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POETR Y Tﬂlth in each individual would sccure truth in | Each individual hes o stake in this matter, of ! the lew—the divine lnw—which prahibits minje
B * _. | the whole. This proposition is self-evident. So | which he cannot divest himself, if he would.—

is its counterpart,—error in each individual leads
to error in the aggregate.  If correct faith be im-
. SINES portant--and that it is,who will'be so bold as to de-
Addressed to the surviving friends of ¢he 1ake | v 5__then is it important that the belief of an
Nrs. Ann Norris. ‘entire commumity should be correct. But by
BY A LADY. no possibility can the faith or befief -of a whole
They pass away ! the friends of other days— community be sound,-ofher than by the scriptu-
We may not weep, but we may offer pralte, | ) grylodoxy of each individual of that conumu-
That after cares, and toils, nfd griefs, and !\Ilﬂ— 4 nity. ‘m'in brief, shows the importsnce of
;““::"lb' rig.:m:::”f:ﬂ‘;:?“m the unit in this aspect of the case. ’
s course 0, 5 ;
W.i:hpmeck submission and with christien grace, | M n l'eglrd taieSpEnece, \V.e refer to re-
Alone depending oo the widow's God, hg\om. cxperience. That w:zhgnon is & matter of
To Hitm above she spread her wants sbroad— experience as well as of faith 'we may assnme
Hér God, her Futher, her-vachanging friend, without Yormal proof. A religion unfell is worth-
Os Him, with confidence she could depend, lcss. But in gpeaking of religious experience,
Never forsaken in the hour of need, we regard it not only as a change of heart effec-
Never afraid bis promises fo plesd. ted by the Spirit of God, called in Scripture a
Thus sbe obtained supplies of faith and grace, * renewing of mind." but as comprebhending
Patient to wait till catl'd 1o M1 her plat.e \ the enjoyment of spirimal blessings, such as
She l.ired to .-?.r “the cruwn of glory™ here— peace, love, joy. llere the Snfloence of beliof
A -b"‘h'" g b et is seen—that is, of 2 wrong or right faith. The
*Tis well remembered, how she utter’d praise, o . . .
Throogh il the messure of her number'd d"w___ lf»fal n.-Jef'lxon of such exyperience ‘ns ? matter of
More joyous now ! the antheimn has began, faith, IIIV(')lVC'.l the .ahsnlulc dtmllmtmn 'of. th.c
That shall through never- ending ages ruu. state of mind and of the blessings before inmdi-
Halifa x, 9th October. cated, as a marter of experience. Though a
mere corrget theoretic faith on the subject of
experience does not per se secure the actual en-
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e i joyment,—it offers no obstruction—it rather

Oerrespondents must send thetr communications written ¢ PFCpares for and invites it—and when that faith
. in u legibte hand, and, ani¢se they contan the naumes ul is reduced to pm('li('ﬂ, or, when its principlcs
Rew subecribers, ar remitisnces, free of postaze ; und . .
entrwet us in confidence, wilk their pruper usnes uod | are consistently carried out under the prompt-
‘l‘::‘l;::l'm Dolds net himself responsible for the opinions | ings of the Spirit of God, it results in a change
of corvres fents —claims the privilege of modifying or . . X . .
eocti _'::o:m oved for ;nh"u,,n,,_.m‘ canmet | Of heart and the actu.l experience of divine
lecge Bimaeell Lo return lusse not imseried. ings. If then it be important thet an entirc
c.’-nninlln- on businens, and those intended for thll.lgs P .
publicath 1.' ined in the sume Jetter ighontd, | socicty ‘be holy and heppy, it becomes a matter
p [, th R ' el
::’c‘:::‘::y '-::yzu-.:;-:l:d‘ \:;:c':-l ."u'.',",ﬁc..'..:"'” of necessity that each individual of the whele
Comamsaieations sud Exchanges shouid be sddresned 10 e | should be holy and happy, as in no other way
Ediror, Haliag, N. 8. bt = i T I
lesued weokly, va Saiurday Moesing—Terma Ten £il- | €31 (hl'ﬂ tn(l. be attained. IL.L unpo‘rl.mu of
lings por annum, exclusive of posingy—hatt yeurly 18 | the unit receives bere another illustration.
advance—Biagle Cepiles three pence cuth.
The Weslevan Minteters of the Nova Beotin and New
Branswick Disiricis are vur Agents; who will receive
ordess and meke remittances.

