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Shrine at Waubaushene
On Site of Jesuit Massacre.

Subject of Much Discussion.—Letter in jan jOrillia Paper in which 
Rev. A. E. Jones, S.IJ.jand other LdistingiiUtiai 3cii olars 
are Critized. — Refutation f by the learned Archivist of St. 
Mary’s College this City.

( Continued from Last Week. )

But John had another difficulty 
One farm house looks so much like 
yny other, all through the new coun
try, how could he know his uncle's 
house without having to inquire of 
strangers, who perhaps could not 
speak his language. The cripple told 

that his uncle’s house had a 
green veranda all around it. And 
to show how much he iknew he bold 
Jack that all the farmers there grew 
red hollyhocks.

So John started out on horseback 
and he rode, and rode, always guid
ed by his compass, until he cai ie to 
Midtown, ten miles or so off. This 
was easy for he had been there lx fore. 
Then after giving his horse a ('rink, 
he started again, still going couth* 
east by his compass. And he rode, 
and rode over the flat prairie, where 
there was no road hut only grass, 
until he saw in the distance, but it 
was a little to the right, some scat-

known to a certainty, the ruins of 
the old fort of Ste. Marie 1.; then 
a village, St. Louie, lying midway, 
whose direction is ascertained by 
consulting Dücreux’s Map (Inciden
tally, it may be remarked here that 
there is jio rcoord existing of more 
than one site of St. Louis). The 
distance from Ste. Marie I- to this 
midway village of St. Louis is giv
en in Bressani and in the Relations.

As for the total distance of St. 
Ignace 11. from the Old Fort, it is 
sot down in Brother François Mal
herbe’s obituary, while its distance 
from the midway village of St. Louis 
is recorded in Bressani, in two let
ters of Father Charles Garnier and 
in the Relations.

As for its direction from the Old 
Fort, it is inferred from the fact 
that the sum of the two distances, 
that is, from the Old Fort to St. 
Lvouis. and from St. Louis to St. 
Ignace JT. is about equal to the 
total distance of St. Ignace IT. from

| to the question, formulate a thesis 
I which I hope to meike clear anti ac- 
! cep table:
j "East half lot 4, concession VII.,
| Tay Township, is absolutely the 
I only spot—
: 1. Where the configuration of the
| ground tallies perfectly with the 
description of St. Ignace II., given 
in the Relations and in Bressani.

2. Which at the same time lies at 
$he proper distance, and,

3. In the right direction from Ste. 
Marie I. (The Old Fort).”

The whole line of reasoning lay 
there in the nutshell. It took just 
the last six or seven lines to state 
it. And why did not Mr. Andrew 
Hunfber, our distinguished propagator 
of truth and censor of error, whose 
letter, lie tells us unblusliingly, was 
“merely a plea in plain language for 
historic truth and the use of oo-fn- 
mAi sense in matters of archaeologi- j 
cal inquiry,” Why did he not at least 
indicate this line of reasoning, like ■

proximately. So that according to 
the old records St: Ignace Ji. lay 

i about six znile^ from Sto.J Marie 1. 
or the Old Fort. The Martyrs’ ililli 
where the shrine stands, on lot 4, 
concession VII., Tay Township, is a 
little less than six miles, Or about 
two leagues from the ruins of ' the 
Old Fort. Therefore it is situated 
at the correct tlistance from the 
well known ruins.

But is there not at least one au
thority in disagreement with those 
just quoted? Yes,' and but one. 
Christophe Regnaut, a donné, * aged 
36, was with the missionaries jn IIu- 
ronia. In 1650 he returned1 to 
France and became a lay brother. In 
1678, all but thirty years after the' 
disaster, he writes a letter ,to a 
friend in which the following pas
sage, occurs: “Fr. .Jean dr Breboeuf 
(sic) and Fr. Gabriel l’Alemant 
( sic ) set out from our cabin ( ca

bane ) to go to a small town 
(bourg), named St. Ignace, distant

; sions, and who had occupied that 
( ,K) sit ion fpom 1644 to 1660, that

is, until the Huron missions were ul
timately abandoned. He had first 
come up to Huronia September 1, 
1637, but went down to Quebec in 
August, 1640. Returning to the
mission, August 14, 1641, he re
mained there until the end. His of
fice, as Superior, obliged him to
visit at frequent intervals all the
missionary centres of Huronia, so 
that he was well informed as to 

, their situation.
i Fr. Charles Gamier arrived among 
. the Hurons August’ 13, 1634, and 
i remained there uninterruptedly until 
he was slain, December 7, 1649. 
Ragueneau says of him: “There was 
not one mission in the whole coun
try .of the Hurons where he had not 
.been, he had started many of them, 
and to menti an one, the mission
where be met his. death.” ( Rel. 
1650, p. 13, 1 col.).

