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GOURTEOOS RbADEB,

IF
ingratitude comprehendeth every vice, surely so foul a stain
worst of all beseemeth him whose life has been devoted to
instructing youth in virtue and in humane letters. There-

fore have I chosen, in this prolegomenon, to unload my burden of
thanks at thj feet, for the favour with which thou hast kindly
entertained the Tales of my Landhrd. Certes, if thou hast
chuckled over their facetious and festivous descriptions, or hast
thy mind filled with pleasure at the strange and ^ileasant turns
of fortune which they record, verily, I have also simpered when
I beheld a second story with attics, that lias arisen on the basis
of mv small domicile at Gandercleugh, the walls having been
aforehand pronounced by Deacon Barrow to be capable of endur-
ing such an elevation. Nor lias it been without delectation that
I have endued a new coat (snuff-brown, and with metal buttons),
having all nether garments corresponding thereto. We do
tiierefore lie, in respect of each other, under a reciprocation of
benefits, whereof those received by me being the most solid,

in respect that a new house and a new coat are better than a
new tale and an old song, it is meet that my gratitude should
be expressed with the louder voice and more preponderating
vehemence. And huw sliouhl it be so expressed ? Certainly
not in words only, but in act and deed. I • with this sole

purpose, and disclaiming all intention of pu; ing that peu-
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