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how great they were, admire the courage, patience and endur-
ance that enabled her to overcome them.

It must be evident to all who know anything of Korea that
a condition of tutelage, in some form or another, is now abso-
lutely necessary to her existence as a nation. The nominal
mdependence won for her by the force of Japanese arms is a
privilege she is not fitted to enjoy while she continues to labor
under the burden of an administration that is hopelessly and
8u; rlatively corrupt. The role of mentor and guide exercised
by china, with that lolcy indifference to local interests that
characterizes her treatment of all her tributaries, was under-
token by Japan after the expulsion of the Chinese armies from
Korea. The efforts of the Japanese to reform some of themost goring abuses, though somewhat roughly applied, were
undoubtedly earnest and genuine; but. as Mrs. Bishop hasshown, experience was wanting, and one of the Japanese
Agents did incalculable harm to his country's cause by falling a
victim to the spirit of intrigue which seems almost inseparable
from the diplomacy of Orientals. Force of circumstances com-
pelled Russia to take up the task begun by Japan, the King
having appealed in his desperation to the Russian Representat
tive for rescue from a terrorism which might well have cowed
a stronger and a braver man. The most partial of critics willadmit that the powerful influence wb!ch the presence of theKing m the house of their Representative might have enabled
the Russian Government to exert has been exercised through
their Minister with almost disappointing moderation. Never-
theless, through the instrumentality of Mr. M'Leavy Brown
LL.D.. head of the Korean Customs and Financial Adviser to
the Government, an Englishman whose great ability as an
organizer and administrator is recognized by all residents in
the farther East, the finances of the country have been placed
in a condition of equilibrium that has never before existed;
while numerous other reforms have been carried out by MrBrown and others with the cordial support and co-operation
of the Russian Minister, irrespective of the nationality of the
agent employed. '
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