :

The obituary record of the past year isa
very full one, and contains the names of mep
of the highest eminence in science, general lit

erature, biblical learning, theology, and all de-
partmeats of civil and ecclesiastical lite. Both
on the Continent and in England many who
have been conspicuous and familiar tor balf a
century bave suddenly ceased to be numbered
among the living. When the annual catalogue
seemed to be comple‘e, and while we were read-
ing it in our public journals, death has added
one more contribution, which to us at least is
second to nooe in importance. Whatever may
be the estimate of the world at large, to us, and
to great numbers whom we this day represent,
the name which will close the list—that ot
James Dixon—will be regarded not only as
the last but as the loveliest and the best.

Like my predecessor in this service, I was
called upon only yesterday to undertake the
task of paying some bumble tribute to the m:-
mory of our departed friend and father. Ardu-
ous as the task was, I could aot shrink from it,
and set my mind at once to consider more at-
tentively than ever the noble character with
which we are all more or less familiar. Not,
indeed, that a delineation of that character was
required of me, or of anyone just now. The
time has not yet come to do justice to that.
When the time does come, no doubt such a
sketch of Dr. Dixon will be given as shall be wel-
comed and studied by thousands among us with

a fair measure of learning, be studied and

manoper to make so personal a 1eference, one of
t'.¢c earliest and most eucouraging commenda-
| Lons I remember to bave heard was from his
[lips when he said of a young preacher that he
l.ved and moved in the Bible.
was peculiarly true of himself. He was also
vchemently taithful to the doctrine of the Atone-
ment for buman sin, and the dominion of Christ
as based upon that Atonement. My memory
does not go back to the days of bhis. Some ot
my earliest and most lasting impressions of the
grandeur of these doctrines were received un-
Somewhere, 1 know not
where, and some time, [ scarcely know when,
I beard bim discourse on these subjects in a
maunner that I can never forget. He :tood for
many years between Christ and sinners with a
majesty—if the word may be permitted—that
was worthy ot the Christian ambassador. As
a preacher of morality he was eminent. It has
been remarked that he was a fine hater of evil,
and a generous lover of the good. This was
always evident in his enforcement ot duty. lle
bad a personal scorn of the vices that his reli-
gion required bim to denounce. He affected
no tolerance for the religion that neglected law.
He was a faithful preacher ot the whole Gos-
pel; true to the doctrines of grace, which are
also the doctrines of holiness. Ot his pastoral
baoits it is not within my power to speak. But
I know that his sympathy with his fellow-men
was intense, much more sensitive and ready to
show itself than was generally supposed. e
was unsparing in his denunciation ot offender:
as a class ; sometimes tremendous in invectives ;

This testimony

der his ministry.

but the individual transgressors always found
him tender, compassionate, and with the heart
of a fellow-sinner in bim. llowever reserved
and even austere he might seem in aspect, or
in the tones of his voice, he bad that true kind-
liness which suffering and a knowledge of selt
impart, which no sinner and no follower of
Christ, certainly no Christian pastor, ought
cvor to forget  This gave to his private con-
verse a very amiable character, and was the
secret of much that was moving and tender and

Our friend aud father is gone. He
to us, but his own gain is great.
and that bad

titul with age, and all

features become

more : never more lovely, as they say,

death, they are already under obliteration and
Bat the spirit is with Christ
seeing 'Him in his beauty, ercompassed with

passing into dast.

wonders, and waiting for vet more woaderful
g )

wonders to come.

ified at the great day.

with us, like one of a few survivors of a past
gencration, bas gone to his tathers to be for-
ever with the Lord, who is his, and theirs and

ours.

|

Dr. Dixon's family have this day our sympathy
His long life bad left him no survivors but
We mourn with|

, i ) | them, for although be had become, as it were
brooded over that Word, and deligbted in tra- | 10 mmon property and the fatber of us all,

g T '(‘l'_"":"‘,’“‘"‘l"“" unexplored. |+ ¢ heir inheritance in him is peculiar nil.i"om} sy : :
may allowed in this almost lmpw.unp(ul Even to them, bowever, there is in reality, signs of them. he Jesuits are no doubt wide

children and descendants.

nothing to lament.

such a death as this.

take courage to walk in his steps.

