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THE PACKERS AND HOC-BUYING
IS THE F.O. L. LLAN 10l 1 |
‘ : e " 151 = v '
COMPETITIVE BUYING A7 \Ml \|"«-'l. .
CENTER IMPROVE PHINGS 5

One day’s receipts at the Chicago  live-stock
market recently totalled 65,000 hows. Denm 7\1(
cekly killi ; ' It enmark's
weekly killings—and they have been much lar .
. arger

than usual the past year—have not come
this total, 57,000 hemng the high st \_‘“' “.”.]}} o
Canadian packers would he in (“]n\w'l' L‘l lluln‘\‘“. M]i
get a run of 65,000 hogs per week '”l‘\\(utl.‘]
only getting about one-quarter of that 'I.“ ‘I”":
each week now, and the prospects of : o l'l~“-“1
are somewhat remote R
li}lt' it is not the size of the dailv run of hogs
at Chicago that we are interested in just -
but the fact that so many hogs are I"n»mu-h]y]mt\(,
one ('untvur to be sold. The Chicago packer does
noL‘hu\u to send men out through the country
huyn»)g lmg's. He secures his supply on the upp}l
market in competition with others in the trade
The producer gets the benefit of this (‘Hnl]wli{inll‘
or, at least, he knows, when he reads the Chica 0
1-11111"]\»-(. n;*pm"&. whether the drover has [v;nél& N;
fair ]»1:1(*:' for his hogs or not. The same thing
applies to other market centers in the West. Hogs
are bought up in the country the same as (‘-'HCI;-
and sheep, shipped to these live-stock u:ntc.-rw( and
sold there for what they will bring in lln-v‘ :
market - apr
7 The marketing of hogs is conducted on a dif-
ferent basis in this country. Some years ago
w.*rtnin packers, who believed they \\!‘\rl' not ;_;rct—‘
ting their share of the hog supply, engaged men
and sent them into the country to buy ‘lmgs di-
rect from the farmer. Other packers had to fol-
low ..suit‘ and to-day practically all the hog-buy-
ing is done by the packer f. o.b. at ('(;llnt,l"\'
points. Those reported as arriving at the live-
stock markets are for the most ])z\{‘t sold before
their arrival. On Toronto market, there is little
if any competitive buying of hogs: the same as of
cattle or sheep The drover generally knows
where they are going before he ships ‘

There is nothing radically wrong in this sys-
tem, and farmers, on the whole, have rm'oi\‘rwl
perhaps as high prices for their hogs as if they
had been sold in open competition at some ]ﬂl'g:f
market center. But the question is, Tlas the f. o
bh. plan inspired that confidence in the packer’s
methods that is nccessary in a trade of this na-
ture ? Is it not responsible, to a large extent,
for the feeling that exists of a packers’ combine ?

The packer fixes the price each week which his
buyers will pay in the country. The drover buys
on this basis, and ships direct to the pu(:kin'p;-

house. There would be no need for fixing prices
in advance when buying on an open market. Of
course, the packer would know what market con-
ditions would allow him to pay. But this he

could keep to himself, and buy to the best ad-
vantage possible. (Competition for hogs would
force him to pay to the limit, thus safeguarding
the producer Whether the latter fared better
or worse by this arrangement, he would not have
the same ground for suspecting a combine existed
that he seems to have under the present system.
The producer would be compelled to study market
conditions more closely, and to keep in touch
with the supply and demand.

Fhere is another feature of the open-market
buying that would be ol great Dbenefit to the
hacon trade Quality would count for more than
it does on the 1. o.b. plan With the hogs as
sembled at a central market, the packer could
make his selections of celects, lights and fats, and
There is little or no discrimi

pay accordingly
present plan. A farmer

nation in buying under the
has a dozen hogs to sell. Ten of them will grade
as sclect, two of them as lights, and two as fats
price for the whole lot, and
to produce the best. If
sell the hogs he
\\u\ll<l

e gets the same
there is no incentive
the drover were compelled to
buys in the country in an open market, he
exercise more discrimination in his buying, and
the producer of the hest grades would get the best

price

It may be that packing-houses,
many different centers as they are In
would not admit of the open-market plan
out satisfactorily I'he
huvers to
And vet it might possibly be
to them Outside o @
i the packing-house,

located at so
Ontario,
working
concerns outside would

not care to send Toronto to secure

their hog supply
done with advantage
limited area in the locality o
hogs are shipped long distances 1o these concerns
now, amd the freight cost
they hought at som

