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A PHENOMENAL CATCH.

$o far the result of this season’s operations
by the cannerymen on the Fraser River in
British Columbia has exceeded all previous
records and the most sanguine expectations.
The spring run Was i fair one, but hardly
what was expected.

In July and this month the Fraser River
was literally alive with the silvery beauties.
Every cannery on the river was operated to its
atmost capacity. The new regulations limited
the number of boats and men to be employed
by each. Marvellous and alm st incredible as
it may appear to readers at a distance, these
boats brought in daily their huadreds and thoua-
sands. So prodigious was the catch that sev-
eral of the canneries had to limit the number
they would accept. All the tins and cases
they had manufactared ware filled, and opera-
tions were temporarily suspenied in order to
resume the making of more, and on that work,
says the Vancquver World, they are at present
engaged. Whilst canning has been suspended
for & time, the work of salting is in full force.
The market for this staple abroad is prinei-
pally in Sonth America and Anstralia. Sales
for future delivery of salmon were made last
fall and winter at p ices ranging from $6 to
$6.50.
Fraser
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Eltoft were charged with having at Man.

THE REWARD OF NEGLIGENCE.
At the Liverpool (England) Assizes, some

ago, Joseph Stables and J. W.

of tapioca and six boxes of nutmeg. It
aspeared from the evidence that the prisoners
c;rried on business in Manchester as tea and
general merchants under the style of Eltoft
& Co. Stables had been bankrupt, and could
not do trade in his own name. The business
proved a failure, and liabilities were incurred
to the amount of £2,000. Aseets nil. A
creditors’ meeting was held and the prisoners
agreed to pay 5s. in the pound. The day after
the meeting Stables went to Messrs. Schroster
& Co. and ordered the above goods. 'As the
transaction was a cash one a cheque was given,
but was dishonoured, the banking account
having been largely overdrawn. The business
was apparently a bogus one, and one prisoner
deposed that he was the servant of the other,
and vice versa. There was not sixpence in the
firm at the time the cheque was given. The
jury found both guilty, and Stables was
sentenced to 21 months’ hard labour, to be
concurrent with the 18 months’ hard labour to
which he had been sentenced at Manchester
for a similar offence. Eltoft received six
months’ hard labour.
Commenting on the above case the Man-
chester Grocers' Review asks: How is it that
g0 many dealers take what are positively the
surest means of insuring non-success. in their
business ? On all sides it is recogmzed that
the exigencies of modern trade require much
more from the trader than might years ago
have sufficed to enable him to get & living.
With low prices, increased and increasing
expenses, and & multitude of competitors, the
shopkeeper must be as keen and smart and
wideawake as it is possible for him to be. His
goods must be well bought and tastefully dis-
played. His shop must be neat and attract-
ive. His expenses must be as moderate as
efficiency will permit. His business in every
branch must be carefully regulated and closely
watched. Everywhere there must be the most
thorough oversight, so that there may be no
waste, and that every opportunity of making
profit or effecting economies may be utilized
to the fullest extent. 'What can be more clear
than that, in these circumstances, if one thing
is necessary more than another it is that the
trader should always have at hand a clear
record of how he stands and what he is doing ?
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1 It is not only desirable but absolutely lmpen{

upon which it has been insisting, the debtor
has been utterly wanting. Officials, lawyers,
counsel learned in the law, editors, corre-
spondents, keep dinning into the ears of busi-
ness men the truth that these things must be
observed, and still no impression seems to b¢
made. It was the ever-recurring statement of
“ no books kept,” ** books badly kept,” ** never
took stock,” and the like.
the Review rightly refuses to have the least
gympathy, and we re-echo its sentiments that

With sach men

it is high time that business men let it be
universally known that no sympathy can be
expected from them. Cases there are in which
it is allowable and in accordance with kind-
ness and good policy to extend a helping hand,
but where a man has had so little regard for
himself and his creditors as to drift along in
this careless way there should be no question
of the fate which awaits him. Exposure in
open court, investigation, and condemnation
are his just dues.

HOPS.

As reviewed by the New York Commercial

Bulletin, the course of the hop market for the

past twelve months has been contrary to_gen-

eral expectations, and as & consequence disap-

pointing to the bulk of the trade. The season

1887.8 cloged with, it was estimated, largely

reduced stocks in all quarters, ‘the yield being

supposed to have fallen short of consumption

by fully six’' per cent. Coupled with short

stocks with which to begin the season were

reports of another short yield, particularly in

England, where the deficit was said to be such
as wonld take care of all the haps Continental
Europe could spare, and require besides con-
giderable supplies from America. Under
these circumstances a season of enhanced
values was anticipated. The market opened
in the States at 30 to 32 cents per pound, but
after considerable quantities had been shipped
on this basis the price weakened, and by the
end of the year had fallen to 21 cents, and
at the preseat time round lots of 1888 State
hops are not worth more than 16 cents, with
| new season hops mot expected to open at s
muach higher range. This continuous and
heavy fall is all the more singular that those
who have posed as authorities have never
wavered in their opinions that the world’s sup-
ply was short. Yet brewers have all along
found no difficulty in getting just what they
required. It would appear that a mistake has
been made in underestimating production or
overestimating consumption, the truth prob-
ably being that there has been an error in both
directions. ;

In connection with production, it is an as-
certained fact that in England there has been
within the past few years a large reduction in

the acreage devoted to hop-growing, from 71,-
237 acres in 1885 to 52,000 acres in 1889. As

English statistics are the most complete
available to the trade, apd English require-
ments the chief factor in,the situation, these
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been fully appreciated, and it is overlooked
that the rednced production in England is the
result of extended and cheaper production
elsewhere.

To what extent substitutes and improved
methods of brewing have displaced hops it is
difficult to determine, but it would, says the
Bulletin, be surprising il full allowance had
been made by the hop trade for the innova

tion. In another direction it is certain an

requisites of honest and successful trading,