all men ehould act honestly honourably,in a word.
- - - . » 3 * ¥ .
' religioutly,is not wore aatter consonant with en-
Nitened Teason, than it is of ¢ olicit revela-

By a similar process of thonght may this im-

entorced by the positive command of God.  Of
the christian faith the evident design and ten-

Tux importance of the un dency is to lead to holiuess of iMe. So affirms
sidered, might be shown, in respect to all com- | the Apostle, in those well known and oft-quoted
pound bodies, and intellectually, with regard to | words—* The grace of God that bringeth salva-
all arithmetical calculations. But this is not our
prescat dhject. We wish eather to direct at- | denying smgodliness and  worldly lusts, we
tention to this importance, viewed in reference
to man in his moral and religions responsibilities.
Advisedly we avoid troating the subject on me-
taphyuical grounds, preferring those of practical
utility. For clearly asan abstract principle may
be exhibited, it fails to exercise a beneficial i
fluence, unléss it be illustrated and enforced by
motives and considerations which appeal direct-
ly to the heart and couscienco. Wo cmploy
therefore the less circuitous sucthod of plain,
practical dealing, without the incumbrance of
less convincing and less influcntial adjuncts eor
appeadages.

‘T'here is this temdency in persons, united ag
they are in social compact, to overluok, or merye,
their individual, in the general, respousibility.
Loodge the vonviction in the breast of each one
of a multitude, however vast, that, as the pria-
ciples and acts of every individual contribute to,
aud iu tact, make up, the progressive and final
determinations of the whole, and a ground is se-
cured to bring howne te the conscicuce the fur-
ther conviction of his owa personal accountabi-
lity. He will at once seo, that, though in oue
sense he is associatod With others, iu anether, he
is detached from them. He will fecd, that, how-
ever connected he may be with his fellows, he,
as a unit of the aggregate, must of necessity be
held responsible for his own thoughts, prince
ples and acts. On this practical ground the
Apostle Paul has given uttcrauce to_gne .ot the
most solcinn of divine truths—» So then every
one of us shalt give account of himsclf to God.”

1n this view, the importance of the unit can-
pnot be exaggerated; aidd to illustrate and en-
furce it, is one of the most useful excervises in
which the moralist or divine can engage,

Cousider this impartance in reference to be-
lict. We speak of the belid of divine trath.

should live soberly, rightecusly, ard godly, in
this present world.™ (Titus ii. 12.)  Not lessex-

whatsocver things are pure, whatsocver things
are levely, whatsocver things are of good re-
port; i there be any virtueyand if there be any
praise, think on these things” (Philip. iv. 8.)
But ' this be the duty of all men, or, as agree-
ing better with the terms of oar previous argu-
ment,of & whole comuunity, it becowmes then
the solomn duty of cach vue of the whole. Tlow-
ever desirable and mecessary may be the practi-
cal helmoss of' an entire socicty, this end is at-

cach of its coustituent members.  Here again
the importance of the unit appears.

W¢ cite anether illustration of our subjcd, —
that of inflecuce.  We argme from the jreater
to the less—from the whole to its parts.  ‘That
the influence of a community should always be
bcn_eﬁcia‘l and wot injurious, promative of zood,
both in regand to itsown bhighest interests and
to thoee of other commanitics, is a proposition,
which, by its truthfuliss, comarends itself alike
to our understandings aud judgments, mwl must
challenge universal suffrage. But here we are
again reminded of the importance of the unit.
For this object car ke realized only by the
hallowed intluence which each imEvidual of that
community is qualiticd to cxert. A community
assentia!ly viddous in its membere cannot exert
an influcnce for good. A centrary suppesitiza
invelves a self<cvident centradvetion.

