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12 Huron vill
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the great nation of
The task they had se
one frav ,‘hi with serious ditlicul
for the path lay through a cot
repc vnn; in the desolation of s
m.d its end might be a grave.

through the primeval forest, the
| crossed streams, through w
they waded knee deep. Wind swept
and upreoted trees lay everyw here
around them, and when nig with its
eternal silence shrouded the forest h<',\'
sought a few hours of rest undel
shadow of some friendly pine.

a journey of five days the travel
the Tth of November entered the Net
trals village Kandoucho. To this bours

they gave the name of All Saints,
placed the whole country under the
protection of the angels, and referred
to it afterwards as the Mission of the
Holy Angels. To their surprise they
learned that an evil reputation had
already preceded them, and no hospit-
able welcome awaited them. The
Hurons, fearing their influence would
divert the trade and custom of the Neu-
trals from themselves to the French,
resolved that at all hazards this great
misfortune must be averted. Messen-

WS in
out of
cious-

things

mes ol

spoken
ter for
there's

gers bearing gifts of hatchets and
| wampum belts went from village to
\hlnm' ]"O“l’\l ming that they were

i by their cou and
Huronia to inform the

e ui,

the m

poisonous I
from their approach as from that ol a

{ ravenous beast Their very footsteps

| were shunned, thx‘ paths upon which
| they walked were infected, and streams
from which they drank were poisoned.
No one dared to touch a single object

:ﬂp‘.m«‘.

APRIL 18, 1806,

THE CATHOLIC

RECORD

belonging to them, and the gifts which

.they offered were remted with horror,

In fact the spectres of fear and constern-
ation were everywhere, and, in the
presence of this universal terror, the
chiefs summoned a council to du(ulm.
ine the fate of the priests. Three
times the Fathers were doomed to death
and three times the uplifted tomahawk
was lowered by the force of arguments
advanced by someofthe elders. The mis-
sionaries visited eighteen towns, erossed
the Niagara River near Black Rock
Ferry, and went as far as Ongulara, a
village on the eastern limits of the
Neutral possessions. In the forty
towns of the nation, they estimated a
population of 12,000, but claimed that
three yes usb(!m. their visit there were
25,000 souls in the country. The
extraordinary reduction in their num-
bers wasg occasionad by repeated wars,
but principally by a pestilence which
had ravaged the count Along the
winding
interlaced and crossed a
again, the Fathers went
town, su i

Y.

id  crossed
from town tc

no from col [ 11 ¢
ng from cold and hung

and bearing a charmed life But the
black-robed sorcerers, with thei
instruments of neromaucy, tl cruei
fixes, crosses rosary ; itheir ink
5 and strange hierogly phi he
complete outfit of the black art, w

held in horror and detes
pairing of accomplishi
the tribe, or of overc
erate prejudices, the I
to bid them good-bye,

and ret

path te the Huron village el
second week in_February, 1f r |
began their homeward journey

crossed the Niagara River at 1L i
and, reaching its western banks, disap !
peared in the shrouding forest. On |
their return journey they were snow- |
bound at a town which they christened |
St. William, when outward bound. !
Here Chaumonot traced his rough mas »p !
of the Neutral country, and Brebouf |

added to the Huron dictionary, many
idiomatic words of the Neutral lan-
guage.

On the 19th of March, 1611,
of St. Joseph, patron of the Huron
missions, DBrebewf and Chaumonot,
after an absence of almost five months,
reached the village of St. Mary on the
Wye. Among the cighteen villages
visited only one, that of Khioetoa,
called by the Fathers St. Michael, ex-