Fr. ‘Francesco Gioseppe Bressani 
began his missionary career in Huro
nia in the early autumn of 1645. To
wards the end of the summer, 1649, 
he was sent, down to Quebec to se
cure assistance and supplies for the 
mission.. Half-way on his return 
trip, he met. the Huron flotilla of 
canoes manned by three hundred In
dians and fcuinging with them the 
whole French colony, missionaries 
and all, who were abandoning the 
country for ever. Bressani pub
lished his “Breve Relatione” at Ma- 
cevata.'in 1653.

The accounts of these three men 
were written contemporaneously with 
the events related, and were writ
ten on the spot with" the exception 
of Bressani’s Breve Relatione. There 
is no other evidence, at first hand, 
bearing on the subject. Can there 
be any hesitation in preferring the 
testimony of such men to that of 
Christophe Regnaut?
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tered houses; and knowing that he 
had ridden about ten miles from 
Midtown he was pretty sure it was 
Far ville. A boy on a horse, whom 
he met ten minutes after, told him 
it was Far ville. So he rode, and 
rode until he came to the firdt house. 
It had red hollyhocks in the front 
yard but no green veranda. And it 
was just the same with all the 
cipher houses. Poor John and Jerry 
the horse were very tired, and John 
had nearly lost all hope of finding 
his uncle's house, when he saw a 
clump of small trees, the first John 
6ad seen for a long time on the 
prairie. And there was a chimney 
that showed above the trees, so he 
was sure there was a house there. , 
Ic was the last house of Farville, the ! 
only one he had missed. But what j 
made John very glad it had a green j 
veranda, which none of the other j 
houses had. He tied his horse to a , 
post and ran up the steps, but just ; 
as he had his hand on the 'knocker, ' 
for out West on the prairie they had 
no electric push-bells yet, he noticed 
there were no red hollyhocks in the 
front yard. This puzzled him, but. 
he scratched his ear, and with a 
km wing nod he said half aloud to 
himself. “The green ^eranda is all 
right, as for the red hollyhocks we 
will talk about that later.” (He 
found out after that the hollyhocks 
were all planted behind the bam ). 
So he knocked, and, children, who 
jk> you think came to the door?

This is the “ParaHe of the « Green 
Veranda and the ■ Red Hollyhocks,” 
not written by our modern Aesop, 
Ade.

Application of the parable.

The prohkm of finding St. Ignace 
H.V the Indian village where Breteuf 
anti lal m.nt were tutu red to-death 

' ro ion. s s milar to the 
above, thaï rs, ns s milar «6 circum
stances will allow, since “every 
com;>arisen goes on three legs.”

V.a kà e ;hv teini of departure

the Old Fort. So that drawing a 
line from the Old Fort through the 
village of St. Louis and prolonging 
it till it equals the total distance, 
the village of St. Ignace II. must lie 
very little to one side or the other 
of that straight line. If it were cer
tain that the sum of the first two 
distances was absolutely equal to the 
total distance given, then as a geo
metrical necessity, the third village,
St. Ignace II., should be found ex
actly on the straight line.

But, it will be asked, should it be 
ascertained, after inspection, that 
several sites really exist at the cor
rect total distance from the Old
Fort, and very little outside the 
above mentioned straight line, what 
is there to show us which of the 
sites was that of St. Ignace II.? The 
answer is simple enough." The uner
ring indicator is the description of 
the configuration of the ground, the 
features of the position, given in the 
Relations and by Bressani, and
which nowhere else, for miles around 
within anything that might be fairly 
jydged a reasonable distance, finds 
its counterpart, or rather, its verifi
cation. And this Mr. Hunter knows 
just as well as I do. The conforma/- one 
tion or shape of the site plays the 
some role as the “Green Veranda.”
But how about the potsherds, etc.?
Oh, the “Red Hollyhocks”? We shall 
see all o-bmit them later.

OUTLINE OF ARGUMENT 
REPORT, 1902.

FROM

The foregoing line of reasoning 
was put tersely enough at page -92 
in the Ontario Archaeological ’ Re
port, 1902, so that Mr. Hunter hiad 
no excuse for not having given It 
in his letter. It runs as follows'.