Our common Methodism, is bereaved; but

1s lost
The form
so beau-
the more beautiful
because of their one deficiency, will be seen no
than in

Mercy has already sealed
the great forgiveness which has only to be rat-
And he who was, while

The Scripture ot this ser-
vice bas taught us not to sorrow as those with-
out hope over any of our departed ; much wore
should they not lament unduly who mourn over
Let them thank God
for their parent who has died in konor, and

From all that we can bear, the prospects of
Methodism in Rome are exceedingly cheering
On Christmas-day, whea the devotees of Popery
trom all parts of the world were doiug homage
to the Bambino in the old church in the Capi-
tol, the Methodists were listening to an elo-
quent sermon from Signor Sciarrclh on the
birth ot Jesus. It may be well to remind our
readers that the Methodist worship 1n Rome 13
conducted in the Italian language, and is in-
teaded exclusively for the ltalian people. It
would be a waste of money to maintaia an ling-
lish service tor the handful of English people
who reside there. The congregation at Via
Barbeiri amounts;to about sixty in the morning,
and double that number in the evening. The
siaging is as bearty as that of Yorkshire or
Cornwall.  Already about filty have been unit-
ed in Chiistian fellowship, and one convert
trom Romanisn has entered into everlasting
rest.

Some persons indulge forebodings of coming
We confess that at present we see no

{ awake, and would leap for joy at any reaction-
| ary movement ; but they are suspected, shunn-
ed and hated. The national mind, as it is ex-
pressed both in the [popular literature and in
the utterances of the Seoate. is on the side of
liberty and progress. O that it were oa the
side of Christ and of truth!

—cw o -

THE CHRISTIAN LAW OF DRESS

its bereavement is also one in which it rejoices
As a community we have never been wanting

in respect to our illustrious dead ; and the name
of Dr. Dixon will be written reverently, and
engraved deeply in the Connexioval remem-

berance.

and by his constart teaching.

duaring the last few years.

We are all, finally, called upon to learn the
common lesson that the presence ot our dead,
and the last pilgrimage with their remains to
It is death,
Christian death, in its stern simplicity, that

the tomb, are ever teaching us.
teaches this lesson.
throne

from the very foot of the

realms.

tion, and dignity.

bless 1his scene to all who witness it.

He loved bis own religious system
well; not the less because he studied it deeply
and criticis« d it severely ; and all the more be-
cause he was too catholic and large hearted to
confine his sympathies and bis regards to its
l:mited sphere. This particular society and
town also may well mourn over his departure.
You have bad dignity conferred upon you by
bis residence in your midst, by his example,
Your presence
this day shows how much you feel his depar-
ture ; see to it that you recall his instructions,
and put in practice the lessons that he has been
teaching you with such indescribable pathos

There are no distinctions
here ; this truth we have lately all but received
of these
We are not now following a distin-
guished man, one eminent in gifis, and posi-
We are simply and ounly
with our dead. And let it be our comfort to
know that the Lord is most certainly here to
There
is no truth more affectingly brought bome to

To do all things for the glory of God is the
Christian's law. Al things ; the Apostle speci-
fies among them cating and dnnking. e
ueans evidently that a Christian is to eat and
drink those things, and in those measures which
conduce to his highest efficiency of mind and
body, for this reflects honor upon the Creator;
the healthier, the bappier, the better in all re-
spects a man is, the more glory is reflected up-
on the wisdom and goodness of God. The rule,
to eat and drink to the glory of God, is not
obeyed by merely stopping short of druaken-
ness and gluttony. It is not enough that a man
do not hurt himself, be not a slave te appetite ;
he must make his eating and his drinking a rev-
enue of good to himself and honor to the Being
that made him.