the feast

tended to them a partially friendly
greeting. Chaumonot, at the request

of Father Lalemant, now wrote his
report of their visit to the Neutrals,
which is to be found in the Relations
of the Jesuits, 1641, This remarkable
and interesting letter practically
furnishes all the information bearing
on this mysterious tribe. As the
Neutrals were of the parent stock of
the Huron-Iroquois, their government,
criminal code, marriages and relig-
ious conception were alike. Their
dances and feasts, methods of carrying
on war, their treatment of prisoners,
cultivation of the soil, the division of
labor between men and women, their
love for gambling and manner of
trapping and hunting, were also sim-
ilar to those of the Ircquois and Hur-
ons, with which we are all now so
familiar., The missionaries draw par
ticular attention to their treatment of
the dead which they kept in the
lodges, till the odor of decaying flesh
became insupportable. They then re-
moved them to elevated scaffolds, and
after the flesh had been devoured by
carrion birds, or rotted away, they
piously collected the bones and retained
them in their houses, till the
great communal feast of the dead,
or tribal burial. ‘Their
writ I'ather Chaumonot, for pre
serving the bones in their cabins, is to
continually remind them of the dead,
at least they so state.” This tribe
carried to an insane excess the Indian
idea that madness was the result of
some Sll[l('l'hll!h:lll or Iil\'hl(""l“” Ir()\ 4
acting on the individual, and that any
interference with the freedom or licenuse
of a fool would be visited with the
wrath of his ;'n:-w]i, 1 8p or
Pretended 1 { found
every vill , who, anxious to acq
the mystic virtue attributed to madness,
abandoned themselves to idiotic folly.
‘“On one occasion,” writes the Father,

three pretended maniacs, as naked
as one’s hand, entered the lodge where
we were, and after performing a series
of foolish antics, disappeared. On
another occasion some of them rushed
in, and seating themselves beside us,
began to examine our bag and after
having taken away some of our prop
erty they retired, still concducting
selves as fools.” In summer the men
went stark naked, figures tatooed with
burnt chareoal on their bodies from
head to foot, serving for the conven
tional civilized garmen's. The gene-
alogy of the English nobleman is shown
in *“ Burke's Pe e, but the Neutral
warrior improved on this, by tracing
his descent in fixed pigments on his
naked body.

It is hardly necessary in this paper
to state why the Neutrals were so called
by the French, but it will be interest-
ing to inquire, how for ages they were
able to hold aloof from the iutermin-
able wars that from remote times were
waged between the Hurons and Iro
quois ? «There is no other instance in
ahoriginal history where a tribe oc-
cupying middle or neutral lands was
not sooner or later compelled to take
sides with one or the other of the
nations lying on its opposit frontiers,
if these nations were engaged in never-
ending strife. There is but one solu-
tion of this problem, and that is to be
found in the immense quantities of
flint along the east end of Lake Erie.
Without flint arrow and spear heads
the Iroquois could not cope with the
Hurons, nor the Hurons with the Iro-
quois ; and as the Neutrals controlled
the chert beds, neither nation could
afford to make the Neutrals its enemy.
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The Neutral tribe had easy access to| states on the authority of the Jesuit

an unlimited supply of material for
spear arrow heads and scalping knives,

Extensive beds of flakings and im-

mense quantities of flint were found
along the Frie shore, near Point Abino,
where the chert-bearing rock is most
abundant. Even to-day, after the beds
have been worked for centuries, many
of the nodules picked up are large
enough to furnish material for twenty
or thirty spear heads or arrow tips. For
miles along the beach heaps of flakes
may be seen, and flint relics are found
in all parts of Ontario and Central and
Western New York, corresponding in
appearance with the Lake Erie mater-
ial.

The Iroquois was too shrewd and the
Hurons l(m far-seeing to make an
enemy of a people who mnn\ll'n"',urwd
the material of war, and <-‘mlmlh~1 the
source of supply. To those who take a
deep interest in all that concern
itive life in America, the ex
the workmanship m
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tive to the student of ethnolc

for in these methods we observe the
dawn rx. ideas, which are a tualized in
their daily lives. Tl, veutrals \\I\ '
dis '7'«-1 hy F¢ r Daillon, in 162