’|‘|u'\ l'(b\llil come on
{hey paid as much as

to them would be no
oreater than il v market center
like Toronto the market,
make their selections, and if

the other fellow, would stand as good a chance ol

cotting the hogs I'his thing 18 done nearly w\x'-r\
dayv on the cattle market Buvers outside of To
ronto who want cattle go there and buy them
l.et the packers sstablish  competivive huving
on an open market and the hogs will come  to
that center There is no diflienlty about the
horse, cattle and shoeep wpadle e L respect
' tov the hog

1 'V‘L’.Vl"

Why should there e an

trade 2 Pl droyer bus i Fionnse n cattle

and his shcep as cheaply as he can in the country,
and takes his chances on making a profit when
he ships them to a market center. He would do
the same thing with hogs. And, while the pro-
ducer might not receive a cent more for his hogs
than he is getting under the present system, he
would feel that he is getting all they will bring
in a competitive market.
«« CHRONICLE."

HOG-CHOLERA CONVENTION AT AMES.

At the request of Secretary Wilson, the veteri-
nary representatives of the United States Bureau
of Animal Industry from nine of the Middle-
West States met at Ames, lowa, from May 28th
to June Tth, in convention, with Dr. Melvin,
Chief of the Bureau of Animal Industry, and Dr.
Dorsett, Chief ol the Bio-Chemistry Section.

\mone those present were Dr. Reynolds, of
Mirn sota : Dr. Richards, of Indiana ; Dr. Con-
nowav. of Missouri: Dr. Peters, of Nebraska ; and
Drs. Niles, MeNeil and Stange, of the Iowa Ex-
periment Station. These men have all, either of
their own initiative or under dircciion of the
Governmient, taken a prominent part in further-
ing the investigation in connection with hog
cholera. and on account of the excellence of the
results achieved hy Dr. McNeil, Ames was chosen
as the place of meeting.

I'tom the very beginning, the conaress re-
colved itseli into a school of instruction The
main intention throughout was to thoroughly fa-
miliarize every mhn present with this disease and
{he Covernment's new and successful method of
handling it Thus, upon their return to their
hoane States, they are fully equipped to cope

with the ravagine d se-se. 1t wos the hope ex-
pressed by Dr. Melvin that not only could the dis-
ease e kept from soreading, but that it can be

eventually cradicated
In the opening session, Dr. Melvin outlined the
work carrird out hy the Governm-nt. For over

{hirty veairs, work has le>n carried on continually
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of hog cholera, and it is anticipated that, if prop-
erly taken up by the various States, it may mean
the saving of hundreds of thousands of dollars
annually to farmers, especially in the Central-
West States.

FIXING A TYPE.

In his excellent history of Shorthorn cattle,
recently published, Mr. James Sinclair gives the
following account of the purchase, by Mr. Amos
Cruickshank, of Lancaster Comet, the sire of
Champion of England (17526), the bull which,
more than any other, was influential in forming
and fixing the type of the breed most generally
approved in the last two or three decades. The
result of Mr. Cruickshank’s practice of inbreeding
was the establishment of a well-fixed type of
short-legged, broad-ribbed, thick-fleshed, early-
maturing class of cattle :

«« In the autumn of 1858, a number of the
cows of Sittyton turned out not to be in calf,
and it was thought necessary to get a new bull,
a good young red one, if possible, as that was
the color most in demand at the time. Amos
wrote to Wilkinson, of Lenton, asking if he could
supply such an animal. Wilkinson replied he
could not, but recommmended him to take Lancaster
Comet (11,663), then about eight years old,
which he offered to let him have at little more
than butcher’s price. Before accepting the offer,
Amos visited the herds of Mark Stewart, Bolden,
Towneley, Richard Booth, Dudding, and others,
but saw nothing to suit. He therefore wrote
Wilkinson to send on the bull, although it was
much older than was thought desirable. ;