By parity of reasoning must the Christian
dress to the glory of God. This surely is in-
cluded in the all things to which the rule ap-
plies, and it is not a little thing, but a great
thing ; it is to be ranked next to, if not along-
side of, eating and drinking as a manifestation
of the Christian life. The Christian law is too
plain to be misunderstood. St. Peter and St.
Paul alike have laid it down. * Outward
adorning™ is in express terms put under the
ban, specifications are made, just such as the
times need, ‘* Broidered bair, gold,pearls, cos:-
ly array.” In preoise, and well-considered
terms, ‘‘ modest apparel” is required; good
works in place of gay clothing; the manifesta-
tions of ** the hidden man of the heart,” even
the incorruptible ‘- ornament of a meek and

use in the Gospels than this, that the Saviour is
never 8o near to us as when he stands between

quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price.”

great interest and profit. It would be indeco-
rous, and indeed impossible, to attempt a full
portraiture bere. Buta few notices supplement-

Mill, Victoria
mmouly known

ks,
RY G. HILL.

tle dead and the living. Never is the human
heart of the Divine human person so evidently
beating true to our own poor hearts, as in those

great ransom cannot deliver thee.”

How is this an impracticable law for a Chris-
C. 8.

tian in these later times ?  So far from it, it is
as reasonable as it is scriptural. The extrava-

That the soul of man has been created for
immortality and is therefore undying scemns
rather to be one of those doctriues assumed

measured terms in denouncing, affectation, and
pedantry, and prettiness in the pulpit. He

conciliatory in his long protracted ministry.

His ministerial course was, as is well known,

, moruing.
alternoon.
L., Morni: g.
morning.
. H Tide
. |

h.r‘-b'eu.

all the way through rey clation, than to be
expressly asserted by it Probably, how-
ever, it was a doctrine called in questiou
by the long lived autediluvians, and on this
account. kuoch, the seventh from Adam,
who prophesied of the fival judgment, was
rewarded for his faith, as well as for his
walk with God, by a translation to glory,
when he was yet a comparatively young
man. Job exulted, amidst his severe trials
in the prospect of an imn:ur‘l:.ll cxi..ﬂm.u'n*,
and in the persuasion of a glorious viudica-
tion of his character when his Redeemer
should ** at the latter day” stund upon the
earth. Abraham, and the heirs with him,
of the sume promise, desired a better coun-

ADDRESSES BY THE REV. J. FARRAR
AND W. B. POPELAT THE FUNERAL
OF THE REV. DR. DIXON
The Rev. John Farrar spoke as follows : —

When I received, last Thursday, tbe intel-
ligence of the departure of our venerable friend
the words involuntarily rose to my memory,

He is not dead, whose glorious mind,
Li ts thine on high;

To live in hearts we leave behind,
Is not to die.

In this apparently paradoxical sentiment
there is profound, cheering, living truth. To
those so: rowing on account ot departed friends,
how consoling to know that they still live in the

was not a preacher made by rules, and was
never tramelled by the strict formality of
methodical systems, or found running in any
adamantine groove.

He spent a long life in the active duties of
the ministry. Nearly sixty years did he work
for his Master. He was trained for the twelve
first years of his micisterial life in some of the
most laborious cireuits in Methodism, aad,
like the Baptist, was in the wilderness before he
came fully abroad before the public. In such
circuits as Hereford,Kington, Brecon, Cardiff,
he became familiar with the bard work of a
Methodist Preacher, and was disciplined and
trained for his subsequent life spent in much
more public spheres of labour. In the year

ing the excellent account we have just beard
may not be inappropriate. What riveted my
own thought when I reflected on my subject
was Dr. Dixon's remarkable completenes:.
Whethar viewed in relation to bis mental and
moral character, or to his hife as a man, or to

unique and well-marked whole, the full liuea-
ments of which appear distinct to every observ-

er. In bis person, and in bis habitudes, and in

uniform individuality.

his career as a minister, Dr. Dixon presents a

his course through life, there was a strong and

In 1he coostituents of his nature, as it was
originally fashioned, he was complete and en-
tire, lacking nothing. His mind was vigorous

rounded and complete. e began it early, as
be used to think, too early. It continued for
a longer space than is allotted to most men.
It was kis privilege to serve bis Master for a
season in the foreign work, and, after return-
ing, to spend more than an ordinary lifetime of
service at home.
from the lowest to the highest; in the pulpit,
on the platiorm, through the press, he elo-
quently and efliciently served his generation
and his own religious community. He was per-
mitted to exhaust a very long career of bard
work. Allusion has been made to Jobn the
Baptist this morning; but our departed veter-
an, though like the forerunner in beiog a burn-

Ie laboured in all spLeres,

scenes, of Ilis mintstry where le stands by
the side of the dead, and speaks to the living

who mourn them.

never-failing lesson.