were like the I?ri':»m when v-\lun.---ul
by Caesar, 1 v degrees advanced be
yond a low d Chau-
monot states that the Neutrals
physically the finest body of men
he had anywhere seen, but that
cruelty to their prisoners, and in |
tiousness, they surpassed any tribe
known to the Jesuits. It would appear
that as a rule there was a communal un
derstanding among the Indiansof North
America, that ameng the prisoners who
were taken and tortured to death,
women were not to be subjected to
the agony of fire. At times this com-
pact was broken by the Iroquois and
the Illinois, but the Neutrals we re, it
would seem, the only tribe that habitu-
ally violated this understanding, for
they subjected their female prisoners
to the atrocious torture of fire, and
with a fiendish delight revelled in their
cries of agony. I have already stated
on the authority of Chaumonot, that
the tribe was given over to licentious-
1168
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surpassed by any native American
people of whom we have any record.
Had it been in the nature of the
Attiwandarons to live a reasonably
clean life they might have become the
most powerful branch of the great
Huron- Iroquois family, Long immun-
ity from attacks from
richness and fertility
the abundance of vagetable and animal
food, permitted them to devote their
leisure to the enjoyment of
animal. luxury their savage nature
could indulge in; and they suffered
the consequences that follow f{rom
riotous living the world over
in his ** Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire,” states that the descendants
of the all-conquering Romans became
wasted by dissipation, anrd that when
the Secandinavian hordes poured from

their northern forests into the plains of
[taly the effeminate Romans had but
the strength of children to oppose
them. The licentiousness of the
Neutrals, their freadom from national
and domestic cares, destroyed their

e cours to all but their
in number they were re

women, They quailed be
fore the face of the F Nation

i who re
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warlil

ded

tood in awe of the
them ti
but as a bloody pastime they
on cowardly and ferocious
wealk western Al

carried
wars against the
gonquin tribes. Father Raguenean
relates that in the summer of 1643
they threw two thousand of their war
riors into the prairie of the I
of Fire, and invested one of their fc
fied towns, which they stormed after a
ten days’' siege. The slaughter that
followed was appalling. urned
70 of the enemy at the turing
them the meanwhile with a ferocious
satanic in its prolongation and in
genuity. They tore out the eyes and
girdled the mouths of the old men and
women over sixty years of age, and,
scorning their a')]!“.ll for death, left
them to drag out a wofal and pitiable
existence. They c nnwd off \*\)u\p
tives, men, women and children, many
of whom were distributed among the
Neutral villages, and by a refinement
of eruelty surpassing belief were sub
jected to atrocious mutilations and
frightful burnings, prolonged from
sunset to sunrise. There is a mysteri-
ous law of retribution, that in the ac
curacy of its application, is reduced to
a mathematical certainty. The Neu
trals, who had filled up the measure of

their iniquity, had, by their ruth
less cruelty and unbridled licen-
tiousness, invoked their doom. From

the distant forests of the Senecas,
there came a prophetic warning, and
its message was, the Iroquois are be
ginning to open a grave for the great
Neutral nation, and the war-cry of the
Senecas will be the requiem for their
dead. After the Mohawks and Sene-
cas, the war haws of the wilderness,
had scattered and destroyed their ene-
mies, the Hurong, they sought excuses
to issue a declaration of war against
the Attiwandarons. Father Lafiteau

Garnier, that when the Iroquois had
destroyed their enemies, and were in
danger of losing from waut of practice,
their warlike dexterity and skill,
Shonnonkeritoin, an Onondaga, pro
posed to the war chief of the Neutrals,
that their young men shou!d meet in
occasional combats in order to keep
alive among them a warlike spirit,
The Neutrals after re peated refusals,
at last with much hesitation reluctant
ly consented. In a skirmish that took
place soon after the agreement, a
| nephew ot the Iroquois chief was cap-
tured and burned at the siake. The
Onondagas, to avenge his death, at
tacked the Neutrals, and the Mohawks