This course of practical illustration might be
still further pursued.  But suflicient has been
adduced for the object we have had more inme-

e is aceountable to God, and, in a subordinate
sense, 1o lis fellows, for his belief| state of heart,
his evcry act, and for his influence which ex-
tends to Lis own jmmediate circle, and to the

ters and other members of the Church, and ak
others who can conveniently attend. from meet.

/ing together three times on the Sabbath and 5

often on the days of the weck for seven o
fourteen days in succession, to read and preach

gradaally incremsing one, ombracing his own: od’s Word, sing Ilis praise. and offer prayen

commiunity and nation, 'until'm its angple sweep
it encompasses fhe whele human family. low

Mfor His blessing ? It our friend can produee

tkat law he will otiige us greafly by doing ;

can this accountability be met? Only by each it production will decide the case at once in by

perron embracing the truth ‘of God’s Word. l%avour; but if he cannot prodnce it—and wy
scelting until he attain ungo the experience of | know he cannot—then all his censures are widg
mving grace, setting a godly example, doing afl’ of the mark, and for anght he has done, or cag
the good of which he is capable, upholding armd | do, the unlawfulners of protracted meetings doss
maintaining all Institutions which propos: asnot appear. :
their objeot,:and in the use of right mmeans, the
enlightenmont, instruction, and walvation of the | of these mectings consists mministers and
racs. | assembling fhcmselves more Trequently tham on
This conrse, God refquires at the hand of each jordinary oveasions, in the useof certain meam
and every person, whatever may be his status in | which he adkenowledges to be right and propes
socicty, whether exalted or otherwise. From !in themselves, in order to se¢k for a revival—
this selemn requirement no one can be, as Mo ' They may read and preach and sing and pray
one is,‘exempt.  To disdbey it, 13 at the peril 'of as much as possible twice a Sabbath, and once
the transgressor. His own safets and happi- | or twice on week-evenings, for @revival ; but
ness depend upon his obedience to the mandate “to do this more frequently is an unpardoagble
of the Sovercign Lawgiver. The interests of elfence! Divested of all extrancous considera

But, according to otr Cotdmporary. the sy -

portance be shown in respect to practice.  That |

tainable omly by the right or religious conduct of

(there is no transgression ™
diately in view.  The conclusion s irresistible.!

his family—of the commrunity in which he lives

—of the nation of which he torms one—and of

the werld at larae,—a@fkdemand that obedicnoe.
Such B fhé mnportance - the right principles,
&c., of cach person, that wiil 't them, we may

despair of individual or gene: |, happiness, of”

realizinz 2ood on a large scule, and of ever oc-

tions, the matter contes to this’

But our Cotemnporary priposes a plan-of oper-

«ation, “in the case ot'a Chetch or congregation

being evidently ir a state et spiritual lethargy.”
It i this.

“ Let the true Isracl of that Church or Con-
gregation pray more fervently.”

curring, a8 a fuct in history, the salvatien of the 5 is what is done at Pretracted Meetinge.

world.

PROTRACTED MEETINGS.

WE had not intended to bring the sulject of

Prorractenp MEETINGS s0 r0o0on acain letore
the attention of our readers, but as the last Pres-
bylerian Wilness contains somce severe animad-

versions upon them, we feel it a duty to notice
the strictures of our cotemperary.  We shall
state his arauments with all fairnes<, a<in this,,

as well as in every other, istance, we have wo

n.  Not 20 much is the necessity of this course | intercats to serve but those of trath. no wish
0 be proved by reason, though pertectiy harmo- ? to conduet any discussivn m which we may be
™ nizing with its unfettered dictates, a< it is to be | involved except in the spirit of the strictest
,holmst)‘. Il¢ now declares thmt he * never ol
Jjeeted to protracted meetings, in certain circum-

