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occasion were Messrs, Cubitt, who were 
then living at the mill now own.-d by 
Mr George A. Stephens. 1 think the late 
Colonel ;Frederlck Cu >itt was present 
My lather was also among the gues's. 
Alter spending a convivial night (the 
C< bills came out on horse backJ and 
when starting for home they bad to go 
through he woods. Mr Sina t ins sted 
ou aceompanmg them part of the way. 
Tney separate I somewhere about il 
miles noith of the town. nr. Smart did 
not mice his appearance the folltwing 
morning and parties who wei t out to 
search found his life ess hdy not fa 
from the p ace wheretlvyhad s.id good 
nigh' The hor-e was found in th • im 
mediate vicinity. It was ne er definite, y 
known how the accident ocuncd but the 
supposition was his head had come in 
contact with a tree n the dar.ness No 
wonder when the inte I'gence reached 
the strict en wife she died of a bro en 
heart All h mor to the brothers who so 
tenderly cared for the orphans Mr. 
John Smart at Port Dar mgton adopted 
one and David Sm • rt at P rt Hope, 10 • 
the other. They never i new the lo-s of 
thru parents

The unseen power that guides and eon 
tro s the ives of man,again draws up the 
curtain and another actor appears on the 
stage. Mi John Lester, wh ■ came f om 
Cavan township was the next manager 
He was a stout bui t strong man and a 
pusher For five ears he ran the bus 
iness Why he disso ved connection with 
the concern I cannot say He op t ed 
out for himsc f immediate y we-t of Mrs 
Vanst me'a present beautiful residence 
He had ouite an extensive 'rade aid 
should under the circu «stances have ac­
quired an indep-ndenoe I he views of 
tnecommunitv n<. the ai» of smuggling 
were ter lax and he w .s only one 
among a large ■ umber of others who 
was guilt of this fraud against the gov­
ernment. He did n d cover his traev s 
sutlicieiitlv His i cmes s overtook h m 
in the tiers m of the Co lector of Cust ins 
of Port Hope, who andi-d su denly on 
the place where iho contraband stuff was 
stored and the game was up He let' the 
country for good. Mr Thomas Cann 
father of Mr Harr» Vann. Collector of 
Taxes in thi. town, wa< for some time a 
e'erk In the establishment and Pe er 
Hsmbl-, who lived so long at the a e, 
was also behind the counter—both at the 
lime young active, doer men

Short y after my father wa at the helm 
a young lad John Simpson, about twelve 
years of age, was sent hy the propietor

Id take the place of clerk and acquire a 
knowledge . f the business M ho w uld 
have thought at the time that the boy, 
Stirling out in such humble circum- 
i-tauces would cvntual y, not on y con­
voi the large business which it became, 
bet also ex rcise such a domina'ing 
power in the who'e community. He 
clim"ed 'he ladder round b round till 
he teach d the top. He grew up with 
i he business and so thoi ought had he 
mw.to ed every detail connected with it, 
that after nr. '.ester resigned and al 
hough on y eighteen years of age he 

was given full control. I do not feel 
ouite certain as to dit-s but fancy about 
this timet »e saw mil. was discarded and 
a now grist mid elected on the old si « 
A d sti.lery was also bui't across the road 
to th- south Oi-e point of time can bo 
approximate y hxed that is th i • roction 
of the brick store first east of Vans’one's 
>iill Welch in still stand ng. It was in 
1836. It louka now * m west structuie, 
but‘t was then indeed quit- a grand 
affair and so solid built that It will 
likely stand for an-dher century.

About this time there was a phenom­
enal influx nl popul tion Hundreds of 
immigrants came non h g into the 
country the Britins Isles contri' uting a 
largo quota Thousands of -cr » of land 
were cleared and -ought under cu tiva- 
ion the rich fetti e soil produ.r.ig 

enormous crops of all kind' ■ f grain. 
This gave a great impetus to trade The 
vidage grew very fast; new h uses were 
otected a id things generally indicated 
brightei pros pec's for the future Under 
t’.e abl- management ot Its young chief 
'he llowman busicss began to assume 
large pi op rtio'is outstripping *11 com­
petitor' It must not be forgotten that 
to succeed in busine.-s at that e-rly 
per od of the cou .try s h stor required 
a large capital. It was impossbe to 
carry on any kin I of enterprise on a cash 
basis hence I mg credits were the ru'e, 
not the exception

Showing the couditi >n of things as late 
as 1839 1 have a re ic in the shape of a 
shin plaster. Row mai & Co was at the 
time a verv w-althy firm and had un­
limited credit, so much w> th t their I. 0. 
U was »s reidily taken as go d Paper 
currency as a medium of exchange was 
v-ry -carce To meet the want they is­
sued a bi 1 of t eir own. The to lowing 
is an exact copy of une for 2$ cents 
which win never redeemed How much 
interest do they owe me, I wonder» 
Many a Darlington farmer owed hie first 
start to this fact If be was m iking an