die.”
resurrection and the life,

Amen,

ROME AND THE WESLEYAN MISSION-

He is present in this assem-
bly, and teaches us once more the two-fold
He does not suspend
the decree that leaves the body to the con-
sequences of sin; but he still cries, ** He
that liveth and believeth on me shall pever
While we bury onr dead, may our
«pirits be quickened by Him whose name is the
to whom with the
Father aud the Iloly Ghost be glory forever.

gaoce of the reigning fashions is as truly, per-
haps it is not going too far to say us much, for-
bidden by good taste as by apostolic precept.
Character comes out in dress, and it canonot
be belped ; its varieties and delicate shadings
are indicated by color, shape, and sinff. A
worldly. material nature publishes itself by the
clotbes it wears. The vain, the ostentatious,
the notoriety-seeking, are to be distinguished
by it, as are the unobtrusive, the meek in
heart, the intellectual, and the spiritual. If
there be any truth in the inspirations of St.
Peter and St. Paul, it is enongh to see the dress
of some women and some men to know that they
are not Christians aud cannot be, no matter

ing and shining light, was unlike him in being
permitted to hold up his light for nearly sixty
years. Indeed, for some time after it pleased
God, in His inscrutable providence, to deprive
Dr. Dixen of the light of bis eyes, he still la-
boured as opportunity offered to do good.
When most men would bave sbrunk from pub-
licity, and retired altogether within themselves,
he, in his pure love to his old vacation, con-
tinued to preach and teach. The Gospel had
all his strength down to its last expiring ener-
gl&_‘s.

and alert; with a creative power, almost
amounting to genius,that was like an inexhaus-
tible well within him. It was capable of deep
meditative concentration, and yet extremely
versatile in its movements. He had withal a
fine imagination, and a yet finer fancy; and a
natural bumour, without which no mertal con-
stitution is complete, suffused its light over all
the workings of his mind. Iis faculty of ex-
pression was very great; be bad an inborn
spring of eloquence, or rather that out of which
eloquence springs. His sensibilities were very
acute ; his passions were strong ; he was capa-
ble of intense hatred of all that should be hated,

what their professions.

Dr. Jobnson used to say that a gentleman
ought to dress so that after he bas left you you
cannot remember what be had on. This is the
dictate of common sense. The man should be
so much more apparent than his clothes that he
shoold be thought of, and they not. Now the
Christian law is only this maxim of good taste
enlarged and consecrated. Let the Christian
dress so that Christian manhood shall not be
overlyid, disguised, or misinterpreted. Let*
Christians so dress as to show that their hearts
are oot on these things, but beavenly. What-

try even a heavenly, and for lhir«’. cause—
that they had faith in a future life, and in
Him lt).' whose meritorious sacrifice the
heavenly city was provided for them,
“ God was not ashamed to be called their
God.” lleunce the language in which their
descendants spoke ol death : it was * giv-
ing up the ghost Pt was being ** gathered
to their fathers.” Wlhen "lht[pl'wwlmr"
exhibited the frailty of human unature de-
¢ aring that **a man hath 1o preeminence

Loly thoughts and purposes they bave formed
within us. Their bodies slerp in Jesus, and
their spirits are now with Him, but they live in
our bLearts so long as we remember and tollow
their intelligent piety. Their exawple is stil
with us to guide and influence, and the gold-
en words they have utttered last through
all time, and pass into the thoughts and affec-
tions cf their survivors.

Mr. Dixon's was a ** glorious” mind and
above a beast,” Le is yet caretul to guard | litted on bigh the minds of thousands. It was

his meaning from possible abuse by distin-|;,,,6.ible to know bim orto hear him speak
guishing between mau's spiritual natire and

1824 he was appointed as a missionary t 0
Gibraltar, and spent one year in preaching
principally to the mili‘ary stationed in the Gar-
rison. On his return he was brought more
prominently before the public, and when more
extensively known soon rose to a position of
great popularity and usefulness. His minis-
try was subsequently exercised in London.
Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, Sheffield,
and Bradford. In the year 1841. when he had
been in the ministry twenty nine years, he was
raised by the suffrages of his brethren to the
highest office in our Connexion, and acquitted

ARY SOCIETY.

