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SEED WHEAT.

Our farmers as a c]ass\do not read
as much on Agricultural subjects as
would be profitable to thein and of
benefit to the country.  Hadthey read
and taken notice of what has been
written they would be gainers of hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, even
by attending to the two words fha»t
head this article.( Itsis said that ex-
perience teaches fools. That may be
truly said of your editor, and of most
of the readers of this journal, but the
difference in the price paid for exper-
ience varies very much, according to
the intellect, shrewdness or ablhty of
the subject. Those that gain it the
cheapest are those that observe and
profit by the experience of others.
If you go into any section of the coun-

try, you will find some farmers far

outstripping their neighbors in regard
to prosperity, and you may observe
that the families that take Agricultu-
ral and other periodicals are progres-

sing miere rapidly than where none |

are to be found. In man¥y instances
where thereare large working families
you may think it matters not, they are
doing well; but that family where
education is attended to properly, have
a great advantage over those that ne-
glect it. YW do not say that it is
necessary for you to study Latin and
Greek; or read the pernicidus novels

that gre published, or all the trash that
is found in many of the newspapers.
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We are in receipt of Agncultural pub-
lications from various parts of the|i
world, but for truthful accounts, well
written practical articles, and general
managementof the paper,we have seen
none at all to compare with the < Cul-
tivator and Country Gentleman,” pub
lished in the United States.

You may think we are .divergiug
from Seed Wheat, but we make these

remarks to show the necessxty of farm-
| cotintry raises omne bushel of it at a

ers taking agricultural papers, as they
are the cheapest and most reliable
means of gaining experience. You

|may and do gain a great deal from

practice as well (as from observation,
but these are only local means. A
paper givesyou the experience of the
most intelligent, observant and prac-
tical men of the whole country. If
one kind of grain is superior to another,
if it thrives better in one locality than
another, if it is found suitable or in-
jurious, the Agricultural papers should
and do give publicity to the fact.

At the present time the farmers at-
tention  is directed to " the Winter
Wheat. ©It has been the cereal that
has brought us more money than any
other, and we have raised such a qual-
ity of it as.to surpass our American
neighbors agross the lines. For the
paet few years we have lost hundreds
of thousands of dollars by the ravages
of the Hessian fly and the midge—
the latter insect ha ng caused us the
greatest loss. :

In many paz‘ts of th(,ajcouutry the
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m sbe’nterpnsmg farmere' have been

porting and trying the best varieties

'that could be heard of. Many have

been condemned as unfit for use; othe,r_
varieties are now brought forward,

some of which are of ‘very great im-
portance. The Soule’s wheat which

 hag for a long time stood the test, and .
raised our repﬁtatlon as a wheat groy- .

ing country, is now,we consider, totall,y
useless. Where one farmer in tho

goﬁt one hundred lose by sowing.
1t. It has been so with other varieties,
in factno variety of wheat appears to
stand a long cultivation in our country.
They have. all failed us in a few years,
and the slow coaches that stick longest.
to the old varieties are the greatest
losers. One can tell them by drlvmg
through any section of the country.

The man who has taken an agricul-
tural paper will be found to have bet-
ter stock, better orchard, new varieties
of wheatto supply his noxghbors \w1tb,
and an-air_ of thrift and pros
about his pla&:e, while anot’fxeﬁfﬁ? '
sows the sarie seed year after year,
introduces no fresh blood -into his
stock, does ;rzread an agricultural
paper or practice improvements, and
in fact is very little further advanced
than his grandfather. His place*will
be seen degenerating, or rather others
outstripping him, and finally he be-
comes dissatisfied and concludes to try
Michigan, or the far West, if not com-
pelled to do so.
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