‘<« ],ancaster Comet had been exposed when four
vears of age, at Wilkinson’s first sale, in 1854,
but was bought in by his owner at 42 gs. Wilkin-

ood opinion of him, for he

son evidently had a &
kept him on another four years, and I believe his

neighbor, Mr. Sanday, had a hire of him. Lan-
caster Comet was full of the very best Lenton
blood. both sire and dam being by Will Honey-
comb. Queen’s
Roan, his sire, was

The Source of Supply for tke Horse Trade.

in an cndeayvcr to distover the exact organism
caus.ng the disease, and a way 1o overthrow it.
While others began the work, it has been largely
develojed and successfully culmm.t.d by Chief
Dorsett and his assistants. The process of over-
coming the dis ate is one of immunization. At
first, attempts were made to, prepare antitoxins
hy means of artificial cultures, but the ultra-
microscopic nature of the germ rendered this meth-
od unsuccessful Knowing that hogs which have
recovered from the disease are immune, the in-
vestigators proceeded along a duferent line, con-
the blood of these animals must con-
tain immunizing bodies. They soon found that
thoese bodics had to be increascd greatly Fefore
they  became effective 1n immunizing other ani-
mals ‘I hey therefore made these animals hyjper-
immune by injecting infected Dblood into their
veins, and by feeding them the vital organs of
pigs which had died from the discasce. The serum
irom these hypel immune animals proves to be
offective in protecting against the disease, and in
it the desired antitoxin is found.

The real worth of this system of treatment has
heen abundantly proven by Dr. Connoway, of Mis-
couri, and hy Drs VieNeil and Stange, of Ames.
These latter men carried on a series of many eXx-

cluding that

periments in which animals were injected with 20
to 30 c.c. of this serum and 2 c.c. of infected
hlootl A\ verv few of the animals injected with

{he <erum alone died, while, when the infected
Llood was injected, as well as the serum, no
deaths oct nrred, and hut a very fow were sick.

At the same time, 75 per cent. of the animals
(hat were not treated and were exposed, died
Fliie work niarss a new era in the treatment

also a -special -fav-
] orite of Wilkinson’s.
X5 Lancaster Comet
: was not a large
bull, but a Vvery
good one. He was
short in his legs,
had o capital coat
of hair, was Vvery
well fleshed, straight
above and below,
round in his. car<
cass, thick in the
fore quarter, well
let down in his
thighs;, with neater
hind quarters than
his son, Champion
of England, but was;
by no means such’
a deep, massive ani-
mal. He had more
spring and activity

about him. His
eyes were promi-
nent, and he had a
good but biggish
head, with great
long horns, some-

what like those observed in a cross with the West
Highlander. These horns didn’t stick up ; they were
well enough placed on his head, but curved round in
front, were not particularly thick, neither were
they sharp at the point, but were more uniform’
in diameter than we usually see. The bull was
forwarded in November, 1858. Mr. Housman has
told us how Amos Cruickshank rode down to the
railway to meet the new arrival, and how he felt
when he saw the great head and horns lowering
upon him over the side of the truck. One earnest
look sufficed, and he turned away. Like the Laird
of Cockpen,

« Dumfoundered he was, but no sigh did he
gie ' —

or, more probably, he did give a sigh, perhaps
even a groan. The remarks of those neighbors
who first saw the beast were not encouraging.
“1f you wanted a Highland bull,” said one sar-
castic friend, ¢ you might have got one nearer
home.’ It was, therefore, thought injudicious to
use the animal freely, so Lancaster Comet was
relegated to Clyne farm, to hide his horns there ;
and, when the grazing season drew on, he was
turned into a field alone with some cows that
had been difficult to get in calf. Being left out
too late in the autumn, he caught rheumatism 8o
severely that he had to be slaughtered, and little
more was thought about him. Nevertheless, this
proved to be the most important purchase the
Cruickshanks ever made. The price was only 30
gs., probably the cheapest bull they ever bought;
but such was the effect of the blood introduced by
[ ancaster Comet that the history of the herd re-