stances;” bat * on the contrary™ holds ¢ that
when in the use of the ordinary micans of divine

grace, and in earnest expectation ol reviving
A | :
tion hath appeared to all men teaching us that

seasons, the Iloly Spirit docz deseend, these
mecetings will be demanded—nay, it would be a
quenching and grieving of that divine acent not

brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoe- ' mectings, and that by reason of the coldness or,
. . o . N . n )
ver things are honest, whatsoever things are just, | deadness of any particular Church or lorality,

as at once unsound in Theology, unwarranted

. 05 i
by Seripture, and dangerous in its cffects.”  1In

few words, he advocates the necessity of these

mectings, after a revival has commenced, but,
condemns their use ax « means lo promote a,

“ Let the gospel Le preached in all fulness, in

jall faithfulness; and in all pointedness.”

This is what is done at Protracted Mcetings.

* Let the Seriptural means of divine arace be
waite:d upen, in higher and Lolier expectation of
the efftidon of the Holy Spirit.?

This is what is done at Protracted Meetings

< And, ere long, it will be scen that God e
rot slack concrning Lis promises as some mea
count slackne s

Thic is what is frequently realized at Pre
tracted Meetings,

We thank our fricnd for this corroboration of
our own vivws as to the means to be employed

_to promote a revival, as well as for the encour-

agenrent he holds out for the expectation of the
divine blessing to attend them.  This corroboras
tion we know he did mat intend, nor the encour-
acenrent s bat this alters mat the real state of the
case.  All that he has recommended is done at
the meetings in question, and therefore we have

“a right te appropriate the promise of success.
to hold them.”  His vbjection lies against * the'

e ) K 3 g ‘o3 1 f
plicit is the following cxhortation—¢ Finally, | whole mechanical process of getting up these

But what of eur fricnd’s arguments 7 We
shall for the present dispoze of them briefly.
1. Urotracted Meetings * are unsound in theo-

oav.”

Reason assioned- -+ because they savour of
an attempt to control the ageney of that Spirit
who is sovercizn in all his vperations.”

Angwer—Fhis is only a re-iteration of a for-

revival of religion.  We are at issue only onthe {mer assertion.  No proot is vouchsafed. The

latter point. We believe, and shall maintain,
that Protracted Meetings are a fit and proper,
means to be used in order to lead to the revival'

of God’s work, and i< such, by no means unsound :

in theology, unwarranted by Scripture, or dan-
gerous in their etfects.

}
For the proper discussion of this important |
rubject, it will be mecessary to bear in mind the |

fact, that the exercises at a Protracted Meeting
differ, in all cssenmtial points, from those which
wark the ordinary means in nothing, except
conténuousness aud more frequent repetition.
Our opponent advocates the use of tho * ordi-
nary” means of grace to prewote a revival. Byt

what are these erdinary means? e himselt

has stated them— Reading, but especially the
preacking of the Word, Prayer, Palimody, &c.”
Now thes~ are principally, and almost exclusive-
v, the phntical means used at well conducted

EProtracted Meetings.  Bet how often may these

be Jawtully used en the 1oly Sabbath or on
week-day < when congregattons are inclined to
asqemblc 2 Wo adk not what is prudential but
what is lawful.  The question in debate is not
whetlrer Protra ted .\lvc(in;:s are matters of pru-
dence but of lawtulness,  * Where no law s
Will var cotempor-

ary deny this divice desision 0 Whene then is

smuc reason, i sonnd, would lic equally against
the ordisary wmcans, and, in fact, against e
means.  And yet our opponent acknowledges
that God * has apppointed means,” and that
* we have 8 covenant right to the use of the
means, and grouerl {or the liveRest faith in their
exercise for the blessing of the Most High™
Will he show by €air reasoning in what way the
services at protracted mectings contradict the
fellowing scriptaral declaratioss, which we bold
to be sound * theology.”” ?