“To answer off-hand, in a word 
or two, the question:

an honest critic, then lay bare its 
weak points, to show that nothing 
conclusive could be drawn from it? 
Mr. Andrew Hunter has logical acu
men enough to -know that as a pre
mise it was unassailable, so he con
cluded that the best that could be 
done (in the interests of truth?) 
was to ignore it completely.

MINOR PREMISE PROVED.
I shall deal with the propositions 

numbered off above as 1, 2, 3, in 
the following order: 2, 3, 1; but 
for fuller development I must refer 
you, Mr. Editor, to pages 95, etc., 
of the Archaeological Report for 
1902.

2. Malherbe’s Obituary sets down 
the distance of St. Ignace II. to 
Ste. Marie I. (The Old Fort)1 as 
two leagues or six miles ( Cf. Report 
on Canadian Archives, Ottawa, 
1884, p. xv., and La Semaine Reli
gieuse de Quebec, June 9, 1889, p. 
322 ). /The correctness of this dis
tance pi two leagues -is corroborated 
by wlfat follows under ( a ) and ( b ).

(a)' St. Ignace II. to St. Louis, 
Bressani says, only three miles ( Mar
tin’s Translation, p. 253 ). Rague
neau in the Relations says, about 

league, or about three miles
(Rel. 1649, Quebec edit., p. 10, 2 
col., linè 30 et ss). Fr. Charles Gar
nier’s letters to his brother Henry, 
Apr. 25, 1849, has a league or 
thereabouts, or three miles (re 
“fort” see R. 1649, p. 11, 2>col., 
line 41 et ss. ). A second letter of 
the some to Pierre Boutar, Apr. 27, 
1649, gives also one league ( Roche- 
monteix, II., p. 464.)

(b) Sle. M»rie I (Old Fort ) to 
St. Louis, Ragueneau says, not 
fnore than one league (Rel., 
1649, p. 10, 2 col., Ill* 44 taken 
with p. 11, 1 col, line 10). Bres
sani gives two Italian miles. t-hat 

What makes is 3740 meters ( Martin’s- Transla- 
yoit.so sura you have found the site tkvn. p.' 254, taken in c-ninaction 
of St. Ignace II.?’ is'no basy met- With !>. 253. line 19 and line 28.) 
ter. To satisfy fully those-of an vn- distance given in (ft) added
quiring turn of mind, I must -proâj^Hiic distance given in (’b) makes 
'> >d with method, and in «nsweMpHut two leagues, or six miles ap-

from our cabin about a .short quar
ter of a league. . Which js equi- 
lent to saying, “from our, cabin (and 
let us suppose that by cabin he 
meant Ste. Marie I. ) it was less 
than a mile and a half to the -town 
of St. Ignace.”

WEIGHING THE EVIDENCE.
When there is question of deciding 

between conflicting statements it 
i becomes a matter of judicious inqui- 
j ry to determine the reliability of the 
j persons who bear evidence. Here we 
j have an estimate of distance ( from 
I Ste. Marie I. to St. Ignace II. )
! where on the one side a single wit- 
I ness gives less than a mile and a 
half, and on the other several wit- 

‘ nesses give about six miles. The dis
crepancy is out of all proportion to 

• the insignificance oi the distance in- 
I volved. In the present instance, 
i both parties must be held to be 
truthful, inasmuch as none of them 
intended to deceive. We must seek 
t-lie couse of tiré difference elsewhere.

Christophe Regnaut, as a domestic 
“help,” may never have left the pre
cincts of Ste. Marie 1., or visited the 

; village of St. Ignace II. What his 
j other qualifications for judging the 
distance correctly were, we cannot 
tell. At all events, his testimony 
is given twenty-nine years after the 
event and twenty-eight after he had, 
left Canada.

On the other hand, jt is true that 
Father ‘Jacques Bruyas, the writer 
of Malherbe’s obituary, had never 
set foot in Huronia. He landed in 
Canada only in 1666, but he Was 
Superior of all the missions of New 
France from August 1693 till Au
gust 1698, and consequently had 
easy access to all the old records. 
But what is of supreme Importance, 
his testimony is fully borne out by 
the authorities who vouch for the 
distance between the first and the 
second village, end that between the 
second a-nd the tVrd, as seen antler 
( a ) and ( b ). Among these we have 1 

Fr. TVi.| I ’a r'N/n-utu, who was the : 
local Superior of all the Huron mis- |
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