It will be very gratifying to those of our
readers who take an interest in the spread of
Protestant Christianity in Italy, and especially
in Rome, to learn that the Wesleyan Methodist
Missionary Society bave now purchased some
elligible premises in the Eternal City. in which
to carry on their evangelical work. During the
last six months the Rev. Henry J. Piggott, of
Padua, has several times visited Rome, and in
conjunction with some friends there bas search-
ed diligently, either for a site within the walls

. . . ; e But the time of that service which is only
| in public without tiie instant impression, this is
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that of the lower creatures, ** Wlho knnw-l
eth the spirit of man that goeth upward, |
and the spirit of the beast that gocth down- |
ward to the earth 7’ As also the same in-|
spirul writer, ** Then shall the llus'l_rcturn |
to the carth as it was; and the spirit shall
return unto God who gave i.”

Nor canwe open the New Testament |
without finding the doetrine of mau’s im-t
mortality underlying and iuterpenetrating
its c\‘cr; statement.  Our Saviour bids his|
di,uil,lp; o tear Him who after lle ].;.1),;
killed the body hath powerto cast both body ]
and soul into hell.”  Ile showed the h;uhlu-;
cees how ignoraut they were, both of the |
Scriptures and of the
denying the resurrection, much mo ‘
immortality of the souls * God .~4;ml l.lc.'
who claimed to Moses some centuries after |
their death, that He was the God of ;\llril'-!
bam, Isaac, and Jacob, ** is not the God ot
the dead, but of the living; for all live to|
Him.” And,ina word, it ison the ground |
of maw’s superior, undying nature, that he|
has become the subject of redemptiol, and
is taught, warned, and encouraged to flee
from the wrath to cowme, and to ** lay hold

of eternal life.”

power ot God, iul
much more the|

Does the word of God afford us any au-|

thority for believing that man remains con- |
scious of his existence after death? 6}1(~l|
an chquir_v may 10 many seem  conceited |
and irratiopal. But some w ise and good
men have either held the negative, or have |
been greatly perplexed and troubled by the
arguments ol those who have espoused this
view. In fact the denial of man’s con- |
sciousness after death has been wrought ju-|
1o a system of religious gpeculation, \xI!i(-l,
thus |aims at explaiving away the terrible
threatenings of cternal punishment for the
wicked. But in whatever sensc it is held,
the idea derives o direct countenance from
scripture.  As that uviformly assumes
man’s immortality, so it as upiformly as-
sumes man’s consciousness in his immor-
tality. What would the oue be without the

He
bad a wondertul facility of putting the large

a man of no ordinary power of intellect.

aud lofty creations of his own sogl into the soul
Ile lives in the bearts of a large
circle of friends. We can all call up bis beauti-
ful presence, so venerable aod patriarchal.
Thirty years ago it was impressive and com-
Ilis noble head, indicating high in-

ot others.

manding.

| telligence. His eye, alas for many years quench-

ed in darkuoess, then bright and beaming with
love, and at the same searching aod piercing.
His tones of voice deep, bass, low, but musical,
and often tremulous with emotion, and his

| countenance bland and loving. A generation

must pass away before tke Metbodists of Brad-
tord will cease to call up to glad remembrance
that dignified and venerable figure.

We are about to consign to their resting
Usage bas tamiliarised us
with this expression, and it is significant. The

place his remains.

immortal spirit bas escaped to the mansions of
light, and we are about to commit what s
left 1o the grave— that dust is rcdeemed and
unspeakably precious, *‘dead in Christ,” but
we can no more associate James Dixon with
Shipley churchyard, that we can think of the
blind poet Milton as in Cripplegate Church,
London.

The foundation of Dr. Dixon's character
was laid in his carly consecration to the Saviour.
I do not know enough of bis early religious
lite to tell you the facts of his conversion.but I
am sure it took place ; and his decision of char-
acter had a wonderful influence on his {nture
life ; his goodness made bim wise, and bis wis-
dom made him good.
what was the character ot bis education. It
is probable be had no opportunity of securing
what is ordinarily called a liberal education, if
by that is meant a knowledge of classics, an
acquaintance with the Latin and Greek lsn-
guages, as well as mathematics ; but these are
only instruments, snd in no other sense educa-
tion than the spade is gardesing, the ehise:

bimselt so much to the satisfaction of his
brethren, that, at the close of his year of office
he received the warm and cordial thanks of
the Conference. Seven years after this he was
appointed the representative of the British
Conterence to the Mcthodist Episcopal Church
in America, and secured the high approval of
bis brethren. Of that visit be bas published
an account in a work entitled ‘“A Visit to
America.” He has also published several
volumes of general interest. The sermon
which he preached before the Conference on
his retirement trom the office of President, he
expanded and published as a treatise entitled,
« Methodism in its Origin, Economy, and
Present Position.” He also wrote memoirs of
two of his old ministerial friends, W. E. Mil-
ler and David M'Nicoll, and n each be dis-
played art in painting portraits in words just as
effectively as the ordinary artist places the
face before us in colors.

It was a cause of eeep sorrow to his numer-
ous friends, and often moaurnful to himself,
that for many years dark clouds mysteriously
shut from his view all the beauties of God's
world, and especially the buman face into
which he had been accustomed to look with
loving joy, and from which be bad gathered
inspiration, ; but bis spirit shone out with a
brightness and tenderness which showed Low
be was becoming chastened, refined, and
beavenly by the trial through which he pass-
ed. He has at last come forth as gold.

And now, my dear friends, let us repair to
our blessed Saviour and seek his belp ** tor the

] can only conjecture |

godly man ceaseth.” When Jobn the Baptist
| was beheaded, his disciples took up the body
| and buried it, and went and told Jesus. To him
| let us gojand ask his sympathyjfor this bereaved
family ;§and let us gird up our loins, and watch
and be sober, waiting for the grace that is to be
brought unto us at the rcvelation of Jesus
Christ. Let us be admonisbed as well as com-

and an intense love of all that should be loved.
He bad a strong will, and yet a flexible one;
his spirit was resolute, stern, and whilst some-
times, and to a superficial observer barsh, was
as tender as a woman's. Such was what in him
nature gave to grace.

Christianity renewed his nature ; and gradual,
ly, surely, but not without great struggles sanc-
tified it. The process of his spiritual educa-
tion was a long continued strite, signs of which
were evident to all who knew him. His strong
spirit and impetuous affections required much
control. He was not tree-born, either natur-
ally or supernaturally; but at a great cost ac-

treedom be did acquire. The Word of God,
which he loved and which dwelt in him richly,
gradually moulded bis character to. complete-
ness. Sbarp discipline, sharper than most men
know, co-operated with that Word. Like most

tempted, and sorely tried, and made perfect
through suffering.

The result was a noble and complete charac-
ter. The grace did not as it were spoil the na-
ture, but sanctified and glorified it. He still
retained a stamp and impress of bis own; the
angles as some would say, were not all rubbed
off ; or, rather, as we should prefer, the pecu-

were preserved to the end. But all was by
grace made symmetrical and lovely to the be-
holder. Dr. Dixon's lite and experiences were
complete beyond most men's. He lived through
all, or most of the experiences known to man.
Human life could scarcely bave taught him
more than be learnt. Few joys that be did not
partake ; few sorrows that be did not taste. His
term of years was extended much beyond the

sod much dreaded befell him in latter days.

lsmp of his intellost shone slesrly to the last.

forted. Under any cireumstanees, desth is an

of God's people, be was led in the wilderness. |

liarities of the man, the marks of his identity, |

average allotmeot; and one ealamity unusual

But, though, his sight was taken from bim, the

waiting came at last. Dr. Dixon perfectly ilg
lustrated the Lord's similitude, or allegory
abridged, of the servant coming in at eventide.
After bhaving done the rough work ot plough-
ing the land as a preacher, aod fed the flock as
pastor, ke had to gird himself and wait patient-
ly betore be sat down to rest in a better world
He waited patiently still on the Lord : with the
eye of his spirit internally fixed on his Master,
and seeking a more full conformity to His im-
age.
to the petition of the Litany that deprecates
sudden death. That be so demurred I could
not believe. At any rate, he used the post-
ponement and the reprieve to his own great