“ Go ycinto all thie.world, aud preach the
gospel 10 every creature.” % Preach the word;
be instant in scason, out of scason ; reprove, P
buke,cxhort with aHl emg-suffering and doctrine.”
** That Lnight by all nreans (pen:6s) save some.”
* Exbort one awotlrer daily while it is called To
day.” * Teaching and admoni:hing one anothet
in psaims and hy mns ared spiritual songs, singingt
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” *“ Pra¥
tor the peace of Jerwsalem.” * Pray ome fur
another.” ** A<k and it shall bo given yo®i
seck and ve shall find ; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you.” “If ve then, being evih
kuow how to give good gifts unto your children :
how mnch more shall your heavenly Father give
e Holy Spirit to them that ask bim*” “¥
two of you «hall agree on carth as touching any

k.
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———

hing that they shall \k it shall b(‘"n]o
. Father whichisin heaven.”—
“'“ Unwarranted by S&'riptl“‘e a
(1:: whole history of well accredited
eason assigned—* For nowhere i

or in the page of history do we read
waking place. save by the Jdivine bleg
ing the use of the ordinary mcans}
the Bible.”
Answer—We might grant this,
arzument in favour of protr:aclcd 1
main untouched. The Scriptures
stances of the ordinary means usg
(imes and under cpcﬂ"«f eircumst
this is precisely the case in Protracts
<o with ~well aceredited Bevivals”
we lave no doubt there bave been
accrediteil Revivats,” of which our f
compiaratively littk. Heonly talks )
“he presumes to speak of ** the wholl
woll acervdited Revivals”! Thisis
—ad caplandum. Were be to s
knew, or read or hzanl of, a rovivg
where there was no preaching, no |
we would agree with lim; but eug
case with protracted meetings, as wq
repeatedly. Butif il well aceredi
have only oceurred by the divine big
4z the uso of the ordinary mea
iie charee us with tnsoundness i
l}\('n(d,'; because we intimated. th
ver heard of ** Lapti m"—which he
the * extraordinary’ means—has
winistered, as @ means, to attain 4
Gol's work, as an end?
3. % Dangerous in their consceaqu
Reason assiencd— ¢ for they are
operate upon the physical frame i
asto delude the subjects into th
they have undergone a thaougl
clange of heart, when all that hy
through is nothing more than a fey
‘vons, called forth by external cire
Answer—We a-k for some prog
yoilable and necessary tendency
used at Protracted Meetings. W
the word of our opponent in this 1
ported by evidenee, especially w
fonnd him bearing fulse wilnes
Wealevans on t]xr‘inlpm'hnt o]
ral sin anl justification by faith
called upon repeatedly sinee he'l
mnony to prove or retract it, e hg
wankiness nor the honesty to
other. Apply his asscrtion to the
el in promoting a revival in his o
which are manifested ¢ those pl
ments, those convulsions ot the
with which” he acknowledges * tr
olientimes accompanied”— And
answer the cirp'mgs of some  peg
He would tell him, that those “ o
sirations” may, and sometimes
the use of the ordinary means of
not neeegary resnlta—they are o

a renuine revival may exist w
them.  In like manner, say we
of Protracted Meetings—the thih
objeet, are not nccessary, but ac
10 object of these meetings to p
produced, they are repressed, ai
aed. They are not regarded as
dizhtest evidence of conversion.
cannot be arrested because of
circnmstances.

This leads us to reiterate the
contradiction againgt the F¥ it
a genuine work of YV ex
oompanica by excite
he condemins d ‘meeti
thoee excitements, wﬂq if
ceive” what ho @uld be at.
through the whole affai 3 nor
extraordinary dim& In
sjicaks of “ genuine ‘revivals w
«al convulsions wesgy0de ex
expected he says not—44as the
but “in the other: case; whe re
8pparent cxperimental work of

v‘thro much if not all spemed t
weal frames and foelinza”  (ira

mises, and he can prove white
Hack to 1 white, His latter case
Ueal. e assumes that, in this