5, and I may add that in point of |
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and Senecas marched to the assistance
of their countrymen. Father Bressani
says that the friendly reception and
hospitality extend«d to gitive band
of Hurons, after the ruin and disper-
sion of that unhappy people, excited
the wrath of the Iroquois, who for some
time w 3 patiently awaiting a pretext

to declare w
Ih 1 ni wited that
1 mp of tl veutrals to
ury n girl, w caped
from the Sen 15 t f th
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In this
a frontier lé
within whose palisaded
'3 After a
attacking party carri
fortified town, and made it a slaughter
house. The ensuing spring they fol-
lowed up their victory, stormed an-
other town, and, after butchering the

old men and children, carried « a
number of prisoners, among them all
the young women, who werae portioned
outas w among the Iroq towns.
The Neutral warriors, in retaliation,
captured a froutier village of the
it enemy, Kkilled and scalped 200, and
wreaked their vengeance on 50 cap-
tives, whom they burned at the stake,
When the Iroquois heard of the death
of their braves they met, to the num-
ber of 1,500, crossed the Niagara
river, and, in rapid succession, entered
village after village, tomakawked lar
i numbers of the inhabitants, and re-
turned to their own country, draggi
with them troops of prisoners, re
for adoption or fire,

This campaign led to the ruin of the
Neutral nation. The inland and re-
mote towns were struck with panic;
people, mad with the instinct of self-
preservation, fled from their forests and
hunting-grounds, preferring the hor-
rors of retreat and exile to the rage
| and cruelty of their ruthles conquer-
ors. The unfortunate fugitives were
devoured with famine, and in scattered
bands wandered through the forests,
through marshes and along banks of
distant streams, in search of anything
that would stay the devouring pangs
of hunger. From the mouth of the
French River to the junction of the
Ottawa, and from the fring the
(.um"u n Bay to the Genes land
was a vast graveyard, a forest of hor-
ror and desolation, over which there
hovered the specter of death, and on
which there brooded the silence of a
| starless night. In April, 1652, it was

reported at Quebec that a remnant of
i this tribe had joined forces with the
Andastes and made an attack upon the
Senec: The Mohawks had rushed to
the help of their countrymen, but the
issue of the war was unknown. In
July, 1653, word was brought to the
game that sever, gonquin
tribes, eight hundred Neutrals

wall
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wers assembled in counecil near Macki-
nac. They are mentioned for the last
time as a separate people in the “Jour-
nal of the Jesuits,” July, 1¢
Henceforth the nation loses its tribal
identity, and, merging into the Hurons,
is known on the pages of
Wyandots. TFather Fremin, in a letter
emhodied in the Relations of
1670, tes that on the 27c¢h of Septem
| ber, 16 he visited the village
rae, peopled with the
nents of three nations conquered
16 Troguois. Thesa were members
of the Oanontiegas, Neutral and Huron
nations, The first two, he adds,
reely ever saw a white man, and
never had the gospel preached to them
These were the ¢
Neutrals, who were a2
Sene nd in
1 the places of the
ir ruthless forays.
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tioned in the annals of Nev
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vorthy of reverence. is
almost like another Christ. Mo con-
tinues to do Christ's work — to glorify
God by offering up the Sacrifice of Cal
vary, to make known the true religion,
to save souls by means of the sacra
ments dispensed by him. He mediates
between God and man., He stands
apart from the people, with God in the
sanctuary. He is nourished daily with
the Body and the Blood of Christ, He
lrl\ﬂx up (‘\('l\lhlll"‘ else in order to
be about God's He has the
priestly powers to worship
God, to forgive sins, m confer grace,
All that he does as priest, he does in
the name and by the authority of
Christ. The office of priest is higher
than that of the angels. It isa tre
mendous honor, a beneficent mission,
a terrible responsibility. No wonder
that Catholics venerate their clergy-
men !—Catholic Columbian,
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times another migration at work,
which is still much more fatal to the

Church. It is the
from the country districts into the
3, and the consequent accelerated
and enormous growth of citie Pax
ishes which formerly counted a few
thonsand souls have increased to
twenty thousand and to two and three |
scores of thousands, It was diflicult to |
provide in time for the immense
parishes ; priests were nting, the
churches had not accommodation
enovugh, and the schools were insuflic
ient. Thousands had no easy oppor
tunity of satisfying their religious
duties and have thus fallen an undis
puted prey to vice, of which large
cities are the hotbed, to indifference,
to heresy, to unbelief, to the gospel of
revolt and to the very hatred of re-
ligion.

Add to these causes the ever-grow-
ing frequency of mixed marriages, of
which the greater number end in the
giving up of the Catholic faith, the
sensual literature of the day that ener-
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