I bave heard it said that he demurred

quired his freedom. But spiritual strength and’ advantage; be spent the residue of the days

decently preparing and girding himself to meet
his Judge, in meditating much upon his long
and various past, and in seeking the last influ-
ences of effectual mercy and grace. No one
on earth will ever know the seceets ot his days
and nights of internal communion with bis
| own spirit and bis Lord’s. He waited also for
our sake;to set an example of patience, to
show how cheerful old age and peculiar infir
mities might be made by gr:ce; to bhand down
to us the traditions of our fathers, to preserve
ia our memory our obligations to a former age,
to bear his testimony against violent changes
in the old system that be loved. That testi-
mony be failed not to bear in every possible
| way, and it will rot be forgotten. Coming
from one who never lagged behind as a retorm-
er, his protest against inoovations in civil and
religious matters should bave its weight. And
be thought that for this among other final tes-
timonies his life was so long spared.

But I must suspend these remarks. Tt is
exceedingly difficult to speak in this style on
such an occasion, and in the presence of these

reverend remains. We all ieel that it is more
|ﬁuing to dwell upon the fact of our bereave-
ment and upon the lessons that it szould teach
us.

on which a church, a school, and a pastor's
residence might be built, or for some suitable
buildings which by alterations might be adapted
At the last meet-
ing of the General Committee, it was reported
that such buildings had been tound, and the
Pocock,
Esq., were requested to go out at once to
Rome, aud make a thorough examination of

to these various purposes.

Rev. George T. Perks and W. W.

the said buildings.
ed most satisfactory.

a noble block of sbops and houses, they are
most crowded
thoroughfares, and they are in the midst of

situated in the current of the

dense population.

expensive alterations, a place of worship might
be fitted up on the ground floor, baving an en-

The examination bas prov-
The buildings consist of

By some slight and not in-

ever goes to indicate the dress is a supremd
object in life, and whatever implies thus, is
jus® so far both wrong and unchristian. There
is no begter definition of an idol than that it
steals the beart away from God, and when dress
does tkis, it is as much an idol as ever Moloch
was, and it is fast coming to be seen that it is a
worship no less cruel and bloody.—Rev. Dr.
Buddington. .

e i i

IOW IT COMES HHOME

While Rev. J. B. Abbott wus delivering his
a| Bible argument on sobriety at Patriot, Indiana,
a short time ago, be called for a contribution to
buy some temperance documents for the use of
the schools iu that place, when W. T. Pale, the

trance trom two of the main streets, and capa- | owner of the large distillery at that place came

ble ot accommodating from tbree to four bun- |
dred persons, while the greater part of the pre-
mises, now let as shops and dwelling bouses,
will for the present remain undisturbed, and
will yield a considerable income iowards the
The price is £10,000,
a sum which the Committee would not bave
dared to expend but for the encouragement
which they bave received from some large-
spirited effort
which bas baen so auspiciously commenced for

support of the mission.
PP

hearted friends, and fcr the

the extinction of the Society's debt.

raised.

will be forthcoming.

We are
glad to learn that for the erection of churches
in Rome and Naples aod for the removal of
the debt upwards of £24,000 have already been
promised, leaving about £8,000 still to be
We know something of the determi-
nation of Methodists when they take up a cher-
ished project in good earnesi, and we have lit-
tle doubt that before the financial year closes
the few thousand pounds which are wanting
In the meantime, as the
General Treasurers bave had to pay for the
property in Rome, they will seed tunds and
will be thankful to receive the promised sub-
seriptions as 500D as convenient to the donors.

forward and banded over five dollars, saying
that though be made whiskey he would do any
thing within his reach to keep it from being
drank. Thbough not a drunkard himse f, the
iron had come into his own soul by the dissipa-
ion of a very dear relative. While the destroy-
er only visited the tamilies of others he could
stand it, but when it comes into his own honse-
| bold be was ready to drive Lim off, saying that
if be had a key that would lock up all the
whiskey in the world no more would ever Le
drank.

* Your MasTER 18 ouT."—* Walte:,” sail
a big boy, going into a shop, ‘* your master is
out ; now give us a handful of raisins.”
* My Master is always in,” said Walter.
The all-seeing God was Walter's Master. Al-
ways try and remember that you are in bLis
sight ; it will belp you to keep from sin.

Tarxixg 18 Not Doixc.—I never pizce
much reliance on a man who is always tellin
what be would bave done had he been the o.
have noticed that somebow this kind of people
never g ¢ there.




